
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Our Lady of Sorrows Church 
 

801 Main Street   PO Box 326   Vestal, New York    13851-0326    (607) 748-8287   
 olsvestal.org      A Roman Catholic Parish in the Diocese of Syracuse, New York 

 
 

 

July 19, 2020    Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 

Pastor 
Rev. John P. Donovan 

 

Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil        5:15pm 
Sunday     8:30am & 11am 

 

All Masses will be streamed 
live on our Facebook Page. 

 

  Per State guidelines, we  
are at 50% capacity.  Due  
to our limited capacity & 

Health Department 
guidelines, everyone should 
register on our website for 

weekend Masses  at 
@olsvestal.org or call the 
Parish Office 748-8287.   

 

Masks are required and  
social distancing guidelines 
shall be followed at all times 

inside and outside of the 
Church building.  

 

Daily Mass (Church) 
Mon. - Wed.            7:30am   

Saturday    9am  
 

Registration isn’t required  
for Daily Mass but please  

sign-in when you enter the 
Church building. 

 

Reconciliation 
Saturday   4pm-4:45pm 

 

Office Hours 
Mon. & Wed.    8am - 4pm 
Tues. & Thurs.  9am - 4pm  

 

Grace and sin, belief and unbelief, good and evil all exist together. While we wrestle with 
these two dimensions of reality inwardly, they are also witnessed in the actions and 
words of others. Many, all too often, beat themselves up because of their sin. We are also 
all too quick to pass judgment on others whom we perceive to be in error and walking 
down a wrong path. God does not make rash judgments, nor should we. Patience is the 
order of the day as is an understanding that God is ultimately the caller of the shots. 
 

Our faith tells us that while God allows the wheat and the weeds to coexist, the wheat will 
always triumph. As long as we can cultivate even a little faith and a small measure of 
desire for God, He can produce abundant blessings and good things. Even when the weeds 
seem to have triumphed, there still may be a small measure of faith remaining that can be 
cultivated and grown. It doesn’t take much! Unless a person totally allows the weeds to 
reign, there is always to be found at least a small measure of faith, good, light, and love. 
With even this small portion, God can produce abundant growth.  
 

Admittedly, it is easy to give into the weeds, and they grow very quickly. Any gardener 
knows this to be true. Sometimes, the weeds even seem more attractive and vibrant. 
Dealing with weeds can quickly become a losing battle, and they can look healthier and 
grow faster than the very plants we are trying to protect. It’s easy to give into them and let 
them win. While God will deal with all things in due time, we are responsible for keeping 
things in check in the short term. It is our task to keep our eyes fixed on God’s presence 
and mercy. We are asked to avoid judgment. And, it is not our responsibility to deal with 
the weeds in someone else’s garden, only our own. One garden is enough responsibility 
for anyone. 
 

Weeds have power. We have to realize this. While they can appear attractive and healthy, 
they can quickly choke us off from God’s presence. Our task is one of maintenance and 
cultivating a desire for God. Even the smallest kernel of faith can grow into something 
wonderful. In God’s time, the eternal harvest will come, and we will no longer have to 
worry about the weeds.  
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Pastor’s Desk 

 

Please Welcome to Our Catholic Faith through       
the Sacrament of Baptism: 

 
Kaylee Love Campo 

 
Let us pray that in the years to come, 

 the gift of faith may grow in this child, 
Let us pray also for her family,  

may they guide and help her know 
 and live the gift she has received. 

 

Parish News 

Baptism & First Eucharist 
Baptisms:  Throughout July & August, 
Baptisms will only be celebrated outside of 
Mass. 
 
First Eucharist:  Throughout July and August, 
at each Mass there may be children receiving 
their First Eucharist.  No more than two 
families at a time, all three weekend Masses. 
 

Ask the Pastor   
I have every intention to continue the videos.  What topics or question 
would you like dissected?  Let me know, jpdonovan@syrdio.org.   

