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CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST

Saturday Evening: 4:00 PM

Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM

Holy Days: As announced in bulletin

Weekdays: Monday—Wednesday & Friday 8:15 AM

CONFESSIONS By Appointment Only. Please contact the
Parish Office 225-8980.

BApTtisms For parishioners requesting Baptism for their
child, we encourage you to please contact the Parish
Office at (585) 225-8980 before the birth of your child to
prepare for the Sacrament of Baptism .

MARRIAGE Arrangements for the Sacrament of Marriage
must be made at least SIX MONTHS in advance. Call the
Parish Office at 225-8980.

PRAYER LINE When prayers are needed for yourself or
others contact Nick Lippa 227-0549.

DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS

n the Evangelist Greecg

September 12, 2021

2400 West Ridge Road
Rochester, New York 14626

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MISSION STATEMENT

As disciples of Jesus Christ serving on the Parish Pastoral
Council, we collaborate with the Pastor and Staff inviting the
people of St. John the Evangelist Church to joyfully celebrate
the Eucharist, faithfully teach Catholic tradition, and
fervently form Catholic spirituality, so that together we may
go forth in love to serve the Lord and each other.
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Pastor: Rev. Peter Senior Assistant Priest:
Enyan-Boadu - 225-8980 Rev. Stephen Kraus
Deacon, Senior Status: Pastoral Minister:
Robert Burke - 732-3080 Tod Simone— 225-8980

Deacon: Faith Formation Coordinator:
Elmer Smith - 230-3074  Cristyn Simone

Director, Music Ministry:  261-0831
Consuelo De Los Santos Secretary:

225-8980 Marcia Parsons - 225-8980
Finance Director: Business Office:
Daniel Leitten - 225-8980 e Spurrier - 225-8980

Parish Pastoral Council Chair: Bob Gotham 470-9757

Parish Office hours: Monday-Wednesday & Friday:
9-Noon and 1:30-5 PM; Thursday: 9-Noon

Fax: 585-723-9825 E-mail: gstjohnt@dor.org

Visit www.StJohnGreece.org Follow us ons@@StJohnGreece
Find us on 3 St John the Evangelist Church of Greece
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Welcome!

If you are new in the parish, we invite you to become a member of our faith community where we come together to
worship the Lord and celebrate the Eucharist. We want to get to know you and recognize there are some challenges in

September 12, 2021

doing so during Covid-19, however, if you can introduce yourself after Mass, we will be grateful. Please know that
your prayers, your presence, and support of our beloved St. John’s Church are appreciated. Please call or e-mail the
Parish Office for registration assistance. You will find contact information on the front cover of the bulletin.

Carrying the Cross and
Reaching Out

Sometimes in Scriptures we come
across certain passages that are as
relevant and practical in our lives
today as they were thousands of
years ago when they were first
written, like 1 Corinthians 4:6b-15.
These passages sometimes remind us that as
faithful Christians it is our responsibility to reach
out to our not-so faithful sisters and brothers and
bring them back to the fold.

As we celebrate the Feast of the Exaltation of the
Cross this Tuesday, September 14, I wonder how
we can lift high the cross of Christ and carry it on
to bring our sisters and brothers into the fold.
They are our family and they are us.

A young lady, Gretchen, strayed from the church
as a teenager. After tens years of experimenting
with atheism, Spiritism, and new age, she found
her way back to the Catholic Church by the grace
of God. Relating her story to me, Gretchen said
what hurt her the most in all her nearly ten years
of spiritual exile, was that nobody in the Church
missed her. Nobody phoned or visited to find out
what was wrong. “I got the impression that the
church does not want me,” she said. Of course the
Church wants her, but the question today is: what
are we doing to help the many men and women in
her situation find their way back into full
communion with the Church?

Please keep the following ordained in your
prayers this week.

Sept 12 Sept 13 Sept 14  Sept 15 Sept 16  Sept 17  Sept 18

Edward William
Golden  Graf

Daniel ~ Joseph  John All Frederick
Holland  Hart Hayes Deacons  Helfrich

"THE CROSS
IS STEADY
WHILE THE

WORLD IS
TURN’NG."

