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Dear Parishioner,�

Today celebrate the Patronal guardians of Holy Family Parish! The Holy Family�consists of the�Child 

Jesus, the Blessed�Virgin Mary, and�Saint Joseph. Pope Benedict XVI explained that in one sense it is 

a family like all others, and as such, it is a model of conjugal love, collabora)on, sacrifice, confidence 

in divine providence, a spirit of work and solidarity. Certainly, it presents all these values that the 

family protects and promotes, contribu)ng in a basic sense to form the fabric of every society. 

Today, let us give thanks to God, like the Virgin Mary and St. Joseph, who with such faith and 

willingness cooperated in the Lord’s plan of salva)on. �

What is the purpose of this feast of Holy Family to us in the Catholic Church today? Pope Francis 

says that “today as we gaze on the Holy Family lets us also be drawn into the simplicity of the life 

they led in Nazareth. It is an example that does our families great good, helping them increasingly to 

become communi)es of love and reconcilia)on, in which tenderness, mutual help, and mutual 

forgiveness is experienced. From what we recollect in the scripture, it is apparent that life was 

hardly easy for the Holy Family. Which makes them typical for all families. What makes the Holy 

Family worthy of reflec)on is that apart from their trials and challenges this was a family that was 

united in love, mercy, and centered on God. Here is where all families can learn lessons from the 

home of Nazareth. �

Second, in his address on December 28, 2011, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI said: “The Holy Family is 

an icon of the domes�c Church, which is called to pray together. The family is the first school of 

prayer where, from their infancy, children learn to perceive God thanks to the teaching and 

example of their parents. An authen�cally Chris�an educa�on cannot neglect the experience of 

prayer. If we do not learn to pray in the family, it will be difficult to fill this gap later. I would, 

then, like to invite people to rediscover the beauty of praying together as a family, following the 

school of the Holy Family of Nazareth.” Consequently, our families are called to be “domes)c 

churches” meaning that they are places where uncondi)onal love flows to each member of the 

house. They are to be places where mercy and forgiveness bring healing to the arguments and 

divisions that can inevitably happen. And above all our families are called to be the place where God 

is at the center and our faith is taught, lived, and passed on. Therefore, the nuclear family of Jesus, 

Mary and Joseph is for each believer and especially for families an authen)c school of the Gospel. 

Here we admire the fulfilment of the divine plan to make of the family a special community of life 

and love. Here we learn that every Chris)an nuclear family is called to be a “domes)c church”, to 

make the Gospel virtues shine and become a leaven of good in society. The classic traits of the Holy 

Family are: reflec)on and�prayer, mutual understanding and respect, and a spirit of sacrifice, work 

and solidarity. Our Lady and Joseph teach us to welcome children as a�gi?�of God, to beget them 

and raise them, coopera)ng wonderfully in the work of the Creator and giving to the world, in each 

child, a new smile. It is in a united family that children bring their existence to maturity, living out �

(con)nued on page three)�
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Sunday, December 29 Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph�

  9:00 am�John & Irene Flaherty by  Family�

Monday, December 30�

12:15 pm Fred, Irene & Larry Kruger by Family�

Tuesday, December 31 Vigil�

 5:30 pm  Frances Cammilleri by Family�

Wednesday, January 1 Mary, the Mother of God�

10:00am Deceased Members of the Holmes Family by Family�

Thursday, January 2�

NO MASS�

Friday, January 3�

12:15 pm  Kathryn Malek by Gary Malek�

Saturday, January 4�

  4:00 pm   Antoinette Giancola by Deacon John & Carole�

� �     William A. Morgan by Family�

� �     Special Intention by Deb Netti�

Sunday, January 5 Epiphany�

  9:00 am�Sarah Lavey by Family�

FAITH FORMATION UPDATES : �

December 29: No Faith Formation Sessions�

Classes will resume on January 5th�

January 5: 4th Grade Offertory�

� 10am � Pre�K thru 6th grade session�

_______�

�

BEHIND THE SCENES AT HOLY FAMILY:  On December 

29

th

 we celebrate Holy Family Sunday.  A Feast Day of the 

only perfect family that ever lived on earth, The Holy Family.  

