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Sunday, April 19th
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Since its dedication in 1926, St. Mary’s Cathedral 
has stood as the mother church of the Archdiocese 
of Portland in Oregon. The cathedral belongs to the 
400,000 Catholics of the archdiocese and serves as 
a place of ceremony and celebration for those who 
come here. The cathedral is also a parish church, and 
as such it is home to its parishioners and a welcoming 
place for all visitors. You may have noticed the 
beautiful rose design on our doors as you came in.  
This rose represents Mary, Our Blessed Mother, as 
well as Portland, the City of Roses.

All Are Welcome!

Please Consider a Charitable Bequest to
St. Mary’s Cathedral in your estate planning.

Give Via Weshare

WeShare is simple, and helps our 
Cathedral by saving time and labor. Contact 

Jennifer Overbay with any questions. 
To give, click maryscathedral.weshareonline.org

Prayer Requests:

Deacon Scott Kolbet
skolbet@cathedralpdx.org

prayerintentions@cathedralpdx.org

Clergy:
Most Reverend Alexander K. Sample, 
 Archbishop of Portland 
Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan, Pastor 
 pbrennan@archdpdx.org 
Deacon Scott Kolbet 
 skolbet@cathedralpdx.org

Cathedral Parish Life:
Jennifer Overbay, Business Manager
 joverbay@cathedralpdx.org 
Alex Chan & Mary Jo Gornick, Receptionists
 hello@cathedralpdx.org 
Sr. Connie Furseth, OSF, Neighborhood Liaison
 cfurseth@cathedralpdx.org
Andrew Hickey, Development Coordinator
 andrewh@cathedralpdx.org

Paulette Peynet, Director of RCIA 
Stephanie Fisher-Hunt, Director 
 Religious Education 
Angela Westhoff-Johnson, Music Director 
Seung Min Oh, Organist 

Shared Leadership: 
Barrett Brooks, Pastoral Council Chair
Jil Morby, Finance Council Chair
Mark Boshears, Knights of Columbus Grand Knight
 stmkoc15295@gmail.com

Cathedral School:
Amy Biggs, Principal 
Susan Hatley, Administrative Assistant 
 shatley@cathedral-or.org 

St. Mary’s Cathedral Parish Mission
St. Mary’s Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception is a 
community of Christians in the Roman Catholic Tradition. 
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, and through the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, we continue the mission of Jesus 
Christ through liturgy, prayer, education and service toward 
our neighbor. As the cathedral of the Archdiocese of Portland, 
and as a parish community, we offer hospitality to all visitors, 
celebrate archdiocesan events and witness the joy of the Gospel 
to the City of Portland.

St.  Mary’S Cathedral of the IMMaCulate ConCeptIon

Welcome to St.  Mary’s Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception



In times like this, in times of virus, as I call it, the 
question is inevitable: why is this happening?  How 
can God permit, or even cause, this distress on so 
many people, a worldwide pandemic, that affects 
people of every race and creed.  The question is an 
important one especially for religious people, even if 
the answers fall woefully short of satisfaction.  We, of 
course, are not the first people to ask such questions; 
in fact, an entire category of theology has grown up 
around it over the centuries, called Theodicy, a kind 
of “vindication” of God’s existence, that is, that an 
omnipotent, omniscient, and omnibenevolent God can 
coexist with evil.  These are philosophical questions 
as much as they are theological, and, again, the fancy 
play of words is rarely consoling to the mother who 
has lost a child, or the father who has lost his job.  
Yet, the questions remain, and we cannot leave them 
unanswered.  Indeed, part of being human is finding 
meaning, whether in the good that surrounds us, or 
the pain that befalls us.

On Easter, the New York Times published an op-ed 
by Ross Douthat, a conservative Christian (former 
Pentecostalist, who converted to Catholicism) 
entitled, “The Pandemic and the Will of God.”  
Douthat runs through the traditional explanations of 
suffering and evil, not really settling on a particular 
explanation, but affirming our need as Christians, 
and people of faith, to find some meaning whether 
personal or in solidarity with others in times of 
national and worldwide distress.  He mentions a few 
individuals in his article who have recently written on 
the topic, including “the famous Jesuit, Father James 
Martin,” who concluded that the mystery of suffering 
is unanswerable; rather, Martin says, Christians must 

turn to Jesus, whose healing of the sick, and whose 
entire life and ministry reveal a loving God who 
desires only good for us.  We continue to see that good 
in those who serve us today, at great risk, to relieve 
the suffering of others.  Douthat also mentions the 
Anglican theologian, N.T. Wright, who recommends 
that in place of explanations we return to the Judeo-
Christian tradition of lament, uniting ourselves 
with our suffering brothers and sisters and crying 
out to God who likewise laments the brokenness of 
humanity.  I recall here the beautiful words of the 
prophet Jeremiah, who laments the destruction of 
Jerusalem by the Babylonians: “Oh, that my head 
were a spring of water, mine eyes a fountain of 
tears that I might weep day and night over the slain 
daughter of my people.  Is there no balm in Gilead?” 
(Jer 8:22)