Tuesday’s Feast of the Cross invites
us to review our / don’t care
attitude toward fallen and lax
members of the Church, reminding
us that yes, it should be our
business as baptized disciples of

- Jesus to reach out to them. By so

" doing, we exalt the cross of Christ.
We have been invited to get involved in our
Church. We should take the invitation seriously
and try to step up to the plate. In a very small
way, we too can start by inviting one another to
share in our story of St John’s. We have been
blessed by the sacrifices of others and it is our
turn to give back. In the letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians that I mentioned earlier, Paul writes
not to boast or to shame the Corinthians, but to
call on them to humbly acknowledge these
blessings that God has brought them through
others. St Paul’s example and words challenge to
the people of Corinth are extended to us. We
need to grow our St John’s family. As Catholics,
we’re encouraged to follow the examples of the
Apostles and other holy men and women by
embracing the life of Christ as our own, including
a firm resolve to sacrifice in order that others
may receive the gift of faith and
salvation.

Peace and love to all,
Father Peter

2 Baby Formula

g;*\(_{%_ . and Diaper Drive
7 B Next weekend, September 18/19 is the last
weekend of the Knights of Columbus baby formula and
diaper drive. Preferred formula brands are Enfamil and
Wegmans. Diaper sizes 4 and 5 are in the most demand.
Please place all donations in the totes placed near the
center entrances of the church. All collections will go to
the Focus Pregnancy Help Center to help support women
who have chosen life for their babies.
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Masses for the Week—Sept 13—19

MONDAY, September 13 St Jo/n Chrysostom
8:15 AM + Gilbert DeGrave
by Maria Baratta

TUESDAY, September 14 Exaltation of the Cross
8:15 AM + Rev. Winfried Kellner
by Fr. Peter

WEDNESDAY, September 15 Our Lady of Sorrows
8:15 AM  Bruce Edward Marvin—Iliving
by Marvin Family

THURSDAY, Sept 16 Sts Cornelius & Cyprian

FRIDAY, September 17 St Robert Bellarmine
8:15 AM + Gail Brumbaugh
by Sisters

SATURDAY, September 18 Weekday
4:00 PM + Elaine Delaney
by Son, Tom & Elaine

SUNDAY, Sept 19 25th Sunday of Ordinary Time
8:00 AM + For the People
10:00 AM + Jean Mertens

by Family

Wills/Bequests/Memorials—
Please Remember St. John the Evangelist Parish

EIATRIOIN
R

Lift High the Cross

On Tuesday, September 14, 2021, the Church
celebrates the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.
Please join us as Fr. Peter celebrates the 8:15 AM
morning Mass. An actual relic of the Wood of the Irue
Cross of Christ founded by St. Helena almost
1,700 years ago will be on display.

Following Mass there will be a period of
time, up until 9:30 AM, for us to venerate
this Holy Relic. Please join us for the

Celebration of the Holy Eucharist on this
feast day and avail yourself to be in the presence
of this Holy Relic enjoining our own crosses in
life to the True Cross of Christ.
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This Week’s Schedule

SUNDAY, September 12
11:00 AM Parent Meeting for Faith Formation in Church
11:15 AM Baptism Class in Parish Center

MONDAY, September 13

9:00 AM Bible Study in Parish Center

5:30 PM Liturgy Meeting in Parish Center

7:00 PM Parish Pastoral Council Mtg in Parish Center

TUESDAY, September 14
6:00 PM ChristLife in Parish Center

SUNDAY, September 19
9:00 AM Faith Formation Class in Parish Center

AREMEMBER

September 11, 2001

The 9/11 Prayer of Remembrance and Hope:
Dear God, we remember before you today those whose
lives were lost in the catastrophic events of September 11,
2001, and for all those whom we love but no longer see.
We give thanks to you for the selfless courage of those
brave souls who ran into burning buildings and who
labored in the rubble; may their courage be to us a wit-
ness of what is possible when we are guided by love and
dedication to our fellow human beings.

We pray today for the continued healing of all those
suffering emotional and physical scars. May your spirit
breathe new breath into clouded lungs, new life into
troubled minds, and new warmth into broken hearts, so
that all may feel wrapped in your loving embrace. May
we move from suffering to hope, from brokenness to
wholeness, from anxiety to courage, from death to life,
[from fear to love, and from despair to hope.

Guide our feet into the way of peace. Inspire us with hope
in the gift of shalom and salaam. May we receive this gift,
so that we might become instruments of your peace in
this world, knowing all people as equally loved, lovingly
created, children of God.

Amen. jesuitresource.org
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Sunday, September 12 24th Sunday of Ordinary Time

First Reading Is 50:5-9a

The Lord GOD opens my ear that [ may hear;

and I have not rebelled, have not turned back.

I gave my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to

those who plucked my beard; my face I did not shield
from buffets and spitting.