 

                                                            Father Donovan 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
RCIA sessions will begin again this fall. The sessions begin with an 

Inquiry period where we discuss basic questions about faith and the 

church. If you know someone who might be interested in joining our 

church, or if you have attended Mass and are not Catholic and are 

thinking now might be the time to join the Catholic church, please 

call Diane Rigotti at the parish office to set up an appointment to 

discuss the process.  
 

Home Visits 
We have been given the OK to visit our homebound 
parishioners.  However, you may not feel comfortable 
with people in your home. Please know that you will 
continue to remain in our prayers.  Be assured that if I 
come to your home, I will be coming with a mask and 
will leave it on at all times.  I will also be sanitizing my 
hands and anything I am leaving for you (i.e. bulletins).  
If you would like a home visit, please let us know by 
calling the office. (607) 748-8287.     
                                                                                               -Jackie 

Our Parish Family 
Have you joined us in person at Mass?  If you look 
around your favorite spot in church (you all know we 
have them) and you miss folks that used to sit around 
you, feel free to let me know and I can send a bulletin 
and a note to make sure they know that we miss them.  I 
have several I send now, but I know there are folks out 
there that would appreciate a note from us.  Please let 
me know who you are missing.  
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WHY DO WE DO THAT? 

Catholic Life Explained 

 

The Tradition of Genuflection? 

Can & Bottle Shed 

As you may know, the can and bottle shed located behind the 
school is a major source of fundraising for Youth Ministry. Dave 
Waters and his family have been sorting the cans and bottles 
for over fourteen years and they are looking to pass the torch! 
Dave has offered to work with and train his replacement! If you 
or your family are interested in taking over for Dave, either by 
yourself or as a group, please contact Emily Brennan at 607-
744-1238 or at ebrennan@syrdio.org.  

SILVER CIRCLE 
The Silver Circle is a membership program that benefits retired 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Sisters (IHM).  For only $25 per 
membership, your name is entered in more than 324 drawings 
from October through June with cash prizes from $50 to 
$1,000!  You will also be remembered in a monthly mass for 
benefactors and in the prayers of the IHM Sisters.  Please 
contact Sister Kathleen Joy Steck, IHM at 607-237-5653 for a 
Silver Circle Membership Form.  Thank you for your kind 
support of the IHM Sisters. 

Why do Catholics genuflect? 
 

Genuflection is an act of devotion that literally means “to 
bend the knee.” For many Catholics, it’s an almost automatic 
gesture that we perform before entering our pew or row of 
seats at Mass. But, like many of the symbols and gestures of 
our faith tradition, genuflecting can also be an invitation for 
deeper reflection. 
 

The practice of “bending the knee” is an ancient way of 
recognizing the presence of someone greater than we are. It 
has been said that the practice dates back to the time of 
Alexander the Great, but it became a common part of 
etiquette in the royal courts of the Middle Ages. From throne 
rooms and palaces, it was a small step to genuflecting 
becoming part of the devotional lives of Christians, who 
used this secular gesture as a way of recognizing the 
presence of the One who is King of Kings, especially in the 
Eucharist. 
 

Today, Catholics are asked to genuflect in the presence of 
the Blessed Sacrament (whether in the tabernacle or 
exposed on the altar during Eucharistic Adoration). So, 
while it has become second nature to genuflect before 
entering your seat in church, we should pay attention to 
where the Blessed Sacrament is kept in each church or 
chapel that we visit, and genuflect in the direction of the 
tabernacle where the Blessed Sacrament is kept. In churches 
or chapels in which the tabernacle is in a separate space, we 
are invited to simply bow toward the altar. 
 

In addition to genuflecting before the Blessed Sacrament, we 
are also instructed to genuflect before the cross used for 
veneration on Good Friday (during the solemn celebrations 
of the Lord’s Passion) and any time a relic of the True Cross 
is displayed for veneration. This long-standing tradition is a 
way of honoring the cross as the great sign of our salvation 
and of showing devotion to the passion of Jesus. 



