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Pastoral Staff 

Pastor:              Fr. Michael Blackburn, OFM 

Deacon: Dan Ritchie 

Deacon:  Dave Dudinsky 

Parish Staff 

Office Manager:    Anitra Turney 

Youth Ministry:    Tammie Fabien 

Maintenance:         John Wells�

Choir Directors 

Sun.:         Betty Ross  

Sat:      Mary Lou Bentley 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday:  5pm (8am @Poor Clares)   

Sunday:  10am (8am @ Poor Clares)  

M, W, F: 8am @ Poor Clares only   

Tues & Thurs:  8am @ St Francis only    

Holy Days: 8am and 7pm @ St Francis 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI  

 

    
 

 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

January 5th, 2020 

1104 W Heroy Ave Spokane WA 99205    509�325�1321  Office hours Tues�Fri 9�12�

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: 

Thurs. 8:30-4pm 

Sacraments: 

 

Anointing of the Sick: 

Masses with anointing 2 or 3 times a year 

Baptism:  

Parental preparation is required   

Marriage:  

contact the parish at least 6 months in advance 

Reconciliation : 

Saturdays 3:30-4:30 or by appointment 

Parish Committees & Organizations 

Pastoral Council:   Frank Taylor 

Finance Council:    Mark Krigbaum 

Women’s Club:      Dot Verry & Kris Bond 



 

 

ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH 

Immaculate Heart Retreat Center�

Silent Day of Prayer�

“Messiah, Model, and Master: �

Reflections to Recenter Our Lives on 

Jesus Christ”�

Fr. Kyle Ratuiste�

January 15, 2020�

Please register in advance: �

(509) 448�1224 or visit�www.ihrc.net���

$40 per person, ($50 with the use of a �

private room for the day).�

�

Weekend Manuscript �

Illumination Retreat�

“Word and Image: �

Illuminating the Our Father”�

Hannah Charlton�

January 17�19, 2020�

Please register in advance: �

(509) 448�1224 or visit�www.ihrc.net���

$212 per person, $334 couples, (includes lodging 

and 5 meals) $126 commuters. Cost of supplies in 

addition in $28.00�

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP�

�

Help and encouragement after the death of a loved one. 

GriefShare is a special weekly seminar and �

support group designed to help you rebuild your life. 

We know it hurts, and we want to help. Please join us 

for this helpful seminar on �

�

Sundays, Jan 12th through March 29th �

from 1:30 � 3:30 pm �

at St. Peter Church, located at S. Freya and E. 18th 

(Parking lot is 1/2 block South of 18th ). �

�

A donation of $15.00 for materials would be helpful. 

For more information please call: Arlette Popiel �

979�2255, or Gloria Riedlinger 443�8030 

A WORD FROM FR MIKE 

On The Epiphany of the Lord 

There have been some  

unbalanced people on thrones 

throughout history, and Herod the 

Great is one of them. Matthew 

gives us the dark narrative of the 

malevolent way in which Herod tried to trick 

the Magi into returning to Jerusalem with 

the news of where to find the newborn king 

of the Jews. As Herod said to them “That I 

too may go and do him homage”. That 

must have been their first clue that the  

wisest move would be to return in the  

opposite direction. 

The story of the massacre of the Holy         

Innocents did not come out of nowhere.   

Herod was a terrifying figure in the ancient 

world. He was so neurotic about losing his 

royal status that he murdered his wife        

Mariamne and several of his sons because 

he either feared they were plotting against 

him or they really were plotting against him. 

He was a master builder, but he was so 

loathed by his subjects that, when he fell off 

the litter his slaves were using to carry him to 

his summer palace one sweltering day, he 

was slow to revive. Eventually they  

cautiously and then exuberantly began  

celebrating what they thought was his  

demise. 

But rumors of his death were exaggerated, 

and when he awoke to singing and  

carousing he pronounced the following: “I 

command that on the day of my death, all 

the Jewish  elders in Jerusalem be brought 

into the Herodium and murdered. That way I 

can make certain there will be true grief 

over my death”. 

Blessedly, his sister outlived him and  

withdrew the death sentence. Let us pray 

then, that all world leaders experience the 

Epiphany that brought foreigners from afar, 

but eluded the king who lived five miles 

away. 