The Lord GOD is my help, therefore I am not disgraced;
I have set my face like flint,

knowing that I shall not be put to shame.
He is near who upholds my right;

if anyone wishes to oppose me, let us appear together.

Who disputes my right? Let that man confront me.
See, the Lord GOD is my help; who will prove me
wrong?

before . .

s
l

Responsorial Psalm Ps 116:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9
R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.
I love the LORD because he has heard

my voice in supplication,
Because he has inclined his ear to me the day I called.
R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.
The cords of death encompassed me;

the snares of the netherworld seized upon me;

I fell into distress and sorrow,
And I called upon the name of the LORD,

“O LORD, save my life!”
R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.
Gracious is the LORD and just; yes, our God is merciful.
The LORD keeps the little ones;

I was brought low, and he saved me.
R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.
For he has freed my soul from death,

my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.
I shall walk before the LORD in the land of the living.

R. I will walk before the Lord, in the land of the living.

Second Reading Jas 2:14-18

What good is it, my brothers and sisters,

if someone says he has faith but does not have works?
Can that faith save him?

If a brother or sister has nothing to wear and has no
food for the day, and one of you says to them,

“Go in peace, keep warm, and eat well,

but you do not give them the necessities of the body,
what good is it?

So also faith of itself, if it does not have works, is dead.
Indeed someone might say,

“You have faith and I have works.”

Demonstrate your faith to me without works,

and I will demonstrate my faith to you from my works.

Alleluia Gal 6:14
R. Alleluia, Alleluia.

May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord
through which the world has been crucified to me and I to
the world.

R. Alleluia, Alleluia.

Gospel Mk 8:27-35

Jesus and his disciples set out for the villages of
Caesarea Philippi. Along the way he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say that [ am?”

They said in reply, “John the Baptist, others Elijah,

still others one of the prophets.”

And he asked them, “But who do you say that [ am?”
Peter said to him in reply,

“You are the Christ.”

Then he warned them not to tell anyone about him.

He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer
greatly and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests,
and the scribes, and be killed, and rise after three days.
He spoke this openly.

Then Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.

At this he turned around and, looking at his disciples,
rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan. You are
thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.”

He summoned the crowd with his disciples and said to
them, “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny
himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever
wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his
life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it.”

An Act of Spiritual Communion My Jesus, | believe that
You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You
above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since | cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart. [ embrace You as if
You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
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Encouraging

Deeper Understanding of Scripture
September 12, 2021

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

We need to get our bearings straight and properly lay life’s
cornerstone. Otherwise, the rest of our journey will be
skewed, and our judgment clouded. We can recall Jesus’
famous rebuke of Peter, “You are thinking not as God
does, but as human beings do.” Even he, as one of Jesus’
closest friends struggles with understanding things and
grasping the big picture. Pierre Teilhard de Chardin (1881-
1955) a renowned and learned French Jesuit priest often
has these words attributed to him: “We are not human
beings having a spiritual experience. We are spiritual
beings having a human experience.” Whether they were
actually from his lips, they certainly mimic his thought.
These wise words orient us and capture the essence of who
we really are.

Many people consider spirituality an option. It is no
wonder that they come to this conclusion when they
predominantly define themselves using human terms and
concepts. Immersed in this world view, they struggle
finding any semblance of God because God does not work
according to human expectations! This is especially true
when suffering and death enter life’s picture. If we are only
human beings having a spiritual experience, then we
wrongly expect our spirituality to serve us as we desire.
The human expectation is that my spiritual life is some-
thing that is useful in avoiding pain, hardship, and death,
not something that gives the courage to live through it!

So, when we protest and get upset with God because our
journey is becoming difficult, painful, treacherous,
disappointing, and even pointing us toward death, Jesus
rebukes us as he did Peter and gently reminds us how to
see. It is God who inspires and opens hearts to see truth
and beauty. In God, the true meaning of things is under-
stood, and we receive a depth of insight and understanding
that is not found following purely human paths. It is not
our task to understand God, as God is beyond human
understanding. Ours is the joyful privilege of simply
resting in God’s presence simply because God is God and
we are who we are. As spiritual beings having an exciting
and adventurous human experience, it is in our DNA to do
so. Through prayer we can let go and let be. This is how
we lose our lives but then save them. ©LPi
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Employment Opportunity
Part-time Maintenance Position

We are in need of someone to perform light
maintenance around St. John the Evangelist
Church, parish center, and parish office/rectory
when it snows. This person would be responsible for
maintaining our walkways in addition to the plowing
company we use to clear our parking lot; Performing
minor maintenance of the rectory, church and/or
other church buildings. Accomplishing this by doing
light carpentry work and minor repair work on the
facilities as needed; Providing other general
assistance as needed through the setting up chairs,
tables in the facilities as requested, hauling and
moving items, and picking up parts to other
equipment as requested by staff. This individual
would need to be here before every weekday and
weekend Mass, meeting, and activity that is taking
place when/if snow is falling.

