
 

 

(continued on page 3) 

The Lord upholds my life. 
Psalm 54 

“In a particular way, the Christian laity, formed 
at the school of the Eucharist, are called to 
assume their specific political and social 
responsibilities. To do so, they need to be 
adequately prepared through practical education 
in charity and justice.” -Sacramentum Caritatis. 
Pope Benedict XVI 
 
The tie between the Eucharist and the Church’s 
Social Mission, so beautifully articulated by 

Pope Benedict XVI, is foundational to the 
newly established Life, Peace and Justice (LPJ) 
ministries at the Immaculata (formerly known 
as Social Ministry). A major aspect of the LPJ 
mission is to make explicit the connection 
between our worship of God and our mission 
to love our neighbor. At one of the first 
meetings, the LPJ members reflected on the 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishop’s 
document Communities of Salt & Light:  

 by Laura Martin-Spencer, Pastoral Assoc.
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Most Reverend Robert W. McElroy 
Bishop of San Diego 

Most Reverend John Dolan 
Auxiliary Bishop of San Diego 

Most Reverend Ramon Bejarano 
Auxiliary Bishop of San Diego 

Baptism for Infants: Angela Burchak  
(619) 574-5708, immbaptisms@gmail.com 

Reverend 
Matthew D. Spahr 
Pastor 
(619) 574-5700 
 
 
Laura Martin-Spencer 
Pastoral Associate 
(619) 574-5703 
lmartinspencer@sandiego.edu 
 
Janice Corbett 
Office Manager 
(619) 574-5706 
janice@sandiego.edu 
 
Arianna Calio 
Youth Coordinator & 
Wedding Coordinator 
(619) 574-5704 
ariannaallen@sandiego.edu  
 
Matt Dolan 
Choir Coordinator  
(619) 758-3550 
mdolan@sandiego.edu 
 
Rory Elisabeth Martinez 
Family Faith Formation  
Coordinator 
(619) 574-5702 
roryelisabethm@sandiego.edu 
 
Don McAndrew 
Sacristan 
(619) 574-5700 
djmcandrew@sandiego.edu 

Flavia Soria 
Parish Secretary 
(619) 574-5700 
fsoria@sandiego.edu 
  
Dr. Steven Van Wye 
Music Director 
svanwye@sandiego.edu 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, in our 
continuing catechesis on the Letter to the 
Galatians, we now consider Paul’s 
teaching on the radical newness of our 
life in Jesus Christ. By his incarnation, 
death and resurrection, the Son of God 
has reconciled us with the Father, given 
us birth to new life and bestowed on us a 
share in his divine sonship. Through 
faith and baptism, we have been 
interiorly transformed; now, having “put 
on Christ”, we have become a new 
creation. This new identity transcends all 
other ethnic, social and religious 
differences: in Christ, “there is no longer 
Jew or Greek, slave or free, male or 
female” (Gal 3:28). We Christians can 
often take for granted this newness of 

life bestowed at our baptism. Conscious 
of our dignity as sons and daughters of 
the Father, may we resolve to reconcile 
every division, to embrace fully our 
oneness in Christ and our vocation to be 
convincing witnesses of the unity to 
which, in God’s saving plan, the entire 
human family is called (cf. Gaudium 
et Spes, 1).  

To read more visit https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences/2021 

 

Born into a military family in Bordeaux, Louis 
trained to become a watchmaker. His desire to 
join a religious community went unfulfilled 
because he didn’t know Latin. Moving to 
Normandy, he met the highly-skilled lace 
maker, Zélie Guérin, who also had been 
disappointed in her attempts to enter religious 

life. They married in 1858, and over the years were blessed with nine children, though 
two sons and two daughters died in infancy. Louis managed the lace-making business 
that Zélie continued at home while raising their children. She died from breast cancer in 
1877. Louis then moved the family to Lisieux to be near his brother and sister-in-law, 
who helped with the education of his five surviving girls. His health began to fail after 
his 15-year-old daughter entered the Monastery of Mount Carmel at Lisieux in 1888. 
Louis died in 1894, a few months after being committed to a sanitarium. The home that 
Louis and Zélie created nurtured the sanctity of all their children, but especially their 
youngest, who is known to us as Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus. Louis and Zélie were 
beatified in 2008, and canonized by Pope Francis on October 18, 2015. The liturgical 
feast of Saints Louis Martin and Zélie Guérin is celebrated on July 12. 

