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801 Main Street   PO Box 326   Vestal, New York    13851-0326    (607) 748-8287   
 olsvestal.org      A Roman Catholic Parish in the Diocese of Syracuse, New York 

 
 

 

July 5, 2020    Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Pastor 
Rev. John P. Donovan 

 

Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil        5:15pm 
Sunday     8:30am & 11am 

 

All Masses will be streamed 
live on our Facebook Page. 

 

  Per State guidelines, we  
are at 25% capacity.  Due  
to our limited capacity & 

Health Department 
guidelines, everyone 

 should register on our 
website for Weekend  

Masses or call the Parish 
Office 748-8287.   

 

Masks are required and social 
distancing guidelines shall be 

followed at all times inside 
and outside of the Church 

building.  
 

Daily Mass  
Mon. - Wed.            7:30am   
Saturday    9am (Church) 

 

Registration isn’t required for 
Daily Mass but please sign-in 
when you enter the Church 

building. 
 

Reconciliation 
Saturday   4pm-4:45pm 

 

Office Hours 
Mon. & Wed.    8am - 4pm 
Tues. & Thurs.  9am - 4pm  

 

We are all familiar with the refrain, “You have put on Christ. In him you have been 
baptized. Alleluia, alleluia!” In Baptism, we “put on” Christ. In putting on Christ, we put on 
all that Christ is and represents: hope, faith, and love. We are no longer bound to the sins 
and failures of the flesh, that part of us that resists God and relies exclusively on human 
means. It also means that we are not in debt to our past, complete with its sins, failures, 
regrets, fears, and unfulfilled dreams. There is always hope. In putting on Christ, we put on 
God’s vision for the world, for all of His children and for us. We have been given a road 
map to guide our paths and a blueprint to follow for our life’s journey. 
 

There is no need for regret, and we are not tethered to our past. Is there anything in your 
past that you regret? Any decision or memory that continues to haunt you? We have all 
made mistakes, and we have this uncanny ability to continue beating ourselves up over 
things we can no longer do anything about, except learn from them. To put on Christ 
means that I can now bring God’s unconditional love to my hurtful memories and sinful 
choices. With each new moment and every new choice, I can start clean and live in 
freedom. 
 

Imagine adults when the disciples were preaching and baptizing. They came to baptism 
not really knowing who they were, with pasts that were broken, seeking to live the joy of 
the Gospel they heard spoken to them and wanting the love they saw witnessed in the 
lives of those who believed. What tremendous celebrations their baptisms must have 
been! They could now have the support of a community, full participation in the 
sacraments of the church, focus for their disordered lives, consolation, healing, and an 
understanding of what life is really all about. 
 

Our lives are meant to be celebrations of the Spirit we have received in Baptism. How does 
that joy get expressed in and through you? When we truly understand that we have put on 
Christ, our burdens can become much lighter. It is odd that so many Christians look like 
they are carrying the weight of the world on their shoulders. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if 
those weights could be lifted and joy experienced! 
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Pastor’s Desk 

Parish News 

YouTube 
Did you know OLS has a You 
Tube Channel?  You’ll be able 

to view any of the videos of the Masses we 
have broadcast, videos we have shared on 
our social media as well as some other fun 
videos from the past few years you might 
enjoy.  Subscribe to OLS Vestal NY on 
YouTube!  Here’s a link: 

 https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC7vXwU3uruV8fXV2M3FrUng 

Homebound Parishioners 
We have been given the approval to visit 
(with strict precautions in place) anyone 
who would like to be visited.  HOWEVER, 
we certainly understand that not everyone 
feels comfortable with having visitors in their 
home.  If you know of someone that would 
like a home visit, please let me know. If you 
know of someone that would like a phone call 
or a bulletin, again, let me know and we can 
make that happen.  We don't want any 
parishioner to feel that we have lost touch.  If 
we don't hear that someone wants us to be in 
contact, I have to assume that someone else is 
already doing this. So, help your church 
family stay connected.  I am here to help. 

 - Jackie 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
RCIA sessions will begin again this fall. The sessions begin with an Inquiry period were we discuss basic 
questions about faith and the church. If you know someone who might be interested in joining our church, or if 
you have attended Mass and are not Catholic and are thinking now might be the time to join the Catholic 
church, please call Diane Rigotti at the parish office to set up an appointment to discuss the process.  

Sacraments of Initiation 
As we are assuming a new normal we will be celebrating the Easter Sacraments throughout July & August.   

