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From the Cathedral Rector 
 

Dear Friends,  

I sat down to write this Lumen Christi article to you on the 
Feast of Sts. Simon and Jude (October 28). The Gospel reading 
for the feast day of these two apostles recounted the calling of 
the first disciples.  In a rather straightforward way, St. Luke 
presents the names of the Twelve, without any glamour or 
drama. He simply names them. I suppose that it was not 
necessary to add any superfluous imagery to the call of the 
disciples. As we know that each of their stories were unique 
and full and came to glorious fulfillment when they shed their blood for Jesus.   

Each of the disciples – with Matthias being added later as a replacement for Judas – gave their lives 
valiantly for Christ. United by their love for Jesus, they used their God-given talent, their humanity, their 
perspective, and their personality to proclaim the Gospel and to lay down their lives for Christ and 
others. Each of them taught the Faith in different ways, and they did it well. That’s why we admire them! 

That same perspective has been translated through the centuries. A multitude of men and women, even 
to our own day, have heard the same call from Christ. They too, in their unique way, have proclaimed 
Jesus Christ, Crucified and Risen. Each of the saints have dared to live their lives to the full.  

We kicked off the month of November with the Solemnity of All Saints. Fittingly this year, it fell on a 
Sunday. On this feast, we honored not only those saints who were officially recognized and had their own 
liturgical feast at other times during the year, but also the multitude of the unknown men and women 
who now enjoy the vision of God forever in heaven. For me this year, this feast highlighted the fact that 
even in the midst of unity of faith in Jesus, there is a great diversity in which the Lord uses to make his 
message heard throughout all the world. Recall what St. John says in Revelation:  

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no man could number, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed 
in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation 
belongs to our God who sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb!” (Rev. 7:9-10). 

The Saints rise up in every place and in every generation, including our own. We, too, can become great 
saints. I know that this year has been marked by uncertainty, frustration and stress for all of us and we 
can feel like we are far from saintly.  Yet it is true that in moments like these, that is where the great 
saints are raised up.  

This November, I invite you to truly embrace the call to holiness. In the midst of all that is going on: Know 
Christ, and dare to be you! 

May this month be for you a moment of true purification, conversion, and joy!  

Sincerely, 

Fr. Brandon   
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       Staff Voices 

Dcn. Tim Roberto 
On the Rite of Christian Initiation  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the journey established by the Church for 

individuals to become Catholic and receive the Sacraments of Initiation- Baptism, Confirmation, and 

Eucharist.  RCIA involves the individual seeking conversion and the whole parish community. The 

community is renewed in faith through this journey, preparing and welcoming these new members 

into the Church. The spiritual journey to conversion is centered on nurturing a deep relationship 

with Jesus Christ and the Church Jesus founded.  This journey takes place over four distinct stages- 

Period of Evangelization and Precatechumenate, Period of Catechumenate, Period of Purification 

and Enlightenment, and Period of Mystagogy.  The Second Vatican Council in Sacrosantum 

Concilium, called for the restoration of the ancient catechumenate which arose in the first three 

centuries for bringing pagans in the Roman Empire into the life and Church of Jesus Christ.   

RCIA starts with the Period of Evangelization and Precatechumenate.  This is a time of inquiry for our 

inquirers.  It is an opportunity for the beginnings of faith through evangelization and prayer.  It is in 

this period the inquirers are introduced the Kerygma, the initial and essential proclamation of the 

Gospel message.  It is this period that will lead to the Rite of Acceptance and Rite of Welcoming.  The 

Rite of Acceptance is an opportunity for the inquirers to state their intention to journey to the 

Sacraments and to embrace the Gospel message.  This rite is for those who have not enjoyed the gift 

of a valid Christian Baptism.  The Rite of Welcome is for those previously Baptized to state their 

intentions as well.  These rites offer that moment for the whole Church to unite in prayer for these 

whom God has chosen for the sacraments.  After this rite those not Baptized enter into the order of 

Catechumen and those Baptized enter into the order of Candidate. 

The next stage is the Period of the Catechumenate.  This is a period of pastoral formation and 

guidance in living the Christian life.  It is marked by Catholic catechesis on doctrine and a life rooted 

in Christ.  The next period is the Period of Purification and Enlightenment.  It is entered into in Lent.  

