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Sunday, March 22nd
Fourth Sunday of Lent



Since its dedication in 1926, St. Mary’s Cathedral 
has stood as the mother church of the Archdiocese 
of Portland in Oregon. The cathedral belongs to the 
400,000 Catholics of the archdiocese and serves as 
a place of ceremony and celebration for those who 
come here. The cathedral is also a parish church, and 
as such it is home to its parishioners and a welcoming 
place for all visitors. You may have noticed the 
beautiful rose design on our doors as you came in.  
This rose represents Mary, Our Blessed Mother, as 
well as Portland, the City of Roses.

All Are Welcome!

Please Consider a Charitable Bequest to
St. Mary’s Cathedral in your estate planning.

Have you signed up for electronic giving?

If you are interested in e-giving, please visit our 
website at maryscathedral.com and click on the 
Online Giving button. E-giving is simple, and helps 
our Cathedral by saving time and labor. Contact 
Jennifer Overbay with any questions.

Prayer Requests:

Deacon Scott Kolbet
skolbet@cathedralpdx.org

prayerintentions@cathedralpdx.org

Clergy:
Most Reverend Alexander K. Sample, 
 Archbishop of Portland 
Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan, Pastor 
 pbrennan@archdpdx.org 
Deacon Scott Kolbet 
 skolbet@cathedralpdx.org

Cathedral Parish Life:
Jennifer Overbay, Business Manager
 joverbay@cathedralpdx.org 
Alex Chan & Mary Jo Gornick, Receptionists
 hello@cathedralpdx.org 
Sr. Connie Furseth, OSF, Neighborhood Liaison
 cfurseth@cathedralpdx.org
Andrew Hickey, Development Coordinator
 andrewh@cathedralpdx.org

Paulette Peynet, Director of RCIA 
Stephanie Fisher-Hunt, Director 
 Religious Education 
Angela Westhoff-Johnson, Music Director 
Seung Min Oh, Organist 

Shared Leadership: 
Barrett Brooks, Pastoral Council Chair
Jil Morby, Finance Council Chair
Mark Boshears, Knights of Columbus Grand Knight
 stmkoc15295@gmail.com

Cathedral School:
Amy Biggs, Principal 
Susan Hatley, Administrative Assistant 
 shatley@cathedral-or.org 

St. Mary’s Cathedral Parish Mission
St. Mary’s Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception is a 
community of Christians in the Roman Catholic Tradition. 
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, and through the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, we continue the mission of Jesus 
Christ through liturgy, prayer, education and service toward 
our neighbor. As the cathedral of the Archdiocese of Portland, 
and as a parish community, we offer hospitality to all visitors, 
celebrate archdiocesan events and witness the joy of the Gospel 
to the City of Portland.

St.  Mary’S Cathedral of the IMMaCulate ConCeptIon

Welcome to St.  Mary’s Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception



In times of trial and affliction through the centuries, 
whether wars, plagues, illness, or natural disasters, 
Catholics have turned to the saints for their intercession 
and prayers.  When we Catholics say that “we are 
all in this together,” we mean both the living and the 
dead.  Our wonderful and comforting doctrine of the 
Communion of the Saints means that, whether in this 
life, or the next, we share a bond with all souls that 
can never be broken.  And the glue that binds us is the 
love of God shown to us in Jesus Christ.

Some of the saints invoked for protection from 
plague were either themselves stricken with the 
disease or they worked to save others.  First to come 
to mind here is St. Roch (1295-1327).  Born into a 
noble family, he felt called to be a hermit, giving all 
of his possessions to the poor.  He embarked on a 
pilgrimage from France to Rome.  When he arrived 
in Italy, plague had struck the country.  Instead of 
fleeing, he remained to serve those infected, caring 
for any stranger who came along.  St. Roch himself 
eventually contracted the disease; and, with no one to 
help him, he retreated to the forest to die.  Legend has 
it that a dog brought him food and licked his wounds, 
miraculously curing them.

