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“Master, I want to see.” Jesus told him, “Go your way; 
your faith has saved you.” Immediately he received his 

sight and followed him on the way.- Mk 10:51:52 

W E L C O M E  T O  O U R  PA R I S H  

MASS SCHEDULE 
Sunday                             10:00 am 
Sunday (Spanish)            12:00 pm 
First Sunday (Bilingual ) 10:00 am 
Tues. & Fri. 5:30 pm 
Wed. & Thurs. 8:00 am 
Saturday (Sunday Vigil) 5:00 pm 
Sunday Vigil @ Coalgate 5:00 pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Very Rev. Jovita C Okonkwo,   
Pastor & Dean, South Vicariate 

Rev. Khiet Nguyen, 
In Residence @ Coalgate 

Debbie Osborne,  
Secretary  & Office Manager                                     

John Wolf,  
Director of Communications 

Pam Pulchny,  
Director or Religious Education 

Bill Avanzini,  
Administrator, Coalgate Mission 

 
300 E Washington, McAlester OK 74501  

Office # 918-423-0810 
Fax # 918-423-0825 

Rectory # 918-429-0096 
stjohmcalester@yahoo.com 
www.stjohn-mcalester.org 

New Parishioners: Welcome! We are glad to have you. Please register in the vesti-
bule, parish website, or at the parish office.  

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Offered on Saturdays 4:00 p.m. to 4:55 p.m.; Sundays 
9:30 a.m. to 9:55 a.m. or by appointment.  

Sacrament of Anointing: Offered during Mass for the Sick on 1st Tuesdays of the 
month. Call the office/rectory for sick visits. 