As for fully initiated Catholics, Lent is a time for deep interior reflection and formation of the interior 

self so too is the Period of Purification and Enlightenment.  The period is geared towards the 

formation of mind, heart and soul to the realization of Christ as our Lord and Savior.  It is a time of 

deep reflection on personal growth and a call from sin into life everlasting through the grace of 

Easter and the Easter Sacraments.  The period is marked with the Rite of Sending and the Rite of 

Election and Call to Continuing Conversion.  The Rite of Election for our Catechumenate (those not 

Baptized) is a time they recognize their call from Christ and respond to that call.  This is 

acknowledged and witnessed by our Bishop in the presence of the Church.  It is at this point they are 

known as the Elect (the Chosen) because it was Christ who claims them, it is God who has chosen 

them as John 15:16 reminds us “It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed 

you to go and bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name He may  

                   Continues on next page... 
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give you.”  The Call to Continual Conversion is a call for those already Baptized to state their intention 

to be fully initiated into the Church and share in the Eucharist.  This period then leads to the Easter 

Sacraments on Easter Vigil.  The Easter Vigil is a beautiful reminder of the Christ who overcame the 

power of sin and death and brought victory to us all offers life to those who believe.  These Elect and 

Candidates will enter fully into the life of Christ through the celebration of the Easter Sacraments at 

the Easter Vigil.  If you have not been to an Easter Vigil, I would highly encourage you to come.  It is a 

beautiful celebration of our faith. 

The last period is the Period of Mystagogy.  Whenever we have received a gift that has transformed 

our life, I would hope we would take a moment to reflect on that gift and transformation.  That is the 

purpose of Mystagogy.  It is a time to reflect on the gift of faith given in the waters of Baptism and the 

grace poured out in the Easter Sacraments.  It a time to reflect on this reality and the gift of eternal life 

offered to us.  It is also a time for a commissioning of those who received the sacraments to go and 

spread this good news with all they encounter.   

RCIA is a beautiful journey.  I would hope if you are in need of any of the Sacraments of initiation or 

were more curious about a deeper relationship in Jesus through the Church you would join us. Please 

contact Deacon Tim (510)598-7408. 

In this time of pandemic,  RCIA has been meeting in Zoom. This is a photo of an RCIA 

meetings with Dcn. Tim and the candidates. 
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              Lux Vera 

meditations, musings,  
 & miscellanea for the month 
featuring reflections on: 

“...Erat lux vera quae inluminat omnem  

hominem venientem in mundum.”  

(Ioan. I, ix-x) 

“...He was the true light which  

enlightens all who come into this world.”  

(John 1:9-10) 

St. Francis of Assisi • Feast of the Most Holy Rosary• Catholic Origins of Halloween 

From the Martyrology for 1 November: 
 

Festivitas omnium Sanctorum, quam in 
honorem beatae Dei Genitricis Virginis Mariae 
et sanctorum Martyrum Bonifatius Papa 
Quartus, cum templum Pantheon tertio Idus 
Maji dedicasset, celebrem et generalem 
instituit agi quotannis in urbe Roma. Sed et 
Gregorius item Quartus postmodum decrevit, 
eamdem festivitatem, quae variis modis jam in 
diversis Ecclesiis celebrabatur, in honorem 
omnium Sanctorum solemniter hac die ab 
universa Ecclesia perpetuo observari. 
 

The festival of all Saints, which Pope Boniface 
IV, having dedicated the Pantheon on 13 May 
in honor of the Blessed Mother of God the 
Virgin Mary and of all the Saints, instituted 
annually for the city of Rome. Gregory IV later 
decreed that this festival in honor of all the 
Saints, celebrated in various ways among the 
many Churches, be solemnly observed 
perpetually on this day [1 November]. 

 

The Roman church building in the photograph above 
is called Sancta Maria ad Martyres, or, vulgo dicto, 
Santa Maria Rotonda. To most people, it is one of 
Rome’s most recognizable sights, a popular tourist 
attraction called the Pantheon. Originally built to 
honor all the Roman gods, it was given to Pope St. 
Boniface IV by the emperor Phocas. “Exorcising” the 
memory of the pagan deities, Boniface consecrated 
the  temple into a church dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary in memory of the innumerable Roman martyrs 
who gave their lives under the oppressive ancient cult, 
refusing to render unto Caesar what belonged to God. 
This consecration, which took place on 13 May 609, 
became the basis for a yearly feast in honor not only 
of the martyrs but of all the saints. 
 
Due to various processes of inculturation, feasts for 
the saints occurred at different dates across Western 
Christendom. Formerly Celtic lands (Northern Britain, 
Ireland, Normandy) observed the feast on 20 April, 
while Germanic lands (including Southern England 
and the Frankish kingdom) celebrated it on 1 
November. 