May it be a day to remind parents, children, grandparents, 

aunts, uncles, and all us of our role in our family and Faith 

Family.  A day to remember that we are all children of God, 

and are in need of love and kindness from God and from each 

other.  Happy 2020!  A year Pope Francis has declared as 

year for the need for universal education.  A year to show 

more understanding and caring to all people. To the people we 

agree with and those we do not agree with. To the people we 

know and strangers alike.  Without understanding and caring 

God’s message cannot be heard, lived or given.  It is the first 

sign in Chinese Zodiac.  The year of the Rat, which is said to 

“have the characteristics of an animal with spirit, wit, alertness, 

delicacy, flexibility and vitality” (not my words) but they are 

great characteristics to possess.  My Irish Blessing to you all, 

“May your pockets be heavy and your hearts be light.  May 

good luck pursue you morning and night.  My God’s blessing 

always be in sight.”  Thank you for all you do for Holy Family! �

_______�

�

HOLY FAMILY’S CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL (CMA): 

We have for many years now held a Christmas deadline in 

attempt to meet our CMA goal! Many of you would agree with 

me and acknowledge the fact that no parish could possibly 

survive for long without the many good people who devote and 

sacrifice their wealth, time and talent to the community. We 

shine in Holy Family Church because of such generous and 

caring parishioners. I wholeheartedly embrace you in gratitude 

and blessing. To date 79 of our 504 families have made a 

great sacrifice of $ 10596.00 which is 30.21 % of our total 

goal of $35, 076.00. This includes the families who have 

contributed to HOLY FAMILY SPECIAL CARE. $24,480.00 

TO GO! Our parish is facing a challenge at this point in our 

Catholic Ministries Appeal Goal.  Again, as you probably know 

by now, this is a mandatory rather than voluntary goal and 

hence any shortfall is drawn from our depleting saving account 

therefore seriously hurting our operational income. For the 

newly registered and those not registered as parishioners, 

pledge forms can be found at every entrance of the church, or  

by calling the parish office, and can be put in collection or 

mailed directly to the Diocese. If you can help your parish in 

this load, but do not want to contribute to the CMA directly, 

please place your check payable to Holy Family in the weekly 

collection and at the MEMO write “PARISH SPECIAL CARE” 

This will ensure that these monies are used to make up the 

difference.  If you are one of the 79 households who have 

already made a pledge, THANK YOU. One of our goals is to 

increase the number of parish households who support the 

CMA. Our current participation rate is only 15.67%.  Won't you 

help improve this participation?  Any amount, large or small 

will help. Please pray for the success of our efforts. Thank 

you. Fr. John�

�

SANCTUARY LAMP 1 will burn this week in Memory 

of the Cardinale Family.�

SANCTUARY LAMP 2 will burn this week in Memory 

of the Leide Family.�

_______�

�

�

�

SECOND COLLECTION next weekend is for St. Joseph’s 

School.�

�

ROOF RENOVATION FUND: Our Roof Campaign Goal is 

$300,000.00. We are proud to announce that at the bulletin 

printing time we have received $221,368 (73.79%). Thank you 

for what you have sacrificed to contribute towards this 

Campaign!                          _______               �

�

THANK YOU  to Joanna Kufs, the Performers and Families 

for making our Christmas Pageant memorable. We appreciate 

you sharing your talents to retell the story of our Savior's Birth. It 

was truly a Blessed Event.��

�

�

OUR THANKS to the BREW FUNERAL HOME for sponsoring 

our bulletin this week�

�

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP� � �

� � � � � �    12/15/2019�� �      �

Attendance� � � �  �  352�

Regular Collection� �  � $8275.00�

Immaculate Conception� � $33.00� �

Christmas� � � � � $.00�

St. Joseph’s School� �        �$20.00� � � � �

Fuel & Heat� � � �        �$95.00� � � � �                                        �

Roof Fund   � �         �      � $85.00� � � �

Christmas Flowers� � � $220.00� � � � �                                                         �

Other� � � � � � $.00    � � �

God Bless you for your generosity. Your support is needed 

and greatly appreciated. �
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(continued from page one)�

the meaningful and effective experience of freely given love, 

tenderness, reciprocal respect, mutual understanding, 

forgiveness and joy.�

Today as we celebrate the feast of the Holy Family, the family 

of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, we recall the Vatican Radio report, 

that in a homily, our Holy Father Pope Francis challenged 

families to pray together and to live lives of Christian 

witness.� He spoke of the Christian family as an institution that 

prays, keeps faith, and experiences joy.� He reflected on the joy 

of living as a Christian family.�  He stated, “The family which 

experiences the joy of faith communicates it naturally”�� “That 

family is the salt of the earth and the light of the world, it is the 

leaven of society.”�   In addition to cultivating positive actions, 

the Church understands that various actions and behaviors are 

contrary to God’s Divine plan for the family, and these should 

be avoided. These include abortion, same�sex marriage, 

polygamy, embryonic stem�cell research, divorce, spousal 

abuse, child abuse, and co�habitation. Catholic Teaching is that 

a marriage must be open to children.  Also, poverty, lack 

of� health care, and other social justice concerns must be 

addressed by faithful Christians because of the negative effect 

these conditions have on the family unit.�

 Here is the translation of Pope Francis’ prayer for the 

Pilgrimage of Families of the World for the Year of Faith, 

Sunday, October 27, 2013: Jesus, Mary and Joseph to you, 

Holy Family of Nazareth, today we turn our gaze with 

admiration and confidence; in you we contemplate 

the�beauty�of communion in true love; to you we commend 

our families, so that in them marvels of grace be renewed. 