Yet, Douthat concludes, and I agree, for most of us, 
there is something more than lament and solidarity 
needed here, something that satisfies not only our 
hearts, but our minds as well.  “That even people 
who officially believe that the universe is godless 
and random will find themselves telling stories about 
how their own suffering played some crucial role 
in the pattern of their life, and how some important 
good came from some grave evil.”  The richness 
of Christianity offers many explanations for how 
suffering fits into a providential plan, and we have 
only to look to Jesus, whose divine self-gift, in 
obedience to the Father, broke the bonds of sin and 
death and brought life and salvation to a broken 
world.  As I have done, Jesus said, so also must you 
do.  Even in times of virus.

Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan

Monsignor Patrick Brennan is a native Oregonian who 
attended high school and college at Mount Angel Seminary 
(1965-1973).  He studied theology at the North American 
College and the Gregorian University in Rome (1973-1977; 
1979-1980).  He later studied Canon Law at The Catholic 
University of America (1983-1985).  Msgr. Brennan was 
ordained in 1977 and has held a number of positions in the 
archdiocese: president-rector of Mount Angel Seminary, Vicar 
for Clergy, and presently, Judicial Vicar.  He was appointed 
pastor of St. Mary’s Cathedral in 2011.  His interests include 
Scripture, travel, architecture, photography, and swimming.

a Word froM the paStor



April Intentions
21 In Memory of Sebastian Bordonaro
22 In Memory of Mary Jo King
23 In Memory of Leo & Nell Hogan
24 In Memory of Susie Verdurmen
25 Blanchet House

Financial Report for April 12, 2020

WeShare  110
Envelopes 33

Sunday Envelope    3,157
WeShare    6,116
Easter    1,180
Total Parish  10,453

School  194
Social Services 175
Music 40
Good Friday (Holy Land) 90

 We are grateful for your contributions to 
St. Mary’s Cathedral!  

Scripture Readings For April 26, 2020
Acts of the Apostles 2:14, 22-33; 1 Peter 1:17-21;

 Luke 24:13-35

WeShare (Online Giving): We need your help to 
keep our parish operating! Please give via WeShare 
maryscathedral.weshareonline.org and sign up for 
recurring donations. Monsignor Pat says, "I can’t 
be more emphatic in my recommendation to make 
electronic giving your primary way of financially 
supporting St. Mary’s Cathedral."

Watch for our e-mail blast: E-mail Jennifer at 
joverbay@cathedralpdx.org to be added to our 
mailing list. We want to stay in touch with you.

 This Week at Cathedral
All Masses and activities have been cancelled.

Sunday morning Mass from the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception. 11am on the archdiocesan 
Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/archdpdx/
 
Wednesday afternoon Rosary and Angelus from 
the Pastoral Center chapel. 12pm on the archdiocesan 
Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/archdpdx/
 
Friday evening prayer from Archbishop Sample's 
home chapel. 6pm on Archbishop Sample's Facebook 
page: 

https://www.facebook.com/bishopalexandersample/

 
In this unusual Easter season, we give thanks to all 
who made the past week memorable and beautiful. 
These include:

Msgr. Pat Brennan for his daily video; Martha Norrie 
for the design of our beautiful Easter greeting; 
Zupan’s on Burnside for their floral arrangements; all 
parishioners who donated funds for Easter flowers; 
the office staff for help in multiple tasks; parish 
volunteers who assisted with the Easter greetings and 
church decor; Angela Westoff-Johnson, Seung Min 
Oh, Rachel Kitchen, Joseph Muir, and Kevin Walsh 
for providing music for all liturgies; the archdiocesan 
pastoral center for providing live stream for liturgies 
for Sundays, Holy Week, and Easter; the seminarians 
who graciously served at all liturgies;  and all 
parishioners for remaining faithful during this time 
as we are tested in every way.

A very Happy Easter to all!
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SpIrItual and faIth forMatIon

Doors to Grace

Since ancient times, the doors to houses have indicated 
a crossing from a public sphere into a private sphere. 
These crossings depend on the hospitality of the 
occupants of a house, and they also lead to interiors 
which protect all who dwell there. Over many 
centuries, doors to churches have also stood for a 
crossing to sanctuary. Someone in trouble might use 
a door knocker, for example, to plead for thirty-seven 
days of protection within a church. The knocker on 
the main door of the Cathedral of Durham, pictured 
here, is an example of such a feature. 

As part of the renovation of our cathedral, the 
architects designed doors of white oak clad in bronze, 
with images of roses in high relief. The roses remind 
us of our city of Portland, and also of Our Lady, the 
Mystical Rose. As we cross the threshold, we enter 
into an interior full of grace, our sanctuary of the 
sacraments, our protection from evil, a manifestation 
of our community which is bound together when we 
are here and when we are away.

