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Exonerated death-row inmate gives 
close look at capital punishment  
Carol Zimmermann  11/13/2020 11:34 AM      https://catholicsentinel.org/Content/
Arts/Arts-and-Entertainment/Article/Exonerated-death-row-inmate-gives-

close-look-at-capital-punishment/6/31/41131 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — It's one thing to read about mistakes and wrong-
doing in the criminal justice system, especially when it comes to death 
penalty cases, but it's quite another thing to hear firsthand from someone 
who had been in prison for 12 years, including nearly 10 years on death 
row, for a crime he didn't commit. 
 

That's what happened Oct. 25, when Alfred Dewayne Brown, released 
from prison in 2015, was part of a panel speaking via Zoom to participants 
at the Ignatian Family Teach-in for Justice, an annual event for students 
from Jesuit high schools, colleges and parishes around the country. 
 

In a discussion about the death penalty, the 38-year-old told the group 
briefly about life in the small cell where he spent each day without human 
contact. When he was asked how he kept hope, he said kept his mind ac-
tive and used the early hours between 3 a.m. and 5 a.m. to meditate; he 
also read and drew. 
 

Now living in Louisiana and working as a truck driver, he said he tries to 
be outside as much as possible. 
 

Brian Stolarz, Brown's pro bono attorney while he was on death row, told 
the group about Brown's case, which is chronicled in an episode of "The Innocence Files," a Netflix docuseries telling the 
story of eight cases of wrongful conviction. The cases were investigated by the Innocence Project, a nonprofit legal group 
committed to exonerating individuals who claim they have been wrongly convicted, primarily through the use of DNA testing. 
 

In Brown's case, there was no DNA, but there was a missing phone record — his alibi, which suddenly turned up in 2013 — 
and there also were questions about witness coercion by the prosecuting attorney. 
 

Brown is the 154th person exonerated from death row since 1973. The African American was arrested in 2003, when he was 
21, on capital murder charges and two years later was indicted by a grand jury for killing a white Houston police officer          
during a robbery, with two others, of a check-cashing store. 
 

Brown contacted the Innocence Project about his case, and Stolarz, who had worked as a public defender in Brooklyn, New 
York, was assigned by the firm where he was working at the time to do pro bono work on it. 
 

Currently a partner at the Fox Rothschild law firm in Washington, Stolarz said it took three years until Brown trusted him. But 
during the eight years of working on this case, he said, it was Brown who brought him "peace and grace" frequently telling 
him through the glass partition separating them that "it's all gonna be all right." 
 

Stolarz spoke to the group after Krisanne Vaillancourt Murphy, executive director of the Catholic Mobilizing Network, gave 
some death penalty statistics and spoke about how Catholic Church leaders, particularly Pope Francis, have spoken out 
against capital punishment. 

She also urged participants to get involved in anti-death penalty activism, which was the point of many of the workshops and 
general sessions of the Oct. 19-26 event, sponsored by the Ignatian Solidarity Network. This year's event was forced to meet 
online this year because of COVID-19 restrictions. 
 

Brown's attorney noted that he and Brown were repeat speakers at the Ignatian Family Teach-in for Justice. "There is some-
thing special in the air every time we come here," he said. 

Continued on page 5 
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        We Ask You to Pray for All Who                  
Are Ill Especially 

  Robert Comacho,Se’Vera Dowe,Griff Fincher, Ken 

Gannaw, Dave Leitchner,Kathy Lemke, Grantley Martelly, 

Antonia Morfin, Marian Oliver, Richard Robles,                       

Marina Serena, Les Thomas, Blaine                                

Please pray for everyone in the military both at home and 
abroad, men and women who put themselves in harm’s 
way to protect us. And, let us pray for their families.  

 If you would like a name added, returned to or  removed 
from the prayer list, please contact the parish office at 253-

859-0444 ext. 214 or bfincher@holyspiritkent.org . 

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH / PARROQUIA DEL ESPÍRITU SANTO 

Holy Day Mass Schedule 
DECEMBER 
 
24th   Mass     5:00pm     English 
 
24th   Mass     7:00pm     Spanish 
 
25th   Mass    10:30am    Bilingual 

January  
 

 1st   Mass      10:30am   Bilingual   

 

“Behold, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and 
you shall name him Jesus.                      
    Luke 1:31 

Continued from page 3 

She also urged participants to get involved in anti-death penalty activism, which was the point of many of the workshops 
and general sessions of the Oct. 19-26 event, sponsored by the Ignatian Solidarity Network. This year's event was forced to 
meet online this year because of COVID-19 restrictions. 