To read more www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day 
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(“Unbreakable Link between the Eucharist...” continuation from page 1)

Reflections on the Social Mission of the 
Parish.  In it the Bishops wrote, 
 
“The most important setting for the Church's 
social teaching is not in a food pantry or in a 
legislative committee room, but in prayer 
and worship, especially gathered around the 
altar for the Eucharist. It is in the liturgy that 
we find the fundamental direction, 
motivation, and strength for social ministry. 
Social ministry not genuinely rooted in 
prayer can easily burn itself out. On the 
other hand, worship that does not reflect the 
Lord's call to conversion, service, and 
justice can become pious ritual and empty of 
the gospel.” 
 
Energized by the Bishops’ words, the 
members of LPJ brainstormed ways to 
educate and empower parishioners about the 
Church’s Social Teachings described in 
Communities of Salt & Light. After several 
strategizing meetings, members of LPJ 
presented their initial learnings and plans to 
the Pastoral Council. They shared the 
USCCB’s Two Feet of Love resource 
(above) with the council that highlights the 
relationship between charitable works and 
social justice. Also shared was a story that 
accentuates the necessity of doing the hard 
work of social justice. 
 
Once upon a time there was a town which 
was built beyond the bend in a river. One 
day some of its children were playing by the 
river when they spotted 3 bodies floating in 
the water. They ran to get help and the 
townsfolk quickly pulled the bodies from 
the river. One body was dead so they buried 
it. One was alive, but quite ill, so they put it 
into the hospital. The third was a healthy 
child, so they placed it in a family who 
cared for it and took it to school. From that 
day on, each day a number of bodies came 
floating around the bend in the river and, 
each day, the good charitable townspeople 
pulled them out and tended to them – 
burying the dead, caring for the sick, finding 
homes for the children, and so on. This went 
on for years, and the townspeople came to 

expect that each day would bring its quota 
of bodies … but, during those years, nobody 
thought to walk up the river, beyond the 
bend, and check out why, daily, those bodies 
came floating down the river.  
 
Fr. Ronald Rolheiser’s commentary on this 
well-known story reveals the key difference 
between private charity and social justice.  
He writes, “in one way, [it is] the difference 
between handling the bodies that have come 
down the river and doing preventive work 
up the river. It’s more complex than that 
[though], especially when one sees the web 
of intertwined social, political, historical, 
and economic factors responsible for those 
bodies, but the analogy at least helps show a 
key distinction. Private morality has more to 
do with personal charity and personal 
goodness and honesty. Social justice has to 
do more with changing systems which, 
although often managed by persons in good 
conscience, are of themselves evil in that 
they, knowingly or unknowingly, victimize 
certain people.” 
 
The Pastoral Council enthusiastically 
supported the expanded mission and goals 
of LPJ. LPJ will continue organizing and 
promoting the many ministries under their 
leadership while bringing a renewed 
emphasis to education and the connection 
between charitable works and social justice. 
One fruit of their hard work and dedication 
is the new LPJ page featured for the first 
time in today’s Beacon. Turn to page 5 and 
get ready to learn and grow in your faith! 

Inspired and strengthened by 
 the Sacraments, Scripture,  

and Liturgy, we are a vibrant,  
diverse Roman Catholic  

community called to serve as 
 faithful disciples of Christ in  

our lives and ministries. 
With our Blessed Mother  

to guide us, we strive to be  
a beacon of faith and  
a spiritual home to  
all who seek God. 

  

  
Monday-Saturday 8:00 a.m.  

(inside the church & livestreamed)  
Saturday Vigil 4:30 p.m.  

(inside the church) 
 

Sunday 7:30 a.m.  
(inside the church & livestreamed) 

 
Sunday 9:00 a.m.  
(inside the church) 

 
Sunday 11:00 a.m. 
(inside the church) 

 
 

 
Tuesdays: 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays: 8:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.          
 
 

Saturdays  
3:30 p.m.– 4:15 p.m. 

(Inside the church) 

  
 

Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.  
Closed on Saturdays & Sundays 

(619) 574-5700  
theimmaculata@sandiego.edu 
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First Reading 
The wicked say: With revilement and torture  

let us put the just one to the test. 
Wisdom 2:12, 17-20 

 
Responsorial Psalm 
The Lord upholds my life. 

