
  

 

Telephone: 253-859-0444 

Pastor/ Párroco:  Bishop  Eusebio Elizondo 

Administration: Brenda Fincher: ext. 214 

Ministerio Hispano: Guadalupe Madrid: ext. 229 

Liturgy/Music & RCIA/Infant Baptism Preparation: 

 Holly Renz: ext. 215 

Children’s Sacramental Preparation and Youth Ministry:  

 Lisa Pozzi: ext.  212 

Homebound Ministry:  Martha Ryland: 253-859-0444 

Jail Ministry: Miguel Chavez: 206-696-8788  

Accountant: Kristi Vasquez: ext. 221 

 

 

Catholic Cemeteries    
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Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God & The Epiphany of the Lord
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        We Ask You to Pray for All Who                  
Are Ill Especially 

  Robert Comacho,Se’Vera Dowe,Griff Fincher, Ken 

Gannaw, Dave Leitchner,Kathy Lemke, Grantley Martelly, 

Antonia Morfin, Marian Oliver, Richard Robles,                       

John Scanlon, Marina Serena, Les Thomas, Blaine                    

Please pray for everyone in the military both at home and 
abroad, men and women who put themselves in harm’s 
way to protect us. And, let us pray for their families.  

 If you would like a name added, returned to or  removed 
from the prayer list, please contact the parish office at       
253-859-0444 ext. 214 or bfincher@holyspiritkent.org . 

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH / PARROQUIA DEL ESPÍRITU SANTO 



4 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God & The Epiphany of the Lord

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

During the Twelve Days of Christmas, the Catholic 
Church celebrates many important feasts, including 
the feasts of Saint Stephen, the first martyr (December 
26), whose martyrdom is recorded in Acts 6-7; Saint 
John the Apostle (December 27), who wrote the           
Gospel of John and the Book of Revelation, as well as 
three epistles; the Holy Innocents (December 29), the 
children who were slaughtered at the order of King 
Herod, when he was trying to kill the Christ Child; and 
the Holy Family (normally celebrated on the Sunday 
after Christmas, and on December 30, when              
Christmas falls on a Sunday). 

None, however, is as important as the feast celebrated 
on the octave (eighth day) of Christmas, January 1: 
the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God. 

In the early centuries of the Church, once Christmas 
began to be celebrated as its own feast on December 
25 (having originally been celebrated with the Feast of 
the Epiphany, on January 6), the Octave (eighth day) 
of Christmas, January 1, took on a special meaning. In 
the East, and throughout much of the West, it became 
common to celebrate a feast of Mary, the Mother of 
God, on this day. 

This feast was never established in the universal        
calendar of the Church, however, and a separate 

feast, celebrating the Circumcision of Our Lord Jesus Christ (which would have taken place a week after His 
birth), eventually took hold of January 1. 

With the revision of the liturgical calendar at the time of the introduction of the Novus Ordo, the Feast of the 
Circumcision was set aside, and the ancient practice of dedicating January 1 to the Mother of God was            
revived—this time, as a universal feast. 

A Holy Day of Obligation 

In fact, the Church regards the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, as so important that it is a Holy Day 
of Obligation. On this day, we are reminded of the role that the Blessed Virgin played in the plan of our            
salvation. Christ’s Birth was made possible by Mary’s fiat: “Be it done unto me according to Thy word.” 

God-Bearer 

One of the earliest titles given by Christians to the Blessed Virgin was Theotokos—”God-bearer.” We cele-
brate her as the Mother of God, because, in bearing Christ, she bore the fullness of the Godhead within her. 

As we begin another year, we draw inspiration from the selfless love of the Theotokos, who never hesitated to 
do the will of God. And we trust in her prayers to God for us, that we might, as the years pass, become more 
like her. 

  

Story taken from https://www.stclareparish.org/bulletins/january-1st-2017-mary-mother-of-god/ 
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 Our Environment 

Imagine yourself sitting in a barn with a baby when a bunch of rough-looking guys 

arrive from a nearby field and want to see your newborn. What in the world            

provoked them? What to do? One way to think about the scene is to remember 

that shepherds are people close to nature. They are ever attentive to the              

environment, looking out for their sheep, especially the lambs, watching for signs 

good and bad, of safety and danger.  

