
Mission Statement 

Moved by the Holy Spirit,  

love God, 

love others and  

live the Gospel of Jesus. 

 

 

Vision Statement 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish is an inclusive community of committed disciples of Jesus Christ. The parish of-

fers all people an experience of belonging. We help people know and believe they are essential contributors 

to the spirit of love, generosity and growth of the community. Led by the Holy Spirit, we joyfully draw others 

into a relationship with Christ, nurture spiritual growth and work to create a more just and humane world. 

15226 21st Ave SW, Burien, WA 98166         PO Box 929, Seahurst, WA 98062 

Parish Office:  206-242-4575 and www.stfoa.org 

October 18th, 2020 



St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Parish 

October 18th, 2020—Welcome! 

Welcome to our parish family. If you are new or retuning to the parish, we hope that you will feel at home here.  

    Our Mission...Moved by the Holy Spirit, our vision is to love God, love others and live the Gospel of Jesus.  

 

                                   SACRAMENTS: 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  Saturdays at 4:00 PM.   Anytime 

by appointment. 

Sacrament of Baptism: Parents seeking Baptism for  their child 

need to call the Parish Office, (206) 242-4575 for an                

appointment prior to attending the pre-baptism session and     

planning a Baptism date. 

Sacrament of Marriage: The Parish Office must be      contacted 

at least 6 months prior to setting a wedding date to allow        

adequate time for pre-marriage preparations. One of the parties 

or parents must be a registered participating member of the   

parish before setting a wedding date. 

Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion: 

Children must be baptized Roman Catholic or have made a    

profession of faith before their seventh   birthday.  They must be 

at least seven years of age.     Preparation for these sacraments 

is a two-year process.  Please contact Cheryl Brooten at 

cbrooten@stfoa-parish.org or at 206-242-4575 Ext. 24 for more 

information. 

Sacrament of Confirmation: Catholic youth, age 16 through 19, 

who regularly participate at Mass, may be Confirmed through the 

adolescent program.  Older adults receive Confirmation through 

RCIA. For youth not attending a Catholic High School, preparation 

requires two years and may begin during freshman year.  Youth 

in Catholic High School need only attend one year of preparation.  

 

If your child is planning to receive First Eucharist with their 2nd 

Grade class in the Spring and they have NOT received the  Sacrament 

of Baptism 

Please follow these steps in preparation for First Eucharist: 

 One parent must be Catholic 

 If the child is not yet 7 years old, they should receive the 

Sacrament of Baptism before their seventh  birthday.    Con-

tact Elizabeth (206) 242-4575, ext 25 for  information. 

 Individuals seeking baptism or those baptized in another 

ecclesial community who are age seven or older should go 

through the RCIC (Rite of Christian Initiation of Children) 

process which will begin this Fall. They will receive the    

sacraments of Baptism,  Confirmation and Eucharist at the  

Easter Vigil. Contact Cheryl Brooten, 242-4575, ext 24 for 

information. 

 

Parish Website:  stfoa.org 
 

 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Thursday: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM  Friday: Closed; Closed for lunch 12-12:30 

Parish Office (206) 242-4575; parishoffice@stfoa.org ; Parish Fax (206) 242-1957 School Office  (206) 243-5690 

 

Pastor: 
Fr Dick Hayatsu …………………. Ext. 11  
Deacon: 
Theman Pham...TP1348@yahoo.com 
 
Pastoral Associate for Administration: 
John Eisen………………….………...Ext 15 
 
Pastoral Asst. for Faith Formation 
Cheryl Brooten.........................Ext 24 

 

Pastoral Asst for Liturgy, RCIA, Baptism 

Elizabeth Hanks…………………… Ext. 25 

 

Pastoral Asst. for Outreach 
Frances Davis……………………Ext. 29 
 
Pastoral Asst. for Music 
Denise Duque……………….. … Ext 33 
 
Youth Minister 
Kevin Schilling…………………..Ext. 32 
 
Bookkeeper   
Mary Ingersoll…………… …     Ext 13 
Facilities Supervisor 
Dan Payne………… ……….….    Ext 34 
Parish Secretary   
Naomi Tuttle………………..….  Ext 10 

St. Francis School Principal: 
Rosemary Leifer……….206-243-5690 
CYO Athletic Director 
Junior Kitiona 
 
