THE HOLY FAMILY
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He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was
obedient to them; and his mother kept all these things in her
heart. And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and favor
before God and man. - Lk 2:51-52

Excarpts from the Lectionary for Maaz ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.




December 26, 2021 » The Holy Family » Year C

Just Like a Normal Family

This Week's Readings at Mass

» 1 5amuel 1:20-22, 24-28 - Samuel’s hirth

» 1John 3:1-2,21-24 - We are children of God
» Luke 2:41-52 - The boy Jesus in the Temple

e B e

With the story of Jesus' birth still fresh in our minds
on this first Sunday after Christmas, the church uses
the opportunity to celebrate the Feast of the Holy
Family with all of the readings focused on families.

It is fitting that the Gospel reading gives us a glimpse
into the less-than-perfect nuclear family of Jesus,
Mary, and Joseph. It offers a good reminder that even
though they are holy, that doesn’t mean their family
life was idyllic all the time.

As Catholics, we believe that Mary was conceived
without sin (the Immaculate Conception) and that
Jesus was sinless, Joseph was a regular guy like the
rest of us. Still, living in a family is hard at times,
whether your family is 2/3 sinless or not. When
people live in close
quarters, and there
is stress about food,
housing, travel,
childcare, and ex-
tended family ("who
was supposed to be
watching Jesus, any-

way?"}, it's normal for
frustration and impa-
tience to flare, Factor
in a budding teenager
who is pushing for
greater independence
and parents who don't
fully understand their
son and you have a sto-
ry like we hear today.

Mary and Josephs feel-
ings of anxiety and guilt at
the end of their journey—
and their frustration with
Jesus after they found him—
weren t sinful. Neither was Jesus’
exasperated response, which he very
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“We are God’s children now;
.. we ghall be lke him "

Sheepish Question:

Recognizing my own shorfcomings, how can L
strengthen--and be strengthed by--God's
haly family?

well may have delivered with an eye-roll: “Did you
not know that T must be in my Father’s house?” After
all, Jesus was fully human, and he had to go through
the same process of growing up as any child does, He
wasn't born knowing how to walk or talk. His parents
had to teach him his manners and ask him to help
with chores. Just like he would have experienced the
“terrible twos,” he had to go through puberty with
all it's complexities and identity conflicts. It's no
wonder, then, that at the end of a long family trip
with a 12-year-old, the “holy family” had a "regu-
lar family” moment,

Questions of the Week

1 What stands out for you most in this Gospel
“ passage? Whyt

'/-E\\J As Christians, we believe that |esus was both
2/ fully human and fully divine. Does this story
of the 12-year-old Jesus emphasize his humanity or
divinity more for you? Which do you tend to relate to
more when you think of him and pray to him?

Word of the Week « Capyright © 2021 Ann Naffziger. Published by the
Pastoral Center / PastoralCenter.com. All rights reserved,



MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, December 25th—The Nativity of the Lord

8:30 a.m. St. Leo’s—Susan Kenyan / Jeannie Crouse

10 a.m. St. Joseph’s—Parishioners

Sunday, December 26th—The Holy Family

8 a.m. St. Leo’s—Matthew Muldowney

9 a.m. St. Joseph’s—Cecelia Davidson/Paige Family

9:30 a.m. Immaculate Conception—Jyl Way/Anne Valentine; Mat-
thew Geglia/Jack & Jane Smyth

10:30 a.m. St. Patrick’s—Catherine Denn McAuliffe/The
McAuliffe Family

Monday, December 27th—St. John, Apostle and Evange-
list

8:30 a.m. St. Leo’s—

Tuesday, December 28th—The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
8:30 a.m. St. Leo’s—

Wednesday, December 29th—St. Thomas Becket, Bishop
and Martyr

8:30 a.m. St. Leo’s—

Thursday, December 30th—Sixth Day Within the Octave
of The Nativity of The Lord

8:30 a.m. St. Leo’s—

Friday, December 31st—St. Sylvester I, Pope; New
Year’s Eve

4:30 p.m. St. Leo’s—

Saturday, January 1st—New Year’s Day; Mary, The Ho-
ly Mother of God; World Day of Peace

10 a.m. Immaculate Conception—Parishioners

Sunday, January 2nd—The Epiphany of the Lord; Sts.
Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and
Doctors of the Church

8 a.m. St. Leo’s—

9 a.m. St. Joseph’s—Patricia Elenz/Martha Scofield

9:30 a.m. Immaculate Conception—Bill Clark/Family; Susan
Winchell/Jack & Jane Smyth; Rev. Paul Carey/Pat and Tom Rouse
10:30 a.m. St. Patrick’s—Daniel Bronchetti/Doreen Bronchetti

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph

Families can be very difficult things to negotiate. This is true not only
of our families of origin, the current family of which we are a part, the
family of our Church, our society, and our global family as well. Every-
thing human can be found in family stories. Those stories speak of wonder-
ful life-giving successes as well as painful spirit-robbing abuses. Our great-
est joys and our greatest wounds are usually connected with the experience
of family. Our needs, experiences, and unresolved baggage often color
what we bring to our familiar relationships. They contribute to our level of
defensiveness, how guarded and protected we become, and what prejudices
we believe.

In order to break the cycle of dysfunction we have to remember that
it is not only by human effort that we negotiate the difficult and challeng-
ing events of our lives. There is a Divine Effort at work as well. For sure,
the human effort can create quite a mess and easily destroy lives. This is
true of any family with which we are associated. Today’s Feast of the Holy
Family serves to help us understand that there is a Divine Story being told
as well. It is a story of perseverance in the face of hardship, determination
in the face of despair, healing when we see nothing but wounds, and light
where there is darkness.