Another nobleman, bishop, and cardinal of the 
Church, St. Charles Borromeo (1538-1584) was in 
Milan when plague and famine struck.  Most nobles 
fled the city, but St. Charles remained and organized 
the religious to feed and care for those afflicted.  This 
army of volunteers fed over 60,000 people a day—the 
cost of which was footed by the cardinal.  As bishop of 
Milan, St. Charles assisted the volunteers in bathing 
the sores of those suffering from plague, having first 

written his last will and testament and expressing his 
desire to die for his people.  Miraculously, Cardinal 
Borromeo lived another six years.  The plague came 
to be known as the “Plague of St. Charles.”

Most of us know of the life of St. Damien of Molokai 
and his work among the lepers in Hawaii.  St. 
Damien contracted leprosy and died of the disease.  
Less known is St. Marianne Cope who succeeded 
Fr. Damien in Molokai.  While leprosy frightened 
most people in the 19th century (and even today), it 
inspired great generosity in a woman later known as 
Mother Marianne of Molokai.  When the Hawaiian 
government contacted 50 religious orders in the 
United States and Canada to assist the dying Fr. 
Damien on Molokai, Mother Marianne responded.  A 
natural leader, Mother Marianne moved to Molokai 
in 1888 and brought life, energy, and hope to a broken 
people.  Mother Marianne died in 1918, and she is 
buried in Our Lady of Peace Cathedral in Honolulu.

There are so many other great saints who gave their 
lives in times of affliction: St. George, St. Blase, St. 
Erasmus, St. Pantaleon, St. Vitus, St. Christopher, St. 
Denis, St. Eustace, St. Giles, and so on.  I close with 
these inspiring words of Martin Luther King: “The 
ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in 
moments of comfort and convenience, but where he 
stands at times of challenge and controversy.”

Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan

Monsignor Patrick Brennan is a native Oregonian who 
attended high school and college at Mount Angel Seminary 
(1965-1973).  He studied theology at the North American 
College and the Gregorian University in Rome (1973-1977; 
1979-1980).  He later studied Canon Law at The Catholic 
University of America (1983-1985).  Msgr. Brennan was 
ordained in 1977 and has held a number of positions in the 
archdiocese: president-rector of Mount Angel Seminary, Vicar 
for Clergy, and presently, Judicial Vicar.  He was appointed 
pastor of St. Mary’s Cathedral in 2011.  His interests include 
Scripture, travel, architecture, photography, and swimming.

a Word froM the paStor



March Mass Intentions
24  Joan Amato             
25  Susan Pellicano 
26  In Memory of Lois Schaubel
27  In Memory of Susie Verdurmen
28  Blanchet House

Until our normal Mass schedule resumes, there will 
be one Mass intention per day.  Therefore, some 
intentions will need to be rescheduled for a future 
Mass.  Please be assured that all Mass intentions 
will be celebrated.  However, at this time, we cannot 
accept new Mass intentions.

Financial Report for March 15, 2020

E-giving  104
Envelopes 52

Sunday Envelope    5,154
E-Giving    6,235
Loose Collection    761
Total Parish  12,150

School  144
Social Services 50
Easter Flowers 582
Music 10
Church Relief Services 20

Scripture Readings For March 29, 2020
Ezekiel 37:12-14; Romans 8:8-11;

John 11:1-45

I just wanted to reach out to you and let you know 
that I'm thinking about you. I'm praying for you. I 
love each and every one of you, and we are going to 
get through this together, and I think we will be strong 
and even closer than ever once we get through this. 
God be with you in these times with your families 
and loved ones. 

- Most Rev. Alexander K. Sample Archbishop of 
Portland in Oregon

 This Week at Cathedral
All Masses and Activities have been cancelled.

