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St John the Evangelist Church of Greece �

@StJohnGreece�

Visit www.StJohnGreece.org �
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Can you imagine being caught 

in the path of volcanic ash in 

some far away country in Italy’s 

Mount Etna? The sky is dark 

and threatening, the winds of 

dust are blowing and you want 

to get home or to your destina-

tion. How frightening it can be 

to feel completely helpless and 

fearful of circumstances beyond our control! 

Would anything seem normal? In this kind of           

situation we might not now how to keep our  

composure and instead become frantic and even 

start to  panic. We could blow our difficulties out 

of proportion. We could surrender and allow          

anguish and depression to overwhelm us. How�

ever, there is another choice: CONTEMPLATE. 

Ask for guidance and strength. Rather than                

throwing our hands up in despair, LIFT them in 

PRAYER. Jesus the sheep�gatekeeper will            

answer. He will provide COURAGE,                        

PATIENCE, and SUPPORT. Jesus helps us see 

the hidden secrets within our traumas and the 

promised blessings yet to come. Ask yourself, 

what lesson am I learning from this? Even if it is 

a difficult lesson, consider what it has taught you 

and how much you have grown.�

This is what is happening during the Easter           

Season; we, like the Apostles, have seen the             

resurrected Christ, struggle to grasp his presence 

in our lives. Like the Apostles who did not trust �

From the Desk of Father It is, I, the Shepherd�

what they were seeing, we fail to 

trust in the midst of a storm that 

shakes our faith because we are 

afraid to believe that Jesus our 

Good Shepherd could get us to 

shore safely.�

Many times we react in a way 

that may seem to show that we 

have been saved by the Christ�

Light at Easter, then life’s terrible experiences 

have the triple whammy effect of pain, worry, and 

self�doubt. They can leave us feeling desolate and 

wondering if we will ever see the Christ�Light. 

We sometimes feel that Jesus is far away and that 

we are in the dark space without any light to 

guide us, but with faith, we know that  Jesus the 

Good Shepherd is always present and will  help 

us in times of trouble. He is always with us even 

if we are not aware of his presence.�

How often do we rely on Jesus and put our trust 

in him? Some of us CALL on Jesus when a                

situation is so dire that we finally give us all other 

remedies and ask him to lead us out of darkness. 

Those who call on Jesus only as a last resort miss 

out on so much. When we recognize that he is  

always present in our lives, we  can be more 

peaceful and often more fulfilled. Let us live now 

glorifying God in all we do so that 

one day we may inherit eternal life.�

Peace and love to all. God Bless. �

Loving God, the provider of all our needs, we, your 

faithful people, ask that you bless this parish and our 

Diocese with an increase of men and women for 

priestly and committed ministry.�

Provide from among us those who will lead and work 

with us in priestly and consecrated service.�

As you call, so may you also provide the context for              

listening so that they may respond with generosity 

and joy.�

Form our hearts so that we may be a people given to 

Gospel living and generous for Christian service.�

Help us all to discern and pursue our vocation in life�

with strength and courage, making of us a priestly 

people.�

We ask this through Jesus Christ, Your Son, the priest 

and servant of our hearts. Amen.�



Why do we do that? Catholic Life Explained �

Daily Prayer Versus Mass?�

Question: �

I have a friend who says she doesn’t need to attend Mass 

because she prays to God every day. What are your 

thoughts on this justification?�

Answer:�

If the only reason for going to church were to talk to God, 

your friend might be right. Prayer is not something limited 

to a physical place or even a holy place. If the sole purpose 

of the Church were 

prayer, it would be a 

narrow purpose             

indeed. The Church is 

a community of believers, formed by “one Lord, one faith, 

one Baptism.” It is an outward sign of our faith in God  

instituted by Christ, and the purpose of the Church is to 

give us grace, that is, a share in God’s life.�

Coming to Mass is not really for God’s sake, but for ours. 