 

 

Page Four                                                                                            Our Lady of Sorrows Church                                                                                        July 19, 2020 

Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

 

 

                      Peace Camp 2020  
Peace Camp 2020 is a go! With Precautions & Distancing!!  Masks required, hand sanitizing stations, each 
child will have a personal space mat!  Peace Camp is a fun-filled four days of celebrating the diverse 
community we live in while learning about peace, conflict resolution, cooperation, and caring about each other 
and our world.  Join the OLS Youth Group and local teens as they help spread peace! 

 
29th Annual Peace Camp - 2020 

Monday, July 20 -Thursday, July 23, 2020   5:30-8:00 pm   
Our Lady of Sorrows Cafe, 801 Main Street, Vestal, NY 

 
 

Family celebration and skits on Thursday, NO PEACE MEAL this year. 

 

Celebrate @ Home Activities:   Mass 
1. You may have noticed there are no missals 

at mass. You may want to download an app 
to follow the order of Sunday Mass...or as a 
family, create a Mass booklet to follow. 

2. Pray with the Sunday readings before going 
to Mass. 

3. VIRTUE OF THE WEEK - Gratitude. 
Determine as a family how you can show 
gratitude for each other and in the world. 
Begin a “Gratitude Journal” from now until 
Thanksgiving. The journals at that time can 
be a focal point for your Thanksgiving 
celebration as a family.  

4. Chat about the Homily on the way home!  

Sharing the Gospel 
As God's child, you are the 
wheat in God's field. As 
you love and trust God 
more, your faith will grow. 
You will see others around 
you who love God, too. 
God will be happy to see 

you growing up in God's love. 
Prayer 

God, help my love and faith to grow strong. 
 

Something to Draw 
Draw a picture of wheat and weeds. 
 

Mission for the Week 
Help your parents in the garden. Watch how 
carefully weeds need to be pulled, so you don't 

pull up the good plants, too. 
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Sun  7/19 

First Reading 
Second Reading 
Gospel 

Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 
Romans 8:26-27 
Matthew 13:24-43 

Mon  7/20 
First Reading 
Gospel 

Micah 6:1-4, 6-8 
Matthew 12:38-42 

Tues 7/21 
First Reading 
Gospel 

Micah 7:14-15, 18-20 
Matthew 12:46-50 

Wed  7/22 
First Reading 
Gospel 

Song of Songs 3:1-4b 
John 20:1-2, 11-18 

Thurs 7/23 

First Reading 
Gospel 

Jeremiah 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13 
Matthew 13:18-23 

Fri  7/24 

First Reading 
Gospel 

Jeremiah 3:14-17 
Matthew 20:20-28 

Sat  7/25 

First Reading 
Gospel 

2 Corinthians 4:7-15 
Matthew 20:20-28 

Sun  7/26 

First Reading 
Second Reading 
Gospel 

1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 
Romans 8:28-30 
Mathew 13:44-52 

Readings for the Week of July 19, 2020 

…all those who have recently died & their 
families: 

Joyce Balles, parishioner 
Frances Durant, Grandmother of Renee Parisella, 

Alex Shalkey, husband of Josephine, 
Gladys Walling, parishioner. 

…are burning for Kaylee Love Campo, who is 
being baptized this weekend. 

