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Dear Friends,  So... how o�en in 

our lives do we know someone 

who is physically on their way to 

sainthood?  Our parishioner , 

Martha Guenther shares with us 

her experience with her great�

grandmother’s brother, Father 

Michael J. McGivney.  On this 

weekend of gra$tude , I would like 

to share with you her words and her experience of 

this of a&ending his Bea$fica$on. �

�

“I was recently blessed to attend the Beatification of my 

great grandmother’s brother, the Venerable Father. 

Michael J. McGivney.  The event took place at the 

Cathedral of St. Joseph in Hartford, Connecticut on 

October 31

st

.  I’m having a difficult time expressing all 

the emotions I have after experiencing an event of this 

magnitude.  Why was I one of the few family members 

chosen to attend given the COVID restrictions? What 

message was I to learn from the life of Fr. McGivney? 

What impact did it have on me by meeting the family of 

the miracle boy, little “Mikey” McGivney Schachle, and 

seeing him interact with his family? 

Did Fr. McGivney purposely bring 

our family together after so many 

years of being estranged?�

�

These are some of the questions I 

have considered in the wake of this 

emotional weekend.�

�

 You may have watched the service 

and stories on EWTN, but if you 

haven’t, let me fill you in on a bit of 

background.  Fr. McGivney was a 

young parish priest in New Haven, 

Connecticut from 1880�1890. This 

was a time when there was much anti

�Catholic and anti�Irish sentiment.  

He created the Knights of Columbus 

to strengthen the faith of the men in 

his parish, to increase lay 

participation in the church, to 

provide charity to those in need, especially widows and 

orphans, and to build bridges with the community.  This 

organization gradually spread throughout Connecticut 

and is now worldwide. Fr. McGivney died of pneumonia 

during a coronavirus epidemic in 1890, though he was 

only 38 years old. �

�

I’ve come to believe that my purpose for attending the 

Beatification of the Blessed Michael J. McGivney was to 

strengthen my faith.  Observing the “all�in” dedication of 

the Schachle family, who put their child’s life in the 

hands of Fr. McGivney, made me understand the power 

of prayer and of lives lived in deep faithfulness.  Fr. 

McGivney lived the beatitudes, and his founding of the 

Knights of Columbus, who espouse faith, charity and 

fraternity, was part of his mission to grow his young 

church in New Haven.  During the Beatification and the 

subsequent Mass of Thanksgiving the following day, the 

beatitudes were an integral part of both the readings and 

sermons, reinforcing that we should all be living lives 

with them in mind.�

�

It would be hard to talk about the entire event without 

mentioning the impressive group of cardinals, 

archbishops, bishops and priests who concelebrated the 

Mass of Beatification.   With care to keep social 

distancing and following COVID safety precautions, 

there were also international representatives from many 

of the countries with Knights of Columbus chapters, 

several religious orders, the Knights of Columbus 

hierarchy, a large presence of media and a pared�down 

assortment of my long�lost McGivney family relatives. 

The choir from the Basilica of the National Shrine of the 

Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC. made 

heavenly music with Mass parts in Latin, and one Gaelic 

piece in honor of Fr. Mike’s Irish heritage.  This �

once�in�a�lifetime event will be something that I shall 

always treasure.  As “Uncle Saint” would have wanted, it 

has strengthened my faith and my desire to help others 

and to build bridges. Given the tumultuous times we are 

in, it is a message that rings loud and clear.”�

�

Hopefully you can join us for our Thanksgiving Liturgy on 

Wednesday Evening, November 25th at 7:00 PM.  May we 

share our gra)tude together in peace with God’s blessings 

abound.  Father Rob�

St. Catherine’s parishioner, Martha Guenther (center) surrounded by  her Aunt, Sr. Louise Finn, 

CND and her first cousins.  Note the shamrock masks in honor of their Irish heritage.�
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Advent Ser ies 

with Sr. Barbara Moore, SSJ 

Saturdays at 10:00 AM  

December 5, 12, 19 

In the Church of St. Catherine’s 

 

“What will this new Church year look like with Covid-19 and 

deaths continuing, and election completed and major  

 divisions still existing between and among us?”   

Our reflections will be divided into two parts.   

First an exploration of the Scripture readings  

and then their application for this season. 