 Baptisms:  Throughout July & August, Baptisms will only be celebrated outside of Mass. 
 

 Confirmation:  As the Diocesan Pilot Program we participated in ended in June 2019, the decision 
was made not to Confirm students in eighth grade but instead ninth grade.  Thus, no confirmation 
was planned for 2020. 

 

 First Eucharist:  Throughout July and August, at each Mass there may be children receiving their 
First Eucharist.  No more than two families at a time,  all three weekend Masses. 

 

 RCIA:  This year we had no one to be baptized and one person to be received into the Church.  Sunday, June 28, Bethenie 
Hrehor was received into the Church through her profession of Faith, Confirmation and First Eucharist.  Congratulations and 
welcome Bethenie. 

 

                                                                              Ask the Pastor 
I have every intention to continue the videos.  What topics or question would you like dissected?  Let me know, 
jpdonovan@syrdio.org.                                                                                                                                                    Father Donovan 

 

 

Please Welcome 
Bethenie Piney Hrehor 

Bethenie was our RCIA candidate 
this year and received the sacraments 
of Confirmation and Holy Eucharist 

Sunday, June 28th, 2020. We welcome 
her to our parish community  

here at OLS! 

Diane Rigotti & the RCIA team 



 

 

Email Solicitations 
There have been reports from parishioners across our diocese 
who have received emails and texts from individuals claiming 
to be their pastor. Usually the content of the message will 
include some form of request for money that is outside of the 
normal channels of giving, for example electronic gift cards for 
amazon or iTunes. These messages usually include some sense 
of urgency and may span over several emails, beginning with 
an inquiry like “Hi are you available? I have a quick request.” 
Some of these fraudulent attempts have gone so far as to 
create email accounts which look very much like an official 
address. Please be aware that neither our parish nor Father 
will ever reach out to you directly via email text or social 
media for direct solicitation of gift cards, wire transfers or 
other electronic monetary transactions. If you suspect you 
may have received a fraudulent request, or would like to 
confirm the genuineness of a message, please contact our 
parish office. To report a fraudulent request please forward 
the message to: stop-fraud@syrdio.org. 
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WHY DO WE DO THAT? 

Catholic Life Explained 
Why Kneel? 

Why do we kneel at Mass? 

Since the beginnings of the Church, kneeling has been a key 
posture of prayer. We see Sts. Peter and Paul in the Acts of the 
Apostles kneeling in prayer. Early in the 4th century, the 
Council of Nicea prohibited kneeling on Sundays and special 
feasts. Kneeling began more as a posture of penance for our 
sins, but in the history of the Church, it has become more a 
posture or reverence and solemn prayer. 
 

You will notice that the times we kneel at Mass are tied to the 
consecration of the holy Eucharist. We kneel in both 
anticipation of what will occur and then in awe of what has 
taken place: Jesus Christ becomes truly present to us under 
the guise of bread and wine. The profoundness of this event 
has over time led the Church to mandate in the current 
General Instruction of the Roman Missal that kneeling is the 
only posture allowed during this time. The sheer 
awesomeness of the holy Eucharist leads us to fall to our 
knees in wonder and thanksgiving. 

 Responding to the Call 

Everyday Stewardship 
Recognize God in Your Ordinary 
Moments 
Faith Like a Child 

If you Google Search 
recommendations on how to raise 
generous children, almost every 
list of ideas begins with — or at 
least contains — the directive for 
adults to be good models of 
generosity themselves. Our 
children learn from our actions 
much more than from our words. 
Of course, when I think back over the years while my 
children were growing up, I think I may have learned as 
much from them as they learned from me. There is a time 
between early childhood and middle school where a child 
seems to be freer to give and share than at any other time in 
life. It is around the age of First Communion when the cries 
of “mine” turn to laughter and smiles, and the urge to be a 
part of something bigger than oneself leads to sharing. 
Before you know it, the child hits the pre-teen years, and 
once again, he or she becomes the center of the universe. 
 

