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These words were spoken by 

Pope Francis when he met a 

large number of school  children 

from Jesuit schools in Italy and 

Albania in Europe. The wisdom 

of the phrase spoken by the Ho-

ly Father prompts me to use it 

as the title of my article this 

week.�

We live in a society where what 

people do or say affects out lives. We tend to lose 

hope in our family, church, society, or in some 

person because of what they did or said. As we 

lose hope in ourselves and in our ability to  cope 

with whatever the situation we are confronting is, 

we allow others to bring us down with them          

instead of uplifting and encouraging those who 

are in despair. It is said that fear and prejudice put 

up a terrible fight in us when they sense change     

coming; change we cannot deal with. Change is 

the root cause of some of us losing hope as we 

fail in our ability to trust the Lord or even              

encourage the other. We have all received 

“constructive criticism” at some point in out lives. 

This is valuable when the recipient has an open 

heart and doesn’t react defensively. Yet what is 

more powerful, criticism or encouragement? The 

word of God exhorts us to “encourage one                 

another daily while it is still ‘today,’ so that no 

one grows hardened by the deceit of sin.” Heb 3:13�

From the Desk of Father Don’t Let Anyone Rob You of Hope�

Our Christian faith makes clear 

to us that although life involves 

suffering, suffering does not have 

to be the end of the story and can 

even be endured with a sense of 

peace. �

Let’s not kid ourselves; suffering 

is still unpleasant. But because 

Jesus loves us so much that he 

suffered and died for us, and,  

because Jesus now lives in us, risen victorious 

from the sealed and guarded tomb, we can unite 

life’s unavoidable challenges to that of our Savior 

in hope, knowing that our journey of faith will 

end happily as we accept the Lord’s gift of                   

salvation and live accordingly.�

Hope can be a powerful force. Maybe there’s no 

actual magic in it, but when you know what you 

hope for most and hold it like a light within, you 

can make things happen almost like magic. Many 

people commonly report how they feel better           

after going to confession. They say things that 

were on their chest for month or years are now 

gone. Those who truly repent and confess realize 

that their sins, which were once a heavy, dark part 

of them, are no longer present after 

being confessed.�

Peace and love to all. God Bless. �

Father Peter�

For those unable to come to Church 

and light the candle yourself, please 

know we will be happy to do this for 

you. We recently had someone who 

wrote to us saying “it looks so sad 

without the people’s candles lit” so 

she included her offering and asked 

that we light 7 on the St. Joseph side 

and 7 at the Marian Shrine side.  �

If you would like to arrange for any 

of these candles, simply call Marcia 

at the Parish  Office (585�225�8980) 

Monday through Friday between 9 AM and 1 PM, and she 

will be happy to help arrange this for you. �

Candles �

We want you to know there are 

many upcoming weeks that have not 

been reserved to have a Sanctuary 

Candle burn in memory of someone. 

Under the current situation of not 

being able to receive visitors at the 

Parish Office, we want you to know 

we are still able to schedule these               

candles.  �

The Sanctuary Candle donation is 

$10. �

As far as the Devotional Candles, 

please know you can light these candles when the Church 

is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9 AM ‘til 

noon. The Devotional Candle donation is $5.                        �
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This Week’s Schedule�

Our Church is Open for Private Prayer�

Here at St. John’s, our church is open on Monday, 

Wednesday, and Friday from 9:00 AM till noon (this, 

of course, is subject to change if new directives are 

made).�We certainly ask anyone who is sick/not            

feeling well that you not come to church in an effort 

to avoid the possibility of making others sick.�You 

will enter through the center doors of church (the            

other doors will remain locked).�There is hand              

sanitizer available when you enter and everyone is 

asked to use it upon entering.�We ask that everyone be 

very conscious of social distancing�please stay at 

least 6 feet apart when in church.�Let each of us        

remember this time is set aside for private prayer and 

to be respectful of each other, we ask that there be no 

socializing in church�just social distancing. You will 

find our church bulle�n available for you. �

Wills/Bequests/Memorials��

Please Remember St. John the Evangelist Parish�

�

Masses for the Week�April 27�May 3�

MONDAY, April 27 Easter Weekday

8:15 AM + Mr & Mrs Joseph DePetres �

                   by DePetres Family�

TUESDAY, April 28 �

Sts Peter Chanel & Louis Grignion de Montfort�

8:15 AM + John Griffith �

�   by Jim & Delia Keane�

WEDNESDAY, April 29 St Catherine of Siena�

8:15 AM + Filippo Milici �

�   by Cindy & Dennis McCain�

THURSDAY, April 30 St Pius V�

8:15 AM Communion Service�

FRIDAY, May 1 St Joseph the Worker�

8:15 AM + James and Helen Mikel�

�������������������� by Family�

�                    Adoration following Mass until noon �   �

SATURDAY, May 2 St Athanasius �

8:15 AM    First Saturday Mass�

4:00 PM + Frank & Fanstine Pettrone �

�  and Anthony & Fanny Vito �

�   by Frank & Marie Pettrone�

SUNDAY, May 3 World Day of Prayer for Vocations �

8:00 AM + For the People�

10:00 AM + Salvatore Panella �

                     by Family�

�

�

                     �

�

Please keep the following ordained in your 

prayers this week. �

April 26� April 27� April 28� April 29� April 30� May 1� May 2�

� � � � � � �

Our Lenten Mite Boxes �

“The poor are the ones who open to us �

the way to heaven.”�

�Our Holy Father, Pope Francis�

Some of you may be wondering what to do�

with your Lenten Mite Box. Please know we�

have received some of them but probably not �

all of them so if you haven’t turned yours in yet, you �

can still do so. You can drop your Mite Box through the 

mail slot in the front door at the Parish Office at any time. 

Yes, the boxes do fit through the slot so don’t give up. Just 

a suggestion, you might consider putting the box inside a 

plastic bag before dropping it through the slot.�

Another option, you can drop the Mite Box off when the 

church is open for private prayer on Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday between 9 AM and Noon. You can leave them 

in the basket next to the ambo (lectern). Fr. Peter, our              

Pastor, is in church during the 9�10 AM hour, Tod Simone, 

our Pastoral Minister, is in church during the 10�11 AM 

hour and Marcia Parsons, our Parish Secretary, is there 

during the 11 AM�Noon hour. As a reminder, the recipient 

organizations of this year’s Mite Box collection are:                   

Journey Home Hospice, Daystar Kids, Catholic Diocese of 

Obuasi, Ghana, and Nazareth Elementary. Our gift to them 

this year will be even more beneficial in light of the                  

increased need during COVID�19.�   �
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Opening Prayer: Pam Tofany�Kern�

Attendance: Present: Father Peter Enyan�Boadu, Dea-

con Ed Knauf, Bob Gotham, Christine Paoletti, Rick Pao-

letti, Tod Simone, Consuelo De Los Santos, Jill Bailey, 

Pam Tofany�Kern, Gary Kern, Karen Cooper, Rick Ryan, 

Melissa Ryan. Excused: Father Steve Kraus, Deacon Bob 

Burke, Sharon Miller, Alan Christodaro. Kathy Christodaro, 

Paul Parkman, Patty Hoag, Nick Sassano. Visitors: Marcia 

Parsons, Ray Parsons, Dan Leitten�

Approval of Agenda: 1

st

 � Pam Tofany�Kern,                        

2

nd

 � Melissa Ryan�

Approval of Meeting Minutes, Feb. 10 2020:                      

