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Praying in the Time of the Virus Crisis 
By Andy Alexander, S.J. 
 
The current spread of the novel Coronavirus is quite disturbing.  There is a sense of the 
unknown.  How bad will this get?  Will it affect me?  How will it further change our way of 
life?  Just as we try to calm down and remind ourselves not to worry beyond the facts, 
the next day's news reveals something more shocking.  Fear is a very unsettling emo-
tion.  It can paralyze us and take away our abilities to remain balanced and reasonable 
and to discern the right choices before us. 
 

On one level it is critical that we follow good sound advice from the medical community 
and do what we can to prevent ourselves from getting the virus or from spreading it to 
others.  But, on a far deeper level, we need to turn to prayer, to our relationship with 
God, to find comfort and peace that we need the most.  This is a time to place ourselves 
in our Lord's hands and to ask for the grace to trust. 
 

We certainly can pray that the epidemic will come to an end soon, and that people who 
contract the virus will receive the care they need.  And, we can pray for those who are 
suffering, for the most vulnerable all over the world, and we can pray with those who are 
grieving the loss of loved ones. 
 

Letting our Lord comfort us with a peace that nothing else in this world can give is to 
pray at another level.  It begins with our reminding ourselves that we are loved by God. 
In the Christian tradition, we can remind ourselves of the Good News itself.  We are 
saved from the power of sin and death through the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
Many other religious traditions offer us hope and consolation in God's love and presence 
with us. 
 

How do we find that peace in the midst of so much anxiety and worry about the future? 
We can take precautions and be prudent, but we don't have to worry about what we 
can't control.  We can trust that by turning to our God, we can rely on God's love and 
presence.  We can take courage from a sense that we are not alone.  And, we can let 
go of the anxieties and be brought deeper into that relationship which feels "at home" 
and reminds us of our truest self. 
 

Most of all, faith and trust can help us replace our anxiety 
with our mission - the mission each of us has to love as we 
have been loved.  When we ask for the help - in our relation-
ship with our God - to grow in compassion and care for those 
around us, a new level of purpose is given to us.  We can feel 
the grace of being sent - missioned - to be for and with others 
in crisis.  We can comfort others and help calm their fears. 
We can be a source of strength for others who are struggling. 
Our charity and the ways we reach out to others will trans-
form our hearts.  And, we can make a real difference.  Per-
haps someone I know, who is quarantined at home, needs a 
call every day, or perhaps a quick trip to the store for necessi-
ties.  The possibilities will come to us as we let our hearts be 
calmed and be filled with compassion.  Gratitude leads to  
 

 



Stewardship Report:  March 22, 2020 
Envelope Donation                  $3,106.00 
Loose Checks     $90.00 
Loose Cash     $ n/a 
Electronic Fund Transfer  $5,025.00 
Total Collection    $8,221.00 
Weekly Average Needed  $23,077.00 
 

Parishioner Envelopes & EFT 83 
Annual Parish Budget   $1,200,000.00 

Contributions needed to-date  $877,085.00 
Contributions received to-date $781,140.20 
Budget Income (Shortfall)        ($95,944.80) 
 

Continued from cover… 
generosity and courage lets our hearts move from being 
fearful to being bold. 
 

Andy Alexander, S.J. - alexa@creighton.edu 
https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/
Praying-in-the-time-of-the-virus.html.  Used with permission.  
  

New!  Live-Stream Available for 
Weekday and Sunday Mass 
For Weekday Masses:  Fr. Greg Staudinger and         
Fr. Wayne Pittard will take turns to provide a LIVE- 
streamed daily Mass at St. Pius X Tuesday through   
Friday mornings.  You must go online to our website at  
www.stpiusxblgs.org at 8:30am to view the LIVE-stream.  
Sorry, no archived Masses are available.  
For Sunday Mass:  Go online to the website above on 
Sunday morning at 10:00am to watch Mass celebrated 
by Fr. Greg.  Say the prayer below to be spiritually united 
in prayer at the time of communion at any LIVE-
streamed Mass.  Sorry, no archived Masses available.   
 

Spiritual Communion:    
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things, and I desire to      
receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You    
sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
 

Note to Parishioners:  In compliance with 

our Bishop’s suspension of all Masses at all parishes 
throughout the diocese through March 30

th
 and guide-

lines by the Center for Disease Control (CDC) as well as 
federal, state and local entities, all church activities at 
St. Pius X have been cancelled through March 30

th
.  

We will stay in close contact with all and monitor CDC 
guidelines and keep you informed as to any extensions 
of these closures past March 30th.   
 

Thank you to all parishioners who are send-
ing their tithe to St. Pius X or have signed 
up for Electronic Fund Transfer.  You are 
appreciated and are helping us continue our 
ministries!  Feel free to call Karyn for EFT 
information at 656-2522.   

Scripture Reflection: 
Fifth  
Sunday 
of Lent   

 
Even though we say that we believe, there is a part of us 
that doesn’t.  There are many times in our lives when we 
experience death, whether it be the physical death of some-
one we love, a failed relationship, the loss of a job, or a bro-
ken dream.  As we are going through these death experi-
ences, we can easily find ourselves reaching out to God to 
make it better and fix it!  We think that the proper order of 
life is to maintain the things of this world, especially those 
things that are essential to our sense of well-being and   
security.  We do not like change.  The grieving that comes 
from our death experiences can keep us stuck and in     
despair.  If we have lost something or someone of great 
value, the very meaning and essence of life is lost with 
them.  We need gentle companions to lift us from despair 
and that is precisely who God desires to be in our life as 
well. 
 