On the night when angels gave them lots of signs, they went to check out an unknown, unexpected, newborn  

baby near their field. Once the two parties met, both were happy – the parents and the shepherds. We can       

imagine the shepherds doing all they could to assure the baby’s well-being. Then the shepherds made it a point 

to share the good news with others.  

These days our planet is sending out all kinds of signs that our environment is in trouble, threatening people’s 

health, well-being and lives. It’s important that we like the shepherds pay attention to what is going on around us 

and then do what we can to keep everyone safe – sheep, babies, adults, the community, mother earth.  

This New Year calls us to pay close attention to what is going on in the global environment of our common home 

– rising temperatures, rising waters, furious hurricanes, huge fires, atmospheric pollution, viral pandemics,     

famine, massive migrations. God calls us to see and do all we can to keep everyone around us safe and cared 

for, reducing as we can the threats to life on earth and enhancing the prospects of everyone’s well-being.  

Mary and Joseph allowed God to work through them and she delivered a Savior to shepherds and threatened 

people in the dark everywhere. This New Year's Day when we celebrate Mary gives each of us a chance to read 

the signs of our times as she and the shepherds did theirs. Each year we, like them, are called to allow God to do 

something similar through us, what’s needed for life on earth in 2021. 

This resource is provided by Catholic Climate Covenant in collaboration with the Integral Faith Team, a group of 

male and female religious, priests, and lay people dedicated to serving the Church.  

https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/files/resource/attachment/1.1.2021_Solemnity_of_Mary.pdf 

 

https://catholicclimatecovenant.org/files/resource/attachment/1.1.2021_Solemnity_of_Mary.pdf 

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH / PARROQUIA DEL ESPÍRITU SANTO 

Passages from Laudato Si'  

All it takes is one good person to restore hope. (#71)  

A sense of deep communion with the rest of nature cannot be real if our hearts lack tenderness, compassion and 

concern for our fellow human beings. (#91)  

One Person of the Trinity entered into the created cosmos, throwing in his lot with it, even to the cross. From the 

beginning of the world, but particularly through the incarnation, the mystery of Christ is at work in a hidden       

manner in the natural world as a whole, without thereby impinging on its autonomy. (#99)  
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206-783-1190
425-974-1003

Guaranteed work!  
“Ask your neighbor!” 
40 Years of Integrity & Skill

Rhonda Harris
Real Estate Broker
253-951-7046

rhondaharris@johnlscott.com

713 Central Ave N 
 Kent, 98032

(253) 852-2620 
 www.marlattfuneralhome.com

 merry
maids

now hiring weekdays, no nights

Home Cleaning Service
253-833-6171

www.merrymaids.com

206-783-4129
425-455-1310

“The Plumber 
People Recommend”

           40 Years of Integrity and Skill

That’s when you can count 
on State Farm®

I know life doesn’t come
with a schedule. That’s why
at State Farm you can always
count on me for whatever
you need – 24/7, 365.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Anytime. Anywhere.
Any day...

1101198.1 State Farm, Home O�ce, Bloomington, IL

Cesar G Ramos, Agent
26019 104th Avenue SE Suite 102
Kent, WA  98030
Bus: 253-277-8418
cesar.ramos.y5of@statefarm.com 
Mon-Fri 9:00am-6:00pm       
Call-In or Click-In 24/7    
Text or Call Anytime!  
Se habla Español

Washington

CatholicMatch.com/WA

Now Hiring Caregivers
Base Wage: $16.45-$19.85

Excellent Health benefits • Paid Time Off/Retirement 
To apply: ccsww.org/careers 

 

Now Hiring Caregivers   
Base Wage: $15.50-$18.00   

•

1-877-870-1582

800-626-3213

Diesel, Gas, 

Heating Oil

Lubricants, 

Grease, Racing

Gas, Truck 

Sales & Repair
                                800-626-3213 
                              Diesel, Gas, Heating Oil 
                                    Lubricants, Grease, Racing  
                                   Gas, Truck Sales & Repair 

QUIERES ABRIR UN NEGOCIO Y NO
SABES POR DONDE EMPEZAR?
Llámame al (253) 835-5715

Nosotros te ayudamos con todo el proceso
desde principio a fin. También contamos con
seguros de SR-22, seguros para tu licencia de

conducir, de negocios, bonds , etc.

Llámanos al 253-835-5715

10830 SE Kent Kangley Rd Ste 100A in Kent

Contact Rob Witte to place an  
ad today! rwitte@4LPi.com  

or (800) 950-9952 x2501