 

 

December 5, 2020—Theme:  

“Who was in Jesus’ family? Mark’s Gospel is of little 

help in answering this questions.” 

 

December 12, 2020—Theme: 

“Mark and John’s Gospel both introduce John the 

Baptist. But aren’t they way out of line with the  

traditional timeline?”   

 

December 19, 2020—Theme: 

“Finally, our Gospel from Luke describes the  

Annunciation.  They are just in time because  

Christmas is six days away!” 

�

Annual  Mi t ten Tree 

 

Our Annual Mitten Tree Collection happens the weekends of 

Nov. 28 & 29; Dec 5 & 6; and Dec. 12 & 13. 

 

In these days of Covid-19, we will not have our actual Mitten 

Tree.  Instead, we will have a “Mitten Tree” gift box in the 

Gathering Space to accept your donations of warm mittens, 

winter hats, gloves, scarves and warm socks for women, men 

and children.   

 

For those that are not attending Mass at this time at Church, 

we will also have a “Mitten Tree” box in the Chapel for those 

who can  stop by during the week as the Chapel is open 

Monday through Thursday until 3:00pm 

 

Donated items will go to Hope Hall, House of Mercy and        

St. Joseph’s House of Hospitality. 

 

Hope Hall is a school for students marginalized by the traditional 

education system due to specific learning challenges. The majority of 

these children are in situations of poverty. 

 

House of Mercy is a homeless shelter and advocacy center located 

in one of the poorest neighborhoods of Rochester. The House pro-

vides food, shelter, clothing and a variety of support services to peo-

ple who struggle to survive every day. 

 

St. Joseph’s House of Hospitality is a Catholic Worker Community 

located in down-town Rochester, which provides food, clothing, 

shelter and spiritually-centered care to its guests. 

 

 

Christmas Gift   

& Food Appeal �

The children’s needs and wishes can be found on St. Catherine’s 

Gift Appeal Registries. (Amazon & Target).  Direct links to the 

registries are located on the St. Catherine’s Website.  Feel free to 

browse and   purchase items of your choice.  Your  items will be 

shipped directly to Sally Whitbeck's & Phyllis Hagen’s homes so 

you won't  need to drop them off at St. Catherine's.  We will shut 

the registries down by Dec 8th to allow for shipping time. 

The Christmas Food Appeal will be the same as Thanksgiving.  

Each family will receive a gift card to purchase items for their 

Christmas dinner.  Families favorite places to shop  are:  The Mar-

ketplace,  Aldis, Wegman’s & Walmart.   Please place your gift 

cards in an envelope marked “Phyllis Hagen”. You may drop them 

in the collection baskets in church or in the locked drop box outside 

the Parish Office.  You may also donate to the Good Samaritan 

Fund on our website and we will purchase the gift cards. Donations 

need to be dropped off by Dec 13th. If you have any questions 

please contact myself  pyhagen3@gmail.com or text/call 585-721-

6568 or  Sally sjwhitbeck109@gmail.com. 

We hope these new changes will keep both our parishioners and 

local families safe.  Thank you so much for your continued support. 

�

 

 

 

 

NEW EXHIBIT—Changemakers 

 

A new exhibit at the Rochester Museum and Science Center  

entitled: Changemakers—Rochester Women Who Changed The 

World will include the Sisters of St. Joseph. This exhibit opened 

Friday,  November 20th and will be on display for 6 months in the 

Riedman Gallery and throughout the third floor.  Included are 200 

inspiring stories of past and present women of Rochester, vision-

aries, trailblazers, inventors, activists, and entrepreneurs, who 

brought change for the community and for the world. You will be 

transported through history and current events, inspiring you to 

transform the future by becoming a Changemaker. 
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 Jean Underwood�Marshall by Sali & Joe Hazard�

Thanksgiving Mass�

Thursday, November 26

th

�
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�  No Service�
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th
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Christmas Flowers 

 If you would like to make a monetary donation  " 

IN MEMORY" or  " IN HONOR "  of a loved 

one for     Christmas Flowers, please, fill in and cut out the 

form below and place it in  an envelope marked  

"CHRISTMAS  FLOWERS"  and drop it in the Collection 

Basket or at the Parish Office.  Please print clearly!�

�

Christmas Flower Donation�

�

Your Name ______________________________________�

�

Phone Number or email�

________________________________________________�

�

IN MEMORY OF�

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________�

�

IN HONOR OF�

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________�

Our 2020/2021 CMA Responsibility is: 

