
WORSHIP AND SERVE GOD WITH US IN 
SACRAMENT AND PRAYER IN OUR FAMILY 

OF FAITH  

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday 7:30 - 3:30 
Friday -  7:30—Noon  
Closed Saturday & Sunday 
 
PARISH OFFICE CONTACT INFO 
www.stmaryspokane.org 
stmary@dioceseofspokane.org 
304 S ADAMS ROAD, SPOKANE VALLEY, WA  99216 
 
PARISH CLERGY 
Parish Office Number   928-3210 
Rev. Jeffrey R. Lewis, Pastor  x 109 
Fr. Michael Kwiatkowski,  
 (Priest in Residence) 

Deacon Mike Miller   928-3210 
Deacon Dan Glatt   928-3210 
 

Emergency Anointing of the Sick x 9 
 (afterhours) 
 

PARISH OFFICE      928-3210 

Suzie Frei, Office Manager        x 150 
Marie Bricher, DRE & Faith Formation     x 111                                              
Sharon Greany, Business Manager          x 107 
Mark VanDriel, Maintenance Manager      x 7 
Emma Smith, Youth Director       x 112 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
Craig Smentek, Grand Knight      (509) 991-4692 
John White, Faithful Navigator        (509) 994-1023 
 

CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Diana Thomas        (509) 828-9500 
  

HOSPITALITY COORDINATOR 
Jaymie Miner         (509) 999-6631  
 
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
Bill Flerchinger, President      (509) 703-7867 
 

ST. MARY SCHOOL      924-4300 
Ben Walker, Principal                             x 202 
Chelsea Weiler, School Secretary      x 200 
Lou Turner, Advancement Director          x 206  
Sharon Greany, Business Manager          x 204 

32nd Sunday  in Ordinary Time 
November 7, 2021 

 
MASS SCHEDULE  

  

Saturday Mass:      5:00pm   
Sunday Masses:     7:30am, 9:00am, 11:30am   
Weekday Masses:  Monday, Tuesday 5:30pm 
         Wednesday, Thursday 7:00am 
                                 Friday 7:00am & 5:30pm 
                                First Saturday 9:00 am 

     

Confessions 
Wednesday 4:30-5:30pm 

Friday 6:00-7:00pm 
Saturday 3:30-4:30pm 

First Fridays 7:30-8:30am 
 

Adoration 
Friday 6:00 - 7:00pm  

First Friday 7:30am - 12pm 
First Saturday 9:30am - 10:30am 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to St. Mary Parish Community.  If you would like to register 
with the parish, please fill out form on website, stop by the Parish 
Office, or call (509) 928-3210. 
 

CARE OF THE SICK 
Communion is taken to the sick and elderly on a regular basis.  
Please call Karen Grewe (Homebound Ministry) at (509) 927-4941 

For the convenience of those with hearing difficulties, Masses at St. Mary can be heard on personal  
FM-band radios or in the car in the parking lot. Tune to 89.9 FM.   

SACRAMENTS 

Baptism: The family should be registered and active in St. Mary 
Parish.  For arrangements call the Parish office, 928-3210.  

Marriage: Couples must contact the parish at least six months prior 
to their desired wedding date.   

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) or  
RCIC (for children over 7) 

Have you thought about becoming a Catholic?  Do you know some-
one who is thinking about it?  Please call Marie Bricher at  

928-3210 ext. 111 for more information.   

St. Mary Catholic Parish 



Parish Collection Report 
 

Weekly income Oct 24  :     $ 9,963.00 

Oct total monthly income :  $ 49,131.37 
Yearly Income (Jan - Oct) : $ 589,866.00 
 

Respect Life 
How can YOU Actively Work for the Respect for Life from 

Conception to Natural Death? 
 

We will be praying at Planned Parenthood on Thursdays at 11:00 - Noon. The address is 12104 E 

Main St., Spokane Valley.   Please join us!  
 

Contact Rose Hays at 509 990 5708 for questions or if you want to join our group.  