Easter Flowers
Contributions Given in Memory/Honor of:

Robert Prentice

Rice Bowl:  Help families around the world - Give 
back this Lenten season.  Join our faith community—
and nearly 14,000 Catholic communities across the 
United States—in a life-changing Lenten journey 
of encounter with CRS Rice Bowl. During the 40 
days of Lent, as companions on the journey, you 
will encounter your neighbor. You can participate by 
going online to crsricebowl.org.

The 85th Annual Archbishop’s Seminary Tea has 
been cancelled.

A Word From The Pastor:  As you probably know, 
and have heard, I have struggled with voice problems 
for the past 3 to 4 years.  I have self-diagnosed this 
as the 1) effect of allergies, 2) post-nasal drip, 3) a 
chronic cold, and 4) just getting older.  I have seen 
my doctor about this, I have consulted with an ear/
nose/throat specialist, and I have had voice therapy.  
Nothing has worked to ease the symptoms or clear 
my throat.  Finally, my doctor recommended a 
visit to an ear/nose/throat doctor who specializes in 
voice.  After observing my vocal cords, this doctor 
diagnosed my problem as spasmodic dysphonia.  This 
condition is neurologic and causes the voice to have 
a tight, strained, or strangled quality.  In my case, the 
muscles that bring the vocal cords together contract 
involuntarily and excessively during speech.  There 
is no cure for this condition, but there is treatment 
that can be effective.  I am now looking at various 
options and will keep you posted.  Needless to say, as 
a public speaker and preacher, this condition has been 
particularly frustrating.  I appreciate your patience as 
I try to make myself heard and understood.  I still have 
a few things to say!  Your prayers are appreciated.

- Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan
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SpIrItual and faIth forMatIon

LADY DAY IN LENT: THE ANNUNCIATION

As you know, we have a beautiful painting of the 
Annunciation in our sanctuary. Mary kneels in a field 
of lilies (signifying purity) while the Angel Gabriel 
hovers over her. We can almost hear the angel saying,  
“ You shall name him Jesus. He will be great and will 
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 
will give him the throne of David his father, and he 
will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
Kingdom there will be no end.”  (Luke 1)

For Christians in the Middle Ages in Europe, March 
25, the feast of the Annunciation, or “Lady Day in 
Lent,” was thought to be the single most important 
date in history. The day was the beginning of the life of 
Christ on earth, and also the end, since, in some years, 
March 25 was both the feast of the Annunciation and 
Good Friday. The last time we noted both events on 
the same day was March 25, 2016, or as our ancestors 
in faith would say, on the “true” date. It won’t occur 
again until 2157.

Of course, the dating is symbolic, but it also reveals 
the deep relationship of Christ’s death with the 
created world. In fact, March 25, near the spring 
equinox, when night and day are equal in length, and 
the days are growing longer, is itself a symbol of this 
relationship, light in triumph over darkness because a 
young woman said, “Yes.”

Here is part of a lovely medieval hymn comparing 
Mary and the cross:
The fruit which gives life/Hangs, as we believe, Upon 
the Virgin’s breast..
Here, the child-bearing Virgin/Here, the saving cross/
Both are mystic trees/
The cross the humble hyssop/She, the noble cedar/
And both life-giving.

For further observations, see the blog, “A Clerk of 
Oxford,” March 23, 2016 and March 25, 2017.

- Sr. Constance Furseth, OSF



  

Cathedral	School	is	now	accepting	applications	for	all	grades	for	the	2020-2021	
school	year.	Go	to	www.cathedral-or.org	to	apply	today!		
	

Fifth Grade Prepares for Lent 

Ash Wednesday Mass 

Thank you to Cathedral School third grade students for leading the school in our 
special Ash Wednesday Mass. They served as lectors, musicians and singers, as 
well as git bearers. Our monthly school Masses are just one of the many ways our 
Cathedral students let their leadership abilities shine. 
	

In religion class, 
Cathedral School 
fifth grade students 
began preparing for 
Lent by making 
stained glass 
windows. Each 
color in their 
window represents 
something he or 
she is going to do 
less of in order to 
make more room 
for God’s love 
during this Lenten 
season. 



