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Gospel Meditation

Bulletin Annoucements
Deadline for any pulpit announcements is Thursdays 
by 12N. If you have any announcements for the bulletin, 
please email bulletin@st-anastasia.org. November 5th 
bulletin content due: Thursday, October  29th.

With little more than 
a year until the United 
States’ national elections, 
I find myself feeling, like 
many Catholics, both 
dread and energized. 
Dread, because our 
democratic republic can 
be a messy endeavor and 
campaigns a long, nasty, 
and unedifying slog; 
energized, because hope for positive societal change 
can be enticing and engaging. As a pastor, I see similar 
conflicting attitudes in those whom I serve. How can 
Catholics best engage our political arena in a way which 
is truly helpful and worthwhile?

This weeks’ gospel reading offers wisdom in this regard. 
Jesus says, “Render therefore to Caesar the things 
are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 
This riddle forces us to answer for ourselves a hidden 
question: what is the relationship between political and 
divine authority? Two common but false answers lead 
to mischief. If we answer that the two are equivalent, 
politics becomes our absolute authority. This happens 
whenever religion is slave to the state, as in the travesty 
of the pro-Nazi German Christian movement in the 
1930s and 40s. It also usually occurs when there is 
an official state religion. If we answer that the two 
are totally unrelated, we end up with an unchecked 
aggressive secularist state as we often experience now. 
Thus, religion becomes a weak and private pastime. 

What’s a better alternative? At our best, Christians 
hold that political authority does indeed have its own 
legitimate autonomy but is nested within God’s all-
encompassing authority. Think, for example, of Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s respect for politics while also 
being able to criticize unjust human laws because he 
recognized a higher heavenly law. In other words, Caesar 
owns politics — and God owns Caesar. So, we should 
allow Jesus’ words to lead us to have a deep respect 
and willingness to peacefully engage in politics without 
making that engagement our religion. We bring our faith 
to bear on our politics knowing confidently that Caesar 
isn’t God — but he is indeed God’s.    
 Father John Muir     ©LPi

What is the history of the rosary? Where did this prayer 
come from?

Answer:

Although a longstanding tradition attributed the rosary 
to Saint Dominic and the Dominican Order, the practice 
of using beads to count prayers predates the Dominicans 
by a few hundred years. In fact, it seems that what we 
now think of as the rosary (which means “garland of 
roses”) was first developed by illiterate peasants and 
religious brothers and sisters as a way of offering 150 
“Our Fathers” to replace the praying of the 150 psalms in 
the Divine Office.

The practice of reciting 150 Hail Marys (which was later 
subdivided into 15 decades of 10 Hail Marys) arose during 
the late Middle Ages. Devotion to the rosary began to 
flourish in the nineteenth century, especially as new 
devotions to Mary began to spread throughout Europe 
and the New World. An annual liturgical celebration of 
Our Lady of the Rosary was introduced into the Church 
calendar in 1573 and it has been observed on the date of 
October 7 since 1913.

In the apostolic letter On the Most Holy Rosary, Pope 
Saint John Paul II not only added five new mysteries to 
the traditional fifteen, but he also reminded Catholics 
that the rosary is, at its core, an opportunity to go deeper 
into the life of Jesus: “The rosary, though clearly Marian 
in character, is at heart a Christocentric prayer … It has 
all the depth of the Gospel message in its entirety, of 
which it can be said to be a compendium. It is an echo of 
Mary’s prayer, her perennial Magnificat … With the rosary, 
the Christian people sit at the school of Mary and are led 
to contemplate the beauty of the face of Christ and to 
experience the depths of his love” (no. 1).                     ©LPi

History of the Rosary



SAT: 5PM Fr. Semik
SUN: 7:30AM Fr. Rozborski
SUN: 9AM Fr. Semik
SUN: 11AM Msgr. Cox
SUN: 5PM Fr. Rozborski