                     PRIESTS MASS INTENTIONS 
 

11/08 MONDAY     Judy Brown + 
11/09 TUESDAY         Michel Brown + 
11/10 WEDNESDAY   Michael Burton + 
11/11 THURSDAY      Corabelle Earnshaw + 
11/12 FRIDAY     Mary Ilgen + 
11/13 SATURDAY    Rena Hardee + 
11/14 SUNDAY 
 7:30am  Judy Thies +    
 9am   Pro Populo  
 11:30am   Thomas McInerney + 
 

 

To have a Mass offered by the priest for a deceased person 
or another intention, please call the parish office  at (509) 
928-3210 or email  stmary@dioceseofspokane.org 

Prayer Requests 
All those feeling lonely and isolated, those who are ill 

Irene Z., Susan Curalli., Matt C, Ella Miller, Ann G. 
To have a name listed in the bulletin call Suzie in the office at 928-3210.  
Names will be listed for  3 weeks, then removed unless requested again. 

 If a family member is admitted to a local hospital, please call the parish office at 928-3210 if you would like a priest. 

 To add someone to the prayer chain or to be part of the prayer chain ministry please join the Prayer Chain group in 
Flocknote or call the parish office.   

 For those not “on-line” call Bobbie Bailey at 928-9584. 

St. Mary St. Vincent de Paul conference members continue to assist our neighbors with 
food, hygiene products, utility & rental assistance. The emergency assistance message 
line is (509) 703-7867,  a member will return your call.  Our pantry is in particular need 
of hygiene (hand soap, shampoo/conditioner, toothpaste &amp; brushes) and paper prod-
ucts (toilet paper/paper towels) and cooking oil.  

Cooks needed to feed our hungry youth group!    
 

Youth Ministry has begun for the year!!  The busy schedules of our Middle & high school 
students makes it hard to find time for dinner before Youth Group (6 PM - 8 PM Thurs-
days).  To help ease the burden, and encourage attendance, we would like to extend an 
invitation to the members of the parish to help cook a nice, healthy meal for the students 

Monetary contributions can be dropped in 
the 3rd Sunday Basket or online at 
www.stmaryspokane.org : 1. tap on “Give”,  
2. then “Donation Designation”,  and 3. 
scroll down to “St Vincent de Paul” 



 Pastor’s Column 
 St. Mary Catholic Parish 

 November 7, 2021 - Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Death and Care for the Body 
Questions and Answers from a Catholic Perspective 

From Guest Columnist  Fr Darrin Connall  
 

When it comes to death and the issues surrounding burial and cremation, there are many ques-
tions which may be on the minds of Catholics.  Many are grateful for having some direction and 
guidance particularly when it comes to such sensitive issues.  What follows is a brief series of 
questions and answers regarding the beliefs and requirements of the Church regarding death and 
care for the body.  
 
At the time of death, and the soul leaves the body, is my loved one “gone?” 
Some people feel that their loved one is “no longer here” following death.  This is understandable 
but it is inaccurate. The truth is that we human beings are BOTH body and soul and we remain 
body and soul even at the time of death.  Yes, the soul has passed from this world to the next, but 
at the end of time our bodies will be united again with our souls.  That is what happened with the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus and that is what we ourselves long to experience.  
 
What funeral rites are recommended following death?  
The Church recognizes the profound sense of sadness that can often accompany the death of a 
loved one.  For this reason, family and friends are encouraged to take full advantage of the three 
separate rites associated with a Catholic funeral. These include a vigil or rosary (the night before), 
funeral Mass, procession and burial of the body at one of our three Catholic cemeteries.  Your 
pastor will be flexible in meeting your individual needs and circumstances.   
 
What about cremation?  
The Church clearly prefers that the body be present for the funeral rites.  The human body is sa-
cred.  During life, the body is a temple of the Holy Spirit.  It is washed in Baptism, anointed with 
sacred oil in Confirmation and nourished with the Body and Blood of Christ in Holy Communion.  
The body is an instrument of charitable relationships and compassion shown toward people.  In 
death, the body is therefore to be shown dignity and reverence.  
Even if cremation is to take place, the Church encourages the body to be present for the Vigil and 
Funeral Mass. 
 
How does that work?  
Funeral home representatives can speak with you about using a combustible liner in a rented cas-
ket.  Following the funeral Mass, the body remains in the combustible liner, is removed from the 
casket, and both are cremated together.  Following cremation, the remains are then inurned in a 
cemetery niche or consecrated ground plot.  