All Saints & All Souls (November 1-2) 
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 Lux Vera  

Provinces under Rome’s direct influence (Italy, North Africa) observed the Roman date. The popular theory that the 
celebration of Halloween (All Hallows Eve, the vigil of All Saints) has a direct pagan root in Samhain, the Celtic festival 
of the dead (which fell on 1 November) is questionable, due to the fact that the 1 November date for All Saints is 
Germanic, not Celtic in origin; furthermore, we know from the writings of Irish bishop and chronicler Oengus of 
Tallaght that the Irish (a Celtic people) observed All Saints on 20 April. 

Under Charlemagne, the Frankish kingdom became the foremost power in Western Europe, and thus exercised 
remarkable cultural influence even in matters ecclesiastic. One such manifestation of influence concerns the imposition 
of a universal feast of All Saints. On this day in 835, at the insistence Pope Gregory III, Louis the Pious (son of 
Charlemagne) decreed that 1 November be established as All Saints Day. On the same day, the Pope dedicated an 
oratory in St. Peter’s in memoriam omnium beatorum apostolorum et sanctorum, martyrum, et confessorum. In an 
instance characteristic of the Carolingian era, Frankish practice demonstrated its powerful effect on the Roman Church. 

Back to Santa Maria ad Martyres– even today, the Pantheon is a fully functioning Catholic church, with daily Masses 
still celebrated at its high altar. This church, like so many others in Rome, stands as an eloquent reminder of the victory 
of Christ and his Church– that a temple once consecrated to the cult of brute gods is now a place for worship of the 
Most High God; that a place meant to honor cynical deities now honors the brave men and women who died for the 
Church. In a tragic turn of supreme irony, the feast most closely associated with this church has, in modern times, 
become associated with indulgence, drunken revelry, demonic hedonism, and all types of sinful behavior– a far cry 
from the modesty, humility, and courage of the martyrs. Let Catholics reclaim for Halloween its original purpose as the 
Vigil of All Saints, that they may observe it with sober vigilance, so as to worthily celebrate the Feast itself with joyful 
propriety and gladness. 
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         Lux Vera 
Like All Saints’ Day, a singular feast for the faithful 
departed did not exist in the earliest centuries. This was 
likely due to the fact that (since praying for the dead is an 
ancient custom inherited from the Jews) Christians prayed 
for the dead all the time, especially at the Eucharist. In the 
Roman Canon, the most ancient of our Eucharistic Prayers 
in the Western Church, we find mention of those “who 
have gone before us with the sign of faith and rest in the 
sleep of peace,” asking for them and “for all those who 
sleep in Christ a place of refreshment, light, and peace.” 
Before the Roman Canon was crystallized into its final 
form, however, various names of the faithful departed 
were inserted into the diptychs, which the priest or bishop 
read as he offered the Eucharist. 

Dates for such commemorations were as diverse as the 
diptychs of the early churches. By the tenth century, 1 
October had been established in German lands, while in 
Spain, the memorial was held on or around Pentecost 
since the seventh century. The Ambrosian Rite, prior to 
the Romanizing trends undertaken by Saint Charles 
Borromeo and the Council of Trent, held the feast on 16 
October. 

The Benedictine Abbey of Cluny, founded in 910, would 
become the most powerful and influential Benedictine 
abbey, surpassing even Subiaco and Monte Cassino, due 

to the continual tumult in Italy. From her cloisters, she 
sent missionaries across Europe to found new abbeys 
dependent upon Cluny as the motherhouse. Her second 
abbot, St. Odo (d. 942), imposed on the Cluniac family of 
abbeys a memorial of the faithful departed on 2 
November, in order to link this commemoration with the 
Feast of All Saints. Because the Cluniac abbeys were so 
diffused throughout the West, they influenced many local 
celebrations of All Souls, and thus the Tridentine Reform 
under Pope St. Pius V adopted the Benedictine 
commemoration on 2 November as a date for the 
universal feast. 

All Souls Day is a feast that directly addresses what 
Catholic tradition calls “the four last things”– judgment, 
heaven, hell, and purgatory. One cannot consider any of 
the four without the others. 

1. Judgment. The Nicene and Apostles’ Creeds both clearly 
state: …venturus est [cum gloria] iudicare vivos et mortuos. 
The Holy Scriptures and Christ himself speak, parabolically 
and directly, that the Son will pass judgment on all souls 
and on every age. The Requiem Mass in the Extraordinary 
Form, which retains the marvelous medieval Dies Irae 
sequence, speaks of that “day of wrath” in which every 
man will stand before Christ, the just judge, at the end of 
time: 
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Judgment implies justice, and justice implies a correct moral order. That correct moral order consists of the precepts 
of divine law, given to us by Christ. Furthermore, because of free will, people can choose to act according to 
goodness or according to evil, a distinction defined by this same correct moral order. Since this judgment will occur 
at the end of time, the verdicts will be eternal. Based on this judgment, souls will ultimately go to either heaven or 
hell. Purgatory, a state of purification in preparation for heaven, will be discussed later. 