Psalm 54 
 

Second Reading 
The wisdom from above is full of mercy and good fruits. 

James 3:16 — 4:3 
 

Gospel 
Whoever receives one child such as this 

 in my name, receives me. 
Mark 9:30-37 
Intentions:  

7:30 a.m. For an end to the pandemic & for its victims 
9:00 a.m. For the sick of the parish 

11:00 a.m. For all parishioners 
 

Monday, September 20 
Ezra 1:1-6; Psalm 126:1-6; Luke 8:16-18 

Intention: +Fred King 
 

Tuesday, September 21 
Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13; Psalm 19:2-5; Matthew 9:9-13 

Intention: +Trisha Diaz 
 

Wednesday, September 22 
Ezra 9:5-9; Tobias:13:2, 3-4, 7-8; Luke 9:1-6 

Intention: +Judith Misage 
 

Thursday, September 23 
Haggai 1:1-8; Psalm 149:1-6, 9; Luke 9:7-9 

Intention: +Eduardo Fernandez 
 

Friday, September 24 
Haggai 2:1-9; Psalm 43:1-4; Luke 9:18-22 

Intention: +Sallie Graber 
 

Saturday, September 25 
Zechariah 2:5-9, 14-15; Jeremiah 31:10-12, 13; 

Luke 9:43-45 
Intentions:  

8:00 a.m. All Souls in Purgatory 
4:30 p.m. +Fred King 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 19, 2021 

Thanks to all who joined us at Catholic Night at the Padres last Friday! 
Despite a loss to the Astro's, it was a beautiful night to connect with other 
parishioners. 
 
For those of you who did not make it to the game or did not pick up your 
Catholic Night ball cap, you can still do so for the next two weeks. 
 
Please stop by the Group Tickets and Hospitality office at Petco Park - 100 
Park Blvd, San Diego, CA. You will need to provide your account number 
which can be found on the ballpark app. You can also present your digital 
ticket. 
 
SAVE THE DATE! Please join the Immaculata Parish Community at 
Father Joe's Villages Thanksgiving Day 5K on Thursday, November 
25th.  More details to follow. 

by Margie Carroll 
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In Micah 6:8 the prophet tells us what the Lord requires, “Only to do justice, and to love 
goodness, and to walk humbly with your God.”  This concise statement is the heart of Catholic 
social thought. Each week the Life, Peace and Justice Ministries will meet you in this space to 
share information about our Catholic social roots, reflect on the social mission of our Church, 
bear witness to our suffering world and discern Christian ways to proceed. We will share 
stories, information and insights via short articles, inspirational words of wisdom, and resources 
to help our parish see where love is needed, discern what is right, and act as Christ would. 
 
Jesus told us we are the salt of the earth and light of the world, sending us to enhance the lives 
of those in need and shine the Light of  Love on those at the margins. So we begin with a 
three-part series of articles on the social mission of the Catholic Church. The articles draw 
lessons from a document by our United States Conference of Catholic Bishops entitled            
Communities of Salt & Light: Reflections on the Social Mission of the Parish. 
 

Our social mission as Catholics is to hear and respond to the call of those in need, to work for 
justice and peace. This is not a new message. It’s found throughout scripture, especially in the 
Hebrew prophets, and the life and words of Jesus. “In the gospel according to Luke, Jesus began 
his public life by reading a passage from Isaiah that introduced his ministry and the mission of 
every parish. The parish must proclaim the transcendent message of the gospel and help: 
 

· bring ‘good news to the poor’ in a society where millions lack the necessities of life;  
· bring 'liberty to captives’ when so many are enslaved by poverty, addiction, ignorance, 

discrimination, violence, or disabling conditions; 
· bring 'new sight to the blind’ in a culture where the excessive pursuit of power or pleasure 

can spiritually blind us to the dignity and rights of others; and  
· ‘set the downtrodden free’ in communities where crime, racism, family disintegration, 

and economic and moral forces leave people without real hope.” 
 
Our bishops tell us that parishes are communities of faith, action, and hope. “They are where 
the gospel is proclaimed and celebrated, where believers are formed and sent to renew the 
earth.” As Catholics, we are sent not only to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus, but to live it. We 
are “to ‘hunger and thirst for justice,’ and to be ‘peacemakers’ in our own communities.”  
 