I believe that the previous paragraph is all true, however, the 
stages described seem to repeat themselves throughout 
adulthood. Don’t you agree? Sometimes we fall into seeing 
ourselves as the center of the universe, or we become 
consumed by our state in life or with what we have acquired. 
Also, we at times are generous and loving people. It is sin 
that draws us back into ourselves and away from any 
meaningful life of stewardship and generosity. In order to be 
freed for love, we need role models to help us see what really 
matters. We need to reflect on the example of many of our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. And, yes, we need to look to 
children who may be at the point in their lives where sharing 
is fun, and love is something in abundance. 
                                                                — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

A series that explores some of the Catholic shrines 
and places of pilgrimage in Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
New York, and New Jersey. The series consists of 13 
half-hour episodes, each exploring one or more sites 
on the East Coast. 
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Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

First Eucharist 
As we go into Summer and are able to accommodate people inside the church, we will begin inviting our 
First Communion Students to join us fully at the table of our Lord.  With all the changes from classes and 
retreats this past Spring,  it will be a blessing to have them fully participate in the Mass now.  Please 
continue to pray for those families as they begin their final preparation for this important sacrament. 

Let’s talk tech!  
How many times do you 
look at your cellphone, 
sometimes for no reason at 
all? Our smartphones have 
become almost like security 
blankets in our pockets. 

Let’s think of our phones as “a cross in my pocket” 
instead… a reminder that Jesus is always with us, and we 
can be with him in prayer, scripture, song, and formation. 
The Office of Catechesis has compiled a list of our favorite 
apps that your family can use. So next time you reach for 
your phone, reach for faith! Take a moment to pray or 
read scripture, meditate on the words in today’s Gospel, 
or sing a favorite hymn. 
 

Children & Families 
Saint of the Day 
Audio Catholic Kids 
Catholic Words & Games 
Pray as you go (includes children’s prayers as well… 
whole family!) 
 

Teens & Young Adults 
Catholic Study Bible App (Ignatius Press Bible) 
40 Day Spiritual Workout for Catholic Teens (Tim Rice) 
FOCUS Equip (iOS, Android, Windows Phone) 
Decision Point—Catholic App  
Dynamic Catholic (iOS, Android, Mac & PC) 
Bible-Catholic Study 
DoCat 

Happy Independence Day 
The stories from Independence Days past are a great way to share your homegrown history.   History can come 
alive for our young people when former holiday traditions are told in the form of a story.   
 

Like the story of Uncle Sam - Did you know that Sam Wilson who had served as a soldier in the Revolutionary War 
was the original Uncle Sam?.  Upon his return to Troy, NY he began a meatpacking business and due to his 
honesty, common sense and friendliness, he became known as “Uncle Sam”.  When the war of 1812 broke out he 
became a supplier of meat to the army.  The story goes, one day a reporter writing about the war efforts visited 
Wilson’s butchery.  There he noticed that all the barrels of beef were steamed “U.S.”.  When the reporter inquired 
to what the initials stood for, a clerk told him “Why Uncle Sam of course.”  Very soon the story of the army’s Uncle 
Same caught on and “Uncle Sam” began appearing in newspapers all across the country.   In the early 1840’s a 
Victorian performer named Dan Rice made the Uncle Sam character larger than life when he portrayed the 
character walking on stilts and dressed in a Stars and Stripes costume.  In 1869 Thomas Nast first drew the 

picture of the most commonly recognized image with gray hair and a gray beard.  This would fit in the did you know 
category.  Feel free to share this story and stories of your Independence Day family traditions to help keep those stories alive. 
 

The same is true of our Catholic Faith.  Sharing stories of the way your family used to celebrate your faith, is a great way to keep 
your faith life rich and ever young. 

 

Sharing the Gospel 
Jesus knows that you can get tired. Doing your best in 
school is hard work. You also may feel tired, sad, or left 

out on the playground. 
Whenever you start to feel 
tired, remember that Jesus 
is with you. Learn from 
Jesus. Follow his example. 
Be honest. Be kind. Help 
others do the right thing. 
Jesus will help you. 

 

Prayer 
Jesus, I thank you for helping me when I'm tired. 

 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of Jesus beside you at school. 

 

Mission for the Week 
Look for someone who is alone on the playground,  

and ask her to play. 

PEACE Camp 
Yes, it is true we are going to celebrate 
PEACE - socially distanced and looking a 
bit different but teaching peace just the 
same. Invite friends, family, even 
grandchildren. Peace begins with each 
one of us.  The Peace Camp registration 
form  is available on our website 

olsvestal.org  and in the Gathering Space.  
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Sun  7/05 