$117,953 

 

Our progress as of October 31st is: 

43 Donors; $11,950 Pledged;  

10.13% of our goal; 

$117,068 remaining responsibility 

 

We thank those who have given generously 

and ask all who have not yet given to  

prayerfully consider doing so. 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Fasanello 

Mar. & Mrs. Craig LeFevre 

Dr. & Mrs. Steven Radi 

Thank you for your prayerful generosity! 

 

WADIA (DEE) RUSSELL 

WIFE OF FRANK RUSSELL 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them,  

O Lord and let perpetual  



Contact Us! 

   

Parish Office………….…... 624-4990 Masses:  Saturday 5:00pm 

Fax………………………… 624-4996  Sunday 8:15am 

Website……………………. www.saintcath.org  Sunday 10:30am 

Office Email..………………. mstcathe@dor.org  Monday-Thursday 9am 

Bulletin Email………………. 

Meg.Kastner@dor.org 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4pm-4:30pm or by appointment 

Parish Staff 

   

Maureen O’Connor  Parish Finance Director maureen.oconnor@dor.org  

Pam McInerney Music Director pamela.mcinerney@dor.org  

Ruth Maier SSJ Pastoral Associate ruth.maier@dor.org  

Karen Luke Pastoral Associate of Formation karen.luke@dor.org  

Sharon Hurley Wedding Coordinator   

Deacon James Carra Deacon jim.carra@dor.org  

Crawford Butler Facilities Manager crawford.butler@dor.org  

Fr. Rob Bourcy Pastor fr.rob.bourcy@dor.org  

Jennifer Yates Parish Pastoral Council Chair jennifer_l_yates@hotmail.com  585.694.5657 

Laura Cutter Book Keeper laura.cutter@dor.org  

Deacon Kevin Carges Deacon Kevin.Carges@dor.org  

Meg Kastner Admin. Assistant Meg.kastner@dor.org  

26 MENDON�IONIA ROAD    MENDON, NEW YORK    14506�

C e l e b r a t i n g  C h r i s t ’ s  L i f e  A m o n g  U s �

A  S t e w a r d s h i p  P a r i s h �
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Contact Joseph Meyers to place an ad today! 
jmeyers@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6470

Gibney Monument 
Works 

 - Monuments 
 - Pet Memorials
 - Bereavement 
 Support

gibneymonument.com 
(585) 237-2750 

135 N Center St. • Perry, NY 14530 

Spallina Materials is proud to be a Locally Spallina Materials is proud to be a Locally 
Owned & Operated American Company!Owned & Operated American Company!

Call 657-8001 for all your 
material and trucking needs!

Concrete / Asphalt  Sand / Gravel – Crushed Stone
Pickup / Delivery

Dump Truck & Slinger Services
Paving Services



• Accidents • Wills • Estates
Sheldon W. Boyce, Jr.

(585) 454-2000
brennalaw.com

Achieve Your Lifetime Dream!

Christopher Carosa, CTFA

3909 Rush Mendon Road
Mendon, NY 14506

(585) 624-3150 
submissions@MHFLSentinel.com

CAROSA
STANTON
Asset Management, LLC

Serving Private & Corporate
Investors; IRAs; 401(k)s;

Taxable & Non-Profit Funds

Call for an 
appointment today.

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Catherine of Siena, Mendon, NY 06-0087

Mark B. Tornatore, DMD
Jennifer C. Caroselli, DDS

6536 Anthony Drive
Suite A
East Victor Place
Victor, NY 14564
585-924-8940 Office
585-924-5817 Fax

www.victordentalcare.com

SERVING WESTERN NEW YORK FOR OVER 30 YEARS
Residential & Commercial

Remodeling & Home Improvement Services
3713 Rush Mendon Rd, Honeoye Falls, NY 14472

(585) 624-9684
www.jecconstruction.com

Your Mendon/
Honeoye Falls Expert

Call Irene
(585) 259-2124

IreneMendonHomes@gmail.com

Irene S Bennett
Associate Real Estate Broker


