
St. Mary’s Cathedral

503-228-4397
1716 NW DAVIS ST.  
PORTLAND, OR, 97209

@CATHEDRALPDX
MARYSCATHEDRAL.COM@SMCATHEDRALPDX

Sunday, May 17th
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Since its dedication in 1926, St. Mary’s Cathedral 
has stood as the mother church of the Archdiocese 
of Portland in Oregon. The cathedral belongs to the 
400,000 Catholics of the archdiocese and serves as 
a place of ceremony and celebration for those who 
come here. The cathedral is also a parish church, and 
as such it is home to its parishioners and a welcoming 
place for all visitors. You may have noticed the 
beautiful rose design on our doors as you came in.  
This rose represents Mary, Our Blessed Mother, as 
well as Portland, the City of Roses.

All Are Welcome!

Please Consider a Charitable Bequest to
St. Mary’s Cathedral in your estate planning.

Give Via Weshare

WeShare is simple, and helps our 
Cathedral by saving time and labor. Contact 

Jennifer Overbay with any questions. 
To give, click maryscathedral.weshareonline.org

Prayer Requests:

Deacon Scott Kolbet
skolbet@cathedralpdx.org

prayerintentions@cathedralpdx.org

Clergy:
Most Reverend Alexander K. Sample, 
 Archbishop of Portland 
Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan, Pastor 
 pbrennan@archdpdx.org 
Deacon Scott Kolbet 
 skolbet@cathedralpdx.org

Cathedral Parish Life:
Jennifer Overbay, Business Manager
 joverbay@cathedralpdx.org 
Alex Chan & Mary Jo Gornick, Receptionists
 hello@cathedralpdx.org 
Sr. Connie Furseth, OSF, Neighborhood Liaison
 cfurseth@cathedralpdx.org
Andrew Hickey, Development Coordinator
 andrewh@cathedralpdx.org

Paulette Peynet, Director of RCIA 
Stephanie Fisher-Hunt, Director 
 Religious Education 
Angela Westhoff-Johnson, Music Director 
Seung Min Oh, Organist 

Shared Leadership: 
Barrett Brooks, Pastoral Council Chair
Jil Morby, Finance Council Chair
Mark Boshears, Knights of Columbus Grand Knight
 stmkoc15295@gmail.com

Cathedral School:
Amy Biggs, Principal 
Susan Hatley, Administrative Assistant 
 shatley@cathedral-or.org 

St. Mary’s Cathedral Parish Mission
St. Mary’s Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception is a 
community of Christians in the Roman Catholic Tradition. 
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, and through the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, we continue the mission of Jesus 
Christ through liturgy, prayer, education and service toward 
our neighbor. As the cathedral of the Archdiocese of Portland, 
and as a parish community, we offer hospitality to all visitors, 
celebrate archdiocesan events and witness the joy of the Gospel 
to the City of Portland.

St.  Mary’S Cathedral of the IMMaCulate ConCeptIon

Welcome to St.  Mary’s Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception



It didn’t take long for analysts and commentators to 
examine the current pandemic crisis and come up with 
some predictions on its future effect upon the church.  
One particularly helpful and insightful analysis just 
arrived from the Word on Fire organization of Bishop 
Robert Barron, a downloadable e-book entitled 
“Catholicism in the time of Coronavirus” by Dr. 
Stephen Bullivant.  My remarks here are based on 
Dr. Bullivant’s work.

What we are going through today is certainly not 
unique in the history of the church, which has faced 
every sort of plague and pandemic.  But it is important 
that we think through this moment and come to some 
understanding of its impact on the church.  As I 
write this, our local churches are just beginning to 
open in a limited way (this weekend we celebrate our 
first public Masses since mid-March).  The question 
arises, when we are fully open and operating, what 
effect, if any, will this prolonged absence from Mass 
have on Mass attendance in the immediate and mid-
term future? 

As background, we know that Mass attendance 
is already “somewhat fluid.”  For example, here 
at cathedral, there is a big difference in attendance 
during the academic year versus summer.  In general, 
Mass attendance (nationally) has shown a somewhat 
slow but steady decline over the past five years (about 
-2.2%).

Dr. Bullivant suggests that, in addition to this 
“normal” decline, there will be three main pandemic-
related factors that are “likely to impact Mass 
attendance negatively.”  The first is that people are 

dying.  The numbers of the dead keep rising, and how 
far this will go, we really don’t know.  Relevant here 
is the fact that Catholic Mass-goers are older than the 
wider population.  Data show that “40% of American 
Catholics who attend Mass weekly or more are over 
the age of 70.”  It is precisely this age group that is 
“most at risk of dying if they contract the virus.”  
This means that church communities “will be hit 
harder, perhaps even several times harder, than the 
US average.”

The second factor that is likely to affect attendance 
at Mass is immigration, or the lack thereof.  We 
have already seen that immigration into this country 
(and others) has come to a virtual halt.  “Fully a 
quarter of America’s cradle Catholics were born 
in another country.”  The current pandemic has 
“greatly disrupted the normal flow of people in, out, 
and around countries.”  American Catholics have 
been “a net beneficiary of immigration in terms of 
laity, clergy, and religious.”  How will the loss of 
immigration affect us?