Qualifications: Required Education/Experience

o High School Diploma with at least 2 years of
responsible experience

o Possession of a valid, clean New York State
driver’s license

Desired SKkills & Qualifications

e Must have knowledge and experience with safety
procedures, maintenance, and use of a snow
blower and salt

e Must be ambulatory and possess physical strength
enough to lift, move and carry heavy items
throughout the day.

o Ability to understand and follow oral and written
instructions.

o Ability to provide own transport for job-related
responsibilities.

e On call availability for emergencies

Interested candidates should contact Rev. Peter

Enyan-Boadu at 2400 West Ridge Road, Roches-

ter, NY 14626 or by e-mail at gstjohnt@dor.org

or by phone at (585) 225-8980.

National Day of
Remembrance for

' Aborted Children

18 at 10:00 AM

St. Thomas the Apostle Church (St. Kateri)

4536 St. Paul Blvd, Rochester, NY 14617

Plan to attend a solemn memorial service with prayer, soft music
and guest speakers. This event will be held outside at the abortion
memorial site and will take place rain or shine. We will have
access public restrooms. Bring a chair and/or umbrella as needed.

Visit http.//abortionmemorials.com/
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Ellen Lipani Wife of George Lipani
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This Week’s Sanctuary Candles burn for

T Tabernacle | Andrew Oliveri

T Tabernacle I Victims of 9-11-01

Marian I Deceased Members of US Military
TMarian Il Deceased First Responders

BLESSINGS OF FINANCIAL
wSjewardship

Due to an early bulletin deadline, the Mass attendance
and contributions for September 4/5 will be posted in our
September 18/19 bulletin.

Women’s Guild $3 dues collected this month.

Special Collections
NEXT Week, September 19 Human Development

Online Giving

You can make your weekly, monthly,
Online annual, and one-time donations from

Giving YOS checking or savings account, or
by using a credit or debit card,
electromcally, from your own computer. It is easy, safe and
secure! A link to Online Giving can be found at our Parish
Home Page www.stjohngreece.org.

Don’t hesitate to contact the Parish Office, 225-8980 for
details or assistance with Online Giving.

All Those Affected by the Coronavirus throughout the World

74
HE R

Monthly Public Rosary

The Fatima Rosary, said on the 13 of each month, May
thru October is resuming for two months this year,

SARY

September and October and in 2022 from May to October.

Location is the corner of Latta and Long Pond roads,
M&T bank corner. If the 13 falls on a week day, we will

meet at 6:00 PM, if it falls on a weekend we meet at noon.

We pray the Rosary and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.
All are welcomed. Bring a chair if needed.

,{}; lak/tcage
= '
11. Jeffrey Burcham and Marissa Egan

Stewardship

Can You Walk the Walk?

I’ve met and talked with enough people to feel confident
that if you polled 100 fallen-away Catholics about why
they didn’t want anything to do with the Church, the
term “accountability” would pop up in almost all of their
answers.

And to be fair, a lack of accountability isn’t just a
Catholic problem. Talking the talk but not walking the
walk has been a shortcoming handed down throughout
the ages, across all creeds and nationalities.

Loving our neighbor, welcoming the stranger, clothing
the naked, feeding the poor — it all sounds fantastic,
especially when we’re the ones saying it. But the doing
— well, that’s a different story, isn’t it? We would do
well to remember that Christ calls one of his best friends

) “Satan” when Peter tries to
God has a destiny for  convince Jesus to stray from
you... He’s asking you his destiny.

to be open to it. Have you ever been called

Satan by one of your good
buddies? I’ll bet it’s not a great feeling. But think about
what Peter was doing. He had just said, “You are the
Christ.” And now, mere moments later, he’s saying:
“Don’t say these things. Don’t say you’re going to suffer.
Don’t say you’ll be killed.”

He was telling Christ to squander what the Lord had
given him. He was telling him that having faith was fine,
but being faithful? It’s just a little too hard. God has a
destiny for you, too, and He’s asking you to be open to it.
Maybe it’s not in your comfort zone. Maybe you don’t
think you can do it.

Lord, give us faith — but help us, also, to do the work.
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi



