
Mission Statement 

Moved by the Holy Spirit,  

love God, 

love others and  

live the Gospel of Jesus. 

 

 

Vision Statement 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is an inclusive community of committed disciples of Jesus Christ. The parish of-

fers all people an experience of belonging. We help people know and believe they are essential contributors 

to the spirit of love, generosity and growth of the community. Led by the Holy Spirit, we joyfully draw others 

into a relationship with Christ, nurture spiritual growth and work to create a more just and humane world. 

15226 21st Ave SW, Burien, WA 98166         PO Box 929, Seahurst, WA 98062 

Parish Office:  206-242-4575 and www.stfoa.org 

October 4th, 2020 



St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Parish 

October 4th, 2020—Welcome! 

Welcome to our parish family. If you are new or retuning to the parish, we hope that you will feel at home here.  

    Our Mission...Moved by the Holy Spirit, our vision is to love God, love others and live the Gospel of Jesus.  

 

                                   SACRAMENTS: 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Saturdays at 4:00 PM.   Anytime 

by appointment. 

Sacrament of Baptism: Parents seeking Baptism for  their child 

need to call the Parish Office, (206) 242-4575 for an                

appointment prior to attending the pre-baptism session and     

planning a Baptism date. 

Sacrament of Marriage: The Parish Office must be      contacted 

at least 6 months prior to setting a wedding date to allow        

adequate time for pre-marriage preparations. One of the parties 

or parents must be a registered participating member of the   

parish before setting a wedding date. 

Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion: 

Children must be baptized Roman Catholic or have made a    

profession of faith before their seventh   birthday.  They must be 

at least seven years of age.     Preparation for these sacraments 

is a two-year process.  Please contact Cheryl Brooten at 

cbrooten@stfoa-parish.org or at 206-242-4575 Ext. 24 for more 

information. 

Sacrament of Confirmation: Catholic youth, age 16 through 19, 

who regularly participate at Mass, may be Confirmed through the 

adolescent program.  Older adults receive Confirmation through 

RCIA. For youth not attending a Catholic High School, preparation 

requires two years and may begin during freshman year.  Youth 

in Catholic High School need only attend one year of preparation.  

 

If your child is planning to receive First Eucharist with their 2nd 

Grade class in the Spring and they have NOT received the  Sacrament 

of Baptism 

Please follow these steps in preparation for First Eucharist: 

 One parent must be Catholic 

 If the child is not yet 7 years old, they should receive the 

Sacrament of Baptism before their seventh  birthday.    Con-

tact Elizabeth (206) 242-4575, ext 25 for  information. 

 Individuals seeking baptism or those baptized in another 

ecclesial community who are age seven or older should go 

through the RCIC (Rite of Christian Initiation of Children) 

process which will begin this Fall. They will receive the    

sacraments of Baptism,  Confirmation and Eucharist at the  

Easter Vigil. Contact Cheryl Brooten, 242-4575, ext 24 for 

information. 

 

Parish Website:  stfoa.org 
 

 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM  Friday: Closed; Closed for lunch 12-12:30 

Parish Office (206) 242-4575; parishoffice@stfoa.org ; Parish Fax (206) 242-1957 School Office  (206) 243-5690 

 

Pastor: 
Fr Dick Hayatsu …………………. Ext. 11  
Deacon: 
Theman Pham...TP1348@yahoo.com 
 
Pastoral Associate for Administration: 
John Eisen………………….………...Ext 15 
 
Pastoral Asst. for Faith Formation 
Cheryl Brooten.........................Ext 24 

 

Pastoral Asst for Liturgy, RCIA, Baptism 

Elizabeth Hanks…………………… Ext. 25 

 

Pastoral Asst. for Outreach 
Frances Davis……………………Ext. 29 
 
Pastoral Asst. for Music 
Denise Duque……………….. … Ext 33 
 
Youth Minister 
Kevin Schilling…………………..Ext. 32 
 
Bookkeeper   
Mary Ingersoll…………… …     Ext 13 
Facilities Supervisor 
Dan Payne………… ……….….    Ext 34 
Parish Secretary   
Naomi Tuttle………………..….  Ext 10 

St. Francis School Principal: 
Rosemary Leifer……….206-243-5690 
CYO Athletic Director 
Junior Kitiona 
 
Wedding Coordinator...Janet Seidl 
Pastoral Volunteer, Tribunal Advocacy: 
Judy Callahan…………..(206) 841-6947 
Deb Lyon………………… (206) 450-4952 
 
Knights of Columbus 
Michael P. Myers           206-819-9624 
St. Vincent de Paul 
Mary McGarry           206-433-7758 
 



Liturgy, Baptism and 
 Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

       Elizabeth Hanks — ehhanks@sftoa-parish.org 

  

   

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Celebrate the Feast of St. 