The third factor is that we are “creatures of habit.”  
We attend Mass for many reasons, but one certainly 
is “that’s what we do on Sunday.”  Some people are 
very anxious to get back to church.  But for others, 
this pandemic lapse might be just the nudge they 
need never to return.  Sunday is a time to read the 
paper.  And, there’s always the livestream!

Yes, we are in for change.  How will the church 
handle this?  We’ll just have to see.

Msgr. Patrick S. Brennan

Monsignor Patrick Brennan is a native Oregonian who 
attended high school and college at Mount Angel Seminary 
(1965-1973).  He studied theology at the North American 
College and the Gregorian University in Rome (1973-1977; 
1979-1980).  He later studied Canon Law at The Catholic 
University of America (1983-1985).  Msgr. Brennan was 
ordained in 1977 and has held a number of positions in the 
archdiocese: president-rector of Mount Angel Seminary, Vicar 
for Clergy, and presently, Judicial Vicar.  He was appointed 
pastor of St. Mary’s Cathedral in 2011.  His interests include 
Scripture, travel, architecture, photography, and swimming.

a Word froM the paStor



May Intentions
19 In Memory of Sarah Kimmel
20 In Memory of Karen Mackin
21 In Memory of Barbara A. R. Pawlowski 
22 Ann Henry
23 Blanchet House

Financial Report for May 10, 2020

WeShare  110 
Envelopes 22

Sunday Envelope    2,570
WeShare    7,705
Total Parish  10,275

School  119
Social Services 200
Music 70
RCIA 20
Msgr. Vlog 20
Sunday School of Religion 5

 We are grateful for your contributions to 
St. Mary’s Cathedral!  

Scripture Readings For May 24, 2020
(Ascension of the Lord)

Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:17-23;
 Matthew 28:16-2

WeShare (Online Giving): We need your help to 
keep our parish operating! Please give via WeShare 
maryscathedral.weshareonline.org and sign up for 
recurring donations. Monsignor Pat says, "I can’t 
be more emphatic in my recommendation to make 
electronic giving your primary way of financially 
supporting St. Mary’s Cathedral."

Join Our Mailing List: E-mail Jennifer at 
joverbay@cathedralpdx.org to be added to our 
mailing list. We want to stay in touch with you.

 This Week at Cathedral
Limit of 25 persons by advance registration only. 
Contact the office to request a Mass time.

SaturdayVigil Mass 5:30pm

Sunday:  7:30 & 9am Mass

Sunday morning Mass 11:00 AM 
on the archdiocesan Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/archdpdx/

Daily Mass 7:30 am and 5:30pm

Msgr. Pat’s Vlog: Msgr. Pat has been posting a daily 
vlog (video blog) “In Time of Virus” at 
https://monsignorpat.com/index.html.  Join him for a 
3 minute reflection of the day.

Feed the Hungry! The Archdiocese reports, 
"Beginning next week, we need Catholic parishes, 
agencies and individuals to help distribute 60-70,000 
boxes of food to people who are hungry. The number 
of food boxes to be distributed will swell to over 
90,000 per week thanks to a grant from the USDA and 
our partnership with Pacific Coast Fruit Company. 
This will be a massive operation. Please stay tuned 
for how you and your parish can help."

Pen Pal – Adults in Custody - Office of Prison 
Ministry Letter Writing Program: As you may 
know, the prisons are in lockdown. No volunteers 
are permitted in the facilities. Paradoxically, this 
may be an opportunity to discern a call to respond 
to Jesus’ summons to visit the imprisoned. Perform 
this corporal work of mercy by becoming a pen pal 
to someone in corrections. For further introductory 
information, click HERE. To request the guidelines 
and an application, please email: 
prisonministry@archdpdx.org

parISh lIfe
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SpIrItual and faIth forMatIon

ANOTHER WAY TO READ

For many of us, it’s taken as a given that we have 
learned to read text, and that we consider a high school 
diploma a beginning, not an end. But, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau, it  was not until 2017 that 90% 
of  American adults 25 and older had finished high 
school. It’s true that people have been reading since 
the Fifth Century BC, at least in Greece, but most of 
those people read aloud, not silently, and not many 
in the general population knew their Alpha from their 
Beta. Throughout much of history around the world, 
reading was a scholarly skill available to a select few.

However, there is more than one way to read, and our 
painting of the month, The Little Garden of Paradise, 
is a perfect example. During the European Middle 
Ages, people were accustomed to reading images 
rather than text, and the unknown painter of the garden 
included 24 recognizable plants and 12 recognizable 
birds in the image. It was a kind of lesson in botany 
and ornithology, but also a lesson in symbolism, 
especially regarding the plants.