Sunday:         16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday:                 St. Apollinaris, Bishop & Martyr 
Tuesday:               St. Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest & Doctor of the Church 
Wednesday:       St. Mary Magdalene 
Thursday:              St. Bridget, Religious 
Friday:                     St. Sharbel Makhlu f, Priest 
Saturday:              St. James, Apostle 
Next Sunday:   17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Observances for the Week of July 19, 2020 

Weekly Prayer 

Mass Intentions Sanctuary Lamps 

 

Please Remember in Prayer 

 

Pope Francis (@Pontifex) 

Grace and sin are found together. As much as our hearts long for union with God, there is always that part of us that resists . As 
much as I wholeheartedly believe in God, there is a dimension of disbelief with which I also wrestle. Even though we may seek 

purity and integrity in all of our thoughts, words, and deeds, there is also the path toward weakness 
and sin that we find ourselves traversing. Just as weeds can easily overtake the best of gardens, so 
too can weakness and sin overtake and overwhelm a person. The call is to realize the power the 
weeds of sin have to choke us off from God’s presence. While God allows the wheat and the weeds 
to exist together, we must keep our eyes fixed on God’s mercy and forgiveness and resist the death 
that comes from giving way to sin and evil. In God’s time, the eternal harvest will come, and we will 
no longer have to worry about the weeds. For now, we must be vigilant and regularly seek the 
assistance of the Master Gardener. 

Monday, July 20 

     7:30am     The People of Our Lady of Sorrows 
Tuesday, July 21 

     7:30am     Vocations – Vestal Knights of Columbus Council #4746 
Wednesday, July 22 

     7:30am     Janet Paul - Family 
Saturday, July 25 

     9:00am     Terri Consol – Henry & Liz Hagadorn 
     5:15pm     GJ Gerner – Christine, Tim, Angela & Adam Smith 
Sunday, July 26 

     8:30am     Joseph Sapienza - Family 
   11:00am     Joseph Farrell (Birthday) – Charles & Carole Di Giacomo 

Live the Liturgy - Inspiration for the Week 

“Christian joy flows from listening to, and accept-
ing, the Good News of the death and resurrection of 

Jesus. Whoever believes this message knows that 
life is born of the love of God the Father. “ 



 

 

The Best Catholic Content.  All In One Place. 
 formed.org/signup   

Select your parish and register your name and email.   

Pastor  
Rev. John P. Donovan      jpdonovan@syrdio.org 

Pastoral Associate 
Jackie Adams jackie@olsvestal.org 

Adult Faith Formation 
Diane Rigotti diane@olsvestal.org 

Youth Minister 
                      Emily Brennan ebrennan@syrdio.org 
Business Administrator  

Amy Sullivan amy@olsvestal.org 
Music Director 

Matthew Vavalle  mvavalle@syrdiocese.org 
Front Office/Bulletin  

Kelley Marconi 
office@olsvestal.org 
olsbulletin@olsvestal.org 

Back Office/IT  
Kathy O’Brien kathy@olsvestal.org 

Maintenance 
                     Mitch Bomysoad 
                     Peter Klie  

Baptism 
Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements.  If this is 
your first child, a baptism prep online class is required.  Any 
questions please call Diane Rigotti at 748-8287. 

Our Lady of Sorrows Parish Information 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Your generosity, charity and sacrifice are deeply 

appreciated.  Thank you very much! 

 

Our Giving 

 

Parish Contact List 

Parish Office (607)748-8287 
Parish Email office@olsvestal.org 
Faith Formation (607)748-8287 
Food Pantry (Julie Slattery) (607)785-3214 

pantry@olsvestal.org 
Dennis Slattery Parish Council 

Tom Boslet (Grand Knight)   tboslet02@gmail.com 
 

Sacraments 

Marriage 
Please call the Parish Office at least six months in advance to 
make arrangements. 

First Sacraments & Confirmation 
Please contact our Director of Faith Formation, Jackie Adams 
Jackie@olsvestal.org. 

 

Ministry to the Sick 

If a family member is hospitalized or homebound, please call 
the Parish Office as soon as possible. Privacy laws may 
prevent a hospital from telling us your loved one is there. 

Please call or email the Parish Office with your new address 
and phone number, or let us know if you are leaving the 
parish.  

 

If you are moving ... 