1

st

 � Karen Cooper, 2

nd

 �Bob Gotham �

Chairperson’s Comments (Bob Gotham) �

No Parish Council meeting in April � next meeting                     

currently scheduled for May 4.�

CMA Updates: �

�� As of 03/16 �  �

$87,757 goal for St. John’s�

358 households have responded�

$76,226.15 contributed to date�

$79,526.10 committed�

90.62% of our goal�

Wondering whether the diocese will extend the CMA 

deadline in light of the suspension of all Masses.�

�� Painting party held on Feb. 29 � 16 people attended this 

event.�

�� St. Joseph’s table on 3/15 was a wonderful event.�

�� Discussed the possibility of Father Peter to record short 

videos (words of wisdom, patience, prayer) to the               

website explaining the current changes to Mass�

�� Father Peter: Would like to record messages but will 

wait for information to stabilize. Information changes 

very quickly these days, making it hard to keep it             

current.�

�� Discussed changes to the Friday Lenten Fish Fry in     

response to COVID�19�

�� Fish Fry will be take�out only�

�� Customers can order from their car. Food will be             

delivered to customers in their car. �

�� Hope to keep the Fish Fry Fridays going � average ~ 

200 meals/night�

�� Certificate of Appreciation: There are 4 nominees to re-

ceive awards, but we’re not sure when the awards will 

be presented given the current circumstances.�

Finance Committee Q&A with Dan Leitten: �

How will the suspension of Masses affect the cash               

situation for St. John’s? �

Dan: Although the church has some cash reserves, it will 

likely impact future financial situation. Might wipe out any 

cash set aside for Capital Improvements. Also dependent 

on length of closure.�

Father Peter: Father hopes people will mail in their week-

ly contributions despite the suspension of Mass, or that 

people will choose to donate online. �

Parish Council Meeting Minutes�March 16, 2020 �

A message will be published in the weekly bulletin asking 

parishioners to continue their weekly contributions                  

(Note � bulletins are available on the St. John’s website: 

www.stjohngreece.org/documents/collection/bulletins.     

Also, can be found on Twitter, Facebook and possibly a 

letter to be mailed.)�

What percentage of donations are online? �

Dan: About 10%. �

Should we mail instructions on how to sign up for online 

giving? �

Dan: Although the instructions are simple, printing the 

steps on paper would result in a bulky mailing. Instead we 

can provide an email address or a link to instructions on 

the website.�

What is the response rate of the Time, Treasure and Talent 

campaign? �

Dan: Response was pretty good, not sure how the COVID�

19 will impact its momentum. About 45% of the cards have 

been returned, 12% pledging increases in donation 

amount.�

How many schools/children does St. John’s support 

through the School Assessment program?�

Dan: Not sure of the specifics for St. John’s. Three schools 

� Holy Cross, St. Pius, St. Ambrose totaling about 600 

kids. �

Update from Father Peter: �

�� Father urges us to pray for our parish in this difficult time 

and pray that clinical trials of vaccines/treatments for 

COVID�19 are successful.�

�� Father will try to find a way to stay connected with the 

parishioners while Masses are suspended.�

�� Father will try to communicate with local funeral homes  

to inform them about the 50 people/funeral limit in the 

church.�

�� Father plans on continuing the publishing of the bulletin, 

hoping to keep communication ongoing with the parish. 

(Note: bulletins can be found on the St. John’s website: 

www.stjohngreece.org/documents/collection/bulletins) �

Liturgy Meeting Update (Consuelo)�

Information changing every day about events being            

cancelled/postponed.  �

Pastoral Ministry (Tod Simone)�

�� Nursing homes are closed to visitors due to COVID�19 

precautions�

�� Hospitals � only last rites are currently allowed�

�� Faith Formation � classes suspended. Two weeks of           

lessons will be mailed to the families. �

�� Confirmation � suspended. �

�� First Communion � Only 1 child to participate. Will still be 

working with him to prepare him for the sacrament.              

Father Steve will give him his First Communion on                 

Father’s 45

th

 Ordination Day. �

�
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Outreach � Social Media/Communications Committee 

Update (Gary Kern, Christine Paoletti) �

�� Website: No updates �

�� Facebook: St. John’s Facebook page is now up to 287 

Likes. Christine suggested we livestream Mass on             

Facebook during the time when the church is closed. 