“The pursuit of justice and peace is an essential part of what makes a parish Catholic.” 
 
Next week we will continue with Part 2 in our series, “The Roots of Parish Social Mission.” 

What does it 
mean when  
Jesus describes 
his disciples  
as the “salt of  

the earth” and “light of the 
world”?  In this video Fr. 
Joseph Mary, a Capuchin 
Franciscan, explains.  

Communities  
of Salt & Light: 
Reflections on 
the Social 
Mission of the 

Parish, a publication of our  
US Bishops, promotes 
awareness of Catholic social 
teaching and living the call  
to love God and neighbor.   

Does the call to 
put Two Feet of 
Love in Action 
resonate with 
you?  Learn  

more by exploring resources 
created by the USCCB  
Office of Justice, Peace and 
Human Development.  

Read now... 

           “Justice will bring about Peace… 
                 If you want Peace, work for Justice”. 
                        Celebration of The Day of Peace, January 1, 1972 

Wisdom from Pope Paul VI 

Watch now... 

Read now... 

Explore now... 

“Image courtesy of Wikipedia” 

Papacy: 1963 - 1978 
Canonized: 2018 
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For where your treasure is,  
There also will your heart be.  

-Matthew 6:21 

Envelope:  .  .  .  .  . .  .    $6,815.00 
Plate:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .   .  $3,631.00 
Online:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $8,209.83 
Total:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $18,655.83 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Parent and Candidate Orientation for Confirmation 
Preparation is this Sunday! 
This Sunday, September 19, 2021 from 10:00-11:00 a.m. in Solomon Hall. 
Confirmation sessions will be held each Sunday after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 
Please note that sessions will be engaging the Liturgy so Mass attendance is 
essential. 
 
Orientation for Family Centered Faith Formation is 
this Sunday! 
This Sunday, September 19, 2021 from 12:00-1:30 p.m. in Solomon Hall. 
The Family Centered Faith Formation Program (which includes First Holy 
Communion preparation) is for children 1st – 8th grades. This new approach 
centers on the family, empowering parents to be actively involved in the 
delivery and discussion of weekly lessons. It includes a blend of “at home” 
& “hosted” opportunities, offers flexibility, can be done any day of the week 
at any time, reducing stress of having to choose between Sunday sports or 
other activities and Religious Education. 
 
The parent orientation will give a general overview of the program and 
answer any of your questions. The Family Centered Faith Formation 
program will begin on Sunday, October 3, after the 11:00 a.m. Mass.  
 
For more information on how to register, please contact our Family Faith 
Formation Coordinator Rory Elisabeth Martinez at (619) 574-5702 
or roryelisabethm@sandiego.edu. 
 
Join the Donut Ministry! 
Have you ever been told you have a friendly smile? Do you enjoy serving 
The Lord and others? Then we have a "holey" ministry for you! Join the 
Donut Ministry! Our goal is to make everyone feel welcomed and provide 
an opportunity to build community by serving donuts after the masses on 
Sundays. To sign-up for the "sweetest" ministry please contact: Rose Neves-
Duarte McAndrew at (619) 948-8131 
 
Calling All Voices! Sing to the Lord, All the Earth! 
Music Ministry invites YOU to join one of our choirs! Do you like to sing? 
Have you ever thought of singing in a choir? Maybe you have before? Now 
is your chance! Come join us for music and fellowship Thursdays from 7:00
-8:30 p.m. in the church and find out what it's all about. For more 
information please contact our music director Dr. Steven Van Wye 
at svanwye@sandiego.edu 
 
2021 Summer Challenge 
It’s not too late to join The Immaculata Racial Justice Summer Challenge to 
learn more about issues facing our marginalized brothers and sisters. Our 
September topic will focus on Asian Americans & Pacific Islanders.  
Participants will be able to self-select from readings, videos, and podcasts of 
various lengths to learn at own pace. The group will then meet on Zoom on 
Saturday September 25th at 9:30 a.m., to discuss learnings, and make 
connections to our Catholic faith. For more information and resources, 
contact: Yvonne Freeman at Yvonne.freeman@utrgv.edu  

For where your treasure is,  
There also will your heart be.  

-Matthew 6:21 

Envelope:  .  .  .  .  . .  .    $6,702.00 
Plate:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .   .  $2,745.00 
Online:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $11,952.00 
Total:  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $21,399.00 

Thank you for your generosity! 