Is there a difference in how the body is treated compared with ashes?  
In a situation where the body is cremated before the funeral rites, the cremated remains may be 
present for the funeral rites.  It is important to note that the remains are to be treated with the 
same respect we give to the human body.  Treating the cremated remains exactly as we would the 
body means that we place them in a worthy vessel, transport them with dignity, and entomb them 
in a mausoleum or bury them in a grave.  They are not to be scattered in the park, distributed 
among friends, or poured into a favorite lake.  Our focus is on eternal life and caring for the re-
mains as we would the body points to Jesus Christ and our hope for resurrection.  



 
 
If incineration cremation is allowed by the Church, what about alkaline hydrolysis or com-
posting? 
Alkaline hydrolysis, sometimes called flameless cremation, is an increasingly popular cremation 
process which uses a chemical solution to reduce the human body to a liquid and bones.  After the 
body has been “bathed” in the chemical solution for a few hours, the process is completed, leaving 
behind about 100 gallons of sterile liquid and bone fragments.  The liquid solution is disposed of 
through the sewer system while the bone fragments are then pulverized into dried paste and re-
turned to the family.  

Alkaline hydrolysis is legal in Washington State.  However, the process does not show due rever-
ence and respect for the body of the deceased, particularly as the dissolved human remains are 
flushed into the sewer system. 
Human composting is also legal in Washington State. During the human composting process, a 
body is placed in a reusable vessel, covered with wood chips, and aerated.  This creates an envi-
ronment for microbes and essential bacteria to decompose the body.  In about 30 days, the body 
become usable soil. 
Because the process does not fully respect the dignity of the human body, the Church does not 
support the use of human composting.  The body has greater dignity than banana peels, coffee 
grounds, or garden scraps.  
 
How do I plan my funeral rites? 
Call your parish and speak with your pastor.  It is very helpful if a person plans his or her funeral 
rites in advance and then communicates that plan with friends and loved ones. 
 
Who should give my eulogy?  
It is important to note that the entire focus of Catholic funeral rites is on Jesus Christ -first and fore-
most.  If a personal eulogy is to be given, it is preferred to reserve it for the memorial reception.  
The funeral rites are meant to turn our attention to Jesus Christ as our savior and victor of sin and 
death.  Without His triumph over the grave, there would be no hope for any of us.  Funerals allow 
us to worship the Lord and ask for his loving mercy and kindness to be shown to the person who 
has died.  
When the focus remains on Jesus Christ, the funeral rites often become a source of evangelization 
for those in attendance and comfort for the person’s family and loved ones. 
 
What about a celebration of life?  
Remembering and honoring aspects of our deceased loved ones is very important.  Sharing memo-
ries and humorous anecdotes helps with the grieving process.  It is most appropriate to use terms 
like “memorial reception” or “memorial luncheon” rather than “celebration of life.”  As was indicated 
above, the only life to be “celebrated” is our Lord Jesus Christ. Funeral terminology helps to keep 
our focus on salvation and the life that is to come. 
 
Some of this information is new to me.  What if I didn’t follow it in the past?  
There are those who will read this information and have some feelings of guilt for choices made in 
the past.  Many of us have regrets about certain decisions we have made regarding dying, death, 
and burial issues.  Let’s just leave that in the past and entrust it to the mercy of God.  Looking for-
ward, we strive to live the teachings of our Church when faced with similar situations in the future.  



               St Mary Knights of Columbus : 4196  
Membership Drive  
Anyone interested in joining the Knights of Columbus council at St Mary please 
email Craig Smentek at : cm_smentek@comcast.net 

New members receive one year no membership fee. 

It is time for TURKEY BINGO!!!    
NOVEMBER 14th 2:00 - 5:00  

In the gym!! 





Contribute to St. Mary Catholic Church from your IRA by December 31, 2021  
Donating directly from a qualified retirement account to St. Mary Catholic Church can help us con-
tinue our mission to help others know, love, and serve Jesus Christ. It can also help you reduce 
your taxable income.  
 
Those 72 years of age are required to take an annual minimum distribution from their IRA. The IRA 
distribution creates taxable income. If you are in a position where that money is not needed, and 
you would rather use it for charitable purposes, you can designate a portion, or all of it, as a Quali-
fied Charitable Distribution (QDC). This allows you to fulfill the required IRA distribution without in-
creasing taxable income. Call us at 509-928-3210 or email sgreany@stmarysspokane.org. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Mondays from 10 am to 12 noon in the Adult Center.  

