
Saint Catherine of Siena  Parish 

Welcome, we’ve been waiting for you! 

August 16, 2020 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Dear Friends,�

I am wri�ng this ar�cle on Sunday, the 9th of August 2020.�

And as I write this, it seems ( if all is accurate) I was born 64.99 

years, 779 months, 23,737 days, 569, 652 hours, 34,179,145 

minutes and 2,050,748,705 seconds ago. Whether it is totally 

accurate, it will not make an impact on me as a person. But, I do 

know I was born on a Friday, August 12, 1955 at 5:31 PM in 

Rochester, New York during a storm. So, what does this mean 

to me? I guess I am 65 years of age as you read this. And, I 

really, and I mean it, cannot believe it! I am 65???�

�

�

I grew up in a fabulous neighborhood where every person could 

feel safe and loved no ma6er what. Beaman Road was the best! 

I can s�ll go around our street and name every wonderful family 

who lived there! The blessings of my family and neighborhood 

gi8ed me to all the spiritual blessings and graces I have known. 

From Holy Ghost Church in Coldwater where I grew up, to my 

experiences of Churchville�Chili High School (home of the 

Saints), Rochester Ins�tute of Technology, Saint Bernard’s 

Seminary, Saint John of Rochester (Perinton), Immaculate 

Concep�on in Ithaca, Saint John the Evangelist in Greece, Saint 

Patrick’s in Macedon, and Saint Catherine of Siena here in my 

beloved Mendon, I acknowledge blessing upon blessing in my 

life.�

�

Another blessing in my 

life was celebra�ng the 

Bap�sm of Glen and 

Emily Labenski’s 

daughter, Violet Mae last 

Sunday! What a blessing 

it was to celebrate a 

bap�sm once again!�

Blessings to all,�

Father Rob       

And, yes, I had two cars “offered” to me for my birthday! Humbly, I said 

no to their offers and will continue to pay off my loan on my GMC! 
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DIGGING DEEPER… We continue our 

search into Pope Francis’ call to “Care 

for Our Common Home.” You  will find a link 

to the full text of this encyclical on our Parish 

website. 

FOCUS FOR THIS WEEK   

Chapter 5  section 4 & 5 

        Sustainable living in a greedy world 

Pope Francis comments on the intersections of politics, economics 

and human fulfillment. Regarding the economy, he writes: “It should 

always be kept in mind that ‘environmental protection cannot be 

assured solely on the basis of financial calculations of cost and 

benefits. The environment is one of those goods that cannot be 

adequately safeguarded or promoted by market forces.’ Once more, 

we need to reject a magical conception of the market, which would 

suggest that problems can be solved simply by an increase in the 

profits of companies or individuals. Is it realistic to hope that those 

who are obsessed with maximizing profits will stop to reflect on the 

environmental damage which they will leave behind for future 

generations?” (190) …“As long as production  is increased, little 

concern is given to whether it is at the cost of future resources or the 

health of the environment; as long as the clearing of a forest 

increases production, no one calculates the losses entailed in the 

desertification of the land, the harm done to biodiversity or the 

increased pollution. In a word, businesses profit by calculating and 

paying only a fraction of the costs involved” (195). 

 

We must remember that real people exist behind the corporations 

whose operations harm the poor and the planet. People of faith are 

especially called to use our spirituality to motivate us to make 

sacrifices in service of the common good. As Francis says, 

“Believers must constantly feel challenged to live in a way consonant 

with their faith…. to draw constantly from their deepest convictions 

about love, justice and peace” (200).  

 

“Conscious consumerism” is thrown around 

a lot when talking about sustainable 

lifestyles, but truly, voting with your wallet 

can make a difference.  Given how common 

it is for brands to mislead consumers with 

their marketing, it’s important to research 

the companies behind any given product.  
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3 Steps to Combat Racism in America 

Have empathy...After an incident in a 

restaurant, one of my colleagues made 

his away around the table to where I 

sat. He put his arm around me, looked 

me square in the eye, distraught and 

said: “I am so sorry.” He went on to say 

that he had hung out with black friends 

before but never had seen anything like 

that happen to them. Those four words 

meant more to me that evening than 

they ever have. 