Wedding Coordinator...Janet Seidl 
Pastoral Volunteer, Tribunal Advocacy: 
Judy Callahan…………..(206) 841-6947 
Deb Lyon………………… (206) 450-4952 
 
Knights of Columbus 
Michael P. Myers           206-819-9624 
St. Vincent de Paul 
Mary McGarry           206-433-7758 
 



Liturgy, Baptism and 
 Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

       Elizabeth Hanks — ehhanks@sftoa-parish.org 

  

   

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Live-Streamed Mass 

The Mass will be live-streamed at 1:00 PM 
on Saturdays, without a community present 
on the first and third Saturdays of each 
month. The parts of the Mass that were sung pri-
or to the coronavirus will be sung at this Mass. 
We will continue to have our regular Saturday 
Mass at 5:00 PM (live-streamed on the second 
and fourth Saturdays) and Sunday Masses at 
8:00 AM and 10:00 AM. Remember to make a 
reservation for in-person Masses! 

Rite of Christian Initiation 

Are you interested in learning more about the 
Catholic Church with the intent to receive the 
Sacraments? We are excited to welcome you to 
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). 
This process is for those not yet baptized, those 
baptized in another Christian Tradition and those 
who are un-catechized but were baptized in the 
Catholic Church. It is a good way for parents 
with children in St. Francis of Assisi school that 
are from other faith traditions to find out what 
your children are learning. To find out if this pro-
cess is right for you, please contact Elizabeth 
Hanks in the Parish Office, extension 25 to set 
up an appointment to discuss the process and 
receive paperwork. 

 

 

We have a new Baptism Process. 

All Baptisms are being scheduled as private 
Baptisms. I can send the Baptism paperwork to 
you to be filled out and explain the process if you 
email me ehhanks@yahoo.com or call the parish 
office, ext. 25. 

 

Your Help is Needed! 

I need about 5 people to help wax the pews. The 
sanitizing of the pew is very hard on the finish of 
the pews. If you can help with this project call 
Elizabeth in the parish office, ext. 25 and leave a 
message or email me. 

 

Daily Masses 

We will NOT have daily Mass Tuesday through 
Friday, October 20th through 23rd. 

 

 

 
 

 

  

    I will be gone for a few more days of vacation 
this week until Thursday evening. With this COVID-
19 and distancing, our meetings are on Zoom. There-
fore, I can be away on vacation and still attend the 
meetings here in the parish. That is one advantage of 
this pandemic. I can arrange my tee times at the golf 
course around my Zoom meetings. Of course, if it is 
raining then I might just as well be on the Zoom 
meeting. I will pray for sunshine and warm weather in 
the middle of October. 

 School will be starting for Kindergarten 
through the Second Grade. I am sure that the chil-
dren and the parents will be happy for this change. 

 Of course, things can change if there is an outbreak 
of the virus. These are challenging times for every-
one. Pray that our children and teachers will be safe 
and that we can bring back our Third and Fourth 
Grades and then our Fifth and Sixth Grades. 

 I pray that all of you continue to be safe and 
remain healthy. I pray that we will eventually get 
COVID-19 under control and an effective vaccine is 
developed soon. Take care. Wear a mask and keep 
a safe distance between you and everyone else. Of 
course, if you are in the same family living at home, 
let them know that you love them. ...Fr. Dick  



 CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

 
Scripture Readings for next week, 

Oct. 25th—30th Sun. in Ordinary Time 
Reading 1:  Ex. 22: 20-26 

Reading 2: I Thess. 1: 5c-10 
Psalm:  18: 2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 

Gospel: 22: 34-40 
 

YOUR PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please call parish office if you need a Mass 
card.    206-242-4575 X10.  A card will be mailed 
to you.   
 

 
Oct. 19 Wendy Grainger RIP 
  Mary Tuttle  SI 
  
Oct. 20 No Mass-Fr. Dick Away   
 
Oct. 22 No Mass-Fr. Dick Away  
  

Oct. 23 No Mass-Fr. Dick away 

 

   ***** 

  MINISTERING SPIRITS 

 Never go anywhere without the angels 

who watch God’s face and listen to be sought. 

Greater than you, yet they have joy to serve you. 

Never go blundering through the jungle, thought, 

without a clear-eyed one to part the branches, 

shout snake or swamp-hole, cry a rock beware. 

The angels of the Lord encamp around you 

in any place you pitch your tents for prayer. 