First Reading 
Second Reading 
Gospel 

Zechariah 9:9-10 
Romans 8:9, 11-13 
Matthew 11:25-30 

Mon  7/06 
First Reading 
Gospel 

Hosea 2:16, 17b-18, 21-22 
Matthew 9:18-26 

Tues 7/07 
First Reading 
Gospel 

Hosea 8:4-7, 11-13 
Matthew 9:32-38 

Wed  7/08 
First Reading 
Gospel 

Hosea 10:1-3, 7-8 
Matthew 10:1-7 

Thurs 7/09 

First Reading 
Gospel 

Hosea 11:1-4, 8e-9 
Matthew 10:7-15 

Fri  7/10 

First Reading 
Gospel 

Hosea 14:2-10 
Matthew 10:16-23 

Sat  7/11 

First Reading 
Gospel 

Isaiah 6:1-8 
Matthew 10:24-33 

Sun  7/12 

First Reading 
Second Reading 
Gospel 

Isaiah 55:10-11 
Romans 8:18-23 
Matthew 13:1-23 

Readings for the Week of July 5, 2020 

…all those who have recently died & their 
families. 

 

…are burning for  the prayer intentions of Mr. & 
Mrs. John Hroncich 

“The flesh is our old self of yesterday and the one we left behind in baptism, it is the self of  
doubts and fears, sin and error, reluctance, untamed passion, and errors in judgement.  It is 
also the self of missed opportunities and roads untraveled.  Although we were baptized many 
years ago, every day is another day to live, not according to the flesh of yesterday with its 
regrets and misgivings, but rather to live the life of the spirit of today and tomorrow.  The 
burdens of our personal baggage and of life itself can weigh us down.  The love of Jesus Christ 
and the life of the spirit can pick us up, refresh us, and provide us with the hope for new 
opportunities and discoveries.  Because we have been baptized in Christ, we need not be 
anxious about what we did or did not do yesterday or anxious about what will come tomorrow.  
We need only to seek out the love that is before us, around us, and in us and learn. 

Sunday:         14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday:                 St. Maria Goretti, Vigin & Martyr 
Thursday:            St. Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest and Companions, Martyrs 
Saturday:             St. Benedict, Abbot 
Next Sunday:   15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Observances for the Week of July 5, 2020 

Weekly Prayer 

Mass Intentions Sanctuary Lamps 

 

Pope Francis (@Pontifex) 

 

Please Remember in Prayer 

Monday, July 6 

     7:30am     Danile Guzion – Paul & Betsy Brazill 
Tuesday, July 7 

     7:30am     Father Matthew Brown – Carl & Bunny Janis 
Wednesday, July 8 

     7:30am     Thomas Wisniewski - Family 
Saturday, July 11 

     9:00am     Matthew Hoenig – Cynthia Hicks & Family 
     5:15pm     Josephine Bucek (Birthday) – Celia, Loren & Jerry 
Sunday, July 12 

     8:30am     Tom Pomeroy – Shirley & Angelo Macchiano 
   11:00am     The People of Our Lady of Sorrows 

Live the Liturgy - Inspiration for the Week 

“Just as the Lord transformed Simon into Peter, 
so He calls each one of us, to make us living 
stones with which to build a renewed Church 
and a renewed humanity.” 



 

 

The Best Catholic Content.  All In One Place. 
 formed.org/signup   

Select your parish and register your name and email.   

Pastor  
Rev. John P. Donovan      

jpdonovan@syrdio.org 

Pastoral Associate 
Jackie Adams 

jadams@syrdiocese.org 

Adult Faith Formation 
Diane Rigotti 

diane@olsvestal.org 

Youth Minister 
                      Emily Brennan 

ebrennan@syrdiocese.org 

Business Administrator  
Amy Sullivan 

amy@olsvestal.org 

Music Director 
Matthew Vavalle  

mvavalle@syrdiocese.org 

Front Office/Bulletin  
Kelley Marconi 

office@olsvestal.org 
olsbulletin@olsvestal.org 

Back Office/IT  
Kathy O’Brien 

kathy@olsvestal.org 

Maintenance 
                     Mitch Bomysoad 
                     Peter Klie  

Baptism 
Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements.  If this is 
your first child, a baptism prep online class is required.  Any 
questions please call Diane Rigotti at 748-8287. 

Our Lady of Sorrows Parish Information 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Your generosity, charity and sacrifice are deeply 

appreciated.  Thank you very much! 

 

Our Giving 

 

Parish Contact List 

Parish Office (607)748-8287 
Parish Email office@olsvestal.org 
Faith Formation (607)748-8287 
Food Pantry (Julie Slattery) (607)785-3214 

pantry@olsvestal.org 
Dennis Slattery Parish Council 

Tom Boslet (Grand Knight)   tboslet02@gmail.com 
 

Sacraments 

Marriage 
Please call the Parish Office at least six months in advance to 
make arrangements. 