Stand against rhetoric that reinforces stereotypes… It is a 

part of human nature to recognize patterns in order to make 

functioning expedient in future similar settings or interactions. 

Malcolm Gladwell describes this in his transformational 

book Blink. But the risk of these stereotypes turning into 

prejudice and discrimination is concerning. Therefore, such 

rhetoric should constantly be placed in check in our own 

circles. The bar stops with each individual person becoming 

intolerant, even when it is under the guise of humor. 

Be an active consumers of media and news… Media 

stereotypes are some of the most dangerous and most 

pervasive representations of minorities in this country. Without 

much thought, we can easily take in stereotypes and have 

them reinforced to us through commercials, actors’ roles in 

movies and types of news stories that are predominantly 

portrayed. Being conscientious about what we watch and what 

we listen to, then, is so important. We can also use social 

media to challenge these media sources. 

—-written by: Dr. Christine Ngaruiya, MD for the TIMES 

www.time.com/4433480/fight-racism-in-america/ 

Paul Wachtel�

Dr. Christine Ngaruiya, MD 

Samantha Panchevre�
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For all of us, it has been quite a year. Overall, I 

have been able to acknowledge blessings and 

understandings of the Lord’s grace, guidance, 

and wisdom. What a gift to my spirituality that I 

have had the privilege and honor to participate 

in spectacular programs as JUST FAITH and 

the SPIRITUAL EVERCISES OF SAINT 

IGNATIUS. By these two experiences, I was 

told my witness to the Gospel would not only 

grow but be challenged. And, my preaching would never be the same. 

It seems to be prophetic. So I pray it will be by the Lord’s Blessing. 

With all these spiritual graces and understandings, I must share, I feel 

challenged. Challenged because my heart and spirit are broken by the 

current lack of love that I believe Jesus calls us to live. I have seen all 

too often the lack of love and respect for our sisters and brothers who 

might not look like us. I have seen and heard from the voices of my 

own family, friends, and members of this faith community, words that 

break my heart to believe they maybe racist. Racist. 

What am I missing in my vocation and ministry that acknowledges 

Jesus went to the poor, the vulnerable, the outcast, the people who 

were not in the inner circle? Tell me about those who say they are 

“Christian” and live lives of outright prejudice and an attitude of 

supremacy? I am baffled by these sentiments. Would Jesus accept 

these thoughts? I think not. Would these individuals challenge Jesus in 

His words? I’d l8ike to hear their pronouncements challenging Himself? 

Ok, if Jesus, and I say, if He is before every one of us, and you believe 

He is before you, how do you address the reality of white supremacy? 

What are we doing to address the Gospel and Jesus’s call for Social 

Justice? 

I am sad to mention this, but let truth be spoken. I have been informed 

a couple left our parish for another parish because of our Black Lives 

Matter sign. They have gone to another parish. Does this parish 

believe Black Lives do not matter? Jesus, help me to understand this. 

 

“…our brothers and sisters in Christ….”  This 

is a phrase that I have heard all of my life.  As 

a youngster, my understanding of this phrase 

included all the people I could see around me 

at church.  As a teenager, my perspective 

widened to include all those in my church’s 

community, even the people I might not see 

regularly each Sunday.  Later on, it occurred 

to me that my brothers and sisters were also 

fellow Christians at the other churches in my 

town, state, and country. However, it wasn’t until May that my adult 

view was truly challenged and reshaped when one of our choir 

members shared a beautiful version of “Amazing Grace.” I was brought 

to tears as I looked in the faces of my brothers and sisters around the 

world as they sang of the deep love of our God in their own languages. 

I believe that we do not realize our biases or prejudices until our 

perspective is challenged through personal experiences or 

education.  That music should be the mode through which I finally saw 

and felt a connection to the faces of my brothers and sisters in Christ 

did not surprise me, however, my tears did.  Did I truly think that other 

Christians around the world would not know my “Amazing Grace”? 

Sadly, I guess so, I just had never been challenged to think about it 

before! 

Would you like to meet your brothers and sisters?  The YouTube video 

is titled “50 Countries Affected by COVID-19 Sing Amazing Grace," 

and this is the link:  https://youtu.be/BA7pdABvpnc  I hope the song 

brings you peace, and helps you to see members of our earthly family 

in a new way.    