BLESSED SACRAMENT    
ORATORY † COALGATE 



   CHURCH CONTRIBUTION  
  Do you realize that more and more people are 
plastering their vehicles with words announcing their social 
or political beliefs or things they feel compelled to let all 
of us know about? From “Lisa for President” to “I Love Brent, 
My Pet” and similar aphorisms. Recently, I saw a bumper 
sticker that says, “I’m Queer, Deal With It.” But the one that 
got me was a bumper sticker that says, “Jesus is the Answer;” which made me 
wonder or even ask, “What is the Question?” Many who use this aphorism 
make no effort to build character, but coopt the name of Jesus as answer to 
every question. According to Heraclitus, “you cannot get by prayer what you 
should get by character.” Jesus knows those who truly seek Him in prayer and 
walk the path of salvation with Him. Today, we meet a man who has the best 
words in his own bumper on an exit road from Jericho.  His name is Bartimaeus. 
  With eight well-chosen words, the blind man of today’s Gospel, 
Bartimaeus, reached the ears and heart of the Lord. Those eight powerful words 
“JESUS, SON OF DAVID, HAVE PITY ON ME” have entered into the lips of the 
praying Church and have been prayed perennially as invocation, Act of Contrition, 
and intercessory prayer. Those were forceful words from a blind beggar which 
made the Lord stop and inquire who uttered such faith-filled prayer. Trapped 
in the sad and dark world of blindness, and precluded from seeing the 
splendid colors of flowers, the delightful blossoms of the olives, and the rustling 
of the pines and palm trees surrounding the high hills of Jericho, Bartimaeus 
wished for the day when he could feast his eyes on the beauty of creation, 
which he must have heard so much about from those privileged with sight. 
  His answer to the inquiry by the Lord, “What do you want me to do for 
you?” evokes strong emotion: “Lord, that I may see!” One can only imagine what 
joy came upon Bartimaeus as the beauty of God’s creation that he had only 
smelled and touched unfolded before his eyes, including the most breath-taking 
sight that anyone can ever behold: the face of the Living Incarnate God. According 
to our Lord, his faith did it for him. What can your faith do for you? 
  Obviously, you’ll be profoundly amazed and overjoyed when He casts 
off your earthly yoke and shows you His glorious face.  But maybe, you’re still 
trapped in deep spiritual blindness that prevents you from seeing your faults, 
yet keen to observe the faults of other people. Maybe, you’ve lost your way 
and wander in the darkness of erroneous beliefs and sinful practices. Maybe, 
you are like an owl, awake at night or in some dark place all to yourself, 
polluting your mind with the vermin of immoral pictures and surrendering your 
body to lustful desires and actions. Maybe you’ve acquiesced to hopelessness 
because society tells you it is okay to sin and gloat. You could also have read 
Pope Francis wrongly, believing he promises you divine mercy without personal  
change and repentance. From our gloomy shadow of despair, we are invited to 
“cry out, and shout,” (to the Son of David) as Joshua of old instructed God’s 
people (Joshua 6:10) in order that he may purge us of sin, and the walls of iniquity 
may crumble before us. That is how Jesus can be the answer for us.  
  Do you remember that march by Joshua and the Israelite army seven 
times over Jericho, which caused the walls to collapse? Jesus, the new Joshua 
(God saves) is taking along a new army of believers as He journeys to 
Jerusalem to free them from slavery to sin. The walls of the new Jericho that 
Jesus came to dismantle are certainly the arrogance and blindness of modern 
society that inhibit the inhabitants of this new Jericho from seeing clearly the 
spiritual values that underlie their existence. Bartimaeus (representing the new 
Jericho) knows that Jericho holds no hopes for him, so he finds companionship 
with the new Joshua, the conqueror of the blindness of Jericho. With Bartimaeus 
we should cry out from our dark despair to Jesus, the true Light of the world. 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Ada Nell Ward, Alan Holloway, Amy Nohelty, 
Bette Santine, Bob Anderson, David Griffin, 
Don Laws, Donna Espinosa, Donnie 
Sherman, Elizabeth Thompson, Elizabeth 
Tweedel, Frank Gonzales, Gary Jackson, 
Juanita Bowers, Grace Black, Guy Hudson, 
Hal Dalton, Herman Seiter, Ian Leybas, Irma 
Gonzalez, James Gray, Jamie Keef, Jason 
Wright, Jesse & Johnny Stiles, Jim Kelley, 
Jim Lauerman, Jonathan Reed, Juanita 
Zummer, Kimberly Thomas, Mark Grosfield, 
Mary Zoller, Mr. Homer Sr., Paul Mills, Paul 
Zoller, Ruth Lauerman, Sawyer Davis, Sue 
McMullin, Sue Tillman, Tad Bowden, Tammy 
Gardner, Teddy & Janet Bernasky, Tim Mills, 
Tony Helmert, Zearley Families, Andrew 
Zdeb, SSG Ben Ales, Edward Zdeb, PVT Erick 
Palacios, SGT Greg Thompson, AMN James 
Lisle, PFC John W. Pelzel, PVT J P Dunlay, 
AMN Michael Kaskie, SGT Pierre Terlaje, SSG 
Timothy Moore; those who suffer from 
Coronavirus. 
 (To add or remove a name on this list, 
please email stjohnmcalester@yahoo.com 
or call 918-423-0810). 

     R E F L E C T I O N  Fr. Chukwudi Jo Okonkwo 

 OCT. 10, 
2021 

Total 
M-T-D 

OCT. 17, 
2021 

Main $2,136 $10,551 $3,438 

Assistance $0 $1,360 $125 

Bldg/Main $125 $275 $140 

Youth $25 $135 $100 

HAPPY B IRTHDAY ! 
Oct. 24—Caroline Echelle; Oct. 25—Patsy 
Whitmore 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY !  
Oct. 27—Benny & Faye Ervin; Oct. 28—
John & Wendy Wolf; Oct. 29—Robert & Toi 
Fairhurst; Oct. 30—Johnny & Monica 
Shannon 

*N/B Our budgeted operating cost 
for October 2021 is $18,000. Your 
generosity has brought in $10,551. 
We’ll need an extra $7,449 to fully 
fund the parish this month. Thank 
you to all those giving larger do-
nations.  May God reward you ten-
fold! 



F R I DAY  H OLY  H OU R  A DO RAT ION         
J o in  us  f or  M as s  an d  Euc h ar is t i c  
ad or a t io n  a t  5 : 3 0  p . m.  R e s pon d  t o  th e  
lov e  o f  Chr is t  by  s pe nd i ng  a n  h ou r  
ev e ry  w e ek  i n  H is  L iv in g  P res enc e .  

M A SS  IN T EN T IO N S :  
Sunday, Oct. 24,   Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time; 
                                  10:00 am † Priscilla Okonkwo  //  Don & Carol Laws 
Monday, Oct. 25,  Weekday 
  Private Mass 
Tuesday, Oct. 26,   Weekday 
  5:30 pm † Donnie Laws Jr.  //  Don & Carol Laws 
Wednesday, Oct. 27,   Weekday 
  8:00 am † Rev. Deacon George T. Phillips KHS 
Thursday, Oct. 28,    Weekday; Sts. Simon and Jude, Apostles 
  8:00 am † Sir Franklin D. Nault, KCHS 
Friday, Oct. 29, Weekday; Mass and Eucharistic Adoration  
  5:30 pm † Connie Doyle  //  Gina Powers  
Saturday, Oct. 30,   Vigil of the Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time;                                 
 5:00 pm † Jake & Tim Summers  //  Pat Summers  

LITURGICAL MINISTERS: 
SAT. OCTOBER 30, 2021 5 PM MASS  
Lector: Tony & Margaret Fields; EMHC (Body) — Tom Steidley 
Servers: TBA   Music:   TBA 
Ushers: David Stizza, Tony Fields, Tom Steidley 
 

SUN. OCTOBER 31, 2021 10 AM MASS  
Lector: Philip Stizza; EMHC (Body) — Laura Stizza 
Servers: TBA                 Music:   TBA 
Ushers: Donnie Pulchny, Frankie Gonzalez, John Gleese 

ST. JUDE’S CENTER  
The requested items for the St. Jude’s 
Helping Center this week are jelly and egg 
cartons. The center is accepting winter 
items: coats, blankets, socks and gloves. 
You may drop them off at the center or 
bring them to Church. Also contact Amelia 
London at 918-424-8833 to volunteer. 

 N OT IC ES :  
   SPECIAL THANKS AND APPEAL FOR SUPPORT 
 We wish to thank parishioners who have been stepping up to take care of our 

various needs, as our country and, in fact, the entire world face multiple crises. 
With no fear of God or trust in providence, and lacking in the basic ethics of 
governance, current leadership is pushing a reset that threatens to alter the 
course of civilization and drive this nation and the world into socio-moral and 
possible economic ruin. Recently we saw a 32 percent increase in our property 
insurance. You would have noticed that the monthly cost to run the parish rose 
also. Faced with crushing inflation, several people are no longer able to make 
ends meet, and thus cannot afford to give as they did in the past. We continue 
to appeal to those individuals with more means to come to the help of the 
parish. We trust that the hand of God will pull us out of these crises.   

 FAITH ENRICHMENT WEDNESDAY  
 Our Journey Home/Faith Enrichment Meeting will continue this Wednesday  

with the discussion topic: The Biblical Roots of Mass. Refreshments from 6:30 
pm, and discussions from 7 pm to 8 pm. Parents of RE children have a good 
opportunity to learn and enrich their own faith the same time their children are 
in class. As the primary educators of their children, parents are answerable to 
God for the effort they made to pass on the faith to their children.              
BIBLE STUDY HOUR  

 You are invited to join us for an hour of Bible Study on Thursdays at 11 am. 

TIPS FOR 
SURVIVING THE 

PANDEMIC 
Make sure you test positive for 
Faith; Keep your distance from 
Doubt; Isolate yourself from 
Fear; And Trust God through 
it all (Anonymous) 