First Sacraments & Confirmation 
Please contact our Director of Faith Formation, Jackie Adams 
jadams@syrdiocese.org. 

 

Ministry to the Sick 

If a family member is hospitalized or homebound, please call 
the Parish Office as soon as possible. Privacy laws may 
prevent a hospital from telling us your loved one is there. 

Please call or email the Parish Office with your new address 
and phone number, or let us know if you are leaving the 
parish.  

 

If you are moving ... 

Regular Offering 

Envelopes (113)  $4,693.00  

Loose $114.00 

On-Line Giving  (70)     $2,678.00 

TOTAL    $7,485.00 

 

Formed 

 

Parish Staff 

 

OLS Social Media 

 

Online Giving 

Parish Website:   olsvestal.org 



THIS SPACE IS LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

Jim Farrell
COMMERCIAL DIVISION
E-mail: jfarrell@endwellrug.com

George F. Highway
Endwell, New York 13760

607-748-7366
1-800-526-3466
Fax: 607-748-1111

www.endwellrug.com
Hours: M-F 8-9 / Sat. 8-5 / Sun. 12-5

 BROOME
 BITUMINOUS 
 PRODUCTS, INC.
Quality Paving & Site Work

for Over 30 Years
416 Prentice Rd., Vestal • 729-0498
www.BroomeBituminous.com
The GATES FAMILY/Parish Member

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
SALES • SERVICE

AIR CONDITIONING
Est. 1917 – 4 Generations of Reliable Service

1555 Union Center - Maine Hwy.

(607) 754-2424 • 1-800-407-3343
119 Washington Ave., Endicot

Mike Packs

PETCOSKY & SONS
PLUMBING AND
HEATING, INC.
607-797-0160
FAX: 770-4482

Commercial 
and Residential

FREE ESTIMATES
24 Hour Emergency Service

Michael Petcosky
mpetcosky@petcosky-sons.com

421 Commerce Rd. Vestal, NY 13850

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal, NY 06-0089

Chris Wade Licensed Electrical Contractor
COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL

wadeelectric@stny.rr.com

607-748-1495

3748 Vestal Parkway East, Vestal NY
607-217-5288 • bashasgrill.com

Catering Available for All Size Events!
– Parishioner Owned & Operated –

Martin Kane
Appraisal Service

Residential Real Estate Appraisals

Office (607) 760-1983
MKappraisals@stny.rr.com

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal, NY 06-0089

 We Rock the
 Southern Tier
 • Rock Products
 • Sand & Gravel

50 Truck Fleet Avail. for Delivery
3430 St. Rt 434, Apalachin, NY 
607–687–1114 • 607–687–1856 fax

NICK’S GARAGE

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
AUTO REPAIR

625-3015
1429 Main Street

Apalachin, NY

 Vestal
 Parkway

3916 Vestal Pkwy. E.
(next to Binghamton University)

(607) 729-5131

York’sYork’s
LandscapeLandscape

ServiceService
(607) 821-8572(607) 821-8572
(570) 623-2225(570) 623-2225
Apalachin, New YorkApalachin, New York

THE YORK FAMILYTHE YORK FAMILY
yorkslandscapeservice@gmail.comyorkslandscapeservice@gmail.com

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
Glenwood Road, Vestal, NY 13850

607-754-6619
www.cooksplumbingandheating.com

Belknap Lumber Inc.
Kitchen Design Studio

BUILDING STARTS HERE
Fully Functional Mill
607-729-1583

www.belknaplumber.com
7 Belknap Ave. • Binghamton, NY

COOK’S TREE SERVICE
Your Complete Professional Tree Care Service • 51st Year

All Phases of Tree Care & Emergency Services

Provided for Residential & Commercial 
Tree Insect & Identification & Treatment

4 Pumphouse Rd., Vestal, New York  • Ph (607) 748-2347
 Fax (607) 786-5910

cookstreeservices@yahoo.com

607-785-3339
Parishioner

at O.L.S.

www.VestalDental.com
533 Clayton Avenue, Vestal, NY

Locally Owned and Operated
 300 E. Main St., Endicott, NY  607-785-0411
 765 Main St., Vestal, NY  607-748-4695

Mark J. Murphy & Steven Gabriel, Co-Owners 
Ronald Yurecka

FUNERAL HOME, LLC

This Space 
is Available