Next Sunday’s Mass Celebrants & Readings

Daily Prayers

First Reading:  “You shall not wrong any widow or orphan. If ever you 
wrong them and they cry out to me, I will surely hear their cry. My wrath 
will flare up, and I will kill you with the sword; then your own wives will be 
widows, and your children orphans.” (Ex 22:21-23)

Psalm:  I love you, Lord, my strength. (Ps 18)

Second Reading:  For they themselves openly declare about us what sort 
of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to 
serve the living and true God and to await his Son from heaven. (1 Thes 
1:9-10)

Gospel: “You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.” (Mt 22:37)

Mass Intentions, Weekly Readings, & Mass Celebrants

MON, October 23rd: St. John of Capistrano, Priest
Rom 4:20-25/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75/Lk 12:13-21

Mass Intentions & Readings for the Week

TUESDAY, October 24th: St. Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop
Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17/Lk 12:35-38

WED, October 25th: 
Rom 6:12-18/Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8/Lk 12:39-48

THUR, Oct 26th: 
Rom 6:19-23/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Lk 12:49-53

FRIDAY, October 27th:
Rom 7:18-25a/Ps 119:66, 68, 76, 77, 93, 94/Lk 12:54-59

SATURDAY, October 28th: Sts. Simon and Jude, Apostles
Eph 2:19-22/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Lk 6:12-16

SUN, October 22nd:  29th Sunday in Ordinary Time; World Mission Sunday
Is 45:1, 4-6/Ps 96:1, 3, 4-5, 7-8, 9-10 (7b)/1 Thes 1:1-5b/Mt 22:15-21

6:30 AM - Bernadeta Semik

8 AM –Daniel Staneszowski

6:30 AM – Patricia Stern 
8 AM –Edward Gallagher

6:30AM- Larry Amaki 
8 AM - Randy Herber 

8AM- Bernadeta Semik 

8AM - Rudy MoranSacramental Preparation

Birthday  Support  Anniversary  Memorial 

BAPTISM: 
Parents and Godparents are required to participate in a pre-Baptism Preparation 
Course through the Los Angeles Archdiocese at 
www.LaCatholics.org/baptism.  Call the Parish Office at 310-670-2243 for 
information on the completion of all requirements. All requiremnets are to be 
completed 4 weeks prior to a scheduled Baptism.

FIRST RECONCILIATION, HOLY COMMUNION & HS CONFIRMATION:
Please contact Dianalee Dupree
Call: 310-670-2243 Ext. 51 or Email: DDupree@st-anastasia.org

Adult Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist (OCIA):
for information on becoming Catholic contact Parish Office at
310-670-2243 or Email: parish@st-anastasia.org

MARRIAGE: 
Engaged couples must contact the Office 6 months before their proposed 
wedding date. Call the Parish Office: 310-670-2243. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK:
Sacrament for the Sick is celebrated upon request of the family. DON’T WAIT 
UNTIL THEIR CONDITION BECOMES DIRE. Call the Parish Office 310-670-2243 or 
Email: parish@st-anastasia.org

MASS INTENTIONS & PRAYER REQUESTS:
Arranged by contacting the Parish Office with names of loved ones. 
Call the Parish Office 310-670-2243 or Email: parish@st-anastasia.org

Note: Due to privacy and confidentiality laws, permission must be given by a 
family member to publish a loved one’s name for mass intentions and prayer 
requests.

FUNERAL PLANNING: 
Call the Parish Office 310-670-2243 to arrange funeral or memorial services.

Personal Prayer in the Church 
The Church is open every day: 

Mondays & Fridays: 6AM - 5PM
Tuesdays & Thursdays: 7AM - 5PM 
Wednesdays: 6AM - 6PM
Saturdays & Sundays: 7AM - 6PM

Divine Mercy Chaplet + Adoration 
In the Tent - Wednesdays 
at 5PM 

Daily Rosary 
Monday-Saturday 
following all 8AM Masses 
and after 6:30AM Masses 
on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday (6:30 Mass 
temporarily suspended 
during renovation. Mass Intentions are privately 
prayed).