If we believe that Jesus is truly present in the holy                        

Eucharist, then we will want to be in his presence. We will 

want to be fed by him. Our daily prayer and good works 

are strengthened by our authentic encounter with our Lord. 

For Catholics, it is at Mass that we celebrate the source and 

summit of our faith. If this is true, why would we ever                

stay away?                                                                    ©LPi�

Coming to Mass is not really 

for God’s sake, but for ours. �
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This Week’s Schedule�

Our Church is Open for Private Prayer�

Here at St. John’s, our church is open on Monday, 

Wednesday, and Friday from 9:00 AM till noon (this, 

of course, is subject to change if new directives are 

made).�We certainly ask anyone who is sick/not            

feeling well that you not come to church in an effort 

to avoid the possibility of making others sick.�You 

will enter through the center doors of church (the            

other doors will remain locked).�There is hand              

sanitizer available when you enter and everyone is 

asked to use it upon entering.�We ask that everyone be 

very conscious of social distancing�please stay at 

least 6 feet apart when in church.�Let each of us        

remember this time is set aside for private prayer and 

to be respectful of each other, we ask that there be no 

socializing in church�just social distancing. You will 

find our church bulle�n available for you. �

Masses for the Week�May 4�10�

MONDAY, May 4 Easter Weekday

8:15 AM + Betty Pierce �

                   by Don & Bev Frank�

TUESDAY, May 5 Easter Weekday�

8:15 AM + Ernie Giordano �

�   by Elaine & Ray Niedzila�

WEDNESDAY, May 6 Easter Weekday�

8:15 AM + Jerry Madalena �

�   by Dennis & Cindy McCain�

THURSDAY, May 7 Easter Weekday�

FRIDAY, May 8 Easter Weekday�

8:15 AM + Anthony Lukacko�

�������������������� by Family�   �

SATURDAY, May 9 Easter Weekday�

4:00 PM + Jean�Paul Leger�

�   by Wife Pauline & Children�

SUNDAY, May 10 Mother’s Day �

8:00 AM + Jane W. Herrmann�

                    by The Waters Family�

10:00 AM + Jeannette Wahl �

                     by The DeConinck Family�

Please keep the following ordained in your 

prayers this week. �

May 3� May 4� May 5� May 6� May 7� May 8� May 9�

� � � � � � �

Congratulations�    �

Fr Steve Kraus �

as you celebrate the 45th 

Anniversary of your             

Priesthood Ordination next 

Saturday, May 9, 2020.�Due to the ongoing                 

Coronavirus pandemic, we are disappointed we cannot        

celebrate this milestone with you in person here at our          

beloved St. John’s but nonetheless we celebrate with you  

in spirit with no social distancing necessary!���

Fr. Steve, we are blessed by all you do for us here at                

St. John’s in addition to all you have done and all those you 

have served these past 45 years throughout our diocese. We 

look forward to better days ahead when we can gather once 

again as a community of faith to give praise and thanks�

giving to God including our gratitude for you.��May God 

bless you with good health and happiness and once again, 

HAPPY 45

th

�ANNIVERSARY from Fr. Peter, Deacon 

Bob, Deacon Ed, and all of us here at St. John’s in Greece. �

45�
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Compassionate and Loving Father, in the face of                     

confusion and concern, impart to us the calm of Your 

presence. In You, allow us to find hope and healing.�

Be with those who lead and give them Your spirit of         

wisdom. Be with those who have fallen ill and give 

them Your comforting heart. Wrap Your arms 

around our world, and hold us in Your love. Allow us 

at this time of trial to then serve as instruments of 

that love to all we meet. We ask this in Your name.�

                                                    Amen.�

ALL THOSE AFFECTED BY THE CORONAVIRUS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD�

Reflect and Respond �

First Reading�

Luke tells us that Peter often testified:                                 

“Save yourself from this corrupt generation.”                                                                      

How is this message still applicable today?�

Second Reading�

Peter asserts that the virtue of patience in one’s                 

suffering is a grace from God because Jesus modeled 

patient suffering.                                                                     