I grew up during the 1960’s and 1970’s in a 

small town with fewer than 8,000 residents. 

There was not a single black family in my 

school or town. When I was 22 years old, I 

moved to Rochester and, while it was certainly 

different than my hometown, I now see that I 

was ignorant as to what was happening 

AROUND me. I emphasize AROUND because 

I have never experienced racism. I am 

fortunate to have the protective coating of 

white skin, so I have absolutely no idea what it feels like to be treated 

differently simply because of the color of my skin.  

In 2012, when 17-year-old Trayvon Martin was murdered, one of the 

things the media focused on was the fact that Trayvon had the hood of 

his sweatshirt up. My youngest son was 16 in 2012 and he wore the 

hood of his sweatshirt up constantly. He did not have a driver’s license, 

so he spent a great deal of time walking back and forth to school and 

his friend’s homes. He always had his hood up. It struck me then that I 

never needed to worry about his safety, because he was white.  

Ahmaud Arbery was murdered because he was running through a 

neighborhood that deemed him suspicious on a sunny afternoon. He 

was 25.                                                                 —continue on page 4 

Fr. Rob�

Pam McInerney�

Maureen O’Connor�



Page 2                              St. Catherine of Siena Church, Mendon New York                           February 16, 2020 

Page  4                                      St. Catherine of Siena Church, Mendon New York                                    August 16, 2020 

�

July 1, 2020 

—continued from page 3 

My youngest son is now 24 and he is also a runner, but he would not 

be questioned about running through certain neighborhoods, because 

he is white.  

Since the horrific murder of George Floyd. I, along with many others, 

have begun to reflect deeply and think about my biases. Sadly, I have 

many of them. I am working to become a better person and I am truly 

trying to support Black men and woman and do whatever I can to 

ensure that they share the same freedoms and privileges that I enjoy, 

simply because I am white.  

I am ashamed to admit that just last week I realized the deed to our 

home in Brighton includes a “protective covenant”. On June 6, 1940 a 

subdivision plan was written for my neighborhood. It states, “No 

persons of any race other than Caucasian race shall use or occupy 

any building or lot, except that the covenant shall not prevent 

occupancy by domestic servants of a different race domiciled with an 

owner or tenant”. This covenant was written 77 years after the 

Emancipation Proclamation. The fact that this covenant was 

unenforceable (The Supreme Court ruled against them in 1948), has 

done little to make this any less of an issue in my eyes. Black people 

were not allowed to purchase a home in my neighborhood and many 

other neighborhoods in the Rochester area and across the country 

simply because of the color of their skin! The definition of Systemic 

Racism is that it is a form of racism that is embedded as normal 

practice within society or an organization. This has led to 

discrimination in housing, employment, education, political power, 

criminal justice, and health care among other issues. The saddest 

thing is that it continues today.  

White people have suppressed Black people for more than 400 years. 

It simply needs to end. I accept the challenge to do whatever I can to 

ensure the end of racism.  

 

Black Lives Matter is not a political issue. It is 

a Social Justice/ Pro-Life issue. As Catholics 

we are called to respect the Life and Dignity of 

the Human Person. We are called to give to 

the Poor and Vulnerable. We are called to live 

in Solidarity with our one human family 

regardless of national, racial, ethnic, economic 

or ideological differences. We are called to 

Care for ALL of God’s Creations.  

I recently had a parishioner come to the office and ask about the signs. 

They said, “Well, what about White Lives?” I responded, “What about 

them?” I will never have the experience that my black friends have 

driving to work and being followed by a police car. I will never 

experience being followed in a grocery store by managers “just in 

case” I steal something. I will never experience people moving to the 

other side of the street when they see me walking toward them. These 

experiences are owned only by my black friends.  

My parents were able to move to the “suburbs” when I was 4 to give us 

a “better” education. My dad was able to move to the suburbs because 

he had a car to drive back and forth to work not having to rely on 

public transportation. Don’t get me wrong, I am blessed that my 

parents were able to provide these opportunities to me and my 

siblings, but my parents were able to because there were not any 

restrictions placed on them because of the color of their skin.   