God calls us out of our tombs, where we have been closed 
up in fear and despair, and shouts, “Come out!”  He desper-
ately wants to show us the path to hope and the new life 
that is possible after loss and death.  But our faith can be 
weak, and we still prefer to cling to the memory of what we 
had rather than the joyful possibilities of tomorrow.  We 
sometimes live as if God is not real and that the transforma-
tive power of His resurrected presence is a story found in 
the Bible rather than a narrative unfolding in our lives. 
 

God is the God of surprises, not our demise.  God opens 
new possibilities, begins new chapters, creates new verses, 
and brings us to new heights!  We spend so much time and 
energy ruminating over what we left behind yesterday that 
we are far too tired to see what can unfold tomorrow.  Lov-
ing someone new doesn’t negate our past loves.  Embrac-
ing the love of a person, God, or life itself tomorrow doesn’t 
diminish the love of yesterday.  Each of our loves is differ-
ent, and one cannot be replaced by another.  They don’t 
cancel each other out.  God truly has tended to every detail 
of our lives, and if we listen to each detail, we find that they 
all lead us back to Him.  Jesus wants us to come out of our 
closed-up tombs.  Are we going to listen this time?             ©LPi 

Ezekiel 37:12-14 
Psalm 130:1-8 
Romans 8:8-11 
John 11:1-45 

Please support our Advertiser 

RnG Construction LLC. 
Over 30 of experience, affordable prices,  
quality workmanship, excellent customer  

service.  Call for a FREE consultation. 

Randy Stone (406) 690-2216.   

Donations for the Sound and Lighting Systems:  
No new donations.  Total thus far:  $50,139.   
Our goal is $99,245.00. 



All Masses and Services 
Suspended through  

March 30, 2020 
Weekend 

Saturday at 5:00 PM 
Sunday at 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM 

 
Weekdays  

Tuesday—Friday  
 Mass at 8:30 AM—Day Chapel 

Rosary - 8:00 AM, before daily Mass 
 

Sacraments 
Reconciliation: Sat. 3:30-4:30 PM 
Baptism: Parental Baptism sessions 
          required 
Marriage: Six-month preparation   
           required 
Eucharist: For homebound, hospital 
            & care facility patients 
Anointing of the Sick: Communal & 
                                Individual 
Vocations:  Rev. Garrett Nelson, 
Diocese of Great Falls-Billings,   
(800) 332-9998.    

Parish Staff 
Parish Center Hours: 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday 
406.656.2522 ●www.stpiusxblgs.org●www.facebook.com/stpiusbillings 
 

Father Greg Staudinger, Pastor, 406.489.6666, frgreg@stpiusxblgs.org 
Deacon Tom Landry, 406.860.7842, acnerds@bresnan.net 
Rita Brehm, Administrative Assistant, rb@stpiusxblgs.org 
Sister Barbara Brown, OP, Formation Ministry, bjbop@stpiusxblgs.org 
Bob Fannon, Christian Initiation of Adults, bobfan@stpiusxblgs.org 
Shelly Greenfield, Bulletin, Christian Service, sg@stpiusxblgs.org 
Karyn Haider, Pastoral Administrator, khaider@stpiusxblgs.org 
Deacon Nathan Haney, 406.656.2522, dnatehaneymt@gmail.com 
Bob Holbrook, Interim Liturgy Coordinator, bholbrook@stpiusxblgs.org 
Jan Kirk, Accounting/Bookkeeping, jan@stpiusxblgs.org 
Jennifer Mack, Children’s Min. Assistant, jmack@stpiusxblgs.org 
Kathy McCleary, Communications & Volunteers, kmc@stpiusxblgs.org 
Amanda Michael, Youth Ministry, amichael@stpiusxblgs.org 
Mike Persha, Cemetery Manager, mpersha@stpiusxblgs.org 
Mary Carol Rachac, Outreach Ministry, mcr@stpiusxblgs.org 
Jessie Rohrer, Children’s Ministry Coordinator, jr@stpiusxblgs.org 
Bill Walker, Custodian, bwalker@stpiusxblgs.org 
Teresa Wehr, Children’s Min. Assist./Nursery, children@stpiusxblgs.org 
Joan Whelan, Music Ministry, joan@stpiusxblgs.org 
 

Bulletin notices are due by 4:30pm on Monday.   
Please email bulletin@stpiusxblgs.org or fax to 656-2584.  
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Call LPi today for 
advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952

Contact Scott Rimer to place an ad today! 
srimer@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5900
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Commercial & Residential  

Dan Glennon           Sam Thelen 

406.252.1533
820 North 30th Street
Billings, MT 59101

BY THE BILLINGS CLINIC AND
ST. VINCENT HOSPITALS

BCBS, EBMS, Delta Premier and
 PPO, Cigna, GEHA, AETNA,

PacificSource (Advantage Dental),
HumanaDental, MetLife providers.

 
A Family Tradition Since 1939 
Serving Montana Families  

for 80 Years

10 Yellowstone Avenue 
Billings, MT 59101

(406) 248-8807 
John, Brenda, & M’lis Dahl

www.montanaagplastics.com

Custom Polycarbonate
Egress Window Coverings

Custom Plastic Fabrication
Manufacturing & Repair

Contact
Vince & Kathy Thomas

406-690-4530

1.800.CAN.LEARN

SAVE
$100

HUNTINGTON
GET BACK ON TRACK THIS SUMMER

CENTER