8 AM- Ramon Pack 
5PM-Bernadeta Semik

7:30 AM - Jan & Herb Masi 
9 AM – C.J Cambre Jr. 

11 Am- Raquel Couce 

5PM -St. Anastasia Parishioners 



Faith Formation  

Pornography addiction 
affects young people’s 
mental health
Protecting children from 
pornography is getting harder 
and harder in today’s increasingly sexualized and 
digital world. When young people become addicted 
to pornography, it changes their brain chemistry and 
hinders their ability to grow in healthy, normal ways. 
Viewing pornography can also blur boundaries for a 
young person, leaving him or her more vulnerable to 
sexual abuse. In fact, abusers often use pornography to 
desensitize their victims. For more information on the 
dangers of pornography and addiction, read the VIRTUS® 
article “Pornography Addiction and Neurobiology” at

https://lacatholics.org/did-you-know/  

Stephen Ministry

DID YOU KNOW?           Oct 21st - Oct 22nd

“Lord, thank you for creating so 
much joy”.

“Look what I found,” Joey cries, racing out of the 
pumpkin patch. “It’s perfect.” Lorie looks at the 
big pumpkin her little brother is carrying. One side 
is squashed flat, and the top has no stem. It isn’t 
perfect. In fact Lorie thinks it’s ugly. But Lorie loves 
Joey, and his joy makes her smile. So they bring the 
pumpkin home. At dinner, they 
thank God for creating such a 
happy pumpkin. -Living Faith 
Kids

 OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation of 
Adults) is the process through which 
one becomes a full member of the 
Roman Catholic Church. The process 
includes the reception of the 
Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, 
Confirmation, and the Most Holy 
Eucharist. While coming to know Jesus and His invitation 
to become a disciple, the OCIA process involves the 
journey of faith and conversion. A person is introduced to 
the beliefs, life, liturgy, and apostolic work of the Catholic 
Church. For more information email:
ddupree@st-anastasia.org

Interested in Becoming Catholic?

Bible Study

“There are only four kinds of people
in the world. Those who have been
caregivers, those who are currently
caregivers, those who will be
caregivers , and those who will need a
caregiver.” -Rosalyn Carter, Former 
First Lady of
the United States
A Stephen Minister is a caregiver; we listen, we care, we
have conversation, we use God’s presence in our caring
words and actions.
If you would like someone to talk to in your present
physical/emotional/spiritually state, please consider
contacting St. Anastasia’s Stephen Ministry.
We are well trained to provide care to those who could
use it. Email stascares@gmail.com or call the number for
Stephen Ministry listed on the back of the bulletin.

Kids Corner

LIVE THE LITURGY
Inspiration of the week
God is greater than this world, and his truth is 
stronger than all its ideologies. Remember that no 
matter how we vote, who we agree with or what our 
background is, we belong to Him alone.



Parish Life & School

ADLA Fingerprinting

Box of Joy is back!

 October 24th: Bible Study  (Every Tuesday 9-10:30 am or 
7:30-9 pm) Location: Parish Hall 
October 24th: Ministry of Consolation  (Every 2nd and 
4th Tuesday of the month at 7PM) Location: Parish Office 
Conference Room 
 October 25th: Adult Choir  (Every Wednesday at 6:15PM)
 October 27th: Prayer Group  (Every Friday 6pm-8pm) 
Location: Parish Office Conference Room
 November 1st: Men’s Morning Hour  (Every 1st 
Wednesday of the month after 6:30AM Mass) Location: 
Parish Office Conference Room 
November  16th: Companions on the Journey (Every 3rd 

Thursday of the month at 10AM) Location: Parish Office 
Conference Room
November 25th: St. Robert’s Center (Every 6 weeks on 
Saturday) Location: 211 3rd Ave, Venice
Altar Server Ministry (Every Thursday after 8AM Mass 
and Rosary) Location: Diamond Courtyard w/ light 
refreshments and treats.

