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Since its dedication in 1926, St. Mary’s Cathedral 
has stood as the mother church of the Archdiocese 
of Portland in Oregon. The cathedral belongs to the 
400,000 Catholics of the archdiocese and serves as 
a place of ceremony and celebration for those who 
come here. The cathedral is also a parish church, and 
as such it is home to its parishioners and a welcoming 
place for all visitors. You may have noticed the 
beautiful rose design on our doors as you came in.  
This rose represents Mary, Our Blessed Mother, as 
well as Portland, the City of Roses.

All Are Welcome!

Please Consider a Charitable Bequest to
St. Mary’s Cathedral in your estate planning.

Give Via Weshare

WeShare is simple, and helps our 
Cathedral by saving time and labor. Contact 

Jennifer Overbay with any questions. To give click 
https://maryscathedral.weshareonline.org/.

Prayer Requests:

Deacon Scott Kolbet
skolbet@cathedralpdx.org

prayerintentions@cathedralpdx.org

Clergy:
Most Reverend Alexander K. Sample, 
 Archbishop of Portland 
Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan, Pastor 
 pbrennan@archdpdx.org 
Deacon Scott Kolbet 
 skolbet@cathedralpdx.org

Cathedral Parish Life:
Jennifer Overbay, Business Manager
 joverbay@cathedralpdx.org 
Alex Chan & Mary Jo Gornick, Receptionists
 hello@cathedralpdx.org 
Sr. Connie Furseth, OSF, Neighborhood Liaison
 cfurseth@cathedralpdx.org
Andrew Hickey, Development Coordinator
 andrewh@cathedralpdx.org

Paulette Peynet, Director of RCIA 
Stephanie Fisher-Hunt, Director 
 Religious Education 
Angela Westhoff-Johnson, Music Director 
Seung Min Oh, Organist 

Shared Leadership: 
Barrett Brooks, Pastoral Council Chair
Jil Morby, Finance Council Chair
Mark Boshears, Knights of Columbus Grand Knight
 stmkoc15295@gmail.com

Cathedral School:
Amy Biggs, Principal 
Susan Hatley, Administrative Assistant 
 shatley@cathedral-or.org 

St. Mary’s Cathedral Parish Mission
St. Mary’s Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception is a 
community of Christians in the Roman Catholic Tradition. 
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, and through the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, we continue the mission of Jesus 
Christ through liturgy, prayer, education and service toward 
our neighbor. As the cathedral of the Archdiocese of Portland, 
and as a parish community, we offer hospitality to all visitors, 
celebrate archdiocesan events and witness the joy of the Gospel 
to the City of Portland.

St.  Mary’S Cathedral of the IMMaCulate ConCeptIon

Welcome to St.  Mary’s Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception



Today is Palm Sunday, and with it, we enter into Holy 
Week.  For Catholics, this is the most sacred time of the 
year, a time in which we celebrate the most important 
events of our salvation.  Things will, of course, be 
different this year.  For the time being, there are still 
no public celebrations of the Eucharist, along with 
any other liturgical or devotional services.  This has 
truly been a hardship for faithful parishioners; and, 
for those who do not attend regularly, Holy Week and 
Easter were always a time to make an extra-effort to 
attend church.  Though it hardly compares, I should 
remind everyone that the services of Holy Week, 
celebrated at the cathedral, will be live streamed by 
the Archdiocese of Portland.  Check the archdiocesan 
website (archdpdx.org) for the schedule.

Someone once asked me if the liturgies of Holy Week 
were intended for everyone—they seem so long 
and complicated.  I responded that these liturgies 
are certainly for everyone.  In fact, Lent doesn’t 
make much sense unless we conclude with Holy 
Week.  Everything builds up to the “Three Days’: 
the Triduum of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and 
the Vigil of Easter.  The structure of these liturgies is 
fairly simple, and the message is straightforward and 
powerful.  I sometimes warn people to be prepared: 
these liturgies just may transform you!  When heaven 
touches earth, nothing remains the same.