Francis of Assisi this 

weekend!  We will have 

a Blessing of Animals as 

a Drive-by Blessing at Noon 

on Sunday, October 4th. You 

can bring your pet or your child can bring their 

favorite stuffie (stuffed animal) for a Blessing. 

We will create a line of cars in the parking lot. 

Drive up to the bottom of the church stairs 

where Fr. Dick will sprinkle holy water and 

pray the Blessing. Please remain in your car, 

wear a mask, and roll down the windows as you 

approach Father. We will be giving out pet tags 

to the first 100 people. 

The Mass will be live-streamed at 1:00 PM on Sat-

urday, October 3rd, without a community present. 

The parts of the Mass that were sung prior to the 

coronavirus will be sung at this Mass.  These live-

streamed Masses will take place on the first and 

third Saturdays of every month beginning on Octo-

ber 3rd, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. We will 

continue to have our regular Saturday Mass at 5:00 

PM and Sunday Masses at 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM. 

Remember to make a reservation! 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation...Are you interested 

in learning more about the Catholic Church with the 

intent to receive the Sacraments? We are excited to 

welcome you to the Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults (RCIA). This process is for those not yet bap-

tized, those baptized in another Christian Tradition 

and those who are un-catechized but were baptized in 

the Catholic Church. It is a good way for parents with 

children in St. Francis of Assisi school that are from 

other faith traditions to find out what your children 

are learning. To find out if this process is right for 

you, please contact Elizabeth Hanks in the Parish Of-

fice, extension 25 to set up an appointment to discuss 

the process and receive paperwork. 

We have a new Baptism Process. All Baptisms 

are being scheduled as private Baptisms. I can 

send the Baptism paperwork to you to be filled 

out and explain the process if you email me 

ehhanks@yahoo.com or call the parish office, 

ext. 25. 

Your Help is Needed!   I need about 5 people 

to help wax the pews. The sanitizing of the pew 

is very hard on the finish of the pews. If you can 

help with this project call Elizabeth in the parish 

office, ext. 25 and leave a message or email me. 

 

 

  

    On this first weekend of October, we cele-
brate the feast day of our Patron, St. Francis of Assi-
si. The Masses this weekend will be in honor of St. 
Francis although the readings for the Mass will be 
taken from the 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time. We 
will have the blessings of animals in a drive-through 
fashion in the parking lot at the bottom of the stairs. I 
know that you will not be able to bring your large ani-
mals in your car, like horses and cows and camels 
and elephants. Luckily, most of you do not have 
those kinds of animals to be blessed. If you did bring 
them in your car, we would probably have to give you 
the Sacrament of the Sick because you would be half
-dead from being squeezed to death by your large 

pet. We will probably have our usual gathering of 
dogs and a few cats. It will be quieter than usual be-
cause the dogs will not be barking at each other as 
they would in times past. 

 St. Francis was a gentle spirit who loved crea-
tion and all the living people and things that occupied 
this earth. He was a person who could live through 
this pandemic and bring us all closer to God and to 
each other. He could teach how to live more simply 
in the embrace of God and each other. If these times 
are getting to you, offer a prayer to St. Francis asking 
for a spirit to embrace each moment with love and 
the spirit of God’s joy.  ...Fr. Dick   



 CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

 
Scripture Readings for next week, 

Oct. 11th—28th Sun. in Ordinary Time 
Reading 1:  Is. 25: 6-10a 
Reading 2: Phil. 4: 12-14 

Psalm:  23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 
Gospel:  Matt. 22: 1-14 

 

YOUR PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please call parish office if you need a Mass 
card.    206-242-4575 X10.  A card will be 
mailed to you.   

 
Oct. 5  Marie & Ted Lauzier RIP 
  Ed Serow  SI 
 
Oct. 6  Christine Guinasso RIP 
  Sam & Sue Aiello SI 
  
Oct. 8  Leslie Stevenson-Johnson RIP 
  Joe Schlegel   RIP 
       

Oct. 2  Tanya, St. Anne’s RIP 

  Miles Otoupal SI 

  Jennifer Hansen SI 

   *** 

 

 

“The loving and universal scope of Jesus 
Christ provides us with a model of how to 
recognize and celebrate truth on the many 
different paths to God. Christians had a very 
good model and messenger in Jesus, but 
many outliers actually came to the ‘banquet’ 
more easily as Jesus often says in his para-
bles of the resented and resisted banquet 
(Matt. 22: 1-10; Luke 14: 7-24) where “the 
wedding hall was filled with guests, both 
good and bad alike.” (Matthew 22:10) 

What are we to do with such divine irrespon-
sibility, such endless largesse, such an un-
willingness on God’s part to build walls or 
create unneeded boundaries.”    