2. Heaven. This is the state of perfect eternal happiness, in which the soul exists in perfect conformity with the 
divine love of God. Those who, to the best of their human limits, live in conformity to the law of God on earth, shall 
live eternally with him in heaven. 

3. Hell. Hell is the state of eternal separation from the divine love of God, and according to justice, this state must 
exist. This notion is wondrously expressed in Dante Alighieri’s epic poem La Divina Commedia; guided by the ancient 
Roman poet Virgil through a tour of the netherworld, he sees the following written above the gates of hell: 

Per me si va ne la città dolente,  
per me si va ne l’etterno dolore,  
per me si va tra la perduta gente.  

Giustizia mosse il mio alto fattore:  
fecemi la divina podestate,  
la somma sapienza e ‘l primo amore. 
Dinanzi a me non fuor cose create  
se non etterne, e io etterno duro.  
Lasciate ogne speranza, voi ch’entrate. 

 

Through me, one enters the city of grief, 
Through me, one enters eternal pain, 
Through me, one goes to the lost people. 

Justice moved my high maker: 
the divine power, the highest wisdom, 
and the first love created me. 
There were no created things before me, 
nothing uneternal, and I last forever. 
Abandon all hope, all you who enter. 
 

The non-existence of hell would ultimately obliterate the moral order on earth while nullifying the concept of 
heaven. A non-hell would in fact signify a victory of sin, not of mercy, for it means that gravely impenitent sinners 
would have no final consequence past the threshold of death. Yet God does not ultimately place sinners in hell; 
rather, our faith acknowledges that there will always be some who, in acting within their God-given freedom, 
deliberately choose to cut themselves off from God. The gates of hell are locked from within, not without. In the 
ineffable design of the Trinity (“the divine power, the highest wisdom, and the first love” of Dante’s poem), it is right 
and just that, if there should be an eternal reward for the just, so too should there be an eternal punishment for the 
sinful. 

4. Purgatory. Most people who die in a state of grace still do not have perfect love of God. Though they have 
sincerely confessed their sins and have fallen asleep in Christ, they may not have adequately prepared themselves 
for the fullness of heavenly glory. Purgatory is the state of purification for those just souls awaiting entrance into the 
celestial abode. 
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         Lux Vera 
Praying for the dead implies the existence of an 
intermediary state between earthly life and heavenly life. 
Absent such an intermediary state, prayer for the dead 
would be useless. Yet we know from Scripture and the 
liturgical tradition that praying for the dead is indeed a 
just act. Indeed, in the period when Jewish consciousness 
gradually came to contemplate the resurrection of the 
dead with increasing frequency, we find this text. 

Judas [Maccabee] rallied his army and went to 
the city of Adullam. As the seventh day was 
approaching, they purified themselves according 
to custom and kept the sabbath there. On the 
following day, since the task had now become 
urgent, Judas and his companions went to gather 
up the bodies of the fallen and bury them with 
their kindred in their ancestral tombs. But under 
the tunic of each of the dead they found amulets 
sacred to the idols of Jamnia, which the law 
forbids the Jews to wear. So it was clear to all 
that this was why these men had fallen. They all 
therefore praised the ways of the Lord, the just 
judge who brings to light the things that are 
hidden. Turning to supplication, they prayed that 
the sinful deed might be fully blotted out. The 
noble Judas exhorted the people to keep 
themselves free from sin, for they had seen with 
their own eyes what had happened because of 
the sin of those who had fallen. He then took up 
a collection among all his soldiers, amounting to 
two thousand silver drachmas, which he sent to 
Jerusalem to provide for an expiatory sacrifice. In 
doing this he acted in a very excellent and noble 
way, inasmuch as he had the resurrection in 
mind; for if he were not expecting the fallen to 
rise again, it would have been superfluous and 
foolish to pray for the dead. But if he did this 
with a view to the splendid reward that awaits 
those who had gone to rest in godliness, it was a 
holy and pious thought. Thus he made 
atonement for the dead that they might be 
absolved from their sin. (2 Maccabees 12:43-46) 

 

Thus, even in the Old Testament, we have the implication 
of an intermediary state, where the prayers of the living 
can assist the purification of the dead. In fact, this 
passage from 2 Maccabees sums up the Catholic doctrine 
of purgatory. 

We have no way of knowing with absolute certainty, 
absent a decree of canonization from the Church, that a 
certain person is indeed in heaven. In our uncertainty, 
we must seriously consider the possibility that our 
deceased loved ones may be in heaven, hell, or 
purgatory. 