Some of you may be new to the Church and to Holy 
Week, so let me give a brief synopsis and introduction.  
On Holy Thursday—the first of the Three Days—the 
central image and the focus is the “washing of the 
feet” (this year, sadly, this rite will not be included).  
The Gospel of Holy Thursday is the account of Jesus 

washing the feet of his disciples rather than the 
institution of the Eucharist.  But, in fact, there is no 
better explanation of the Eucharist: Christ’s self-gift 
to us.  The words of Jesus ring in our ears: “As I have 
done, so also must you do.”

The cross is the central image of Good Friday.  Slowly 
and reverently we approach the cross “on which hung 
the Savior of the world.”  We express our faith and 
our love in a simple gesture before the cross: bowing, 
kissing, genuflecting.  Jesus loved us to the end.

Finally, the Great Vigil concludes the Three Days.  
In darkness, the Easter fire is lit, and Christ the 
Light is proclaimed: “This is the night when Jesus 
Christ broke the chains of death and rose triumphant 
from the grave.”  The many readings remind us of 
the great events of our salvation; and we welcome 
new Catholics into the faith through Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucharist.  Our Lenten journey 
concludes with life and Resurrection.

Though there will be no public celebrations at the 
cathedral this year, I want to announce that the 
cathedral will open* starting on Monday and each 
day during Holy Week for a limited number of hours 
(check the schedule in this Bulletin).  Confessions 
will also be heard while the cathedral is open* (again, 
check the schedule).  Christ invites us to Jerusalem—
to suffer, to die, and to rise with him.  May we have 
the grace, and the courage, to follow.

*Please note that only a limited number of people will 
be permitted into the cathedral at one time. This is a 
time for prayer, confession and personal reflection, 
not a time to gather with friends. We look forward to 
the day when we can all gather again, but that time is 
not now. 

Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan

Monsignor Patrick Brennan is a native Oregonian who 
attended high school and college at Mount Angel Seminary 
(1965-1973).  Msgr. Brennan was ordained in 1977 and has 
held a number of positions in the archdiocese: president-rector 
of Mount Angel Seminary, Vicar for Clergy, and presently, 
Judicial Vicar.  He was appointed pastor of St. Mary’s 
Cathedral in 2011.  His interests include Scripture, travel, 
architecture, photography, and swimming.

a Word froM the paStor



April Intentions
6  Bobby Kilkenny
7  Mary Rhee
8   Susan Pellicano 

Financial Report for March 29, 2020

WeShare  91
Envelopes 16

Sunday Envelope    4,140
WeShare    5,630
Loose Collection    0
Total Parish  9,770

School  44
Social Services 25
Tree Removal 15

Scripture Readings For April 12, 2020
Acts of the Apostles 10:34a, 37-43; 

Colossians 3:1-4 or
1 Corinthians 5:6b-8; John 20:1-9

WeShare (Online Giving): We need your help to 
keep our parish operating! Please give via WeShare 
maryscathedral.weshareonline.org and sign up for 
recurring donations. Monsignor Pat says, "I can’t 
be more emphatic in my recommendation to make 
electronic giving your primary way of financially 
supporting St. Mary’s Cathedral."

Have you been receiving our email blasts? The 
last one was sent on April 1st. E-mail Jennifer at 
joverbay@cathedralpdx.org to be added to our 
mailing list. We want to stay in touch with you.

Catholic Sentinel: For the time being, the Catholic 
Sentinel  has made their paper available in a flipbook 
format on their website  www.mysentinelnow.org or 
at  www.catholicsentinel.org. 

 This Week at Cathedral
All Masses and activities have been cancelled, 

except as listed below:

6 Cathedral open; Noon - 5pm
 Confessions 3-5pm
7 Cathedral open; Noon - 5pm
 Confessions 3-5pm
8 Cathedral open; Noon - 5pm
 Confessions 3-5pm
9 Holy Thursday
 Cathedral open from Noon to 4pm
10 Good Friday
 Cathedral open from 11am to 4pm
 Confessions 1pm to 3pm
11 Holy Saturday - Cathedral closed
12 Easter - Cathedral closed

Livestreamed Liturgies with Archbishop Sample

Sunday morning Mass from the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception. 11am on the archdiocesan 
Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/archdpdx/
 
Wednesday afternoon Rosary and Angelus from 
the Pastoral Center chapel. 12pm on the Archdiocesan 
Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/archdpdx/
 