Crochet or knit shawls for those who are ill or in hospice.  If you know someone  
who is ill and may be comforted by a shawl handmade with love and a prayer,  
shawls are available at the Parish Office.  

GriefShare presents: “Surviving the Holidays” 
 

Hennessey Valley Funeral Home : Tuesday Nov 16 (6:30—8:30 PM) 

Has a loved one died and you are wondering how you will manage Thanksgiving and Christmas this 
year? Learn strategies to manage the holidays at this one-time Grief-Share session.  
Call Rita McNeilly 509-944-1991 for info, or register online at GriefShare.org 

PHONIX POTLUCK LUNCH  
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 12  @ NOON In the  ADULT CENTER  

ALL ARE WELCOME!! 

Immaculate Heart Retreat  Center 
www.ihrc.net  509-448-1224 

24 hour Illumination Retreat: Holy Family Illuminated Manuscript - Nov 19 , 4:30 PM to Nov 20, 4:30 PM   
Laity Retreat : Work Out Your Salvation (Phil 2:12) - Jan 14 -  16, 2022 
Individual Advent Retreats : Individual Silent 1 Day, 2, 3 Days, or more.  Nov 29 -  Dec 21  
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Scott Brockway
Financial Advisor
926-9807

FINANCIAL STRATEGIES.
ONE-ON-ONE ADVICE.

scott.brockway@edwardjones.com
708 N. Argonne Ste. 3, Spokane, WA

Joshua Conway, DDS
12121 E. Broadway Ave, # 4

Spokane Valley
(509) 926-6261

Your smile, comfort 
and dental health are 

our main concern.

Ph. (509) 535-1313 
Fax (509) 535-5304

Ph. (509) 535-1515
Fax (509) 863-9797

PO Box 644 • Liberty Lake, WA  99019
www.specialtygroup.co

WA State License # - SPECII*857M3 WA State License # - SPECIE851QB

(509) 927-0800 • www.twclark.com
Commercial General Contractor

Michael O’Dea, DVM
& Associates

Weeknights 6pm to 8am
Weekends 24 hours

6522 E. 1st Ave. 
Spokane Valley, WA

(509) 535 -8743

RANCHO VIEJO
AUTHENTIC FAMILY MEXICAN RESTAURANT

Everyday Lunch and Dinner Specials
See us on FACEBOOK or www.RanchoViejoMexican.net

14201 E. Sprague  927-8428

Catholic Owned & Operated 
• Air Conditioning 

• Furnaces & Boilers • Boiler Repair 
• Gas Conversions • Plumbing/Heating 

Larry Andrews - President 
(509) 489-3860 

www.andrewsmechanical.com

ANDREMI015B1

Catholic Owned & Operated
• Furnaces & Boilers

• Air Conditioning • Boiler Repair
• Gas Conversions • Plumbing/Heating

Larry Andrews - President
(509) 489-3860

www.andrewsmechanical.com

WCE provides Land 
Development services in 

the following areas: 
Land Survey, Civil, 

Structural and 
Traffic Engineering, 
Land Planning and 

Landscape Architecture
21 South Pines Road

Spokane Valley, WA 99206
509-893-2617  

WhippleCE.com 

JOHN Q WHITE, JR.
(509) 994-1023

18+ Years Real Estate Experience
Trusted St Mary’s Parishioner

4th Degree Knight of Columbus
United States Air Force Veteran

JOHN Q WHITE, JR.
(509) 994-1023

20+ Years Real Estate Experience
Trusted St Mary’s Parishioner

4th Degree Knight of Columbus
United States Air Force Veteran 

ALBITERS
PAINTING LLC

ALBITPL806D0 
Parishioner

509-216-7752
justinalbiter@gmail.com

Painting Inside - Outside - Windows
Doors - Trim - Cabinets

Staining wood Doors or Windows
Commercial & Residential

13221 E 32nd Ave. Ste. 1

321-7381
valleypps.com

Parishioners Mark & Anna Vinson

Contact Shannon Miller to place an ad today! 
smiller1@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2257