Going to the Black Lives Matter Rally in Honeoye Falls with my friend 

and co-worker Crawford Butler, opened my eyes. I believe Black Lives 

Matter because we are all created in the image and likeness of God. I 

believe Black Lives Matter because we are all brothers and sisters in 

Christ. I believe Black Lives Matter because… they do.  

 

Black Lives Matter has been around for more 

than 5 years. It is just now starting to get the 

attention because it has been spun into a bad 

thing, a political thing. Black Lives Matter is 

about having discussions, and about helping 

people to start thinking about what they do, 

about small changes. It’s about making 

connections.  

Why is it that the only word people want to 

change is “Black” in Black Lives Matter? I have had people tell me they 

are tired of hearing Black Lives Matter. It’s only been 3 months, try 

living 60+ years in my skin.  

When I was a boy in the South, the Confederate Flag was NOT about 

History, it was used to let us black kids know that was a white person’s 

house and if you aren’t white, you aren’t welcomed. Same as the 

Confederate Statues. It wasn’t to remember the losers of the war. It 

was a scare tactic to “keep the blacks in their place.” 

I will be happy to sit and talk with anyone about why Black Lives 

Matter and to help continue the conversation by sharing my 

experiences.  

Karen Luke�

Crawford Butler�
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Contact Parish Office at  

585.624.4990 or mstcathe@dor.org 

Need a Mass or Sanctuary Candle Intention? 

Sanctuary Candle Intention   

August 16-22 2020 

 

Gladys McDonald 

Saturday, August 15

th

�

T�� A����	
�� �� 
�� B������ V���� M��� �

1 Chr 15:3�4, 15�16; 16:1�2/ 1 Cor 15:54b�57/Lk 11:27�28 �

5:00

pm

�

Irene Marren Bancroft by Family�

Sunday, August 16

th

�

T��
��
� S���� � O������ T����

Is 56:1, 6�7/ Rom 11:13�15, 29�32/Mt 15:21�28 �

8:15

am

�

Gladys McDonald by Phyllis & James Hagen�

10:30

am

�

Robert Cresco by Diane Ripton�

Monday, August 17

th

�

Ez 24:15�24/ Mt 19:16�22 �

9:00

am

� All those battling Cancer�

Tuesday, August 18

th

�

Ez 28:1�10/ Mt 19:23�30 �

9:00

am

� Dorothy Meyer by Marcia Opperman�

Wednesday, August 19

th

�

S
. J�� E����, P����
�

Ez 34:1�11/ Mt 20:1�16�

9:00

am

�

For All God’s Children�

Thursday August 20

th

�

S
. B�����, A  �
 �� D�"
�� �� 
�� C���"� �

Ez 36:23�28/ Mt 22:1�14 �

9:00

am

�

For Bob & Kathy Goldbach & Gene Caccamise�

Friday, August 21

th

�

S
. P��� X, P�	� �

Ez 37:1�14/ Mt 22:34�40�

9:00

am

� No service�

Saturday, August 22

nd

�

T�� Q������	 �� 
�� B������ V���� M��� �

Ez 43:1�7ab/Mt 23:1�12 �

5:00

pm

� Norma Rappl by Helen Dunn�

Sunday, August 16

th

�

T��
��F���
 S���� � O������ T����

Is 22:19�23/Rom 11:33�36/Mt 16:13�20 �

8:15

am

� Al Hurley by Gerry & Maureen Schueler�

10:30

am

�

Margorie Nabb by Barb Nabb�Dobner�

CATHOLIC? WHO ME? Adult seekers interested in becoming full 

members of the Catholic Church, or wanting 

to know more about the Catholic Faith are 

being gathered for a journey of Faith. At 

weekly gatherings, the traditions, teachings 

and rituals of our Faith are shared and 

discussed; questions about God and church 

are explored. You may know family 

members, friends, co-workers or neighbors 

who could use an invitation. Weekly sessions 

are on Monday evenings from 7:00 – 8:30 pm beginning in the 

Fall.  If interested or needing more information call Ruth at 

585.624.4990 or email ruth.maier@dor.org. 

DEACON JIM CARRA UPDATE… Jim's surgery went well but it 

lasted 12 hours!  He did fine and the doctor said the cancer is 

gone. Hallelujah! Thank you for all of your prayers. They worked! If 

you would like to send Get Well Wishes for Deacon Jim you can send 

them to his house. —16 Tenbury Way Fairport, NY 14450 

LAUGHING IN HEAVEN 

Q. How can you make God laugh?�

A. Tell him your plans. 
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Hello St. Catherine Families: Here are a few Q & A about the 

upcoming Faith Formation Sessions for 2020-2021. 

WHAT DOES FORMATION LOOK LIKE THIS YEAR? The Staff at 

St. Catherine’s has been putting our heads together to create a safe 

and effective curriculum for our families. We have decided to offer a 

Whole Parish Formation Monthly Playlist.   

WHAT IS THAT? On our website under FORMATION you will find 

“playlists” of different ways to learn about our monthly theme. You 

can use them to grow in your faith in God and with one another, 

especially in this time of physical (social) distancing. Pick a time that 

works for you and/or your family. Once a week, every day, or 

somewhere in between. Use one or two things or use them all. It's 

up to you! In addition, Elementary & Middle School Families will be 

utilizing a liturgical based program, which we have used in the past, 

called GOSPEL WEEKLIES. These are weekly handouts that you 

will get for each month. There is a parent sheet to help guide the 

conversation in addition to videos from Karen Luke, Vicky Wejko at 

Transfiguration, and the publishing company to help teach the 

lessons. There is an online component as well for the kids to take 

fun interactive assessments! 

WHAT ARE THE THEMES? The Staff will take one month to focus 

on ONE of the FOUR parts of the Mass: Opening Rite, Liturgy of the 

Word, Liturgy of the Eucharist, and Closing Rite. September will 

focus on the Opening Rite, October will be Liturgy of the Word, 

November is  Liturgy of the Eucharist, and December will be the 

Closing Rite.  Each month will offer a playlist of READ, ACT, 

LISTEN, REFLECT, PRAY and WATCH ideas on our parish 

website. There will be a Google Form to fill out at the end of each 

month letting us know what you decided to complete and thoughts 

about what you did! 

WHAT’S THE COST? We are still asking families to register so we 

can maintain our records and plan accordingly. This year there will 

be a Family Fee of $40.00 to help offset the cost of printing and 

other materials we purchase for the year.  

WILL THERE BE SOME SESSIONS AT THE CHURCH? We hope 

to be able to offer something during the year but it will depend on 

NYS and Diocesan Policy.  

WHEN & WHERE CAN WE REGISTER? NOW! TODAY!!! Just go 

to the Formation Link on our Parish Website and click 2020-2021 

Registration  

THANK YOU for your continued patience during this time as we 

enter into a new and creative way to bring you Faith Formation for 

this year! 

Blessings, Karen Luke & Parish Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

RYAN CONNORS...We have been in interesting times 

these past several months.  We have all adjusted our lives to 

keep ourselves and others healthy and safe.  The parish has 

made many adjustments as well.  Realizing the parish has been 

adjusting its operations, our teen parishioner Ryan Connors 

offered to fill in where he could help the parish through these days 

of “hiccups!”  I nominate Ryan for a Star Light for his generosity in 

volunteering in whatever needs the parish has had.  His 

willingness, talents, skills and stewardship has been very much 

appreciated. Thank you Ryan!  God Bless you my friend 

 

GRATEFULLY, FR. ROB & STAFF 

 

DOTTIE SMITH...On behalf of the Parish Staff, I would like to 

nominate Dottie for a STAR LIGHT as she begins her new 

adventures!  Our parish will miss all her special sewing touches and 

additions to the Arts & Environment, Prayer Shawl and Garden work 

that she has helped with over the 30+ years of being a member at 

St. Catherine.  Dottie, thank you for all your hard work and please 

don’t be a stranger!  We will miss you and the family!  Godspeed. 

IN GRATITUDE, KAREN LUKE      

THE ANNUAL HARVEST EXCHANGE 

TABLE is on the Porch and ready for your 

garden produce sharing. Our Harvest 

Exchange Table is for those who wish to 

share the abundance of their harvest with 

Non-gardeners or exchange their produce. 

All are welcome to participate! Thank you in 

advance for your generosity sharing your gift 

of harvest with others! 

