
What belongs to Caesar? What belongs to God? �

� �

� As Christians, we are to believe and act in ways that reflect the truth that everything we have belongs to 

God!  God created us, God sustains us, and God continues to provide for our every need.  �

� One of the ways God chooses to provide for us is through one another.  The early Christian Church is    

described this way in the Book of Acts:  “All who believed were together and had all things in common; they 

would sell their property and possessions and divide them among all according to each one’s need.”  In our      

culture today, would you describe that as radical behavior?  Do you think that Jesus would describe this as radical 

behavior?  �

� I listened to a fellow Christian describe how he actually reverse tithed!  As you probably know, to tithe is 

to return 10% of gross earnings to God through charitable donations to the church, as well as other appropriate 

charitable causes. This person could afford to live on 10% of what he earned, so he gave 90% to his parish and the 

poor!  Radical living or Gospel living?  If Jesus were to judge my stewardship this very day, I imagine he would 

review my life to see how I spend my time, where I spend my money, and what I have done with the gifts God has 

given me (my talents).  Would Jesus say that giving God back 10% and keeping 90% for myself as radical or 

simply what God asks of me?  Simply put, does that seem like a fair amount?  Too much?  Too little?�

� Another question I found myself asking is, “Do I repay to God at least as much as I repay to Caesar?”.  

Each year we pay our taxes to the government.  Could you imagine next year while filling out your 1040 Federal 

return, you find that the instructions now say that you are to voluntarily pay whatever amount you want to pay?  

Maybe there would be a chart with a suggested dollar amount reflecting what would be fair and expected, such as 

10%; but ultimately you would be free to pay as much or as little as you choose.  Isn’t that the choice that God 

gives us?  Talk about radical!  �

� Each of us must make a prayerful and prudent decision about the demands of today’s Gospel.  Sometimes 

I think it would be easier if God would send me an invoice along with a payment plan.  Then again, perhaps He 

already has done so.  This year, our parish is responsible for $78,051 in our Catholic Ministries Appeal.  The   

ministries of our parish and our diocese are needed more than ever at this time. The theme of the 2020�2021 CMA 

is “Christ, Our Light”. It is only through the Light of Christ, Our Savior, that we are able to journey through this 

time together.  It is only the Light of Christ who shines in each of us and empowers us to live the Gospel in our 

world today.  As our parish mission statement reminds us, we are “called by God’s love to live the life of Jesus in 

our world.” If each family participates early (when you receive your letter), we can make our goal easily!  Please 

pray for the success of our campaign and generously participate as you are able. �

� � � � � � May God bless you abundantly and may we let Christ’s light shine!

� � � � � � � � � � � � Deacon Frank�



WEEKEND OF: October 17�18, 2020�

�

Parish Mission Statement:�

�

“St. Mark’s Roman Catholic 

Church . . . �

Called by God’s love to live the 

life of Jesus in our world.”�

�

�

MASS TIMES�

Monday Through Friday: Daily Mass at 8:00 am.�

Weekend Masses:�

Saturday at 5:00 pm,�

Sunday at 8:30 am & 11:00 am.�

�

�

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION �

Saturdays from 3:30 pm till 4:30 pm�

�

CHURCH ADDRESS�

St. Mark’s Church�

54 Kuhn Road, Rochester, New York 14612�

�

CONTACT INFO�

Rectory 225�3710; Office: 227�6824; Fax: 225�6517�

�

Website: www.stmarksgreece.com�

Parish Email: rstmarkc@dor.org�

�

Like us on Facebook @ St Marks Church Greece�

�

�

CONTACT INFORMATION:�

Deacon Frank Pettrone, Pastoral Administrator, ext. 

205, Email: frank.pettrone@dor.org�

�

Reverend Louis Sirianni, Parochial Vicar, �

ext. 206, Email: fr.louis.sirianni@dor.org�

�

Kristine Burgio, Faith Formation/Youth Ministry �

ext. 203, Email: kristine.burgio@dor.org�

�

�

Deacon David Cadregari, Parish Deacon, �

ext. 305, Email: david.cadregari@dor.org�

�

Joyce Martelli, Financial Director, ext. 202�

Pregnant and in need of support?  We’re here 

for you!:  optionline.org, Call 1�800�712�4357, 

Text: “HELPLINE” to 313131�

�

Experiencing a prenatal diagnosis?  You are 

not alone:  �

� Be Not Afraid:  www.benotafraid.net�

�

Looking for hope and healing after �

abortion?  Reach out today:  �

supportafterabortion.com, call or text: 941�202�

4030, email:  help@supportafterabortion.com�

PLEASE continue to support our parish dur-

ing this time as best as you are able, so we can 

continue to be able to pay our monthly bills.    �

An easy way is through Online Giving (though 

you can still mail in your checks).  Please see be-

low to register!  God bless you and keep you safe! �

Secure Online Giving at:�

https://stmarksgreece.weshareonline.org�

Chosen�

�

It is getting close to Election Day and I suppose most of 

us have an idea of how we will cast our vote. We have 

tried to discern where candidates stand on important �

issues and what type of leader they might be if elected. 

