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� The coronavirus pandemic is confusing and frightening for hundreds of millions of people. Here is a 

summary of reflections on the Coronavirus from a Christian perspective by Fr. James Martin, S.J. �

�  Resist panic. Panic and fear are not from God. Calm and hope are. It is possible to respond to a crisis 

seriously and deliberately while maintaining an inner sense of calm and hope. Panic, by confusing and fright-

ening us, is not coming from God. What is coming from God?�St. Ignatius tells us: God’s spirit “stirs up 

courage and strength, consolations, inspirations and tranquility.”�So we should trust in the calm and hope we 

feel. That is the voice to listen to.�

� Do not demonize. Resist the temptation to demonize or scapegoat.  Covid�19 is not a “foreign” dis-

ease. It is no one’s “fault.” The people who become infected are not to blame. Remember that Jesus was 

asked about a blind man: “Who sinned, that this man was born blind?” Jesus’ response: “No one” (Jn 9:2). 

Illness is not a punishment. Many things have been cancelled because of the coronavirus. Love is not one of 

them.�

� Care for the sick. Do what we can to help others, especially the elderly, disabled, poor and isolated. 

Take the necessary precautions; don’t be reckless and don’t risk spreading the disease.  “I was sick, and you 

came to visit me,” said Jesus (Mt 25). Part of the Christian tradition is caring for the sick, even at some per-

sonal cost. We should keep our heart open to all those in need. Don’t let our conscience become infected, too.�

� Pray. Many people are staying away from Mass because they are sick or fear the coronavirus.  That is 

a prudent thing to do. What can one do instead? There are many televised and livestreamed Masses available. 

There is also the longstanding tradition in our church of making a “spiritual communion,” when, if we cannot 

participate in the Mass in person, we unite ourselves with God in prayer. We can meditate on the Sunday 

Gospel on our own, gather our family to talk about the Gospel or call friends and share your experiences of 

how God is present to you. Remember too that the church is not a building. It is the community.�

� Trust that God is with us. Dur ing his public ministry Jesus spent a great deal of time with those 

who were sick. Jesus knew the world of illness.  Jesus, then, understands all the fears and worries that we 

have. Jesus understands us, not only because he is divine and understands all things but because he is human 

and experienced all things. We should go to him in prayer and trust that he hears us and is with us.         �

� � � � � � � � � � �  ~Fr. Lioi�

�

�

AT HOME DURING THE CORONAVIRUS:  This time at home is a great opportunity to really grow in 

love, in communication, and in learning about our faith. Consider using www.formed.org. Formed is 

"Catholic Netflix" and is yours for free by simply signing up with Parish Code HYWDPM.  Remember to 

read! And don't just read anything; read the best of books, including the Bible and the other religious books 

that are being used in faith formation. Reading a part of the Bible together at meals or sharing a Hi/Low (high 

point of the day and low�point of the day) is an incredible way to jump�start your faith at home. �

� Should Masses ever be canceled in the future, or you are sick and cannot attend Mass, consider the 

many ways to stay connected to daily and weekly worship. Catholic radio at 88.7FM has Catholic Mass at 8 

am each day, every day. EWTN cable channel (44 Spectrum in Auburn) has Mass televised daily at 8 am and 

12 noon. There are also many Catholic parishes that have livestreamed or recently recorded Masses on 

YouTube, like https://tinyurl.com/vroxmrr. It's always possible to make a Spiritual Communion if you cannot 

receive the Holy Eucharist for whatever reason:�https://tinyurl.com/tyn8zmp. Do not hesitate to contact us for 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick in situations of legitimate need. �

� If you are healthy and have time,�please consider alerting the parish office if you wish to help out by 

volunteering to assist those in particular need.�We cannot foresee precisely how this would look, but want to 

have a sense of willing volunteers just in case. Also, let us know if you are in need of help. Really!�We are 

church, which means we are more than just a club that gathers for an hour on Sunday; we are a family, the 

family of God. We can't guarantee that we can meet all needs, but we can always pray for you, help connect 

you with others who can help. Love will keep us together, and guide us through any trial! Email 

fr.justin.miller@dor.org.�

� Finally, with all the rapid changes, our parish now has a group text�message service to keep everyone 

informed in real�time about events, encouragement, etc. If you wanted to be enrolled in this service and re-

ceive updates via text�message, contact fr.justin.miller@dor.org and include your full name and cell phone 

number.  St. Mary, Health of the Sick, pray for us!�



FAITH IN THE FAMILY: When infants are bap-

tized, parents, with the help of the godparents, as-

sume responsibility for raising the child as a follower 

of Jesus. The process of maturation in the faith is 

much like the example found in the story of the man 

born blind. The man is cured of his blindness, a sym-

bol of his sin. Each time he meets someone after the 

healing, the man comes to a deeper awareness of who 

Jesus is. In a similar way, we who are baptized con-

tinue to mature in faith as our relationship with and 

knowledge about Jesus grows. This Wednesday, on 

the Feast of the Annunciation, 50 young people and 

10 adults will take a step in their faith journey when 

they receive the Sacrament of Confirmation from 

Bishop Matano. Although the Sacrament of Confir-

mation completes our initiation into the Catholic 

Church, the learning and growing as disciples never 

ends. Please pray for our confirmation candidates, 

sponsors, and their families that they will always seek 

to grow in relationship with our Lord and His 

Church. And may we all use these remaining weeks 

of Lent as a time to learn something new about our 

Catholic Faith. In the Peace of Christ,.  �

                                               ~Mr. Carlo Stebbings� �

�

DEACON’S CORNER: The Psychology of Reli-

gion might best be summarized by paraphrasing G. 