When the phrase “celebration of his/her life” replaces 
“funeral” or “memorial service”, the full reality and 
gravity of death escapes full appreciation. Even the idea 
of using white liturgical vestments at funeral Masses (to 
symbolize hope in the resurrection) instead of the 
traditional black vestments seem to tend towards 
presumption of the deceased’s salvation. Black 
vestments have been used for funerals since time 
immemorial precisely because death, the mark of sin and 
of our fallen condition, is something to be lamented. 
Death is lamentable because we cannot know with full 
certitude the destination of our loved ones, and this why 
we have funerals and Requiem Masses– to pray for the 
repose of their souls. Those who would presume that 
loved ones are immediately “in a better place” seem 
perpetually trapped in the first stage of the Kübler-Ross 
model: denial. Yet if the deceased did in fact 
automatically enjoy the Beatific Vision, what would be 
the point of gathering to pray for them?  
 

All Souls Day is about the Last Four Things. It should 
remind us to pray for the dead, which is a spiritual work 
of mercy. More importantly, it should remind us of our 
own mortality, keeping us humble, so that one day, our 
descendents might not pray for us on All Souls but pray 
to us on All Saints.  • J.B. 
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St. Cecilia of  Rome (November 22) 

From the Martyrology of Nov. 22: 

Sanctae Caeciliae, Virginis et Martyris, quae ad caelestem Sponsum, proprio sanguine purpurata, transivit 
sextodecimo Kalendas Octobris. 
 

The memorial of Saint Cecilia, virgin and martyr, who, empurpled in her own blood, passed unto her 
heavenly Spouse sixteen days before the kalends of October [16 September]. 

 

If we flip a few pages back and check the entry for 16 September, after mention of Pope Saint Martin I, we find: 
  

Romae item natalis sanctae Caeciliae, Virginis et Martyris, quae sponsum suum Valerianum et fratrem ejus 
Tiburtium ad credendum in Christum perduxit, et ad martyrium incitavit. Hanc Almachius, Urbis Praefectus, 
post eorum martyrium teneri, atque illustri passione, post ignem superatum, fecit gladio consummari, 
tempore Marci Aurelii Severi Alexandri Imperatoris. Ejus vero festum recolitur decimo Kalendas Decembris. 
 

At Rome the death of Saint Cecilia, virgin and martyr, who led her husband Valerianus and his brother 
Tiburtius to belief in Christ, causing her martyrdom. Because of this, Almachius, Prefect of Rome, after 
decreeing their martyrdom and their celebrated suffering, and after she survived the flames, had her killed 
by the sword, in the time of the emperor Marcus Aurelius Severus Alexander. Her true feast is 
commemorated on 22 November. 
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Even the ancient Martyrologium Hieronymianum for 16 September reads: Appia via in eadem urbe Roma natale et 
passio sanctae Caeciliae virginis. So if the date of Cecilia’s death was known even in Christian antiquity, why the 
disparity between her dies natalis and her feast? 
 

It seems that what has become St. Cecilia’s Day is really the date in which the Roman basilica of Santa Cecilia in 
Trastevere was dedicated. According to the oldest extant testimony of her death (from about the fifth century), the 
property housing the current basilica was owned by Cecilia’s family, and it was here that she died. Yet, the 
Martyrologium Romanum says Appia via, indicating that, on account of her glorious martyrdom, Cecilia was buried 
in the Catacombs of Callixtus among the bishops and confessors. It appears that she willed her house to become a 
temple for worship of the most high God, which Pope Urban obliged. This temple, dedicated on 22 November, is the 
Basilica of Santa Cecilia in Trastevere, which even in the fourth century was known as titulus Sanctae Caeciliae. The 
Basilica today is a convent which houses the nuns who weave the pallia presented by the Pope to new metropolitan 
archbishops on the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul. 

The legend, well known, runs as follows: like Agnes and Agatha, Cecilia was another Christian maiden of noble birth 
who had made a vow of virginity before God. She was arranged to be married to a certain Valerian, a pagan, and 
when the time for marital consummation was upon her, she pleaded with Valerian to respect her vow. Cecilia told 
Valerian of her guardian angel who would punish her if but a finger was laid upon her head. Valerian replied that he 
would respect the vow if he could see the angel. Cecilia prayed and told her husband that if he went to the 
catacombs around the third milestone on the Via Appia to find a bishop named Urbanus (Pope Saint Urban I), he 
would see the angel. Through Cecilia’s prayers and Urban’s preaching, Valerian saw more than an angel; he was 
brought to the Christian faith and baptized by Urban. Valerian’s brother Tiburtius was also received into the Church. 