John 9:1-41  4th Sunday of Lent
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CYCLE A

Mission for the Week
Draw a cross and put it in a place where you 
can see it and think of Jesus every day.

Name 
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Llame a Tom Ott hoy para su anuncio!  
tott@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2638

FRESH FRUITS 
& VEGETABLES

Tualatin, OR

David DeAinza, DDS, PC
Downtown Family Dentistry
503-223-5223
pdxdentist.com
833 SW 11th Ave. Suite 500 Portland OR 97205

AffordAble
retirement living

theUnionmAnors.com

Marshall Union Manor
2020 NW Northrup

503-225-0677
Studio & one-Bedroom

ApArtmentS 

  Mausoleum & Crematorium 
0319 SW  Taylors Ferry Road 

Portland, OR   97219  
www.riverviewabbey.com 

(503) 244-7577 
Roger Sinnott 

Funeral Director

 

     RIVERVIEW ABBEY 
    FUNERAL HOME 

     Family Owned 
   

 

 

 

MACHINERY COMPANY 
Compressed Air 

House & Process Vacuum
Blower & Pump

Systems

24/7 PARTS
SALES
SERVICE
RENTALS

rogers-machinery.com

Locations in Oregon, 
Washington, California, 
Idaho, Utah, and Montana

503-639-0111

Anne Yoo

Portland Homes of Distinction

St. Mary’s Parishioner, Cathedral parent, Jesuit parent

I donate 10% of  my fees 
from Cathedral referrals 
directly back to the parish. 503-497-2985

John J. O’Hara
Attorney at Law

“Serving local Parishioners for over 40 years”
Personal Injury & Accidents

Wills ♦ Trusts ♦ Estates  
(503) 255-8795
850 NE 122nd Ave.

ohara@warrenallen.com

Council # 15295
Join and make 
a difference.

www.maryscathedral.com

Touchmark in the West Hills 
is Portland’s premier full-service 

retirement community.

Welcome to your next adventure.
THE {FULL} LIFE AWAITS!

Learn more: 503-946-5427 
TouchmarkPortland.com

1818667 © Touchmark, LLC, all rights reserved

Patsy McKeligon

Cathedral  Par i sh ioner  for  55 year s

503.720.4488

E n t h u s i a s t i c
E x p e r i e n e d

K n o w l e d g a b l e
Parent and Grandparent of 

students at Cathedral , St . Thomas 
More, Jesuit  and Central  Cathol ic

patsy.mckelligon@where-inc.com

www.chown.com

Residential Hardware,
Plumbing and

Lighting Showroom
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DOWNTOWN
SELF-STORAGE
Locally Owned and Operated since 1981
TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

1305 NW DAVIS
503 241-4700

1304 NW JOHNSON
503 241-6170

downtownselfstorage.com

Michael Carrano, CPWA®, CRPS®, AAMS® 
Carrano & Associates 
First Vice President, Wealth Management Advisor 
Portfolio Manager 
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management 
1211 SW 5th Ave, Suite 2400 
Portland, OR 97204 
T: 503.221.4632 • F 866-544.0662 • T 800-937-0750 
michael.carrano@ml.com 

A Bank of America Company

Contact Tom Ott to place an ad today! 
tott@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2638

HAS YOUR LOVED ONE BEEN
DIAGNOSED WITH DEMENTIA?
Concerned about the next steps? 

Support starts here
Counseling • Education • Therapy

 
503-866-6204 • info@awigpdx.com

GOLDSMITH JEWELS
EXQUISITE BYZANTINE DESIGNS
Birthdays u Anniversaries u Graduation

Special Occasions
Anne F. Goldsmith 
St. Mary’s Cathedral Parishioner 
Former Cathedral Mom
Please call or text 503-757-6664 

Let me design a new piece for you or transform
family heirlooms jewels into elegant works of art.