Know that your soul takes radiance from  

the angels. 

She glories in these creatures of her kind 

and sees herself thus lightsome, free as wind. 

She stands abashed when the flesh rudely brings 

its homage to these pure intelligences 

and tries to crowd their beauty into bodies 

and weight their grace with gravity of wings. 

Jessica Powers, The Selected Poetry 

 of Jessica Powers 

Jessica Powers (Sister Miriam of the Holy Spirit, 

1905–1988) was a Discalced Carmelite nun and mem-

ber of the Carmel of the Mother of God, Pewaukee, 

Wisconsin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

      

 
  

   

   

 

Mon. Oct. 19th    Mass, 9am 

Tues. Oct. 20th   No Mass     

Wed. Oct. 21st   Zoom Bible Study 12:30P & 7P 

    Zoom conversation series  7P 

Thu.  Oct. 22    Alpha/RCIA Zoom 7-8:15 pm 

Fri. Oct 23rd No Mass, 

  Kurth Funeral, 1:30pm   

Sat. Oct 24th Confessions, 4--4:30 Sacristy 

  Mass, 5pm  

Sun., Oct 25th Mass, 8am 

  Mass, 10am 

—————————————————————— 

The Life, Justice & Peace Zoom meeting 
with Rev. Rick Reynolds of Operation 
Nightwatch re Homelessness is moved to 
the 27th at 7pm. More info to come! 

   *** 

This weekend, we will celebrate World Mis-
sion Sunday. Pope Francis is inviting the en-
tire church to support priests, religious and 
lay leaders around the world as they bring 
the Gospel to those most in need. Please 
keep the Pope’s missions in your prayers 
and be generous in your support of next 
week’s collection.  

   *** 

From Dan Payne...Thank you to Keith 
Mooney for getting the old windows to 
work in the Parish Hall.    Very stuck since 
the 1970's maybe;  ropes and pulleys are 
fixed  now to open the windows for ventila-
tion when the students are back.  



Liturgy, Baptism and Rite of Chris-

tian Initiation of Adults 

Contact Elizabeth Hanks, Pastoral Assistant 

St. Francis of Assisi P arish at  (206) 

242-4575, ext. 25 or email: 

ehanks@stfoa-parish.org 

Stewardship of Talents: Because the parish 
web page is under construction, we are delay-
ing our Renewal of Talents to January, 2021. 

Stewardship of Treasure Report (July 

through September 30) 

2020-2021   Budget  Actual 

Sunday Envelopes   106,335  131,784 

Online Giving     87,000         89,886 

Loose Change       1,525     2,876 

           $ 194,860     $224,686 

         Net +29,826 

Thank you for your financial support of our 

church ministries and services. 

 

ADMINISTRATION:  Parish Office is a small 

area with poor air quality. To protect staff and 
visitors, we require visitors to make an ap-
pointment. Bulletin Readership: We think fewer 
than 114 people are reading our parish bulle-
tin. We were considering a variety of ways to 
address that problem like an email newsletter, 
then the Communication Team found a new 
software program called Constant Contact. 
Constant Contact generates a newsletter that 
is sent by email. This email Newsletter will be 
very much like our current bulletin, though the 
layout will be different. The cool thing is: Con-
stant Contact newsletter will be embedded in 
the email itself, so you don’t need to open up 
an attachment or go to our web site to read it. 
It is in the body of the email. Finance Council 
meets on Tuesday at 7:00PM. Stewardship of 
Treasure Renewal begins on the weekend 
of October 24 & 25. Our New Web Page is un-
der construction and we hope to have it up and 
running very soon.  

 

 

 
 Last week we welcomed many of our 
Kindergarteners and first graders back to 
school. Because of publishing deadlines for  
the parish bulletin, I am writing this column 
the Saturday before our youngest students 
returned to the school building. Although 
I don’t know how the week went, I do know 
how incredibly hard our staff, kindergarten 
and first grade teachers and aides have  
worked to bring their students back to school 
safely and thoughtfully while continuing to 
support students who continue to distance 
learn.  
 
 
 These are challenging times for all of 
us. Having parents, teachers, and students 
come together in support of learning whether 
at a distance or in-person continues the St. 
Francis of Assisi School tradition of educa-
tional excellence.  
 