Regular Offering 

Envelopes (80)  $4,265.00 

Loose $136.00 

On-Line Giving  (67)     $3,146.00 

TOTAL    $7,547.00 

 

Formed 

 

Parish Staff 

 

OLS Social Media 

 

Online Giving 

Parish Website:   olsvestal.org 



THIS SPACE IS LET US PLACE 
YOUR AD HERE.

Jim Farrell
COMMERCIAL DIVISION
E-mail: jfarrell@endwellrug.com

George F. Highway
Endwell, New York 13760

607-748-7366
1-800-526-3466
Fax: 607-748-1111

www.endwellrug.com
Hours: M-F 8-9 / Sat. 8-5 / Sun. 12-5

 BROOME
 BITUMINOUS 
 PRODUCTS, INC.
Quality Paving & Site Work

for Over 30 Years
416 Prentice Rd., Vestal • 729-0498
www.BroomeBituminous.com
The GATES FAMILY/Parish Member

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
SALES • SERVICE

AIR CONDITIONING
Est. 1917 – 4 Generations of Reliable Service

1555 Union Center - Maine Hwy.

(607) 754-2424 • 1-800-407-3343
119 Washington Ave., Endicot

Mike Packs

PETCOSKY & SONS
PLUMBING AND
HEATING, INC.
607-797-0160
FAX: 770-4482

Commercial 
and Residential

FREE ESTIMATES
24 Hour Emergency Service

Michael Petcosky
mpetcosky@petcosky-sons.com

421 Commerce Rd. Vestal, NY 13850

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal, NY 06-0089

Chris Wade Licensed Electrical Contractor
COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL

wadeelectric@stny.rr.com

607-748-1495

3748 Vestal Parkway East, Vestal NY
607-217-5288 • bashasgrill.com

Catering Available for All Size Events!
– Parishioner Owned & Operated –

Martin Kane
Appraisal Service

Residential Real Estate Appraisals

Office (607) 760-1983
MKappraisals@stny.rr.com

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com Our Lady of Sorrows, Vestal, NY 06-0089

 We Rock the
 Southern Tier
 • Rock Products
 • Sand & Gravel

50 Truck Fleet Avail. for Delivery
3430 St. Rt 434, Apalachin, NY 
607–687–1114 • 607–687–1856 fax

NICK’S GARAGE

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC
AUTO REPAIR

625-3015
1429 Main Street

Apalachin, NY

 Vestal
 Parkway

3916 Vestal Pkwy. E.
(next to Binghamton University)

(607) 729-5131

York’sYork’s
LandscapeLandscape

ServiceService
(607) 821-8572(607) 821-8572
(570) 623-2225(570) 623-2225
Apalachin, New YorkApalachin, New York

THE YORK FAMILYTHE YORK FAMILY
yorkslandscapeservice@gmail.comyorkslandscapeservice@gmail.com

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
Glenwood Road, Vestal, NY 13850

607-754-6619
www.cooksplumbingandheating.com

Belknap Lumber Inc.
Kitchen Design Studio

BUILDING STARTS HERE
Fully Functional Mill
607-729-1583

www.belknaplumber.com
7 Belknap Ave. • Binghamton, NY

COOK’S TREE SERVICE
Your Complete Professional Tree Care Service • 51st Year

All Phases of Tree Care & Emergency Services

Provided for Residential & Commercial 
Tree Insect & Identification & Treatment

4 Pumphouse Rd., Vestal, New York  • Ph (607) 748-2347
 Fax (607) 786-5910

cookstreeservices@yahoo.com

607-785-3339
Parishioner

at O.L.S.

www.VestalDental.com
533 Clayton Avenue, Vestal, NY

Locally Owned and Operated
 300 E. Main St., Endicott, NY  607-785-0411
 765 Main St., Vestal, NY  607-748-4695

Mark J. Murphy & Steven Gabriel, Co-Owners 
Ronald Yurecka

FUNERAL HOME, LLC

This Space 
is Available