Ministry Meetings And Events

Standards, stars, & Stripes

Our ‘Box of Joy’ program is Back! Families, groups, and 
parishes across the U.S., team up with Cross Catholic 
Outreach, to pack and ship ‘Boxes of Joy.’ We, as a 
community of faith, have the power to make a difference 
in the life of a precious child and send a powerful 
reminder of God’s love in Jesus’ name. By packing Boxes 
of Joy with toys and other gifts, participants bless 
children suffering from extreme poverty by sharing the 
joy of Christmas and planting seeds of hope. Stop by our 
Parish Office and pick up your ‘Box of Joy.’ We have set 
goal for 100 boxes for our Parish. St. Anastasia can make 
this happen! Gift Ideas can be found on their Website: 
https://crosscatholic.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/
Web-P6637-FY2023-BOJ-gift-ideas-No-Calendar.pdf

ADLA Fingerprinting is by appointment only.  Sign up at 
https://calendly.com/stanastasia90045  or call  The 
Parish office at (310) 670-2243
• Thursday, October 26,
•  Friday, October 27, 
• Saturday, October 28

Wedding Blessings
Next Sunday, 
October 29th & 
every last Sunday 
of the month— 
we invite those 
couples married 
in that month to 
receive a special blessing after each Mass.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MMaassss  ooff  RReemmeemmbbrraannccee  
 
Thursday, November 2nd, All Souls Day. 
 
To commemorate this day we will have 2 Masses: 8 am and 5 pm. 
 
These Masses are organized by the St. Anastasia Ministry of Consolation. 
 
As we have done in the past we will have a Table of Remembrance, 
where the pictures and the names (colorful shaped leaves) of your 
loved ones who have passed away will be displayed. 
 
Keep in mind that ONLY small framed pictures are accepted             
(NO 8 x 10).  
 

 Deadline will be October 31st. 
 Please drop them at the Parish Office between                                                        

2 and 4 pm ONLY. 
 
Please make sure you attach a name and phone 
number to the back of your photo. Thank you. 
 

Mass of Rememberance



Beyond Our Parish

Sacred Heart Sisters

Archdiocese of Los Angeles 40 Days of Life

Reserva la Fecha • Save the Date
Los Cementarios y Funerarias Católicos les invitan a celebrar
Catholic Cemeteries and Mortuaries invites you to celebrate

EL DÍA
DE LOS
MUERTOS
OCTOBER 28, 2023
CALVARY  CEMETERY & MORTUARY
LOS ANGELES
catholiccm.org/diadelosmuertos

Mary & Joseph Retreat Center

5300 Crest Road Rancho Palos Verdes, CA  90275    (310) 377-4867              
www.maryjoseph.org              Email: jsalas@maryjoseph.org 

  
     Bill Wilson (cofounder of AA) discusses forgiveness - he calls it 
“letting go of resentment”. It’s not done to please others, but in the 
interest of our FREEDOM. This workshop is on how to forgive and  
will focus on positive intention for self-forgiveness. 

 

     Fred Luskin, PhD, is the director of the Stanford University  
Forgiveness Projects, a senior consultant in health promotion at  
Stanford University, and a professor at the Institute for Transpersonal 
Psychology, as well as an affiliate faculty member of the Greater 
Good Science Center. He is the author of “Forgive for Good: A Proven 
Prescription for Health and Happiness” and also “Stress Free for 
Good: Ten Proven Life Skills for Health and Happiness”, with Kenneth 
Pelletier, PhD. Learn more at www.learningtoforgive.com 
     Herb K’s journey includes: 7 years in Claretian seminary, a  
graduate education in psychology, 40 years in human resources  
consulting, certification as a Spiritual Director, active participation  
in a 12 Step Fellowship since 1984 and the publication of 3 books on 
spiritual awakening. www.herbk.com 

 
     

Cost: $25   
Zoom information and links will be emailed to you a few days before each event. 