K. Chesterton: 'psychology (Christianity) has (not) 

been tried and found wanting but Christianity has 

been found difficult and left untried'. This has not 

gone unnoticed by some in the field of psychology 

who have tried to promote a positive and strenght 

based approach building on virtue and meaning de-

velopment in one's life to quell anxiety and depres-

sion. The problem is most psychologist today are pro-

fessionally afraid to offer positive� psychology in the 

light of Christ who is the Divine Psychologist. As a 

result we get watered down and piecemeal approach-

es that treat mind but miss the heart were true happi-

ness is found. Still there is value in Positive Psychol-

ogy as a starting point for many on their journey back 

to God which will be discussed next week.� �

 �                                         ~Dcn. Dennis ��

�

BSC DOORWAY TELE�MINISTRY OPTION: 

During the coming weeks Bl. Solanus Casey Door-

way Ministry will continue drop�in hours on Saturday 

mornings following the 9 AM Mass at St. Francis 

Church. Additionally, Dcn. Dennis, a NYS licensed 

MH counselor, will provided the option for brief ex-

istential counseling by telephone. Simply call 315� 

406�1538 and leave a voicemail or text him at this 

number. Dcn. Dennis will try to respond back within 

24 hours to set a time to meet over the phone. If you 

know individuals who are self quarantined and anx-

ious/depressed please share this information with 

them.�

PIEROGI sales have been suspended until further 

notice.    �

�

ITALIAN FESTIVAL COMMITTEE and the 

POLISH PICNIC COMMITTEE meetings have 

been canceled and will be re�scheduled at a future 

date.�

�

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APEAL: As of 

3/17/20, 197 parishioners have pledged $29,054 or 

87% toward our parish quota of $33,547.  We still 

have about 4,500 more to go.  Those who have not 

yet given have an opportunity to do so today.  Those 

who already have made a pledge are invited to con-

sider increasing it. �

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK�

    celebrated privately by the priest�

�

Mary Ann Speno by Gerald & Cynthia Ryan 

Frank Guariglia by Jean DeJoy 

Living & Deceased Members of the Casper & Klock Families by Friend 

Ronald Nervina by Richard Babiarz 

Frank Emmi by Kuczek Nieces & Nephews 

Jane Guarnieri by Mary Ann Anderson & Family 

Frank Wilczek by Mariann & Robert 

Jane Guarnieri by Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Slaski 

Ripa Viloria by Maria Lentini 

Frank Mucedola by Felix & Mary Ann Mucedola & Children 

Christine Devitt by Lillian Timms & Carol Willis  

Frank Emmi by George & Grace Bauso 

Living & Deceased Members of the Altar Rosary Society  

  by Altar Rosary Society 

 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 

Recently deceased: 

Camille (Charello) Picarro 

Mary Lou Indelicato 

Thomas Baran 

 

MEMORIAL  CANDLES 

at St. Francis Church 

       Tabernacle Candle  ● in memory of Paul, Carmela & Florence  

                 Luziani, Thomas Hoff by Family 

       Sacred Heart Candle ● in memory of Mary Ann Speno, Donna    

              Camardo Bruno & Joseph Carmardo by John & Lisa Camardo 

 

at St. Hyacinth Church  

        Blessed Mother Candle  ● in memory of Mary Walawender  

       by Jim & Donna Malinowski 

�

STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE�

March 15, 2020�

�

     Regular Collection:         �

     Maintenance:�

     Candles:�

     Catholic Courier:�

     Other:�

     �

     Attendance:   Sat. 169;   Sun. 192�

$3,772.00�

$     40.00

$     92.00�

$     49.00�

$     10.00�
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 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Mary & Martha Roman Catholic Parish, Auburn, NY 06-0052

An Authentic Italian Restaurant
312 Clark St., Auburn
(315) 252-6194 

Duffy Mastropietro, Owner/Executive Chef
Wed-Sat Open@4:30 • Sun@3pm

Closed Mon. & Tues.

RJBARBER
SHOP

“Come Back To A 
Real Barber Shop”

And Save Money Too!!
 Haircuts $14
 includes beards & mustaches

Wed, Thurs, Fri.  8am-5pm 
Sat. 8am-3pm

33 Columbus St. Auburn

Contact Christine Anello to place an ad today! 
canello@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6445

Sign-up for FREE! 
Learn more at KinneyDrugs.com

enjoy deals
earn points

get surprises

SAVE ON ITEMS AND REAP THE REWARDS.
Get your tHRive® Rewards card today!

 Thomas W. Gill, DVM
 Chief of Staff

 315.253.0240

85 Grant Ave. • Auburn, NY 13021
BrooksideVetClinic.com
info@brooksidevetclinic.com

315-253-8531

HEIECK-PELC
Funeral Home, LLC
125 Years of Commitment

Owners: 
Steven Pelc • Christopher Audioun

42 East Genesee Street
315-252-0141

www.heieckpelcfuneralhome.com

220 State Street
Auburn, NY 13021

252-6261
www.plisfuneralhome.com 

DANIEL R. CUDDY, CPA, CFP*
www.cuddyfinancial.com

An Approach Designed For You
315.252.3600

CAR WASH
Corner of North & Seymour St.

Auburn’s ONLY Professional Car Wash 
Using All Soft Cloth Wash

Locally Owned/Operated 
By The Kubarek Family

255-1414

CHECHE FUNERAL 
HOME INC.

1778 Clark Street Road, Auburn, NY
P: 315-252-2842 • F: 315-253-4119

Dedicated to the 
Dignity of Funeral Service

www.chechefuneralhome.com

TESORO’S 
APPAREL

Men’s Clothing & Tuxedo Rental
Expert Alterations • Tailor on Premises
284 Genesee St. W., Auburn N.Y.

315-253-2197
www.tesorosapparel.com