 

Brown's attorney noted that he and Brown were repeat speakers at the Ignatian Family Teach-in for Justice. "There is 
something special in the air every time we come here," he said. 
 

He also spoke about growing up in a Franciscan parish in New Jersey where "service to others was part of everything we 
did." He also said that when he as a law school student at The Catholic University of America, he became convinced of the 
need to be a voice for others, something he said was his calling and something he urged the students to be aware of and to 
"answer the call." 
 

Stolarz, who also is highlighted in the Netflix film, wrote about his experience in a 2016 book: "Grace and Justice on Death 
Row: The Race Against Time and Texas to Free an Innocent Man." 
 

In a webinar for Catholic Charities Legal Network in the Washington Archdiocese this summer, just after the Netflix series 
was released, Stolarz said Brown's forgiveness and grace had particularly touched him. 
 

"He has forgiven his captors," Stolarz said, adding: "Every day, I say the prayer of St. Francis. For me, I focus on 'for in giv-
ing that we receive' because it is in giving my time to Dewayne, that I received a bounty. But for Dewayne, his forgiveness 
is the real focus point of that prayer." 
 

Brown, when asked at the Ignatian event what advice he had for students, put it simply: "Stay positive. Think everything 
through. Don't move too fast but move fast enough to get it done." 
 

Although he was declared eligible for monetary compensation for wrongful imprisonment, these funds have been denied by 
the Texas Office of the Comptroller, which Brown is appealing to the state Supreme Court. 
 

Stolarz told the group he has a GoFundMe page for Brown, https://bit.ly/35I41AV, and said he "won't stop until full justice is 
given to him."       

Masses will be live streamed on our parish FaceBook page. 
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206-783-1190
425-974-1003

Guaranteed work!  
“Ask your neighbor!” 
40 Years of Integrity & Skill

Rhonda Harris
Real Estate Broker
253-951-7046

rhondaharris@johnlscott.com

713 Central Ave N 
 Kent, 98032

(253) 852-2620 
 www.marlattfuneralhome.com

 merry
maids

now hiring weekdays, no nights

Home Cleaning Service
253-833-6171

www.merrymaids.com

206-783-4129
425-455-1310

“The Plumber 
People Recommend”

           40 Years of Integrity and Skill

That’s when you can count 
on State Farm®

I know life doesn’t come
with a schedule. That’s why
at State Farm you can always
count on me for whatever
you need – 24/7, 365.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Anytime. Anywhere.
Any day...

1101198.1 State Farm, Home O�ce, Bloomington, IL

Cesar G Ramos, Agent
26019 104th Avenue SE Suite 102
Kent, WA  98030
Bus: 253-277-8418
cesar.ramos.y5of@statefarm.com 
Mon-Fri 9:00am-6:00pm       
Call-In or Click-In 24/7    
Text or Call Anytime!  
Se habla Español

Washington

CatholicMatch.com/WA

Now Hiring Caregivers
Base Wage: $16.45-$19.85

Excellent Health benefits • Paid Time Off/Retirement 
To apply: ccsww.org/careers 

 

Now Hiring Caregivers   
Base Wage: $15.50-$18.00   

•

1-877-870-1582

800-626-3213

Diesel, Gas, 

Heating Oil

Lubricants, 

Grease, Racing

Gas, Truck 

Sales & Repair
                                800-626-3213 
                              Diesel, Gas, Heating Oil 
                                    Lubricants, Grease, Racing  
                                   Gas, Truck Sales & Repair 

QUIERES ABRIR UN NEGOCIO Y NO
SABES POR DONDE EMPEZAR?
Llámame al (253) 835-5715

Nosotros te ayudamos con todo el proceso
desde principio a fin. También contamos con
seguros de SR-22, seguros para tu licencia de

conducir, de negocios, bonds , etc.

Llámanos al 253-835-5715

10830 SE Kent Kangley Rd Ste 100A in Kent

Contact Rob Witte to place an  
ad today! rwitte@4LPi.com  

or (800) 950-9952 x2501