Many other parishes livestream and it would be a great 

opportunity for St. John’s to keep in touch with the                 

parishioners during the mandatory church closure.�

Outreach � Social Activities Committee (Melissa Ryan)�

Easter Egg hunt: Currently scheduled for April 4 but will be 

rescheduled for another date in the year. �

Music Ministry Update (Consuelo) �

�� Rehearsals are currently cancelled due to Mass                           

cancellations. �

�� Choir has rehearsed for Easter, so may be ready in case 

Mass is continued for Easter.�

Knights of Columbus (Rick Paoletti)�

�� Easter Lilly sales will not take place this year due to 

Mass cancellations and visit restrictions related to              

COVID�19.�

�� Annual Priest dinner might be moved to take place later  

in the year.�

�� Day of Goodness � uncertain�

Stewardship Committee (Christine Paoletti)�

�� St. Joseph’s table � Christine thanks the volunteers who 

helped with this event.�

�� Summer Bash � Concerned that financial losses of                

restaurants having to close during social distancing will 

impact their ability to donate to the event.�

Safety and Security (Rick Ryan)�

�� Last meeting accomplished planning, identifying person-

nel requirements and training of core security personnel. �

�� Received additional volunteers to participate on this com-

mittee from the blurb printed in the bulletin. Would like 

about 2�3 more volunteers.  �

Open Forum (All)�

�� Jill Bailey: Wondering about the upcoming Parish          

Council nomination process set to begin in April. Father 

Peter suggested we can either postpone the nomination 

process for later in the year or keep the current council 

membership for 1 year.�

�� Pam Tofany�Kern: Thanks Christine Paoletti for doing a 

wonderful job at the St. Joseph’s Table event.�

��Deacon Ed Knauff: Reminds us to continue to be joyful 

and hopeful in these tough times. Be generous and help 

those in need. �

��Karen Cooper: Asks Marcia Parsons if there is anything 

the council members can help with. Marcia suggests we 

contact her with how we can help. �

�� Father Peter: Asks that we pray and support one another 

and to pray for the Bishop who is carrying a very heavy 

load and has to make difficult decisions during this time.�

��Bob Gotham: Thanks Rick Paoletti for doing a great job 

running the Friday Fish Fry and for making it fun for the 

volunteers.�

Next Meeting: May 4, 2020.                                                 

Opening/Closing prayer: Alan Christodaro�

Closing Prayer: Pam Tofany�Kern�

**Respectfully submitted by Jill Bailey**�

Live the Liturgy�

Is God a real Being for you or simply an idea to be                   

entertained? Often, we reduce God to a set of ideas,                

theories, and principles and neglect to see Him as the One 

who takes joy in helping us understand all of the events 

and mysteries of life. God                

delights in journeying with us and 

is the only One who can fill us 

with joy and make our hearts 

burn with excitement and jubilation. He is the One who 

assists us in recognizing the truth that is before us and              

interpreting not only the jewels of Sacred Scripture but the 

events of history. If we recognize God, we can also see that 

He inspires us to see the divine meaning of our own lives 

as well. Sometimes it takes us a little time. After all, even 

Jesus’ closest friends had to walk with him for a while on 

the road to Emmaus before their eyes were opened in the 

breaking of bread. �

God delights in �

journeying with us. �
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�Tabernacle I Living &Deceased Benefactors  �

                         of St. John’s�

�Tabernacle II Deceased from Coronavirus �

�Marian I  The Intentions of St. John’s�

�Marian II  All Souls�

This Week’s Sanctuary Candles burn for�

Online Giving�

You can make your weekly, monthly, annual and one�time 

donations from your checking or savings account, or by using 

a credit or debit card, electronically, from your own comput-

er.�We use a product from a company that we have been with 

for a long time and has a long history of working with parish-

es around the country. It is easy, safe and secure! A link to 

Online Giving can be found at our Parish Home Page 

www.stjohngreece.org.�

Don’t hesitate to contact the Parish              

Office, 225�8980 for details or                     

assistance with Online Giving.�

�

BLESSINGS OF FINANCIAL �

April 11/12                         ATTENDANCE…….0�

BUDGETED Sunday Offering………...…..…�$   9,706.00�

SUNDAY Offering………………………..….�$   7,077.00�

ONLINE Giving…………………………..…..�$   1,875.00�

TOTAL Sunday Offering…………………..…�$   8,952.00�

SHORTAGE for SUNDAY OFFERING……($     754.00)�

Easter Offering                  �

Easter Offering…………………………….….�$   4,346.00�

ONLINE Giving…………………………..…..�$      275.00�

TOTAL Easter Offering…………………....…�$   4,621.00�

�

2nd Collection           �

Boiler Fund Offering…………………………�$   5,147.00�

ONLINE Giving…………………………..…..�$      255.00�

TOTAL Boiler Fund Offering………………..�$   5,402.00�

�

Violante Pessia� Mother of Frank Pessia�

Corey Coakley, Sr.  Husband of Amanda Coakley�

�John Sharpe, Sr.� Husband of Marie Sharpe�

With sincere gratitude, Fr. Peter thanks all who continue 

with their financial assistance in support of the many 

needs in our parish.�

Spring Cleaning                                                               

& Clothing Donations to St. Pauly Shed�

With all of our time at home over these past several 

weeks, you may have started, or be getting ready, to do 

your Spring cleaning.�If this is on your to�do list, we               

kindly ask that you keep in mind the�St. Pauly Clothing 

Shed located on our church property�(behind Men’s           

Wearhouse/where the old playground used to be). This is a 

great and easy way to extend the life of clothes you no 

longer use, and at the same time, it’s a good  teaching           

moment for children as 

you explain your            

donation helps those in 

need. In addition, your 

clothing donation helps 

our parish financially as 

we receive monies from 

St. Pauly based on the 

weight of the donations 

that are retrieved from 

the shed each week. �

You can drop your bags of clothes through the drop bin.�If 

you’d like a receipt, you will find those in the mailbox to 

the right of the drop shoot.�An important reminder: 

Please be sure and check you have removed all valuables 

from your donations before depositing them into the shed, 

as the likelihood of retrieving something is unlikely. 

THANK YOU for your donations that not only benefit the 

poor but also our beloved St. John’s and                                    

YOU’RE WELCOME for the nudge to work on your 

Spring cleaning!�� �

              �
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CMA Scroll of Recognition �

The Diocesan Catholic Ministries �

Appeal Continues�

Thank you to all who have already pledged 

their support!                                                                     �

The goal for St. John’s is $87,757�

As of Monday, March 23, 361 households have pledged 

$79,926.10 taking us to 91.08% of our Goal. �

We are so thankful to the households who have pledged to 

date. In an effort to reach our parish goal, we need the           

support of ALL households who have not yet pledged, 

so please do so very soon. Remember to write “039�St. 

John’s Greece” in the memo section of your check!�

There are no new donors since the last CMA update listed 

in our March 29 bulletin. It may be a while before we get 

an update from the Diocese because of Covid�19.�

THIS SPACE IS
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Complete Residential & Commercial Plumbing Services

24 Hour Emergency Service

426.5068

MASTER 
LICENSED 
PLUMBER #240

441-A Elmgrove Rd • Rochester, NY 14606
www.gattiplumbing.com

AMERICAN
MASONRY & CHIMNEY

SERVICE
ALL MASONRY WORK

865-4170  663-7360

 “Our third generation 
 of caring service.”

Dominic A. DiPonzio
Christopher B. DiPonzio  

Joseph D. DiPonzio

219 SPENCERPRT RD. 
PH. 429-6700

Lung Cancer From Asbestos 
Exposure & Mesothelioma Law

Free in-home legal consultation.