Holy Family of Nazareth, alluring school of the Gospel: 

teach us to imitate your virtues with a wise spiritual 

discipline, grant us a clear vision that recognizes the work 

of Providence in the daily realities of life. Holy Family of 

Nazareth, faithful custodian of the mystery of salvation: 

help us to regain an appreciation for silence, make our 

families cenacles of prayer and transform them into little 

domestic Churches, renew the desire for sanctity, sustain 

the noble toil of work, of education, of listening, of mutual 

understanding and of forgiveness. Holy Family of Nazareth, 

reawaken in our society the consciousness of the sacred 

and inviolable character of the family, an inestimable and 

irreplaceable good. May every family be a place where 

goodness and peace are welcomed for children and for the 

elderly, for those who are�sick�and alone, for those who are 

poor and needy. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, we pray to you 

with confidence, we entrust ourselves to you with joy. 

Amen.�

May God bless all of you! Happy Feast Day Holy Family Parish! 

Fr. John�

______�

�

�

CANCELLATIONS: In case of bad weather please check for 

cancellations for any activities at Holy Family Church. They will 

be available on facebook.com/auburnholyfamily and on these 

TV stations and their websites:  WSTM�3, WTVH�5, WIXT�9, 

and Spectrum News.�

_______�

�

�

�

HOLIDAY UPSURGE OF GRIEF: Losses we suffered (death, 

divorce, employment…) and are still mourning can intensify during 

this season. This is natural but can also feel overwhelming. If you 

have the need to speak to someone about this or other concerns, 

please feel free to reach out to Deacon Dennis at the BLC 

Doorway Ministry. Regular hours are Wednesday’s at Sts. Mary 

and Martha Office at 299 Clark St. Appointments outside of these 

hours can be made. Dc. Dennis is a NYS Licensed Counselor 

and �there is no charge for this ministry service. ��

_______��

 �

�

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK;  Mary Adams, Caroline 

Blowers,  Mark Cole, Sue Daly, Tim Daly, Leo & Dorothy Delaney, 

Gina DelPiano, Mary Dygert, Ginny Elardo, Ann Fronzek, Michael 

Fronzek, Robert Gallager, Mary Guido, Carter Hergert, Caleb 

Jones, Joanne Komanecky, Elizabeth Lane, Frances Lane, 

Stephen L. Norris, Jim O’Connor, Joan Petrucelli, Siobhan 

Phillippe, Donna Romano, Denny Samara, Roberta Slayton, 

Leonard Smith, Stacy, Betty Tomandl, those listed in our Book of 

Petitions and those serving our country: LCpl Brian Baxter 

USMC, Capt. Gregory Baxter USMC, Capt. DJ Benzing USAF, 

LtCol Joseph E. Brooks USAF, PFC Earl Doyle Jr. USA, Sgt Tom 

Ellis Sr. USA, SSgt Angel Gonzalez USA, Cpl Eddie Gonzalez 

USMC, Pvt Zachary Gonzalez USMC, CWO4 Roger Graf USA, 

1SGT Zachary Howell USA, Sgt James Johnson USMC,  SFC 

Jason Mero USA, Pvt Justin Miller USA, E3 David Mirales US 

Navy.�

MINISTRY SCHEDULE�

Tues. December 31 VIGIL�

 4:00 pm   AS   J. White; �

                   L     R. White; A. Lane�

� �    EM   R. White; A. Lane�

Wed. January 1 MARY, MOTHER OF GOD�

 9:00 am    AS   T. Dennis; M. Dennis�

� �      L    �

                  EM  P. Stolarow�

�

Sat. January 4�

 4:00 pm   AS   J. White; J. Czubat�

                   L     R. White; J. Kearse�

� �    EM   R. White; J. Madden; K. Pines; A. Seneca�

Sun. January 5�

 9:00 am    AS   A. Colella; J. Siddall�

� �      L    J. Renahan; E. Nolan�

                  EM  C. Siddall; D. Holmes; M. Lawson; T. Nolan�

� �     Nursing Home Minister: S. Marullo�

OUR PARISH THIS WEEK �

 Thursday, January 2�

 6 �7pm Clothes Closet�

 7pm Choir Practice�

Saturday, January 4�

  3:00 pm Confessions�
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