When a group of parishioners meets to prepare the 
cathedral for a solemnity such as Easter, we leave the 
18th Street door open for the florists, but we keep the 
gate locked until  they arrive. Sometimes, passersby 
stop at the gate to peer through the door, to see what 
is happening, or even to ask if they might come 
inside. In every case, when someone comes over this 
threshold for the first time, they respond in surprise 
and delight. They exemplify the old idea that a door 
and a threshold lead to new opportunities or to new 
worlds. 

During Holy Week this year, the cathedral was open 
for a time on selected days. Parishioners had been 
away for several days in obedience to recent health 
directives, and upon crossing through the front door, 
more than one person took time to wander a bit and 
to look around. Like our first time visitors, these 
parishioners seemed to see a new world opening up to 
them, a world of sanctuary, of beauty, of holiness. A 
world of grace, always waiting for us to enter.

- Sr. Constance Furseth, OSF



  

Cathedral	School	is	now	accepting	applications	for	all	grades	for	the	2020-2021	
school	year.	Go	to	www.cathedral-or.org	to	apply	today!		
	

Peanut Butter and Jelly 

Cathedral School second 
grade students had a lot of 
fun watching their teacher, 
Miss McCool, follow their 
procedures for how to make a 
peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich from start to finish. 
When she had finished, the 
students realized that there is 
still some editing to be done 
in order to make the steps 
clear enough to construct a 
proper peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich. Better luck with 
your instructions next time, 
second grade! 
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FRESH FRUITS 
& VEGETABLES

Tualatin, OR

David DeAinza, DDS, PC
Downtown Family Dentistry
503-223-5223
pdxdentist.com
833 SW 11th Ave. Suite 500 Portland OR 97205

AffordAble
retirement living

theUnionmAnors.com

Marshall Union Manor
2020 NW Northrup

503-225-0677
Studio & one-Bedroom

ApArtmentS 

  Mausoleum & Crematorium 
0319 SW  Taylors Ferry Road 

Portland, OR   97219  
www.riverviewabbey.com 

(503) 244-7577 
Roger Sinnott 

Funeral Director

 

     RIVERVIEW ABBEY 
    FUNERAL HOME 

     Family Owned 
   

 

 

 

MACHINERY COMPANY 
Compressed Air 

House & Process Vacuum
Blower & Pump

Systems

24/7 PARTS
SALES
SERVICE
RENTALS

rogers-machinery.com

Locations in Oregon, 
Washington, California, 
Idaho, Utah, and Montana

503-639-0111

Anne Yoo

Portland Homes of Distinction

St. Mary’s Parishioner, Cathedral parent, Jesuit parent

I donate 10% of  my fees 
from Cathedral referrals 
directly back to the parish. 503-497-2985

John J. O’Hara
Attorney at Law

“Serving local Parishioners for over 40 years”
Personal Injury & Accidents

Wills ♦ Trusts ♦ Estates  
(503) 255-8795
850 NE 122nd Ave.

ohara@warrenallen.com

Council # 15295
Join and make 
a difference.

www.maryscathedral.com

Touchmark in the West Hills 
is Portland’s premier full-service 

retirement community.

Welcome to your next adventure.
THE {FULL} LIFE AWAITS!

Learn more: 503-946-5427 
TouchmarkPortland.com

1818667 © Touchmark, LLC, all rights reserved

www.chown.com

Residential Hardware,
Plumbing and

Lighting Showroom

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

St Marys Cathedral Church_121914.pdf   1   12/29/2014   1:29:35 PM

DOWNTOWN
SELF-STORAGE
Locally Owned and Operated since 1981
TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

1305 NW DAVIS
503 241-4700

1304 NW JOHNSON
503 241-6170

downtownselfstorage.com

Michael Carrano, CPWA®, CRPS®, AAMS® 
Carrano & Associates 
First Vice President, Wealth Management Advisor 
Portfolio Manager 
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management 
1211 SW 5th Ave, Suite 2400 
Portland, OR 97204 
T: 503.221.4632 • F 866-544.0662 • T 800-937-0750 
michael.carrano@ml.com 

A Bank of America Company

Contact Tom Ott to place an ad today! 
tott@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2638

HAS YOUR LOVED ONE BEEN
DIAGNOSED WITH DEMENTIA?
Concerned about the next steps? 

Support starts here
Counseling • Education • Therapy

 
503-866-6204 • info@awigpdx.com

GOLDSMITH JEWELS
EXQUISITE BYZANTINE DESIGNS
Birthdays u Anniversaries u Graduation

Special Occasions
Anne F. Goldsmith 
St. Mary’s Cathedral Parishioner 
Former Cathedral Mom
Please call or text 503-757-6664 

Let me design a new piece for you or transform
family heirlooms jewels into elegant works of art.

Have Medicare questions?
I have answers.
Phillip Rosebrook, CLU, ChFC
Licensed Sales Representative
5 Centerpointe Dr. #600
Lake Oswego, OR 97035
503-421-1392, TTY 711
www.myuhcagent.com/phillip.rosebrook