585-703-5903
Elliott Stern Calabrese LLP

Rochester – Since 1960 
Attorney advertising

We will always take care of every detail, 
Because your comfort is what we strive for. 

When you need us, we’ll be here.
1411 Vintage Lane • Rochester, NY 

585-720-6000

Lawrence J. Schwind, Attorney
lschwind@lacykatzen.com

600 Bausch & Lomb Place • Rochester, NY 14604

1101-C English Road, Greece
585-225-2470
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ToptoBottomRochester.com

#1 IN REPAIRS

Ask yourself, is your repairman too
expensive, unreliable, unpredictable?

Since 1988

TOP TO BOTTOM
Expert Evaluation • Fully Insured

Free Estimates • Guaranteed 
Senior Discount 

Your Safest Choice

338-9865
For 24 Hour Emergencies, Call 764-8204

• Gutter Cleaning
• Roofing
• Chimney
• Gutters
• Masonry
• Siding
• Carpentry

• Insulation
• Snow & Ice
• Chimney Liners
• Basement Walls
 Painted/Repaired
• Water Proofed
• Doors, Etc.

30th Year Parish Sponsor Johnathon A. Geer

  “Committed in ProvidingYour Family With 
Economical & Healthy Living With Our Superior 

Insulation Solutions.”
585-626-0629 • www.coler.com
Call Now for our Recommendations

Locally Owned & Operated

This Space 
is Available

 A&J Tax, Inc.
 Accounting, Payroll, & Tax Services
 Joseph M. Hendrix
1225 Long Pond Road • Rochester, NY

585-227-4626
joe@ajtaxinc.com • www.ajtaxinc.com

• Residential
• Commercial
• Auto Glass
• Insurance Work

90 Bennington Drive • Rochester, NY 14616

(585) 621-3580
www.WeFixGlass.com

TOM MaGUIRE, INC.
Mike Reichert

COMPLETE TREE SERVICE
FULLY INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES

WINTER RATES

Ph: 225-9244 • 865-0336
54 Island Cottage Road
Rochester, NY 14612

Quality tree maintenance at affordable rates
(585) 732-0708

www.webertreeinc.com

Specializing 
in Ash Tree 

Assessment, 
Pruning and 

Removal

FARIS 
PHARMACY
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

SURGICAL SUPPLIES

DESIGNER GREETING
ALWAYS 50% OFF

663-6950
2050 LATTA ROAD

SERVING GREECE OVER 47 YEARS
WWW.FARISPHARMACY.COM

MR. FIX-IT
 • Roofs  • Roof Leaks
 • Rotted Wood Repairs
 • Chimney Repairs/Rebuilds
 • Home Repairs • Insulation

FULLY INSURED & LICENSED

585-266-ROOF
 (7663)

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT

FINANCING AVAILABLE
18 MONTHS SAME AS CASH

FUNERAL HOME LLC.
Family Owned & Operated

1118 Long Pond Road (South of Maiden Lane) 585-225-6350

www.arndtfuneralhome.com
RONALD JOHN ARNDT • SHARI L. ARNDT

HOME SERVICES LLC
Dan Layne • Owner, Parishioner

4359 Lake Avenue • Rochester, NY

OFFICE: 585-342-7533
FAX: 585-254-7634

ROOFING • GUTTERS  
SIDING • WINDOWS

Bring in this coupon & receive

$50 OFF
a complete pair of glasses

1260 Lyell Ave | Rochester, NY

(585) 254-0193
This coupon is for ONE-TIME USE ONLY. 

May be used on top of existing promotions. 
Some restrictions may apply, 

please ask store for more details.

Call me at 585-313-3756
michellecamp.kw.com

camp_michelle@yahoo.com

Michelle Camp 
Licensed Real Estate 

Salesperson

1770 LONG POND ROAD
ROCHESTER, NY 14606
Each office independently  

owned & operated

Contact James McGee to place an ad today! 
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429

“We know women!
They want clean carpets!”

585-589-1754 - www.burriscleaning.com