            To register: Go online at www.maryjoseph.org  
                  Or email Jose Salas at jsalas@maryjoseph.org  
                   Or call José at (310) 377-4867 ext 250  

For questions on content, e-mail Rainey S. at rainey.herbk@gmail.com.  
Visit Herb Kaighan’s YouTube channel to view past workshops with Fred Luskin.  

Saturday, November 4, 2023 
10 AM to Noon US Pacific Time Via Zoom  

 

Self‐Forgiveness 
 To Release  
 To Be Released 

  

Fred Luskin, PhD & 
Herb Kaighan, Spiritual Guide 
Share their separate knowledge and experience  

of Secular and Spiritual ingredients!  

 Spirituality Workshops Via Zoom 

Herb Kaighan 

Fred Luskin, PhD 
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Serving the West Side and South Bay Areas

Dr. Patricia Turley
Pediatric Dentist

Dr. Patrick Turley
Orthodontist

PERSONAL TAXES, ACCOUNTING & FINANCIAL

DENVIR & CO.
Over 30 years of experience in all personal tax, accounting & 

administrative functions for small and medium sized organizations.

Peter Denvir - Parishioner
310.413.6547
peter.denvir@yahoo.com

Justin M Tabit, SE-AWMA®, CFP®
Senior Vice President – Senior Financial Advisor

310.858.4194 Justin.tabit@ml.com 
fa.ml.com/california/beverly-hills/justin.tabit/ 
9560 Wilshire Blvd, Floor 03, Beverly Hills, CA 90212

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS!
• Water Heaters 
• Drain Replacement
• All Faucets & Fixtures
• Drain Stoppages
• Gas Lines
• Earthquake Valves
• Sewer Camera
• Water Lines
• Wall & Floor Furnace Repair
• Tankless Water Heaters
• Copper Repipe
• Sewer Specialist
• Plumbing Alterations
• Sump Pumps

$10 OFF  
Any Service  
Call Today!

$20 OFF  
Any Job  

$100 & Up
$50 OFF  
Any Job  

$500 & Up
$100 OFF  
Any Job  

$1,000 & Up

BUDGET  PLUMBING 
(310) 871-7542
     Senior Discounts

Lic #778036

24 hr. Services 
7 Days a Week

Emergency Service!

Dr. Michael Parsons
- In Westchester Since 1981 -

310-670-0902

Welcome to our beautiful new
state of the art office near LAX

8930 S. Sepulveda Biva. #210
Los Angeles, 90045

Free Parking

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME Cynthia Duran
 

cduran@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2119

TANGANA WELLNESS
Corporate • Get Well Soon
Thank You • Birthday
Quinceñera
Engagement & Wedding
Bridesmaid & Groomsmen
Anniversary • Retirement

WWW.TANGANAWELLNESS.COM

Email: billruane.net       CalBRE#00972400
Bill Ruane has been recognized by RE/MAX as their

#1 AGENT IN THE UNITED STATES. Thank for all your support.

RCFE #191600500

Assisted Living Community
Serving Seniors Since 1935

Dedicated to providing a
safe and loving environment

• All Day Dining
• Daily Mass • Beautiful Gardens

For more info contact Carol Kashima 
310-839-2361 x 31
ckashima@nazarethhousela.org
www.nazarethhousela.org
3333 Manning Ave. •  Los Angeles, CA 90064

California

CatholicMatch.com/CA

The Good Pizza L.A.X.
NEAPOLITAN STYLE PIZZA
Voted Best Pizza on the Westside.
HOME STYLE ITALIAN FOOD
9146 South Sepulveda Blvd. • LA, CA 90045
310.462.3333

8115 West Manchester Ave.
Playa del Rey, CA 90293
(310) 827-0500

Gourmet Pizza - Hand Tossed
Full Italian Menu - Shop our Store

10% Discount
When You

Present This Ad

Recognized 8+ Years Running
     by The Argonaut and
         HomeTown News as the         
            Westside’s Best  
                 Auto Repair Shop!