How does the exercise of this spiritual disposition 

help bring peace of mind?�

Gospel Reading�

Using the metaphor of sheep and gatekeeper, Jesus 

teaches his disciples the importance of remaining 

focused on his voice.                                                                                                        

Why do you think people are so easily distracted 

from other voices?                                               ©LPi �

Call on Mary, �

for her name means �

“Star of the sea, the North Star �

which guides the ships of our souls �

during the voyage of this life,” and 

she will guide you to the harbor �

of eternal salvation.�

St Louis de Montfort�

Our Annual Parish Day of Caring�               

With a Twist! �

All are invited�please bring your rakes and gloves, and 

yes, your mask, as we will be gathering, albeit a socially 

distanced gathering, for our Annual Parish Day of Caring 

on�Saturday, May 16, 2020, from 10:00 AM until                 

1:00 PM.�The focus of this day will be raking leaves along 

the fence lines of our parish property.�Since we will be  

outdoors, we will be able to distance ourselves from each 

other quite easily and having our masks on will also help.�

Water will be available along with a socially distanced hot 

dog lunch! We do hope you will take part�it will be nice 

to see each other.�To help plan for this day and for more 

information, please contact Ray Parsons (parishioner) at 

764�9974 or rparsons3887@gmail.com, or Marcia at the 

Parish Office (between 9:00 AM and 1:00 PM) at 225�8980 

or gstjohnt@dor.org.�
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Encouraging Deeper 

Understanding of 

Scripture �

With whom do we converse 

and listen to the most?            

Believe it or not, the answer 

is ourselves. We are constant-

ly having conversations with 

ourselves, and sometimes we 

even get caught! Our inner 

conversations reveal the truth 

about ourselves. We really 

cannot hide from ourselves, 

although we often pretend we 

can. By conversing with our-

selves, we find solutions to our chal-

lenges, problem solve, work through 

our relationships, formulate opinions, 

run through dress rehearsals of possible 

conversations, and wrestle with and    

determine our system of priorities and values. What other 

voices affect the conversations we have with ourselves?�

Often, voices from our past continue to haunt us. These 

voices cause us to mistrust our judgment, harbor anger, 

and cling to our fears of rejection, failure, being wrong, 

and the like. It is in these inner conversations that we face 

what holds us captive � our limitations, weaknesses,           

sinfulness, and stubborn ego preoccupations. We often go 

about our lives putting out one fire or another, keeping 

ourselves preoccupied and busy, and trying to stay on top 

of things. Intentionally or  unintentionally, we find �

ourselves wandering off. We 

turn around and can no longer 

see our home. We look down 

at our feet and realize we have 

lost our anchor. Feeling 

scared, out of place, desolate, 

unsettled, and lonely, we              

realize that we are lost.�

We listened to the wrong 

voices! In the midst of every-

thing competing for our             

attention, the voice of the One 

who could truly call us home 

got muffled. We didn’t hear it. 

As our inner dialogues contin-

ue to play out, the one voice we need to 

consult � even before our own � is 

God’s. He is the Good Shepherd who 

can keep us safely where we need to be. 

As we graze through the stuff of our 

lives, we must constantly remember to look up, be               

attentive, and stay focused. Our habits of prayer are the 

only thing that can properly root us and keep us grounded. 

Contemplating God’s presence and developing an inner 

awareness of love incarnate, we will then find ourselves 

praying unceasingly as the days and nights and the ebbs 

and flows of our of lives unfold. Suddenly, the inner           

conversations we are constantly having are no longer just 

with ourselves or with voices that can lead us astray but 

with the Trinity, who desperately wants us to stay home.                       