 ...Richard Rohr  

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

      

 
  

   

   

 

Mon. Oct. 5th     Mass, 9am  

  Sr. Nancy Memorial, 11am 

Tues. Oct. 6th    Mass, 9am  

Wed. Oct. 7th Zoom Bible Study 12:30P & 7P 

  Zoom conversation series  7P 

Thu.  Oct.8th Mass. 9am 

  Alpha/RCIA Zoom 7-8:15 pm 

Fri. Oct 9th Mass, 9am   

Sat. Oct 10th Confessions, 4--4:30 Sacristy 

  Mass, 5pm  

Sun., Oct 11th Mass, 8am 

  Mass, 10am 

——————————————————— 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE PAPER COPIES OF BULLE-
TINS FROM  APRIL TO DATE, MAILED TO YOU, 
PLEASE CALL PARISH OFFICE  AT 206-200-

0654X10. 

   *** 

“Addressing homelessness with Compassion 

In our Communities.” 

Please join us for a Zoom presentation  featuring  

Rev. Rick Reynolds, 

Operation Nightwatch in Seattle 

Tuesday, October 6th, 7-8:30 pm 

This presentation is hosted by the Life, Justice and 

Peace committee at St. Francis 

of Assisi Parish 

Please contact Maria Balsiger at  

smjdbalsiger@msn.com to receive the zoom meeting 

information. 



Liturgy, Baptism and Rite of Chris-

tian Initiation of Adults 

Contact Elizabeth Hanks, Pastoral Assistant 

St. Francis of Assisi P arish at  (206) 

242-4575, ext. 25 or email: 

ehanks@stfoa-parish.org 

Stewardship of Talents: Because the OVS 
web page is under construction, we are delay-
ing our renewal of Talents. 

 

Stewardship of Treasure Report (July 

through September 20) 

2020-2021   Budget  Actual 

Sunday Envelopes 97,918   117,601 

Online Giving          79,750             86,618 

Loose Change          1,425               2,647 

                           $179,093         $187,655  

       Net +27,772 

Thank you for your financial support of 

our church ministries and services! 

 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

Parish Office remains closed due to staff short-
age. Appointment only. New and Improved 
Church App: If you want to live stream Sunday 
Mass or stay abreast of the latest parish and 
school events and activities, then this App is 
for you. If you want to make donations to the 
church using your phone, this App is for you. 
Go to your App store and type in “st francis 
parish Seahurst” Or go to our Stfoa.org web 
page and watch Fr. Dick download our church 
app. New and Improved St. Francis Web Site: 
Our Sunday Visitor has replaced our current 
web page with a new template and added 
many new features. We are very excited by 
this change. However, it may take a couple of 
weeks to move our stuff from the “Current” to 
the New and Improved Web Page.  

 

 

 

 

 The new school year is now well underway.  It 
began as it ended last spring, with our students learning 
at a distance. It is distance learning 2.0.  After the Gover-
nor announced that all schools in Washington were to 
close their doors in order to limit the spread of COVID-19, 
we met to plan. Our teachers gathered teaching materi-
als, parents came to school and picked them up, and we 
began online learning the day schools officially closed.   
We learned a lot last spring, and our teachers and staff 
spent the summer working hard to improve our online 
learning plan and ready our building for our students’ 
eventual return to in-person learning.  It has been quite a 
journey! 
 As Father Dick wrote in an earlier letter, although 
all of our students are still distance learning, we do have 
a group at school.  Some of our parents are essential 
workers, and they needed childcare for their children 
during the school day.  The students in our Essential 
Workers Child Care program are still learning 
online.  They see their classroom teachers on Zooms and 
get their assignments online through Google Classroom, 
just as the students working from home do.  The students 
in our EWCC are helped by some of our specialists and 
other building and Extended Day support staff.  Mona 
Anderson, our Extended Day Coordinator, runs the pro-
gram for us. 
 Our EWCC program has provided us with real life 
practice in bringing students into the building.  With daily 
temperature checks, desks six feet apart, face masks, so-
cial distancing, cohort groups, continual cleaning of com-
mon touch areas, frequent handwashing and much more, 
we have learned a lot. This will help us as we begin to 
bring students back to the classrooms.  
 The King County Health Department tracks the 
number of cases per 100,000.  Based on the counts, they 
have said we are now in medium risk, which means we 
may begin bringing our youngest students back to 
school.  Unless there is a dramatic increase in the number 
of COVID-`19 case in King County, we plan to start wel-
coming our kindergarten and first grade students back to 
the school building on October 12th.  Those parents not 
ready to send their kindergarten or first graders back will 
continue learning at a distance, although the program will 
be modified. Whether in-person or at a distance, kinder-
garten and first grade, will continue! 
These are very different times.  Please keep us in your 
prayers just as we keep you in our prayers, and togeth-
er, we will continue to be the people God calls us to be. 
 