 

Thank you for your prayers 
and continued support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

                           

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Stewardship & Administration 
John Eisen, jeisen@stfoa-parish.org 

ST. FRANCIS of ASSISI SCHOOL 

 Rosemary Leifer, Principal 



 
 

Outreach and Social Justice 
Frances Davis 

Faith Formation 

Cheryl Brooten 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 Me? A Saint? 

 So often we labor under the false notion that only real-

ly special people are called to be saints, people like priests, 

religious or missionaries. Since we haven’t chosen a life’s vo-

cation that allows us to devote all of our time and attention to 

doing work obviously intended for God, we mistakenly con-

clude that being a saint isn’t for us. Actually, we have a mis-

guided conception of what makes a saint. Saints are not limited 

to people who have done some spectacular work or sacrificed 

their lives in the name of God. A saint is someone who wants 

what God wants always and everywhere no matter what. Desir-

ing God’s will above all else is an attitude and way of life that 

can be accomplished by any one of us. Our ordinary, everyday 

lives are God’s gift and schoolhouse to bring us to holiness. We 

have no excuse for falling short of sainthood. 

 This is not to deny the difficulty in always wanting 

what God wants. Very often, what God is asking of us seems 

too mundane and unimportant to really matter. How, we won-

der, can mowing the lawn or doing the dishes draw us closer to 

God? The spiritual growth takes place, not in the activity, but in 

the willingness to be content and faithful in our everyday com-

mitments given our station in life. Mary is the perfect example 

of living this simple, ordinary life, “completely ordered to-

wards doing what God willed.” We have precious little 

knowledge of Mary’s life. What we do hear is her ‘yes’ to the 

angel which demonstrates the “purest, simplest submission of 

the soul to the will of God, under whatever form it presents 

itself.” We can only assume, however, that the bulk of her life 

was spent doing what every other Jewish wife and mother of 

the day would have done. She cooked, cleaned, sewed and 

cared for her child. Her saintliness lies not in her great accom-

plishments but in her complete abandonment to God’s will. 

 By being faithful and content in our everyday commit-

ments we are growing the habits we need to face the bigger 

challenges in life. “Faith cannot be real until it is tried.” Bigger 

obstacles to our faith will invariably come as God permits; our 

task is to try to see how God is working in each circumstance to 

help us grow in trust and dependence on him. “The life of faith 

is nothing less than the continued pursuit of God through all 

that disguises, disfigures and destroys him.” Think again of 

“the life of Mary, who, from the stable to the cross, remained 

unalterably united to that God whom the world misunderstood, 

abandoned, and persecuted. In like manner faithful souls en-

dure a constant succession of trials.” These trials form each 

moment of our life, presenting an opportunity to love God, ac-

cept his will and grow in trust, to gradually become the saint 

we were created to become. 

Quotes taken from Jean-Pierre de Caussade, Abandonment to Divine 

Providence (unabridged). Stilwell, KS: Digireads.com Publishing, 

2005. 

Pope Francis's Encyclical, Fratelli Tutti,  
Confronts Our Present Moment Directly 
By Charles P. Pierce Oct 5, 2020 

 
Papa Francesco has had a nice month for 

himself.  First, he tells Mike Pompeo to pound 
sand. And, over the weekend, he issued 
an encyclical entitled Fratelli Tutti (All Brothers), a 
title drawn from the "admonitions" of St.  Francis of 
Assisi, from whom the pope took his papal name.  
Among its other elements, the encyclical pretty 
much aligns the Church against the death penalty 
more firmly and finally than it ever has before. But 
its overarching theme is to confront our present mo-
ment and to do so directly and in the language of 
our time. 

“The marketplace, by itself, cannot resolve 
every problem, however much we are asked to be-
lieve this dogma of neoliberal faith. Whatever the 
challenge, this impoverished and repetitive school of 
thought always offers the same recipes … the magic 
theories of ‘spillover’ or ‘trickle’ — without using the 
name.” 

“Anyone who thinks that the only lesson to 
be learned was the need to improve what we were 
already doing, or to refine existing systems and reg-
ulations, is denying reality. God willing, after all this, 
we will think no longer in terms of ‘them’ and ‘those’, 
but only ‘us’. … If only we might keep in mind all 
those elderly persons who died for lack of respira-
tors, partly as a result of the  
dismantling, year after year, of healthcare systems.” 
 