The Mass will continue to be video-streamed for 
the parishioners that continue to shelter-at-home. 
Look for the live-stream button on the top menu 

at theimmaculata.org 
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Bull’s Smokin’ BBQ

Huge Outdoor Projector Screen 
Dog Friendly

1127 W. Morena Blvd. 
San Diego 

619.276.2855 
bullsmokingbbq.com

Foreign & Domestic
Auto Repair

1125 Morena Blvd.
619-276-3263

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CEMETERY & MAUSOLEUM

45th & Hilltop Drive 
San Diego, CA  92102 

No Interest Budget Plan 
Up to 5 years to pay

Call 264-3127     Se Habla Español

Renzulli’sRenzulli’s Jewelry World
14K • 18K  • Platinum

Diamond & Colored Stone Jewelry
Custom Design

Quality Watch & Jewelry Repair

3077 Clairemont Dr. • San Diego, CA 92117
www.renzullisjewelryworld.com • 619.275.1782

Italian Fine Dining Since 1979
619-275-2094

1955 West Morena Blvd.
info@SandiegoBaci.com 

SanDiegoBaci.com

Personal Training 
for a Healthy Life

Reinventing the Way YOU Feel! 
Private Fitness Studio - In-Home - Virtual Programs

Nate Wehner  425.223.1654
Certified Personal Trainer & Parishioner 

Synergytrainingandwellness.com  • Clairemont 

• Large national PPO network (PHCS)
• May lower your health premium by 50%
• Participation meets CA health plan  
  mandate requirement
• Enroll online with ease
• God-honoring customer service professionals

Call or text 619.840.0186 today.
Email karen@mybenefitscoachintl.com

Karen M. Hsu
CA Lic. 0B63037

 Check out the affordable health 
plan Christians can believe in.   

Call for information today.   
Absolutely no obligation.

San Diego Law Firm
Business & Real Estate Litigation 

Trusts & Estates Consumer Finance
Patrick R. Tira, Esq.
1094 Cudahy Pl., 112
San Diego, CA 92110
Patrick@TiraLaw.com
www.TiraLaw.com
(619) 861-2182

Tira Law
A Professional Corporation

Contact Kathryn Dickens
to place an ad today! 

kdickens@4LPi.com
or (800) 950-9952 x5809

Ti m  K i r b y  ~  Pa r i s h i o n e r
4 8 0 . 4 9 2 . 3 1 1 9

w w w. k i r b y w.c o m

Good. Clean. Fun Music!
Jarrod Belprez

Parishioner
www.jamminjsbeats.com

619-609-8879

Find True and Perfect Joy.
Merge your faith with knowledge and action

at The Franciscan School of Theology. 
ANSWER YOUR CALLING: LEARN ABOUT OUR GRADUATE DEGREES AND PROGRAMS

CALL OR TEXT 619.374.7727       VISIT WWW.FST.EDU



Healing  
Alma Church 
Lucia Yandell 
Sandy Perretti 
Bruce Perretti 

Riley Manahan 
Leonard Hayden 
Dawn Pathman 

Marion Griffin  
Michael Ebipane  

Gina DeLapa  
Marian Oddo 

Josh Helm  
Rita Winrow  
Millie Prior 

Keep in  
Your Prayers 

 
Amen, I say to you, if two of you agree on earth  

about anything for which  they are to pray,  
it shall be granted to them by my heavenly father.  

Matthew 18:19 

The sick list is updated on a monthly basis. Please call the 
parish office to add a parishioner to the list.  

OUR BEST  
The more the world is at its worst, the more 

we need the Church at its best. 
—Anonymous 

 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
at the Immaculata Church  

Every Tuesday from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. and  
every Wednesday from 8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  

How many of you say  
I should like to see  

His face, His garments,  
His shoes.  

You do see Him. 
You touch Him. 

You eat Him.  
He gives Himself to you,  

no only that you may see Him, 
but also to be your food  

and nourishment 
  - St. John Chrysostom   

FOLLOW US @TheImmaculata 

Newly Baptized 

London Lee Thomas 
Ronaldo Ismael Tajii 

Lorenzo Angel Martinez 
Elias Samuel Martinez 

Rylee Kandice Madarang 
Adan Nolan Alfaro 