2 Miles West of Lincoln BI.
8145 West Manchester  • Playa Del Rey, CA 90293

310.822.9115



ST. ANASTASIA CATHOLIC CHURCH
 7390 W. Manchester Avenue

Los Angeles, CA  90045
310-670-2243 Office

310-670-5052 Fax
Website: www.St-Anastasia.org

 Email:  parish@st-anastasia.org
ST. ANASTASIA CATHOLIC SCHOOL

8631 S. Stanmoor Drive
Los Angeles, CA  90045

310-645-8816 Office
Website:  school.St-Anastasia.org 
Email:  school@st-anastasia.org

PARISH LIFE MINISTRIES

Companions on the Journey
Sue McLaughlin &
Lidia Vinci.....................649-6026

Prayer Group
Lori Mountain.................502-9105

Rosary Ministry
Rose De Leonardis..........567-2707

Respect Life
Teressa Syta…………....670-0285

Safe Guard the Children
Parish Office………........670-2243

Homeless Weekend Program/
St. Robert’s Center  
Cindy Egan...………........670-2243

St. Margaret’s Center
Mary Agnes Erlandson....672-2208 
Senobia Nelson..............291-3047

Catholic Charities
Cindy Begazo………......306-9390

Nurses Ministry
Linda S. Absher…….......645-6136
Angie Tolentino..…….....351-6137 

Men’s Reflection Group                       
Vince Mauch ………... .. 670-2243

Bible Study
Carolyn Godlewski..........670-2243
Email: ScriptureStudyStA@gmail.com 

Social Ministry 
Laurette Bibeau……......670-2488

Family Visitation Ministry
Sr. Teresita………..….....216-2001  

Ministry of Consolation
Aleida Rodriguez ….…..670-2243

Stephen Ministries
Robyn Stein………..…..670-2243

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES

Ministry of the Eucharist: Linda Schmidt........397-5691
To the Home Bound………............................  670-2243    
Ministry of the Word: Carl Pentis...................649-4238
                         Antoinette Luxford........338-1140
Ministry of Music:  Kate Comstock.................670-2243
  MusicMinistry@st-anastasia.org  
Ministry of Ushers:   Damon Le Blanc 
csrleblanc@gmail.com  
Courtyard Hospitality:       Sr. Teresita.……........216-2001
Altar Care:           Rose De Leonardis..................567-2707
Altar Server Committee:    Mary Paquin …........502-6653

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS
 

Parish Finance Council:  David Mora..............670-2243
Pastor Pastoral Council: Christopher Kaczor...670-2243
Site Committee:               Stefan Politz.............337-9534
Men’s Club:         Chris Turkmany........200-8021
Knights of Columbus....................................821-2324
Arts and Education:         Andy Kozlowski........670-3152 

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A PRIEST 
OR IN RELIGIOUS LIFE? 

Call the Office for Vocations     
 213-637-7248 

www.la-archdiocese.org/org/vocations

LPi Advertising 
Visit - https://www.4lpi.com/advertising-solutions

PASTORAL TEAM

Pastor: Fr. Leszek J. Semik
Associate Pastor: Fr. Greg Rozborski
Priest in Residence: Msgr. Gregory A. Cox
Deacon: Jose “Joe” Viola
Pastoral Associate: Dianalee Dupree
Business Manager:  Fred Balsz
Parish Secretary: Nora Jayne Mallen
Director of Music Ministry: Kate Comstock
Parish Office Assistant: Theresa Reilly
Safety Administrator: Kenneth Lance
Bulletin Editor: Danielle Gulalo
School Principal: Angelica Krestin

School Vice Principal: Amanda Kraivanger
Director of Mission Advancement: Vickie Farmer
Health and Academic Registrar: Linda Schmidt
School Bookkeeper: Pauline Diaz
Director of Admissions: Clare Thomason
Maintenance: Erik Melchor
PTO-Parent Teacher Organization: Shannon Matthews
ADESTE (After School Program): Ofelia Jimenez

St. Anastasia 
Online Giving

 
Scan the QR code below

to donate online with 
Our Sunday Visitor

Login information
Thank you for your 
continued support