 

 

Stewardship & Administration 
John Eisen, jeisen@stfoa-parish.org 

ST. FRANCIS of ASSISI SCHOOL 

 Rosemary Leifer, Principal 



 
 

Outreach and Social Justice 
Frances Davis 

Faith Formation 

Cheryl Brooten 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Building Trust 

Who doesn’t want peace of mind and heart? A big reason 
peace is such a precious commodity, is that our instinctu-
al fear of suffering hinders us from truly trusting God. No 
one, in their right mind, seeks out suffering. We rightly 
take reasonable precautions to avoid unnecessary pain 
and trauma. Once these steps and safeguards are in 
place however, do we continue to fret over what might 
happen? Does our fear of suffering bring anxiety and wor-
ry even when we have done all we can? Or do we trust 
that, even if something bad happens, God will somehow, 
in some way, be able to bring about good along with the 
suffering? This is often the point where faith is either de-
veloped or lost. 

No one can fully explain evil and suffering in this world. 
Their presence, for many people, form the basis of either 
a belief that God doesn’t exist or, if he does, he doesn’t 
care. As Christians we cannot deny that, all too often, we 
cannot see the good God will be able to bring about in 
suffering. Certainly, from our perspective, nothing good 
happened when the World Trade Center was destroyed, 
or at the bombing of Pearl Harbor or the horrors of Auch-
witz. We cannot discern how these horrible events could 
have any positive or redeeming value. Had we been living 
in Jerusalem around 30 AD or so, we probably would not 
have seen how anything good could come out of crucify-
ing Jesus either. Certainly, his disciples did not! God’s 
answer, the Resurrection of Jesus, was something that 
no one could predict. The bald truth is that either we trust 
that God is in control, no matter what happens, or we 
don’t. And if we don’t, peace will never be ours. 

How do we go about letting go of our fear and developing 
that trust in a loving and faithful God? Fr. Jacques Phillipe 
tells us that we must spend time contemplating the life of 
Jesus. Who can doubt the fidelity of God’s infinite love 
and personal concern after what he did for us through his 
only Son? “One can never insist enough on the necessity 
of quiet meditative prayer….In order to resist fear and 
discouragement, it is necessary that through prayer—
through a personal experience of God re-encountered, 
recognized and loved in prayer—we taste and see how 
good the Lord is (Psalm 34).” There is no substitute for 
daily prayer, daily reflections on the goodness of God and 
continual striving to abandon our lives into the care of a 
loving Father. Suffering will show up anyway, sooner or 
later, independent of our level of fear. Our only real 
choice is between fear and anxiety about suffering or 
trust and peace.  Through growing daily in choosing trust, 
we will know peace. … 

Quotes from Father Jacques Philippe, Searching for and 
Maintaining Peace, George and Jannic Driscoll, trns. So-
ciety of St Paul: Staten Island, NY 2002    

                           WATER 
Following a disaster like an earthquake or a hurricane, 
one of the most immediate needs is water that  is safe to 
drink.  

 In this country most of us take water for granted until 
we read about places where water has been contamina-
ted.  

Water is a social justice issue affecting the quality of 
all our lives.  

Water is necessary for life.  How much do you know 
about water?   

Have your family take the 3-minute water quiz and 
 find out.   
Circle T for true or F for false. 