Things that until a few years ago could not be said 
by anyone without risking the loss of universal re-
spect can now be said with  impunity, and in the 
crudest of terms, even by some political figures.  
Nor should we forget that “there are huge economic 
interests operating in the digital world, capable of 
exercising forms of control as subtle as they are in-
vasive, creating mechanisms for the 
manipulation of consciences and of the democratic 
process.  The way many platforms work often ends 
up favoring encounter between persons who think 
alike, shielding them from debate.  These closed 
circuits facilitate the spread of fake news and false 
information, fomenting prejudice and hate.” 
 

The most interesting thing about this section 
of the encyclical is its number. It's 45. 
 
 

  

 

 



  ST. VINCENT de PAUL YOUTH MINISTRY—KEVIN SCHILLING 

Dear fellow parishioners,  

 

Our St. Vincent de Paul conference has completed 

its 2020 fiscal year as of September 30, 2020. It’s 

been an extraordinary year, to say the least. In 

April, I appealed to you for additional financial 

support due to an unprecedented volume of re-

quests for assistance. You came through to an out-

standing degree. As a result, our level of assis-

tance to our neighbors-in-need increased by 36% 

over FY 2019. Thanks to your generous dona-

tions, we have been able to respond and offer 

meaningful assistance to nearly every caller.  

 We ask you now for your continued sup-

port with your prayers, your financial support and, 

possibly with some communication with our call-

ers. 

By mail, please send your donation to the 

parish’s post office box: 

Payee: St. Vincent de Paul Society 

Mail to: 

St. Francis of Assisi Church 

P.O. Box 929, Seahurst, WA 98062 

If you wish to donate online, the parish online giv-

ing function: https://stfoa.org/online-giving 

 We continue to encounter neighbors we 

have not helped before. For many neighbors, Eng-

lish is not their first language and we are continu-

ing to look for help with those persons. In particu-

lar, we have many callers whose first languages 

are Spanish, Russian, and Ukrainian. We are ask-

ing if any of you who speak those languages 

would be willing to join us for a couple of hours 

per week to contact these neighbors by telephone, 

determine their needs, and create a plan of action. 

Having your own email and Internet access is very 

helpful because we are not making face-to-face 

home visits. We provide training and access to a 

secure database to perform many of the tasks. 

Will you consider joining us? Please feel free to 

contact me with your questions. 

 

Mary McGarry, President,  

St. Vincent de Paul 

St. Francis of Assisi Conference, 

206-433-7758 
 
 

Dear St. Francis of Assisi parishioners, 
 

Over the past few weeks in my 6th grade religion 
class, we've touched on Genesis, Creation, and people 
being created in God's image.  First and foremost on the 
minds of these students, and one of the main points I've 
been working with them on, is how to identify and de-
cide to act upon ultimate good and ultimate evil behav-
ior, thoughts, actions etc. 

God created us in His image, yes.  He also creat-
ed us to work and be social.  We're meant to follow 
God's plan for good, of which he, after creating us, called 
the whole system "very good."  So, what does 
very good mean then? How do we as adults help 12 year-
olds and teenagers understand the difference between 
something that is ultimately good and ultimately evil? 

When I asked the students what an ultimate 
good was, here were a few of the examples: kindness, 
generosity, respect, love.  Here were some examples of 
ultimate evils: jealousy, gossip, anger, violence.  Utilizing  
the goods brings people closer to God and within God's 
plan.  Falling in line with ultimate evils bring people away 
from God's plan and from the grace of  God.  But, as my 
6th grade students wanted to remind me, both those 
ultimate goods and evils are all natural to humans.  So 
what are they supposed to do? 

My answer: work to recognize when you're 
starting to feel pulled toward a feeling or an action of 
something that isn't good, and pray/think/ask 
for help on how to not feel or act in that way.  Some-
thing made you angry?  Go talk to the person that made 
you angry and explain why that was the case.  
You were jealous of something your sibling got that you 
didn't? Try to think about the other things in your life 
that make you happy.   

Ultimately, this brought these students into a 
conversation about Jesus, and how the Lord is our guide 
in these matters.  What did Jesus say to do? 
Pray, don't judge, love your enemies.   

Confirmation is starting up, and don't forget if 
you are interested to  email me for the information on 
how we're going about it in this new world. 
 
God Bless, 
 
Kevin J. Schilling 
Pastoral Assistant for Youth Ministry 
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