Though the emperor Severus Alexander generally tolerated the Christian minority, it seems that the Prefect of 
Rome, Turcius Almachius, was a more severe man. Upon hearing of Valerian’s conversion, he had Valerian, Cecilia, 
and Tiburtius locked in the bath house of Cecilia’s estate, which he then put to flames. Valerian and Tiburtius died of 
suffocation, but Cecilia survived (ignem superatum). The executioner then went to behead Cecilia, but somehow 
botched the execution. Three times he struck her, and three times his sword failed to slice though her neck. 
Nevertheless, Cecilia bled profusely, and the executioner left her for dead. Brought back into the remains of the 
house, she remained alive for three days, long enough for Pope Urban to visit and hear her wish that a church be 
built on her destroyed property. Drenched in her own blood (proprio sanguine purpurata), she died lying on her side; 
unable to speak in her final moments, she made of her hands a defiant profession of faith. With one hand, she 
extended her index finger; with the other, she extended the index, thumb, and middle. For any Christian of antiquity, 
the message was clear: Cecilia confessed One God in Three Persons. 
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In the ninth century, Pope Paschal I brought Cecilia’s 
relics (along with those of Valerian and Tibertius) from 
the catacombs back to her basilica in Trastevere, where 
with great ceremony they were reinterred under the high 
altar. Various renovations eventually obscured the tombs 
until the 1599 renovation under Paolo Sfondrati, Cardinal
-Priest of Santa Cecilia, in preparation for the Jubilee of 
1600. When the supposed sarcophagus of Cecilia was 
opened, Cardinal Sfondrati and his witnesses beheld a 
moving sight: it was the body of the saint, incorrupt, lain 
gently on its side, as if sleeping peacefully. Her hands, 
made cold by the passing of centuries, still silently 
gestured that ardent, undying faith in the holy and 
undivided Trinity. 
 

The magnitude of this discovery was not lost on 
Sfondrati: he quickly commissioned Stefano Maderno, 
younger brother of the illustrious Carlo, to depict the 
body in marble exactly as she was discovered. The result 
is Maderno’s famous Santa Cecilia depicted above. Its 
stark simplicity stands in contrast to the dramatic 
imbalances of Mannerism which had swept Italy at that 
time, further supporting the idea that the sculpture was 
indeed not an ex nihilo creation of Maderno (a Mannerist 

student who would help usher in the Baroque) but a 
faithful representation of the saint. 
 

Like Agnes and Agatha, Cecilia’s memory has survived her 
death. Alexander Severus and Almachius are mere 
footnotes in the annals of history, while countless 
churches, sculptures, and paintings of this young virgin 
martyr decorate so many places on this earth. Even more 
women are adorned by her most glorious name. She did 
not win this acclaim by submission to a hostile world, and 
even when her voice was silenced, her bloodied hands 
spoke even more eloquently of the love she held most 
dear. This vehement, unyielding adherence to the Creed 
is the strength which sustained Cecilia despite her trials, 
a strength tragically lacking today, when the Creed is 
often recited with lackadaisical indifference. When at 
Mass we recite a profession of faith, let us remember the 
testimony of Cecilia, a young girl who, proprio sanguine 
purpurata, despite the silence of her tongue, loudly 
confessed the Triune God at the moment of death.   • J.B. 
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St. Clement of  Rome (November 23) 

From the Martyrology on this date: 

Natalis sancti Clementis Primi, Papae et Martyris, 
qui, tertius post beatum Petrum Apostolum, 
Pontificatum tenuit, et, in persecutione Trajani, 
apud Chersonesum relegatus, ibi, alligata ad ejus 
collum anchora, praecipitatus in mare, martyrio 
coronatur. Ipsius autem corpus, Hadriano 
Secundo Summo Pontifice, a sanctis Cyrillo et 
Methodio fratribus Romam translatum, in 
Ecclesia quae ejus nomine antea fuerat exstructa, 
honorifice reconditum est. 
  

The death of Saint Clement I, pope and martyr, 
who, third after the blessed Apostle Peter, held 
the Pontificate, and in the persecution of Trajan 
was exiled to Crimea, where, having been tied at 
the neck to an anchor, was thrown into the sea 
and received the crown of martyrdom. His body, 
transferred to Rome by the brothers Saints Cyril 
and Methodius, was placed by Pope Adrian II 
with great honor in the church previously 
dedicated to his name. 