Thursday Chrism Mass from the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception. 10am on the Archdiocesan 
Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/archdpdx/

Friday evening prayer from Archbishop Sample's 
home chapel. 6pm on Archbishop Sample's Facebook 
page: 

https://www.facebook.com/bishopalexandersample/
 
For a list of LIVE Masses visit: 

https://archdpdx.org/live-masses
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parISh lIfe

Sacramental Confession in Cases 
Where a Priest is not Available

One thing I learned in Canon Law school is that the 
Church has a solution for everything.  Taking its cue 
from Jesus himself, the Church never wants anyone to 
feel that he or she has nowhere to turn, even if they 
find themselves in serious sin, with no priest available 
for Confession.

Some of the lessons I learned many years ago about 
confession are now being reiterated during this time 
of virus.  The difference now is that no one is able to 
receive the Eucharist, the motivation for many who 
wanted to confess their sins to a priest.  Nonetheless, 
it is nice to know that a person does not have to worry 
about being in a state of sin when confession is not 
possible.

Just recently Rome sent out some instruction for the 
faithful during this time of virus when they are unable 
to approach a priest to receive the Sacrament of 
Penance with Absolution.

The traditional teaching is that a person should make a 
perfect Act of Contrition.  The word “perfect” has 
always been a bit of a stumbling block, especially for 
people who might be a bit scrupulous.  In simple terms, 
this “perfect” means that your contrition is motivated 
by love of God, not by fear of punishment.  A sincere 
request for forgiveness is joined with a firm resolution 
to have recourse, as soon as possible, to sacramental 
confession.

This Act of Contrition brings about the forgiveness 
of sins, even mortal sins, and places one in a state of 
grace.  In every case, of course, all of us depend upon 
the love and mercy of God, whose care for us is in-
finite and boundless.  We trust in his mercy, love, and 
forgiveness.

- Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan

“Faith begins when we realize we are in need of 
salvation. We are not self-sufficient; by ourselves 
we flounder: we need the Lord, like ancient navi-
gators needed the stars. Let us invite Jesus into the 
boats of our lives. Let us hand over our fears to him 
so that he can conquer them. Like the disciples, we 
will experience that with him on board there will be 
no shipwreck. Because this is God’s strength: turn-
ing to the good everything that happens to us, even 
the bad things. He brings serenity into our storms, 
because with God life never dies.”   

Pope Francis, March 27, 2020



SpIrItual and faIth forMatIon

The Pillar of Fire

Many of us know something of the Jewish custom 
of lighting the Shabbat (Sabbath) candles before 
sunset on Friday evenings. In this ceremony, the 
woman of the house welcomes Saturday, the day of 
rest in Jewish practice. In some homes, the Havdalah 
(separation) ceremony, which includes a multi wick 
candle, announces a farewell to Shabbat and the 
beginning of the work week. Among other things, the 
ceremony reflects the Jewish desire for a Shabbat that 
never ends.

In the early days of Christianity, believers held a 
Saturday evening office service, the Lucernarium, 
which began the vigil for Sunday, the Christian 
Sabbath. At the time, Christianity was very closely 
entwined with Judaism, and the Lucernarium 
probably borrowed some of its ceremonial aspects 
from the Havdalah service, but with the emphasis on 
Christ, our eternal light and splendor of the Father. 
By the fourth century, the Lucernarium of the Easter 
Vigil was becoming closer to the solemn rite with 
which we are now familiar. The lighting of the new 
fire, the ritual lighting of the Paschal Candle, and the 
subsequent lighting of all the candles in a darkened 
church, all trace their origins to the Havdalah and the 
Lucernarium.

Our beautiful Paschal Candle stands near the ambo 
from the Easter Vigil until Pentecost. After Pentecost, 
it remains near the baptismal font and is brought 
forward to the altar for funeral services. The candle 
reminds us of the pillar of fire that led the Jewish 
people through the desert to the Holy Land. It is our 
pillar of fire as well, a sign that God leads us through 
life, which sometimes seems like a desert, into another 
promised land. In that land the Shabbat, the Sabbath, 
never ends. It is eternal.

- Sr. Constance Furseth, OSF



  

Cathedral	School	is	now	accepting	
applications	for	all	grades	for	the	2020-
2021	school	year.	Go	to	
www.cathedral-or.org	to	apply	today!		
	