©LPi�

the one voice we need to consult 

� even before our own �           

is God’s�
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�Tabernacle I Living &Deceased Benefactors  �

                         of St. John’s�

�Tabernacle II Deceased from Coronavirus �

�Marian I  The Intentions of St. John’s�

�Marian II  All Souls�

This Week’s Sanctuary Candles burn for�

Online Giving�

You can make your weekly, monthly, annual and one�time 

donations from your checking or savings account, or by using 

a credit or debit card, electronically, from your own comput-

er.�We use a product from a company that we have been with 

for a long time and has a long history of working with parish-

es around the country. It is easy, safe and secure! A link to 

Online Giving can be found at our Parish Home Page 

www.stjohngreece.org.�

Don’t hesitate to contact the Parish              

Office, 225�8980 for details or                     

assistance with Online Giving.�

�

With sincere gratitude, Fr. Peter thanks all who continue 

with their financial assistance in support of the many 

needs in our parish.�

BLESSINGS OF FINANCIAL �

April 18/19                         ATTENDANCE…….0�

BUDGETED Sunday Offering………...…..…�$   9,706.00�

SUNDAY Offering………………………..….�$   6,042.00�

ONLINE Giving…………………………..…..�$   3,061.00�

TOTAL Sunday Offering…………………..…�$   9,103.00�

SHORTAGE for SUNDAY OFFERING……($     603.00)�

The Diocesan Catholic Ministries �

Appeal Continues�

The goal for St. John’s is $87,757�

As of Monday, March 23, 361 households have pledged 

$79,926.10 taking us to 91.08% of our Goal. �

We are so thankful to the households who have pledged to 

date. In an effort to reach our parish goal, we need the           

support of ALL households who have not yet pledged, 

so please do so very soon. Remember to write “039�St. 

John’s Greece” in the memo section of your check!�

Mark Klotzbach Husband of Louise Klotzbach�

Eileen Leary Mother of Kevin Leary�

Victor Scarpulla Husband of Angela Scarpulla�

2nd Collection�April 18/19�

Capital Improvement…………..……………..�$   1,348.00�

ONLINE Giving…………………………..…..�$   1,075.00�

TOTAL Capital Improvement………………� $   2,243.00�

Drive�In Drop�Off            

Food Collection�

THIS Thursday, May 7                   

10:00 AM ‘til 2:00 PM�

One Vince Tofany Blvd          

The Greece Town Hall�

Over the past 6 weeks Greece Ecumenical Food Shelf have 

seen quite an increase in requests for assistance � many 

from people who have not previously requested food. 

Since church services are canceled and organizations are 

not meeting, food donations are down and our shelves are 

getting bare. To help us restock, we are partnering with 

Supervisor Bill Reilich and the Greece Town Board and 

holding a Drive�In Drop�Off food collection.�It will be a 

no contact event � donors are asked to bring items in bags 

or boxes and drop them off at the designated area. Our  

volunteers will then pick up the food and take it into the 

building.�To help ensure everyone's safety, we are request-

ing that everyone wear a face mask and maintain at least a 

6’ distance. Financial donations are also being accepted so 

that perishable goods can be purchased.�We will have         

envelopes available as well as receipts that can be filled 

out if necessary. �

Items especially needed: chunky soup; rice; cold cereal; canned 

tuna & chicken;�canned vegetables and fruit; pasta sauce and dry 

pasta; peanut butter; canned stew, chili, or pasta; instant mashed 

potatoes; and shelf�stable milk. Regular size cans and packages 

(rather than large or family�size) are most needed. �

Amy Peritsky, Chairperson, Greece Ecumenical Food Shelf�
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Complete Residential & Commercial Plumbing Services

24 Hour Emergency Service

426.5068

MASTER 
LICENSED 
PLUMBER #240

441-A Elmgrove Rd • Rochester, NY 14606
www.gattiplumbing.com

AMERICAN
MASONRY & CHIMNEY

SERVICE
ALL MASONRY WORK

865-4170  663-7360

 “Our third generation 
 of caring service.”

Dominic A. DiPonzio
Christopher B. DiPonzio  

Joseph D. DiPonzio

219 SPENCERPRT RD. 
PH. 429-6700

Lung Cancer From Asbestos 
Exposure & Mesothelioma Law

Free in-home legal consultation.