  

Unlike some of the more legendary narratives of early 
saints in the Martyrology (for example: Lucy, Agatha, 
Cecilia), Clement’s story is more historical than 
hagiographical. Clement provides us with perhaps the 
earliest evidence of the Roman Primacy in the post-
Apostolic era. The famous epistle πρὸς Κορινθίους (to the 
Corinthians), written around 96 AD, is a remarkable 
example of the Roman Church admonishing and 
correcting another Church across the seas. The letter is 
remarkable not only for its stylistic coherence and 
theological depth, but especially for the time in which it 
was written. The letter itself refers to the “misfortunes 
which have befallen us,” meaning the increased 
persecutions under the emperor Trajan. In other words, 
the epistle does not constitute some naked, worldly 
power grab by the Roman Church; even as the bodies of 
Christians were crushed under imperial heel, there was 
the implicit recognition, both at Rome and at Corinth, 
that the Apostolic See possessed a sacred trust to preside 
over and guide all other Churches. All major figures in the 

Church at this time had known the Apostles: the works of 
Peter and Paul remained within living memory of the 
surviving Christians. Clement himself was a companion of 
Peter and perhaps also of Paul, since there is mention of 
a “Clement” in the letter to the Philippians (Origen, 
Jerome, and Eusebius of Caesarea hold this latter 
attribution). 

The letter itself is anonymous, with no personal name or 
signature attached to it. The salutation simply reads, 
“Church of God which sojourns at Rome, to the Church of 
God sojourning at Corinth,” and the lack of any personal 
attribution has given rise to various authorship theories. 
Yet, whomever may be the scribe who put pen to paper, 
this much is clear: it was, in those days, unthinkable that 
a local Church should compose such an authoritative, 
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lengthy exhortation without the blessing of the bishop. 
The local Church is constituted precisely though the 
presence of the episcopus, who oversees the flock of the 
Lord and is a guarantor of communio with every other 
Church. Furthermore, the letter’s closing lists the 
messengers (nuncios!) sent from Rome to carry the 
message to Corinth– Claudius Ephebus, Valerius Bito, 
Fortunatus– bidding the Corinthians to send their reply 
quickly through these same messengers, “that they may 
the sooner announce to us the peace and harmony we so 
earnestly desire and long for, and that we may the more 
quickly rejoice over the good order re-established among 
you.” 

The issue brought to Rome’s judgment concerned the 
deposition of older presbyters (priests) by younger 
members of the community. Of course, this touches upon 
the very nature of the Church. Clement exhorts the 
Corinthians to obey the old priests, who were instituted 
by the Apostles themselves. Just as he heard the 
preaching of Peter and now presides over the Church at 
Rome, so too do the priests at Corinth, chosen by Paul, 
preside over that Church. Clement’s letter is, therefore, 
not only an justification for the primacy of the Roman 
Pontiff, but also a proof for apostolic succession! 

Other theorists argue that this letter constitutes an 
example of “fraternal correction” rather than a proof of 
Roman primacy. Yet one cannot read the epistle and deny 
that it uses the language of a superior Church conscious 
of its right to correct. 

If, however, any shall disobey the words spoken 
by Him through us, let them know that they will 
involve themselves in transgression and serious 
danger; but we shall be innocent of this sin, and, 
instant in prayer and supplication, shall desire 
that the Creator of all preserve unbroken the 
computed number of His elect in the whole world 
through His beloved Son Jesus Christ, through 
whom He called us from darkness to light, from 
ignorance to knowledge of the glory of His 
name… 

  

and also, 
  

Joy and gladness will ye afford us, if ye become 
obedient to the words written by us and through 
the Holy Spirit root out the lawless wrath of your 
jealousy according to the intercession which we 

have made for peace and unity in this letter. We 
have sent men faithful and discreet, whose 
conversation from youth to old age has been 
blameless amongst us,—the same shall be 
witnesses between you and us. 

  

Furthermore, Clement’s letter is a response to a plea 
from Corinth itself! That Greek church did not write to 
the apostolic sees in Antioch, Alexandria, or even 
Jerusalem for help. Corinth appealed not just to any 
apostolic see, but to the Apostolic See. Clement, knowing 
himself Peter’s successor, replied with a letter so eloquent 
and profound to rival the best epistles of the New 
Testament. 
Sometime around the year 100, Clement was captured by 
the Romans, and was exiled by the emperor Trajan to 
Crimea, where in captivity he worked as a slave 
quarryman. Through his ministry to the prisoners, he won 
many converts to the faith; his captors, jealous of his 
success and fearing an uprising, tied Clement to an 
anchor and threw him overboard. His body was buried 
close to the shore. In the ninth century, St. Cyril 
discovered a tomb exposed during low tide near the old 
prison. He exhumed the tomb and found the bones of a 
man and an anchor; with the certainty of faith, he knew 
that Clement had at last been found. With his brother 
Methodius, Cyril went to Rome and consigned the 
Pontiff’s remains to Pope Adrian II, who amidst great 
fanfare reinterred Clement beneath the high altar in the 
Roman basilica bearing his name.   • J.B. 
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Connect with the Cathedral!      