PASTORAL COUNCIL�

We will meet on Tuesday, January 7th at 7pm �

in the Conference room�

�

DAY OF PRAYER AND PENANCE 

FOR LIFE�

January 22nd 12�3PM�

Rosary and Eucharistic Adoration �

in the church �



Mass Matters by Fr. Bausch 

 

Chapter 4 - Making a Statement 

 

Three reasons why going to church makes a statement. 

 

 First: The Eucharist is an invitation to socially experience the shared presence of God. 

(Richard Rohr) 

Why sing a hymn with everyone else when I prefer the experience of singing alone?  

Why pray a psalm with the People of God when I get more out of praying in the privacy of 

my room?  

Because in Catholicism, joining together to pray, coming from all corners of our towns and 

villages, is an enactment of what it means to belong to the Catholic Church, to begin 

with. To pray together, to worship together, this is what it means to belong to the Church. 

   Going to Mass is not fundamentally about my unique spiritual experience, but about my 

giving over part of myself in love to all other believers so that together we can manifest 

Christ’s love for the world. Even if I’m distracted by work, dealing with a sick toddler, or 

more interested in watching a football game later in the afternoon, my presence on Sun-

day is necessary for the Church’s mission of divine love. The Church is ‘Catholic’ because 

her destiny is to gather the human family into the peace of Christ’s love. 

 

The Competitions 

Second, Catholics are no longer an identifiable cohort; they now live in a thoroughly secu-

lar environment. Therefore, it is important that you understand when you do “keep the 

Sabbath” you are making a counter cultural statement. The Sabbath or Sunday concept 

as ‘making a stand’ goes back to our Hebrew forebears. As resident slaves when they 

were in captivity in Babylon...they rebelled. In accordance with their covenant, they de-

clared they wanted one day without work to worship their God. When asked why they 

needed one day of rest, the Hebrews answered, “To remind ourselves that we are more 

than workers.” 

 

More Than 

Third: Our forebears were making a statement: “We are more than workers.” How desper-

ately we need to embrace that truth! That phrase should be the first thing we say when we 

wake up. It should be enshrined in our hearts and placed over the entrance of every 

church. We are more than. That’s why we’re here in church: to affirm this truth. 

   In today’s society, that means a great deal: it’s our contribution to generalization. Alt-

hough going to church may be routine, you should consider that you are making that de-

fining statement: “I do not live by bread alone, even if my lifestyle sometimes betrays me.” 

All day long we are identified and evaluated by where we live, what we do, how we 

dress, look, smell, perform, and produce. Going to church is our statement that shouts, 

“We are more than these things.” In short, going to church is a statement that “it’s not all 

about me, but about us and who we are.” 

   Do we think of any of these things when we come to church? Hardly! We’re worried 

about the pot roast in the oven or who has Mass today. We are here because we are 

“more than.” Maybe going to church is the only time and place we can state this truth so 

publicly. 

�

�



Thinking Globally�

� Every Sunday the Catholic (universal) Church all over the world gathers her children to the  

Eucharist. The people of the continents, the islands, and the earth’s four corners respond. The high 

and mighty, rich and poor, inhabitants of the cities and slums, well and sick, the free and the  

persecuted all answer the call. Here we pause to consider that we need to remember this last  

category. The people in Yemen, Egypt, Nigeria, Syria and other places go to church with deep  

apprehension and terrible fears of murderous attacks on their minds because it’s happened so often 

before. 

 These people worship, if possible, in a church, but for some in secretly designated homes,  

farmhouses, hidden cellars, or camouflaged hideouts. Those in prisons of the world await one special 

prisoner who has managed to scrounge a piece of bread and a bit of wine and then sneaks it into 

the squalor of their cells where he celebrates Mass with them. All over the globe on any given Sunday 

millions of us answer that summons to renew the face of the earth. Going to church is a statement 

that says we are in solidarity with the persecuted Church. 

 Church is “boring.” So this is too many times. “Boring” is the word. But so is getting dressed, making 

the coffee, doing the laundry, the daily grinding commute every day to work or school, but it is these 

stable dependable routines and rituals which anchor our lives and keep them from chaos. They are 

the taken for granted boundaries that keep us safe. It’s only when you can’t dress yourself or make 

your own coffee anymore that you realize how much you miss the boredom. 