All of the plants are symbols of Our Lady, so viewers 
could read this garden as a “Mary Garden.” Mary 
Gardens have been part of the Christian world since 
the Middle Ages and are still cultivated in many 
cultures. Those who studied the painting seen here 
could recognize “Mary flowers” from their own 
gardens, or borrow ideas from the painting for their 
plots. For example, they read the columbine as “Our 
Lady’s Slipper,” or the rose as “Mystical Rose,” one 
of Mary’s names in her litany. The iris symbolized the 
sword which pierced Mary’s heart, and the lily of the 
valley her tears at the Cross.

For a short description of the painting, which is held 
at the Staedelmuseum in Frankfurt, see:
sammlung.staedelmuseum.de. 

For a description of Mary gardens, see:
https://www.fisheaters.com/marygardens.html. 

Happy text reading! Happy symbol reading!

- Sr. Constance Furseth, OSF Detail from Paradiesgärtlein



CATHEDRAL SCHOOL BY THE NUMBERS

4+ Hrs.
Daily instruction &

course work

 

 

 

 

2 Hrs.
Teachers hold

office hours to

answer

questions & offer

extra help

Pre-K - 2nd
grade

Pre-recorded

interactive lessons

& read alouds

3rd-5th grade
 Face-to-face

instruction on Zoom

& Google Meet

6th - 8th
grade

50 minute block

classes on Google

Meet

1-4x week
Each grade has a

Zoom meeting with

their teacher &

class.

Monday
 

Library, PE, Music,

Spanish

Tuesday -
Friday

Religion, Language

Arts, Math, Science,

Social Studies

Schedule
Each student is

provided with a

daily schedule

from the teacher 

Cathedral School is Accepting Applications for the 
2020-2021 School Year!

    

Don’t let social distancing stop you from applying today! 
Our application process is online and our office is operating remotely to

process applications.

Digital Learning
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FRESH FRUITS 
& VEGETABLES

Tualatin, OR

David DeAinza, DDS, PC
Downtown Family Dentistry
503-223-5223
pdxdentist.com
833 SW 11th Ave. Suite 500 Portland OR 97205

  Mausoleum & Crematorium 
0319 SW  Taylors Ferry Road 

Portland, OR   97219  
www.riverviewabbey.com 

(503) 244-7577 
Roger Sinnott 

Funeral Director

 

     RIVERVIEW ABBEY 
    FUNERAL HOME 

     Family Owned 
   

 

 

 

MACHINERY COMPANY 
Compressed Air 

House & Process Vacuum
Blower & Pump

Systems

24/7 PARTS
SALES
SERVICE
RENTALS

rogers-machinery.com

Locations in Oregon, 
Washington, California, 
Idaho, Utah, and Montana

503-639-0111

Anne Yoo

Portland Homes of Distinction

St. Mary’s Parishioner, Cathedral parent, Jesuit parent

I donate 10% of  my fees 
from Cathedral referrals 
directly back to the parish. 503-497-2985

Council # 15295
Join and make 
a difference.

www.maryscathedral.com

Touchmark in the West Hills 
is Portland’s premier full-service 

retirement community.

Welcome to your next adventure.
THE {FULL} LIFE AWAITS!

Learn more: 503-946-5427 
TouchmarkPortland.com

1818667 © Touchmark, LLC, all rights reserved

www.chown.com

Residential Hardware,
Plumbing and

Lighting Showroom
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DOWNTOWN
SELF-STORAGE
Locally Owned and Operated since 1981
TWO CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

1305 NW DAVIS
503 241-4700

1304 NW JOHNSON
503 241-6170

downtownselfstorage.com

Michael Carrano, CPWA®, CRPS®, AAMS® 
Carrano & Associates 
First Vice President, Wealth Management Advisor 
Portfolio Manager 
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management 
1211 SW 5th Ave, Suite 2400 
Portland, OR 97204 
T: 503.221.4632 • F 866-544.0662 • T 800-937-0750 
michael.carrano@ml.com 

A Bank of America Company

Contact Tom Ott to place an ad today! 
tott@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2638

HAS YOUR LOVED ONE BEEN
DIAGNOSED WITH DEMENTIA?
Concerned about the next steps? 

Support starts here
Counseling • Education • Therapy

 
503-866-6204 • info@awigpdx.com

GOLDSMITH JEWELS
EXQUISITE BYZANTINE DESIGNS
Birthdays u Anniversaries u Graduation

Special Occasions
Anne F. Goldsmith 
St. Mary’s Cathedral Parishioner 
Former Cathedral Mom
Please call or text 503-757-6664 

Let me design a new piece for you or transform
family heirlooms jewels into elegant works of art.

Have Medicare questions?
I have answers.
Phillip Rosebrook, CLU, ChFC
Licensed Sales Representative
5 Centerpointe Dr. #600
Lake Oswego, OR 97035
503-421-1392, TTY 711
www.myuhcagent.com/phillip.rosebrook

John J. O’Hara

It’s time to consider your estate plan.

Wills w Trusts w Estates 
Personal Injury & Accidents

(503) 255-8795 
ohara@warrenallen.com