Kindergarten Math Practice 

March Madness 

Second	grade	has	been	participating	in	their	own	version	of	March	(Book)	
Madness.	The	challenge	has	been	full	of	both	blow-outs	and	a	few	nail	biters	as	
books	face-off	against	each	other.	They	started	off	with	a	group	of	Sweet	16	titles	
and	have	just	finally	narrowed	it	down	to	the	Elite	Eight.	During	the	next	read	of	
each	book,	they	will	be	focusing	on	vocabulary!	Who	will	make	it	to	the	final	four!		
	

One of the ways Cathedral School 
kindergarten students use their iPads is 
practicing math facts. The math games 
are a fun and engaging way to help 
students memorize their addition and 
subtraction.  
Every student at Cathedral School has 
an iPad for their use in class. This is just 
one of the ways that Cathedral School 
incorporates technology into daily 
instruction. 
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FRESH FRUITS 
& VEGETABLES

Tualatin, OR

David DeAinza, DDS, PC
Downtown Family Dentistry
503-223-5223
pdxdentist.com
833 SW 11th Ave. Suite 500 Portland OR 97205

AffordAble
retirement living

theUnionmAnors.com

Marshall Union Manor
2020 NW Northrup

503-225-0677
Studio & one-Bedroom

ApArtmentS 

  Mausoleum & Crematorium 
0319 SW  Taylors Ferry Road 

Portland, OR   97219  
www.riverviewabbey.com 

(503) 244-7577 
Roger Sinnott 

Funeral Director

 

     RIVERVIEW ABBEY 
    FUNERAL HOME 

     Family Owned 
   

 

 

 

MACHINERY COMPANY 
Compressed Air 

House & Process Vacuum
Blower & Pump

Systems

24/7 PARTS
SALES
SERVICE
RENTALS

rogers-machinery.com

Locations in Oregon, 
Washington, California, 
Idaho, Utah, and Montana

503-639-0111

Anne Yoo

Portland Homes of Distinction

St. Mary’s Parishioner, Cathedral parent, Jesuit parent

I donate 10% of  my fees 
from Cathedral referrals 
directly back to the parish. 503-497-2985

John J. O’Hara
Attorney at Law

“Serving local Parishioners for over 40 years”
Personal Injury & Accidents

Wills ♦ Trusts ♦ Estates  
(503) 255-8795
850 NE 122nd Ave.

ohara@warrenallen.com

Council # 15295
Join and make 
a difference.

www.maryscathedral.com

Touchmark in the West Hills 
is Portland’s premier full-service 

retirement community.

Welcome to your next adventure.
THE {FULL} LIFE AWAITS!

Learn more: 503-946-5427 
TouchmarkPortland.com

1818667 © Touchmark, LLC, all rights reserved

www.chown.com

Residential Hardware,
Plumbing and

Lighting Showroom
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DOWNTOWN
SELF-STORAGE
Locally Owned and Operated since 1981
TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

1305 NW DAVIS
503 241-4700

1304 NW JOHNSON
503 241-6170

downtownselfstorage.com

Michael Carrano, CPWA®, CRPS®, AAMS® 
Carrano & Associates 
First Vice President, Wealth Management Advisor 
Portfolio Manager 
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management 
1211 SW 5th Ave, Suite 2400 
Portland, OR 97204 
T: 503.221.4632 • F 866-544.0662 • T 800-937-0750 
michael.carrano@ml.com 

A Bank of America Company

Contact Tom Ott to place an ad today! 
tott@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2638

HAS YOUR LOVED ONE BEEN
DIAGNOSED WITH DEMENTIA?
Concerned about the next steps? 

Support starts here
Counseling • Education • Therapy

 
503-866-6204 • info@awigpdx.com

GOLDSMITH JEWELS
EXQUISITE BYZANTINE DESIGNS
Birthdays u Anniversaries u Graduation

Special Occasions
Anne F. Goldsmith 
St. Mary’s Cathedral Parishioner 
Former Cathedral Mom
Please call or text 503-757-6664 

Let me design a new piece for you or transform
family heirlooms jewels into elegant works of art.