 
1. Every 21 seconds, a child somewhere in the world 
      dies from a water-related illness.  (T) (F) 
 
2. 99% of annual deaths from water, sanitation, and 
      Hygiene-related causes occur in the developing     
 world.  (T) (F) 
                                                                            
3. More than 3 million people – approximately the popu-

lation of the city of Los Angeles – die each year from  
      water-related diseases.   (T) (F) 

 

4. More people die from wars than tainted water and 
      poor sanitation.  (T) (F) 
 
5.   A North American who takes a 5-minute shower uses   
      more water than the average slum dweller of a devel  
      oping country uses in one day.   (T) (F) 

 
6.  In Africa alone, 345 million people live without access 
      to water.  (T) (F) 

 
7. Worldwide, more people have a mobile phone than a 
       toilet.  (T) (F) 

 
8. Women throughout the world spend 200 million hours 
    each week collecting water.  (T) (F) 

 
9. 443 million school days are lost each year due to ill 
     ness caused by tainted water.   (T) (F) 

 
10.  People living in informal settlements (slums) pay the 
same per liter of water as wealthy people living in the 
same city.   (T) (F) 

ANSWERS: 
(1 – 3: True)    (4: False) 
 (5 – 7: True) 
 (8: False: Correct answer 200 million 
 hours each day.) 
 (9: True)  
(10: False: Correct answer: They often pay 5 to 10 times 
more.) 
      Here is a fact about bottled water:  It takes more water 
to produce the plastic bottle than the amount of water the 
bottle holds.  

 

 



  TAKE NOTE!! YOUTH MINISTRY—KEVIN SCHILLING 

Our Catholic cemeteries, here in the Puget Sound ar-
ea, are a long-standing sacred ministry of our Local 
Church. Within that context our cemeteries extend 
the Archbishop’s ministry and message: “Our Catholic 
cemetery tradition testifies to the sacredness of life 
and our faith and hope in the Resurrection. . . I hope 
that you will see both the rich heritage and the spiritu-
al value of our Catholic Cemeteries. It is a great gift 
that you give to your family by making these decisions 
well in advance.” (Most Rev. Paul D. Etienne,  
Archbishop of Seattle) 
 
This message is meant for all Catholics, and it is in-
tended so that all parishioners have this information 
long before there is an immediate need. It can, there-
fore, help and guide Catholic families to make faith -
filled decisions when there is a death in their family. 
The best way to communicate this message continues 
to be through our Parish Communities. 
For the months of October and November 2020, the 
cemeteries are offering: 
 
*        A substantial 10% Pre-Arrangement Discount for 
those who pre-arrange their burial property. This dis-
count will then also apply to other pre-arranged ser-
vices. 
             
*       In an effort to support the ministry of the parish, 
Associated Catholic Cemeteries will donate $100.00 to 
your parish for each parish household who elect to 
pre-plan their burial property during this two-month 
period. This donation will be remitted to the parish in 
December following the conclusion of this offering. A 
similar program offered by the Catholic cemeteries 
last Spring for the Memorial Day period provided do-
nations of over $11,000 to area parishes.  
 
These times are extraordinary and not without chal-
lenges. Yet, the work and ministry of the Church at all 
levels continues in service to the People of God. We 
thank you for your participation in assisting the Catho-
lic Cemeteries to reach your parishioners with this 
important message. I pray that your parish staff are 
safe and healthy during these challenging times. 
Associated Catholic Cemeteries 
205 NE 205th St 
Shoreline, WA 98155 
(206) 366 - 8834  
  

Dear St. Francis Parishioners... 

 We have an exciting new opportunity for 

you! One way that the Church works to bring the 

Good News of Jesus into your life is by providing 

opportunities to ask questions about how the Catho-

lic faith works and guides you to think about current 

events, ideas, and issues.  

 The Parish is excited to offer a Conversation 

Series on topics of importance for the Church and 

the world of today. Each week, we will have a dif-

ferent topic. At the beginning of the week, you will 

be sent materials to explore that topic on your own, 

and each afternoon, we will gather on Zoom to just 

have a low-key conversation about those topics. 

This is how it’d work: on Sunday night you’d re-

ceive an email with a few articles, websites, and 

videos to explore one of the topics. Then for three 

days, you will have time to pray, think, and formu-

late thoughts on those ideas. Then on Wednesday 

evening, we as a group would gather for an hour to 

just have a casual conversation to explore those is-

sues and where the Church stands/where it guides 

us.  

 This is open to any and all parishioners, es-

pecially catered to families and young people inter-

ested in discussing these issues.  

 You'll find the topics and schedule below. If 

you are interested in participating, please contact 

Youth Minister Kevin Schilling at kschilling@stfoa

-parish.org by the end of September. You can sign 

up for all of them, or just some of them. I hope to 

see you there! 

Conversation Starter Series Schedule, Wednesdays 

at 7 P.M. 

October 7 –    Poverty, Race, and Class 

October 14 –  Environmental Spirituality 

October 21 –  Transforming Parishes Today 

October 28 –  Catholic Citizenship 

November 4 - Women in the Church 

November 11 – Millennial Spirituality 

November 18 – Ecumenism 

December 2 –   Consumerism & Christianity 
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