585-703-5903
Elliott Stern Calabrese LLP

Rochester – Since 1960 
Attorney advertising

We will always take care of every detail, 
Because your comfort is what we strive for. 

When you need us, we’ll be here.
1411 Vintage Lane • Rochester, NY 

585-720-6000

Lawrence J. Schwind, Attorney
lschwind@lacykatzen.com

600 Bausch & Lomb Place • Rochester, NY 14604

1101-C English Road, Greece
585-225-2470
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ToptoBottomRochester.com

#1 IN REPAIRS

Ask yourself, is your repairman too
expensive, unreliable, unpredictable?

Since 1988

TOP TO BOTTOM
Expert Evaluation • Fully Insured

Free Estimates • Guaranteed 
Senior Discount 

Your Safest Choice

338-9865
For 24 Hour Emergencies, Call 764-8204

• Gutter Cleaning
• Roofing
• Chimney
• Gutters
• Masonry
• Siding
• Carpentry

• Insulation
• Snow & Ice
• Chimney Liners
• Basement Walls
 Painted/Repaired
• Water Proofed
• Doors, Etc.

30th Year Parish Sponsor Johnathon A. Geer

  “Committed in ProvidingYour Family With 
Economical & Healthy Living With Our Superior 

Insulation Solutions.”
585-626-0629 • www.coler.com
Call Now for our Recommendations

Locally Owned & Operated

This Space 
is Available

 A&J Tax, Inc.
 Accounting, Payroll, & Tax Services
 Joseph M. Hendrix
1225 Long Pond Road • Rochester, NY

585-227-4626
joe@ajtaxinc.com • www.ajtaxinc.com

• Residential
• Commercial
• Auto Glass
• Insurance Work

90 Bennington Drive • Rochester, NY 14616

(585) 621-3580
www.WeFixGlass.com

TOM MaGUIRE, INC.
Mike Reichert

COMPLETE TREE SERVICE
FULLY INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES

WINTER RATES

Ph: 225-9244 • 865-0336
54 Island Cottage Road
Rochester, NY 14612

Quality tree maintenance at affordable rates
(585) 732-0708

www.webertreeinc.com

Specializing 
in Ash Tree 

Assessment, 
Pruning and 

Removal

FARIS 
PHARMACY
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

SURGICAL SUPPLIES

DESIGNER GREETING
ALWAYS 50% OFF

663-6950
2050 LATTA ROAD

SERVING GREECE OVER 47 YEARS
WWW.FARISPHARMACY.COM

MR. FIX-IT
 • Roofs  • Roof Leaks
 • Rotted Wood Repairs
 • Chimney Repairs/Rebuilds
 • Home Repairs • Insulation

FULLY INSURED & LICENSED

585-266-ROOF
 (7663)

10% SENIOR DISCOUNT

FINANCING AVAILABLE
18 MONTHS SAME AS CASH

FUNERAL HOME LLC.
Family Owned & Operated

1118 Long Pond Road (South of Maiden Lane) 585-225-6350

www.arndtfuneralhome.com
RONALD JOHN ARNDT • SHARI L. ARNDT

HOME SERVICES LLC
Dan Layne • Owner, Parishioner

4359 Lake Avenue • Rochester, NY

OFFICE: 585-342-7533
FAX: 585-254-7634

ROOFING • GUTTERS  
SIDING • WINDOWS

Bring in this coupon & receive

$50 OFF
a complete pair of glasses

1260 Lyell Ave | Rochester, NY

(585) 254-0193
This coupon is for ONE-TIME USE ONLY. 

May be used on top of existing promotions. 
Some restrictions may apply, 

please ask store for more details.

Call me at 585-313-3756
michellecamp.kw.com

camp_michelle@yahoo.com

Michelle Camp 
Licensed Real Estate 

Salesperson

1770 LONG POND ROAD
ROCHESTER, NY 14606
Each office independently  

owned & operated

Contact James McGee to place an ad today! 
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429

“We know women!
They want clean carpets!”

585-589-1754 - www.burriscleaning.com