MATTHEW'S CLOSET DONATION COLLECTION SHED IS OPEN… 

Please place all the clean gently used clothing and linens that you 

have saved during these last several months, into securely tied, 

plastic bags, and place them in the Shed, located in the upper 

Church parking lot. Due to expected increase in donations, please 

limit the number of bags you put into the Shed each week. This will 

help our parish volunteers who will be transporting the items, and 

also the staff at the Closet. With so much need, we at St. Catherine's 

are making a difference. 

THE PARISH COUNCIL IS IN NEED OF A 

RECORDING SECRETARY…Parish Council 

meets on the 2

nd

 Tuesday of the month from 

7–9

pm

. If interested or need more 

information, call Jen Yates, Chair of Parish 

Council  (694-5657) or Ruth (624-4990). 



Contact Us! 

   

Parish Office………….…... 624-4990 Masses:  Saturday 5pm 

Fax………………………… 624-4996  Sunday 8:15am 

Website……………………. www.saintcath.org  Sunday 10:30am 

Office Email..………………. mstcathe@dor.org  Monday-Thursday 9am 

Bulletin Email………………. 

Karen.luke@dor.org 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4pm-4:30pm or by appointment 

Parish Staff 

   

Maureen O’Connor  Parish Finance Director maureen.oconnor@dor.org Extension 5 

Pam McInerney Music Director pamela.mcinerney@dor.org 624-4990 

Ruth Maier SSJ Pastoral Associate ruth.maier@dor.org Extension 8 

Karen Luke Pastoral Associate of Christian       

Formation & Youth Ministry 

karen.luke@dor.org Extension 9 

Sharon Hurley Wedding Coordinator  624-4990 

Deacon James Carra Deacon jim.carra@dor.org Extension 7 

Crawford Butler Facilities Manager crawford.butler@dor.org Extension 4 

Fr. Rob Bourcy Pastor fr.rob.bourcy@dor.org Extension 2 

Jennifer Yates Parish Pastoral Council Chair jennifer_l_yates@hotmail.com  585.694.5657 

Laura Cutter Book Keeper laura.cutter@dor.org 624.4990 

Deacon Kevin Carges Deacon Kevin.Carges@dor.org 624.4990 

26 MENDON�IONIA ROAD    MENDON, NEW YORK    14506�

C e l e b r a t i n g  C h r i s t ’ s  L i f e  A m o n g  U s �

A  S t e w a r d s h i p  P a r i s h �
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Contact Joseph Meyers to place an ad today! 
jmeyers@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6470



• Accidents • Wills • Estates
Sheldon W. Boyce, Jr.

(585) 454-2000
brennalaw.com

Achieve Your Lifetime Dream!

Christopher Carosa, CTFA

3909 Rush Mendon Road
Mendon, NY 14506

(585) 624-3150 
submissions@MHFLSentinel.com

CAROSA
STANTON
Asset Management, LLC

Serving Private & Corporate
Investors; IRAs; 401(k)s;

Taxable & Non-Profit Funds

Call for an 
appointment today.

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Catherine of Siena, Mendon, NY 06-0087

Mark B. Tornatore, DMD
Jennifer C. Caroselli, DDS

6536 Anthony Drive
Suite A
East Victor Place
Victor, NY 14564
585-924-8940 Office
585-924-5817 Fax

www.victordentalcare.com

In Memory of Mrs. Dorothy Redding

The Way to Happiness
Keep your heart free from hate, your mind  
from worry. Live simply. Expect little. Give much.  
Fill your life with love. Scatter sunshine. Forget self –  
think of  others. Do as you would be done by. Trust God, Thank  
God for all your blessings. Do all you can for people without  
thought of personal gain. Spread happiness.

SERVING WESTERN NEW YORK FOR OVER 30 YEARS
Residential & Commercial

Remodeling & Home Improvement Services
3713 Rush Mendon Rd, Honeoye Falls, NY 14472

(585) 624-9684
www.jecconstruction.com

Your Mendon/
Honeoye Falls Expert

Call Irene
(585) 259-2124

IreneMendonHomes@gmail.com

Irene S Bennett
Associate Real Estate Broker


