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Stay Connected  

We will miss the chance to see 

you all at Mass!  Stay connected 

with STM by checking your email 

for updates and following our   

social media channels.   

We’re doing our best to keep 

things updated!  

 STM Parish Facebook: 

St. Thomas More Catholic Church 

 STM School Facebook: 

St. Thomas More Catholic School 

 STM Instagram: 
st.thomasmorepdx 



Fourth Sunday of Lent 

John 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 

As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth. He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva, 

and smeared the clay on his eyes, and said to him, ―Go wash in the Pool of Siloam‖ — which means Sent —. 

So he went and washed, and came back able to see. His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a 

beggar said, ―Isn’t this the one who used to sit and beg?‖ Some said, ―It is,‖ but others said, ―No, he just looks 

like him.‖ He said, ―I am.‖ They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees. Now Jesus had made 

clay and opened his eyes on a sabbath. So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see. He said 

to them, ―He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and now I can see.‖ So some of the Pharisees said, ―This man 

is not from God, because he does not keep the sabbath.‖ But others said, ―How can a sinful man do such 

signs?‖ And there was a division among them. So they said to the blind man again, ―What do you have to say 

about him, since he opened your eyes?‖ He said, ―He is a prophet.‖ They answered and said to him, ―You 

were born totally in sin, and are you trying to teach us?‖ Then they threw him out. When Jesus heard that 

they had thrown him out, he found him and said, ―Do you believe in the Son of Man?‖ He answered and said, 

―Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?‖ Jesus said to him, ―You have seen him, and the one speaking with 

FEASTDAYS 

March 22 

Saint Nicholas Owen 

Blessed Clemens August 

von Galen 

Monthly Parish Offertory Report for March 2020—Week  3 

    Average Monthly Offertory Needed  $   32,500.00 

  Basket Collection Month to Date  $   10,371.33 

     eGiving Collection Month to Date  $    9,578.01  

   Total Offertory Month to Date  $   19,949.34 

  Offertory Budget FYTD   $275,295.68 

   Offertory FYTD    $263,146.92 

STM fiscal year is July 1-June 30.    Thank you for your support! 

E-Learning is in full effect at St. Thomas More Catholic School!  

We are so proud of our teachers, students and families who are embracing Digital Distance Learning during 

this challenging time of school closures.  As Mrs. Katy Smith, our principal, noted:  ―We don’t want to lose 

track of our Student Learning Expectations, and so, we look at this as an opportunity for students to        

experience a new way to make learning a life-long endeavor!‖  Each morning begins with Mrs. Smith leading 

the school’s virtual assembly in an attempt to keep things as normal as possible for the students, and to 

make sure that our community continues to start every day with prayer.   Then teachers share the day’s   

assignments via video or written direction.  Students (and parents) can reach their teachers anytime during 

the day via email and the upper grades are using Google Hangouts — a virtual classroom that allows for 

group communication.   The teachers and staff are evaluating process on a daily basis to make sure the     

student are being engaged in the best way possible in light of the situation.  We’ll keep you updated as DDL 

continues.  Please keep our students and teachers in your thoughts and prayers.  



Pastoral Letter - 2, 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

These are difficult times for the Church. Our Archbishop and pastors of our local church and parishes are           

feverously trying to find the best options possible to exercise extreme caution, while at the same time provide 

pastoral care for our people, young and old alike. Things are currently in constant fluidity as the decisions we 

make today are subject to change due to new decisions being made by our political leaders, who are              

responding to new information that is being released by the CDC and Oregon Health Authority from one 

hour/day to the next. 

 

As of today, Archbishop Sample has declared that all public Masses be canceled until 14 April. Please see the 

attached letter, also available in the e-bulletin or email blast and on our webpage. 

 

Please know that I will still celebrate Masses for the people each day, but they will be celebrated privately. 

 

Outside of the times when I am celebrating Mass, the main entrance door and the choir door (for those with 

ambulatory issues only) will remain unlocked from 9am to 4pm Monday through Friday, for those indi-

viduals wishing to spend time before the Blessed Sacrament in the Tabernacle in prayer. 

This is a particularly difficult time for all pastors and the Archbishop as these restrictions take us through 

Holy Week and Easter. Stay connected to STM and Archdpdx.org for up-to-date info. 

 

I highly encourage all of you to set aside time for prayer daily or at least once a week. You may want to con-

sider praying the Rosary as a family, or logging on to one of the following media, just to name a few, to assist 

you: 

 

Online - EWTN.com or Wordonfire.org 

Podcasts – Saintcast, NAB, Word on Fire, CatholiCity, The Rosary, Relevant Radio 

Radio – SXM 129 Catholic Channel, or FM 88.3 KVBM 

Downloadable Apps – The Catholic Bible - The Rosary - Truth and Life - Pray as you go - Reimagining the 

examen – Laudate - Formed.org - Magnificat 

Youtube - Superbooks 

 

For those wishing to celebrate the sacrament of Reconciliation, I will still be available on Saturdays from 4-5 

in the confessional. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation, understanding and prayers as we navigate through this current difficult 

time. 

 

          All that is Holy and Sacred, remains Holy and Sacred. Be Not Afraid 

 

In His Spirit, 

Rev. Martin L. King, Pastor  
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