Do we believe that God is always working, guiding, restoring, and
leading? Unless we do, we will never be free from the imperfections and
wounds that bind us and never be able to understand what it really means
to forgive. Pope Francis tells us that the “light which comes from the Holy
Family encourages us to offer human warmth to other families.” While this
is most certainly true, we can only really begin to do this when we realize
that we are still works in progress, not anchored to the wounds and sins of
our past, and still a leading star in God’s continually unfolding story of
love. The Holy Family persevered and radiated warmth because they knew
they were not alone. We can too.
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New Year’s Mass Schedule
[New Year’s Eve:

4:30 p.m. St. Leo’s

[New Year’s Day:

10 a.m. Immaculate Conception

Thank you to everyone who made our Christmas
liturgies so beautiful!!

Miscellaneous Announcement

FOOD SENSE - Food $ense order forms are out, pick one up
and drop off your order by Saturday January 8 at St Leo’s Church
Hall between 10:00-2:00 pm. Pick up food orders at the Church
Hall on Thu January 20 between 3:00-5:00 pm. Any questions,
please call Jeannie at (315) 696-5092. Thank you!

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

All in the Family

At first glance, we can often find the image of the Blessed Moth-
er, St. Joseph and the Christ Child intimidating — who are we to
aspire to that level of discipleship? How could we ever hope to
conform ourselves to that mold? Sometimes, it can even be pain-
ful — perhaps we hail from a broken family or struggle with a
broken relationship within our family, or perhaps we long to be a
mother or a father ourselves and that state in life has eluded us.

But the image of the Holy Family is, in reality, a beautiful invita-
tion to us all, no matter our vocation or our state in life, and the
example of Mary, Joseph and Jesus is rich with the symbolism of
stewardship.

You need not be a biological mother who has carried a child in
her womb to be a mother in spirit. Who in your world needs you
to love them with the heart of a mother?

The same goes for fatherhood. The Church and the world are cry-
ing out for the courageous witness of Christian men like St. Jo-
seph. Who can you love with the steadfast, selfless protection of a
father?

Who in your life needs you to love them with the faithful, uncon-
ditional love of a son? Who needs your gentle and constant love
as a daughter?

We are the Body of Christ, friends. Those of us rejoicing in heav-
en, those of us suffering in purgatory, and those of us struggling
here on earth. We are the great family. Let us love each other
well.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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Ballweg & Tunstord

www.ballweg-lunsford.com ¢ info@ballweg-lunsford.com

4612 S. Salina Street * Syracuse, NY 13205
(315) 492-3504
2584 Field Lane * LaFayette, NY 13084
(315) 677-3648

AN

FUNERAL I OMES

HEATING FUELS
Diesel *» Wood Pellets
Phone (315) 677-9746

“Your Neighbor Who
Appreciates Your Business!”

_THIS SPACE IS

AVAILABLE

Nightingale’s
TULLY LAKES HARDWARE

« Window Repair
6 Elm St » Tully, NY - Screen Repair

(315) 238-7050 ;e Cuitns
OPEN 7 DAYS

« Tool Sharpening
www.truevalue.com/nightingales

Manumnt Compary, Inc.
2718 James Street ¢ Syracuse, NY 13206
Phone: 315-463-0621 * Fax: 315-463-7703
e-mail: karl@lutzmonuments.com

www.lutzmonuments.com

Glenn Stewart 315.385.9708

* BEDBUG SPECIALISTS 315'299'721_0
 BEE CONTROL info @bugsbeegone.biz

« TICK CONTROL www.bugsbeegone.biz

ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Manuelo West to place an ad today!
manuelow@4lpi.com or (800) 477-4574 x 6301

Rhett Harmatuk

Patios, Sidewalks, Driveways,
Concrete Floors, Stampcrete®

rwharm@gmail.com // 315+575+4537
www.Harmatuk.com E

Hartwell  \_

Funeral Home

Family Owned
Route 281, Tully, NY

Questions Welcome

O\ (315) 6968851 [

BE YOURSELE BRING YOUR PASSION

W

.

£ RE HIRING

* Paid Training

* Some Travel

* Work-Life Balance

* Full-Time with Benefits
* Serve Your Community

LBi

Contact us at careersi@4lpi.com
www.4lpi.com/careers

Tully Laundry Mat LaFayette Veterinary Clinic, LLP

Thomas MacMackin, D.V.M.

Clean - i Renata Rehder, D.V.M, M.S

Open Early/Late Danique Wortel, D.V.M

27 Onondaga St. 2468 Rte 11 South, LaFayette NY,

Tully (315) 677-3VET (3838)
www.lafayetteveterinaryclinic.com

Rob & Barb ROgeI‘S LaFayetteVeterinar;lclinic@gm;}ill.com

NOW HIRING!

We're looking for exceptional individuals to

join our team. Visit nascentiahealth
for a complete list of open pasitions.

Apply online or call 888.477.HOME
for more information.

Nascentia 27
Health

arg

s

CNY’s Superior

Community

Count ry Homes
Seller ofManu][acturezj Homes * Shute Raaxj, LaFayette
CALL US AT 315-882-3749 - WWW.HIDDENHILLSCNY.COM

N
Dale & Craig Shute,

Family Owners

R. SHAW MECHANICALS, INC.
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL PLUMBING
Richard V. Shaw

5720 Meetinghouse Rd,
Tully, New York

Phone: 315.696.5759
Mobile: 315.415.9297

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574  Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com
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Stay connected to our faith comminily no matter where you are

by signing up to get our bulletin delivered stroight to your emoif!

www.ParishesOnline.com

Church of the Nativity, Pompey, NY 06-0037



