
THE  EP IPHANY OF  THE  LORD ,  

YR  C  JANUARY 2 ND,  20 2 2  

“Since from you shall come a ruler, who is to        
shepherd my people Israel.” - Mt 2:6b 

W E L C O M E  T O  O U R  PA R I S H  

MASS SCHEDULE 
Sunday                             10:00 am 
Sunday (Spanish)            12:00 pm 
First Sunday (Bilingual ) 10:00 am 
Tues. & Fri. 5:30 pm 
Wed. & Thurs. 8:00 am 
Saturday (Sunday Vigil) 5:00 pm 
Sunday Vigil @ Coalgate 5:00 pm 

 
PARISH STAFF 

Very Rev. Jovita C Okonkwo,   
Pastor & Dean, Southern Vicariate 

Rev. Khiet Nguyen, 
In Residence @ Coalgate 

Debbie Osborne,  
Secretary  & Office Manager                                     

John Wolf,  
Director of Communications 

Pam Pulchny,  
Director or Religious Education 

Bill Avanzini,  
Administrator, Coalgate Mission 

 
300 E Washington, McAlester OK 74501  

Office # 918-423-0810 
Fax # 918-423-0825 

Rectory # 918-429-0096 
stjohmcalester@yahoo.com 
www.stjohn-mcalester.org 

New Parishioners: Welcome! We are glad to have you. Please register in the vesti-
bule, parish website, or at the parish office.  

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Offered on Saturdays 4:00 p.m. to 4:55 p.m.; Sundays 
9:30 a.m. to 9:55 a.m. or by appointment.  

Sacrament of Anointing: Offered during Mass for the Sick on 1st Tuesdays of the 
month. Call the office/rectory for sick visits. 

BLESSED SACRAMENT    
ORATORY † COALGATE 



   CHURCH CONTRIBUTION  
  Often what happened in your childhood ends up 
leaving a lasting impression on you. That’s how I remember 
certain practical details of my childhood, especially 
discipline around the home. The first thing you learn as a 
child growing up in the household of Martin and Priscilla is 
the names of our ancestors, a kind of genealogy—tracing 
from our oldest sibling, Uba, to the first man, Dara (or Adam), made from the 
soil. It’s impossible to forget these names. Again, my siblings and I hardly 
understood the meaning of some of the words written on the walls of my dad’s 
living-room, but we memorized them anyway because we saw them everyday. 
As you enter our parlor or living room, your eyes cannot miss the 24 by 36 
framed artwork hanging on the wall in which were inscribed these words: 
“Christ is the Head of this House, the Unseen Guest at Every Meal, the Silent 
Listener to Every Conversation.” My dad drilled it inside us as kids that Jesus 
hears every word we utter, so we should make them kind. On the north side of 
the living-room hangs another saying: “The Family that Prays Together Stays 
Together.” I have said many times that there is compulsory morning prayer for 
all at 5:00 am every day in our living room. But the third sign on the east side 
of the living-room was the one that none of us kids understood until a particular 
event. It reads: “Wise Men Still Seek Jesus.” My oldest brother had gone to 
college, and returning for Christmas, he skipped the compulsory morning 
prayer. My father gave orders to wake him. When he staggered into the living 
room, he was directed to read the sign on the east side of the room, to which 
he muttered, “Wise Men Still Seek Jesus.” He was made to repeat that three 
times before my dad said: “If you think you’ve gone to college and become 
wiser than everyone, not in this house, because wise people still seek Jesus.” Try 
that with your child today and you may never see him or her again. 
  Many years later, today’s feast would remind me of those same words 
on the east wall of our living-room, which says: “Wise Men Still Seek Jesus.” I 
have written them on the walls of my heart and invite you to do the same. The 
feast we celebrate today is called Epiphany, which derives from the Greek 
word for “manifestation or appearing.” Today we celebrate Christ’s manifestation 
to the world (gentiles) through the visit of the astrologers from the east, whom we 
call the Magi or the Wise Men. We call them the Three Wise Men not because 
we know their number but because of the three significant gifts they brought. 
Today is Christmas for the Eastern Churches; and it makes sense, because 
Epiphany is the great appearance or manifestation of Christ to humanity. 
  The Magi observed His Star at its rising and came to pay Him homage 
with gifts worthy of a king—Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh—representing His 
triple role as King, Priest, and Redeemer. Men and women of every age, race 
and tongue by the millions have continued to do the same, offering their 
homage to Jesus who has become the universal king of many with His name 
and deeds spreading to every corner of the earth. That is what we do when 
we come to Mass. Faith leads us like the Magi in search of the mystery; the Word 
of God gives us clues about where to find this mystery; we bring our gifts but do 
not see a king. We see common bread and wine as the Wise Men saw an infant 
laid in a trough. Faith still makes us believe what is incomprehensible to the senses. 
We’re filled with His presence as we leave to tell the world about it.  
  Christians have the challenge to proclaim to the world that in Christ is 
true wisdom. They, like Herod, are truly misled who feel that Christ stands in 
their way. And any learning that makes one think she/he is above Christ, the 
Wisdom of God, is utter foolishness. Searching for and knowing Christ is the sure 
way to temper the the pride of life, of power and possession, the ambition of 
personal respect, and the current dominant logic of self-centeredness.  

PRAY FOR THE SICK 
Ada Nell Ward, Alan Holloway, Amy Nohelty, 
Bette Santine, Bob Armstrong, Candace 
Sanner, David Griffin, Don Laws, Donna 
Espinosa, Donnie Sherman, Elizabeth 
Thompson, Elizabeth Tweedel, Frank 
Gonzales, Gary Jackson, Guy Hudson, Hal 
Dalton, Herman Seiter, Ian Leybas, Irma 
Gonzalez, James Gray, Jamie Keef, Jason 
Wright, Jesse & Johnny Stiles, Jim Kelley, 
Jim Lauerman, Jonathan Reed, Juanita 
Zummer, Kimberly Thomas, Mark Grosfield, 
Mary Zoller, Mr. Homer Sr., Paul Mills, Paul 
Zoller, Ruth Lauerman, Sawyer Davis, Sue 
McMullin, Sue Tillman, Tad Bowden, Tammy 
Gardner, Teddy & Janet Bernasky, Tim Mills, 
Tony Helmert, Zearley Families, Andrew 
Zdeb, SSG Ben Ales, Edward Zdeb, PVT Erick 
Palacios, SGT Greg Thompson, AMN James 
Lisle, PFC John W. Pelzel, PVT J P Dunlay, 
AMN Michael Kaskie, SGT Pierre Terlaje, SSG 
Timothy Moore; those who suffer from 
Coronavirus. 
 (To add or remove a name on this list, please email 
stjohnmcalester@yahoo.com or call 918-423-0810). 

     R E F L E C T I O N   Fr. Chukwudi Jo Okonkwo 

 Dec. 19, 
2021 

Total 
M-T-D 

Dec. 26, 
2021 

Main $4,478 $19,250 $6,837 

Assistance $0 $545 $0 

Bldg/Main $25 $205 $30 

Youth $135 $235 $0 

HAPPY B IRTHDAY ! 
Dec. 26—Jayden Self, Pauline Glover; 
Jan. 7—Elizabeth Tweedel, Larry Edwards 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY !  
Kindly let us know when your wedding 
anniversary falls and we’ll celebrate with 
you and your family. 

*N/B Our budgeted operating cost 
for December 2021 is $18,000. Your 
generosity has brought in $19,250. 
This month we net $1,250 above 
our monthly operating cost. Thank 
you to all those giving larger dona-
tions.  May God reward you tenfold! 



FR I DAY  H OLY  H OUR  A D ORAT I ON         
J o in  us  f or  M as s  an d  E uc ha r is t i c  
ad or a t io n  a t  5 : 3 0  p .m .  Re s pon d  t o  t h e  
lov e  o f  Ch r is t  by  s pe nd ing  an  ho ur  
ev e ry  w e ek  i n  H is  L iv in g  P res enc e .  

M A SS  IN T EN T IO N S :  
Sunday, Jan. 2,   The Epiphany of the Lord 
                                  10:00 am † James Stizza // Guy & Marlene Hudson  
Monday, Jan. 3,  Christmas Weekday; The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
  Private Mass 
Tuesday, Jan. 4,   Christmas Weekday; Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 
  5:30 pm † Evelynn Leinhard // Al Ross  
Wednesday, Jan. 5,  Christmas Weekday; Saint John Neumann, Bishop 
  8:00 am † Grace Black // John Gleese  
Thursday, Jan. 6,    Christmas Weekday; Saint André Bessette, Religious 
  8:00 am † Sir Bruce Manard Pipkin, KHS  
Friday, Jan. 7, Christmas Weekday; Saint Raymond of Penyafort, Priest 
  5:30 pm † Lillian Higgins // Philip & Laura Stizza  
Saturday, Jan. 8,   Vigil of the Baptism of the Lord 
  5:00 pm † Jack & Rose Ann Ducan // Cathy Godwin 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS: 
SAT. JANUARY 8, 2022 5 PM MASS  
Lector: Kelly Drusen, Nancy Massaro; EMHC (Body) — Kim Mansour 
Servers: TBA   Music:   TBA 
Ushers: David Stizza, Tony Fields, Tom Steidley 
 

SUN. JANUARY 9, 2022 10 AM MASS  
Lector: Philip Stizza; EMHC (Body) — Laura Stizza 
Servers: TBA   Music:   TBA 
Ushers: Donnie Pulchny, Frank Gonzalez, John Gleese 

ST. JUDE’S CENTER  
The requested items for the St. Jude’s Helping 
Center this week are pumpkin and dressing. 
The center is accepting winter items: coats, 
blankets, socks and gloves. You may drop 
them off at the center or bring them to 
Church. Also contact Amelia London at 918-
424-8833 to volunteer. 

 N OT IC ES :  
 EPIPHANY BLESSINGS: CHALKING OF DOORS 
 An ancient tradition of the Church in which Christians bless their homes on 

the day of Epiphany is being brought back this year through the support of the 
Alcuin Institute of the diocese. Epiphany water, salt and chalk will be blessed 
after Mass. Pick up these sacramentals for your house blessing. Using the chalk 
write at the entrance to your home: 20 + C + M + B + 22, after which the head 
of the family should say the prescribed prayer. CMB represents the names of 
the Three Wise Men—Casper, Melchior, and Balthasar. It also means in Latin 
“Christus Mansionem Benedicat” or “May Christ bless this house.” 20 and 22 
appearing at the beginning and end represents the Year of the Lord, 2022. 

 NEW YEAR OF GRACE AND DISCIPLESHIP 
 Together with the entire Church, we journey along the way to God’s kingdom 

during this new Liturgical Year C with the Evangelist Luke as our guide — 
meaning that most of our gospel readings will come from Luke. As Luke did in 
his Gospel to the Outsider, we will vigorously pursue the re-evangelization of 
lapsed Catholics and non-believers  and seek to invite them home. Everyone is 
charged with bringing one member (or seeker) back to Mass and fellowship.                                    
NEW YEAR APPEAL FOR SUPPORT! 

 As we enter the New Year, we would like to use this medium to thank all of 
you your support of the parish last year and request that you continue to keep 
the growth of our parish in mind this new year. 

JOB OPENING 
The St. Jude’s 
Center of Catho-

lic Charities in McAlester is 
looking for a new coordinator. 
If you or anyone you know is 
interested in the position kind-
ly apply at Catholic Charities.  
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• Cleaning & Preventions • Cosmetic
• Dentistry  Restorations

301 N. 2nd, McAlester, OK 74501

(918) 423-2208
williamwynnIII@yahoo.com

WWW.DRBILLWYNN.COM

307 S. Main 918-426-5990
McAlester, OK Dine in or Carry Out

www.chaneyharkinsfuneralhome.com

918-423-5353
528 S. 3rd St.

McAlester, OK 74501

READY MIXED CONCRETE • 918-423-8855
Crane & Dump Truck Services

Member O.R.M.C.A.
Home Owned & Operated

THE SCHWARZ FAMILIES

Serving: Muskogee, McAlester, 
Spiro, Stigler, Poteau,  

Tahlequah, Tulsa, Wilburton, 
Sapulpa and Ft. Smith

(918) 423-1647
320 E Choctaw Ave.
McAlester, OK 74501

Philip Stizza

Joshua Hass
Insurance

319 S. 6th St
McAlester, OK

918.426.1104

707 S. George Nigh Expy.

McAlester, OK

918-423-6774

TLC Tax &
Bookkeeping LLC

515 South 3rd Street
McAlester, OK

(918) 916-3004

Legends & Co.
of McAlester

For Your Entire Families
Hair Care Needs

Men’s & Women’s Hair

Cuts • Colors • Perms
Highlights • Clipper Cuts
918.423.6400

1112 E Cherokee Ave. • McAlester, OK

K&E
Detail
Full Detail
Interior/Exterior
Wash & Wax
Included
Cars start@$75
Trucks@$100

Office: 918-558-2449
325 E Electric, Krebs, OK
Pickup and Delivery Available

B&
Baker & Sons

Restoration Services LLC

Brandon Baker
918-470-3566
Pressure Cleaning

Residential-Commercial
Fencing-Concrete-Gutters
Aircrafts-Vehicles-Boats

Free Estimates

  
REPAIR, PUMPING & REPAIR, PUMPING & 

INSTALLATIONINSTALLATION
918-429-6866
CALL TODAY!

Ross Eaton
 

352 E. Washington 
McAlester

918-423-0896 
rosseaton.com

211 N. 5th St. • McAlester

(918) 426-0106 
text:  (580) 229-8854

Contact Jon Becker to 
place an ad today! 

jbecker@4LPi.com or 
(800) 950-9952 x2536