The Cathedral of Christ the Light utilizes many platforms to 
reach its parishioners as well as the wider community! Please be 
sure to follow our social media accounts, and check our website, 
CTLCATHEDRAL.ORG, for all the latest updates! 

@ctlcathedral 

@ctlcathedral 

@ctlcathedral.org 
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Young Adult Group / Cathedral Information 

EXPOSITION OF THE 
BLESSED SACRAMENT 

SUSPENDED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE 

RECONCILIATION 
Tuesday & Thursday 
11:20 AM - 11:50 AM 
 
Sundays 
10:20 AM - 10:50 AM 
 

OTHER MASSES 
(Outdoors) 

 
Monday-Friday: 12:10pm 
Saturday: [Not public] 
 

SUNDAYS (Outdoors)  

 

Saturday Vigil: [Not public] 
Vietnamese Mass: 8am 
English Mass: 11am 
Spanish Mass: [Not public] 

CATHEDRAL PARISH 
OFFICE HOURS 

CLOSED TO PUBLIC UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE 
 
(510) 496-7201 

ctlcathedral.org 

LITURGY &  
SACRAMENTS AT 

THE CATHEDRAL OF CHRIST 
THE LIGHT 

 
CHRIST THE LIGHT 

CATHEDRAL PARISH  
2121 HARRISON STREET 

OAKLAND, CA 94612 

 With support of Bishop Barber and Fr. Brandon, 
the Cathedral of Christ the Light has established a 
Young Adults Group! We were happy to have our 
first meeting with Fr. Brandon and the Bishop in the 
Cathedral Rectory, and we thank Bishop Barber for 
hosting us for our first, in-person yet socially-
distanced event. 
 Unfortunately, due to limitations on indoor 
gatherings, we have been continuing our meetings 
over Zoom; nevertheless, Fr. Brandon has been 
doing an outstanding job forming us in a culture of 
prayer that will the basis for all future activities and 
events. 
 When more restrictions are lifted, we hope that 
this Young Adult Group will help in spearheading our 
parish volunteer efforts, outreach programs, 
Cathedral events, and many other activities which 
will build up the life of our parish community.  
 Above all, we pray that our Young Adults will be 
a sign of the Church’s vitality as they help gather 
people around our Lord Jesus Christ, the reason for 
our hope. 
 Please pray for the Cathedral and our Young 
Adults as we embark on our mission to build a 
community of faith, prayer, and service! 
 Meetings (via Zoom) are on Monday evenings at 
7 PM. For more information, please contact Fr. 
Brandon, or Qui Ton at quiton1996@gmail.com. 

CTL Cathedral  
Young Adult Group 
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Blue Pegasus Computer Consultations
Make Your Computer Fly!

In-home Repairs - Installation - Training 
PC - Mac - Linux

Parishioner, St. Joseph Basilica, Alameda

JJMcGaffey@BluePegasusCC.com

Jennifer McGaffey

510-468-3798

•  Home Care 
•  Meal Preparation 
•  Errands & Shopping
•  Companionship 
•  Take to Appoint. 
•  Respite for Families  
 VisitingAngels.com/Alameda 

(510) 269-2999
Andrew Slakey

Owner & Parishioner

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

• Tortillas
• Tostadas
• Corn Chips
• Nixtamal

• Masa for Tamales

3809 Foothill Blvd
510-536-1200

lafincatortilleria.com

Family owned and operated since 1916
(510) 644-0260 • ljkruse.com

Family caregivers needed for online research study.  
Complete daily diaries. You will be paid for your time. 

Daily Reflections of Dementia Caregivers Study 
www.caregivingresearch.org/daily-reflections 

210-560-3075  @CaregiverLab 

Cathedral of 
Christ the Light

Mausoleum
Start planning today:

Funeral | Cremation | Family Estates

(855) 894-6540 | cfcsoakland.org
Call to inquire about available discounts.

Serving all faiths throughout the Bay Area!

Cathedral of 
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Mausoleum
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Mausoleum
Start planning today:
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Serving all faiths throughout the Bay Area!

Local Attorneys
Who Work For You!

<	Workers’ Comp
<	Personal Injury
<	Business Law

FETTNER & LEMMON, INC.
Free Consultation / Se Habla Español

510-451-7128

Contact Kathryn Dickens to place an ad today! 
kdickens@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5809