 

Discussion Questions 

 

Ponder this: Here’s a dozen reasons someone collected about why people stay away from church. 

1. I stay away from church because it rains. —You go to work in the rain.  

2. I stay away from church because it’s hot. —So is the golf course. 

3  I stay away from church because it’s cold. —It’s warm and friendly inside. 

4  I stay away from church because I am poor. —There is no admission charge. 

5. I stay away from church because I am rich. —We’ll take care of that. 

6. I stay away from church because no one invited me. —People go to the movies without be-

ing asked. 

7. I stay away from church because I have children. —God loves them. 

8. I stay away from church because there are hypocrites there. —You associate with them  

daily. 

9. I stay away from church because my clothes are not expensive. —It’s not a fashion show. 

10. I stay away from church because the church always wants money. —So does the  

government. 

11. I stay away from church because I have company. —They will admire your loyalty, whether 

you bring them along or ask them to wait until you get back. 

12. I stay away from church because I have plenty of time to go later. —Are you sure? 

 

1. How and where can we invite people to join us at St Francis of Assisi? What do we say to 

people when they ask us about St. Francis? Are we excited about our parish? 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

2. A follow up to Chapter One comments - In what ways can we be more welcoming to  

visitors?_________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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David & Eva McChesney�30 years!�

Please  

remember 

in your 

prayers: 

Frank Rose, 

Steve Rij, 

Don & Mary 

DeLuca,  

Florence Himelspach, Kathy Bromley, Dana 

Duvanich, Janice Duvanich, Anita Smith,  

Rita Loft, David Francis, Ramona Jones, 

Marylin Connolly-Overbey, Kathy White, 

James Baxter, Ellen Turnbull,  Michael Brick, 

Kathryn Brown, Tom Chadler, Melissa  

Bromley, Mike Arcondizzy, Steve Wren,  

MaryAnn Forcier, Gary Turnbull, Brian  

Chandler, Marlene Weller, Charlie Johnson, 

Colleen Pounder, Frank Heisig, Nancy Sims, 

Stanley Mundell, Jean Rottmayer, Joyce 

Johnson, Tom Bienemann, Helen Arnzen, 

Kelly Carrubba, Linda McPeek, Fr Skok & Jan 

Martin 

A�en�on engaged and married �

couples:� �

�

Fer�lity Awareness�Based Methods �

�

(FABMs) of family planning are safe, effec�ve, and 

affirming of all stages of your life together.� To learn 

more visit�www.live�the�love.org,�please �

e�mail�nfpuser@gmail.com,�or call 509�590�8576.� �

A series of classes is star�ng �

Saturday, January 18, 2020, �

9:30am in the Upper�Room at St. Peter. �

To register for this class, or�a self�paced on�line class, 

go to�h)p://register.ccli.org. �

Regular Meetings and Activities: 

Coffee & Donuts 

Every Sunday after mass 

Women’s Club (w/c) 

2nd Tues of month 7pm 

St Thérèse Guild 

2nd Weds 6pmYouth room  

St. Elizabeth’s Guild 

1

st

 Monday after W/C  1:00pm 

Immaculate Heart Guild 

2

nd

 Wed 1pm Conf. room 

Our Lady Queen. 

2

nd

 Wed. of month, 7:00pm 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 

1st Sunday 11:30 

Peace & Justice 

2nd Tues 9:30am in conf rm 

Bible Study 

Wednesdays 7pm conf room 

St Faustina’s Guild 

3rd Tues 2pm 

Pastoral Council 

1st Tuesday of month, 7pm 

Secular Franciscan Order 

2nd Sat of month 9am 

Knights of Columbus 

3rd Sunday after Mass 

Contemplative Prayer 

Tues 10am & Thurs 6:30pm  

Women’s Bible Study 

Tues 1pm conference rm 

Adorationof the Blessed Sacrament 

Thursdays 8:45-4pm in the side chapel 
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HOLY CROSS ST. JOSEPH QUEEN OF PEACE
MEETING THE NEEDS OF THE FAITHFUL:

FUNERAL    |    CREMATION    |    CEMETERY    |    FAMILY ESTATES

holycrossofspokane.org 

7200 N. Wall, Spokane, WA 99208

(509)467-5496

Compassionate pricing with superior service.

SPOKANE
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF
A NON-PROFIT MINISTRY OF THE
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