However, there is a good chance that when we go into a 

voting booth, we will cast at least one vote for a person 

who we never heard of and to do a job we do not �

understand. We know the more notable people in the 

more notable contests, but some of those on the ballot as 

we get further into it? Who knew that was going to be on 

there?�

�

In life we will at times be asked to make a choice about 

something or someone we know little about. Our choices 

will not always be as informed as we would like. Then, 

when we do know some information needed to make a 

choice, we still don’t know everything. We may support 

a candidate and not really know him or her personally. �

�

When God chose you and me, He had all the information 

needed to make the choice. The crazy thing is He chose 

us anyway! He knew we would sin, turn our backs on 

Him, and sometimes not be very good ambassadors for 

Him. However, He still chose us because He loves us. 

We are a chosen people. We are His own. I don’t know 

about you, but if given the chance I am not sure I would 

have chosen myself. I rejoice that God sees in me �

something that at times seems hidden to me.�

�

�

Tracy Earl Welliver�

©LPI�



29th Sunday in Ordinary Time  �  October 18, 2020  �  World Mission Sunday�

�

WEEKLY CONTENT GUIDE�

�

First Reading:�

I am the LORD, there is no other, there is no God besides me.�

It is I who arm you, though you know me not. (Is 45:1, 5)�

�

Psalm:�

Give the Lord glory and honor. (Ps 96)�

�

Second Reading:�

For our gospel did not come to you in word alone, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit �

and with much conviction. (1 Thes 1:1�5b)�

�

Gospel:�

At that Jesus said to them, “Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar �

and to God what belongs to God.” (Mt 22:21b)�

�

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.�

The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International �

Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.�

�

WEEKLY READINGS AND OBSERVANCES � ENGAGE PARISHIONERS IN DAILY MASS AND PRAYER�

�

Readings for the week of October 18, 2020�

�

Sunday:� Is 45:1, 4�6/Ps 96:1, 3, 4�5, 7�8, 9�10 [7b]/1 Thes 1:1�5b/Mt 22:15�21 �

Monday:� Eph 2:1�10/Ps 100:1b�2, 3, 4ab, 4c�5 [3b]/Lk 12:13�21�

Tuesday:� Eph 2:12�22/Ps 85:9ab�10, 11�12, 13�14 [cf. 9]/Lk 12:35�38�

Wednesday:� Eph 3:2�12/Is 12:2�3, 4bcd, 5�6 [cf. 3]/Lk 12:39�48�

Thursday:� Eph 3:14�21/Ps 33:1�2, 4�5, 11�12, 18�19 [5b]/Lk 12:49�53�

Friday:�� Eph 4:1�6/Ps 24:1�2, 3�4ab, 5�6 [cf. 6]/Lk 12:54�59�

Saturday:� Eph 4:7�16/Ps 122:1�2, 3�4ab, 4cd�5 [1]/Lk 13:1�9�

Next Sunday:� Ex 22:20�26/Ps 18:2�3, 3�4, 47, 51 [2]/1 Thes 1:5c�10/Mt 22:34�40�

�

Observances for the week of October 18, 2020�

�

Sunday:� 29

th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time; World Mission Sunday�

Monday:� Sts. John de Brébeuf and Isaac Jogues, Priests, and Companions, Martyrs�

Tuesday:� St. Paul of the Cross, Priest�

Wednesday:� �

Thursday:� St. John Paul II, Pope�

Friday:�� St. John of Capistrano, Priest�

Saturday:� St. Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop�

Next Sunday:� 30

th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time; Priesthood Sunday�

�

©LPi�

�

THANKSGIVING FOOD BASKETS�

�

Due to the COVID pandemic, the Greece Ecumenical Food Shelf is not doing the traditional Thanksgiving food 

baskets, but is asking for monetary donations to provide Aldi’s gift cards to the families it assists.�

�

To support their efforts, St. Mark’s Social Ministry Committee is asking parishioners to donate to the food shelf 

by putting monetary donations in the wooden poor box in the Narthex of the Church.  �

�

From October 24 through November 15 all money collected in the poor box will be donated to the food shelf to 

help the poor in our neighborhood enjoy a delicious Thanksgiving dinner.  May God bless you for your �

generosity and caring for those in need.�



Saturday, October 17�

5:00 pm  Don Titus by Betty Furia�

�

Sunday, October 18  �  29th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

8:30 am  For the People of St. Mark’s Parish�

11:00 am  Nicoletta Bianchi by Elaine Giancursio�

�

Monday, October 19�

 8:00 am  Nicolosi Family by Frank Valenti�

�

Tuesday, October 20�

8:00 am  Beatrice Marotti by Tina Sawyer�

�

Wednesday, October 21�

 8:00 am  Special Intention �

�

Thursday, October 22�

8:00 am  Rodriguez & Arbello Family by Celeste Arnais�

                  �

Friday, October 23�

 8:00 am   Carmelinda Cupello by Sebastian �

� � & Camille D’Angelo�

�

Saturday, October 24�

5:00 pm  Robert Cravatta by Theresa Cravatta & family�

                              � �

�

This Week�

Sanctuary Lamp:�

�

�

�

�

� �

�

�

�

�

�

�

� �   �

�

Prayer Requests�

�

The following members and extended members of our �

Parish Family have had prayer requests made for them: �

�

Mary Ann Mastowski , Beth Ann Grondahl, Albert Powlowski, �

Damien Cadena, Danielle Lillie, Linda Kunz, Robbyn Dundon,�

Eileen Smith, Terry Hogan, Jackie Zirretta, Louise Garrison, �

Noel Anderson, Patrick DiStefano,  Robert Conrad, �

LeAnna Meyers, Peter Lentini,  Rose Geraci, Nathan Blanchard, 

Bernadette Pursel, Christine Roth, Dawn Shako,  Bobby Cravatta, 

Mary Ann Schnable, Mary Kent, Connie Schmeer�

Marianne Goodman, Ellen Meyer, Emma Webster,�

 Irene Cudzilo, Vito Nuciolo, Jr., Nathan Schutz, Elena Davis, Margi 

Ochs, Angie Muscotalo, April Cochran, Richard Wells, �

Tom Connelly, Donna Sindon, Dawn Lamendola, Patricia Baloga, 

Bob Hefner, David & Marlene Gotham, Tom Cravatta, �

Jake Shannon, Katherine Glossner, Kathy Such, Bruce Meyers, �

Rosemary Randazzo, Jerry Morrisette, Vi Penman, Jordan Ferris, 

Faith Campbell, Filippo Pino, Stephen Bligh, �

Anne Camp, Benito Arbore, Bruce, Sr.& Jeanette Tehan,  �

Lena Frosini, Sister Jody Kearney, Marie Pettrone,  �

Jill Yanus, Theresa Kessler, Keith Owens, �

 Owen Landry, Mary Ellen Kunz, Denny Wright, Jackie Lombardo, 

Frank Lombardo, Amy Brewer, Rob Scuteri�   �

DIOCESE OF ROCHESTER �

PERMANENT DIACONATE�

�

The deacon is a man of faith, who is called from the �

community that already recognizes his dedication to �

service. He makes a lifetime commitment to serving the �

People of God by proclaiming the Word, assisting and �

presiding at liturgies, and ministering in the areas of �

charity and social justice. A deacon gives witness to his �

availability to the community by addressing present and 

emerging needs of the Church. �

�

The Diocese is inviting interested men of strong and active 

faith, who can demonstrate a record of service in the �

communities in which they live, work and worship, who 

may wish to explore a possible call to ordained ministry as 

a permanent deacon, to first speak with their pastor for an �

initial conversation. They may also contact Deacon �

Edward Giblin, Director of the Office of the Permanent 

Diaconate, at edward.giblin@dor.org, for additional �

information. �

�

A potential candidate must be at least 35 years of age and 

no older than 62 years of age at the time of ordination after 

a five (5) year period of formation. He must be in good 

health, emotionally mature, have stable relationships and 

must have the wholehearted support of his wife (if �

married) and family to enter the phase of inquiry.  �

�

Because the parish is the primary experience of Church for 

most inquirers, the parish community is asked as well to �

invite from among its members men who exhibit strong 

faith and a spirit of service and encourage them to �

consider a possible vocation to the permanent diaconate. �

�

�

�

Hello pro�lifers, the annual Fall 40 Days 

for Life Campaign is underway�

September 23 thru November 1.� �As you 

know, the campaign consists of �

community outreach, prayer and fasting 

and constant vigil in front of an �

abortion�facility for 40 consecutive 

days.� The vigil component in Rochester 

is taking place at the Planned 

Parenthood at 114 University Ave from 7 

AM to 7 PM daily.� There is a lot at stake 

in the upcoming election and prayers 

for life are more important than ever.� �

�

You can get more information by �

visiting�40daysforlife.com/rochester.��

�

Thank you for your defense of the �

unborn. �



Let's Vote Pro�Life In November�

�

We Americans have shared many years of pride for our country and accomplishments.�We 

have also suffered pain in the loss of thousands of our military who died to keep us 

safe.�We have survived the Great Depression and many, many storms such as tornadoes, 

hurricanes, and earthquakes through the years.�

�

But we still have the biggest hurdle of all.�We need to abolish abortion once and for all!�It 

is the killing of tiny innocent babies in the womb of their mothers.�Babies are a precious 

gift from God.�And no one has the right to kill them!�They used to be safe in their mother's 

womb.�But since 1973 when abortions were made legal it has become the most dangerous 

place for a baby to be.�All the baby wants is to be loved and cherished.��

�

With the November 3rd election coming up,�we have the means to right this terrible 

wrong.�Abortion has already killed over 62 million babies in the USA since 1973.�We 

could help save the lives of millions of babies.��

�

Ruth Weber�

Davenport Iowa�



� �

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK � October 18, 2020  �  The 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time �

�

First Reading: �

Cyrus was king of the mighty Persian Empire (559�529 BC) while Israel was exiled in Babylon. The prophet �

Isaiah revealed God would use Cyrus to free Israel from captivity. What lesson do you think Israel was supposed 

to learn from this revelation?�

�

Second Reading: �

In his opening remarks in First Thessalonians, Paul speaks of the power and conviction with which he preached 

the gospel to them. How do you show the conviction of your faith? �

�

Gospel:�

The religious leaders in Jerusalem were unable to trap Jesus with a seemingly trick question. How do you respond 

to non�believers who try to challenge or trick you in matters of your beliefs?�

�

�

GOSPEL MEDITATION � ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE�

�

Nobody enjoys paying taxes. Despite our displeasure in being forced to do so, we also realize that the monies 

generated from taxes allows governments to provide essential services for its people. Corruption really gets our 

goat, however. When we witness malfeasance, overspending, irresponsibility, and dishonesty in governmental 

spending, the grave injustices make an already unpleasant and arduous task even more difficult. The inappropriate 

distribution and use of hard�earned monies can leave a person quite angry and disconnected. It’s bad enough the 

government wants something from me, now God does, too?�

�

God is not concerned necessarily with our money, although its proper use does factor into our faith life. As the 

payment of secular taxes speaks of our allegiance to the government, our return to God speaks of our allegiance to 

God. All of creation, even the entire universe, is fashioned in the image and likeness of God. What speaks to God 

and has meaning and relevance to him? All of creation and indeed our very selves! God delights in us and when 

we present ourselves back to him, he delights even more! As the payment of secular taxes is designed to secure 

the equitable distribution of goods and services to all people, so is our return of ourselves to God in gratitude 

meant to advance God’s kingdom here on earth. �

�

When our exclusive and sincere allegiance is given to God, God can use us to set things right and straight again. 

The wounds of sin distort our relationship and disorder our world. By giving ourselves and all of creation back to 

God in gratitude, we acknowledge the proper Creator and Author of life for who He is and devote our labors �

exclusively to God’s kingdom and the justice, peace, or order God envisions. In giving back to God all that �

belongs to God, we set the axis of our lives correctly and put our priorities in proper order. All of our �

relationships, especially with God, our brothers and sisters, and all of creation are perceived more clearly as they 

really are. Using, accumulating, wasting, exploiting, hording, and self�preservation are no longer necessary.�

�

�

LIVE THE LITURGY�

 �

In the time of Jesus, a Roman coin bore the image of Caesar and it was precisely this coin that was returned to the 

emperor in the form of tax. What bears God’s image? Scripture tells us that human beings are made in the �

likeness and image of God. In truth, however, all of creation, even the entire universe, is fashioned in the image of 

God! Everything radiates Divine Presence and the spark and essence of God’s very life exists in all things. God 

breathes the life of Himself into all things. If we have to give back to civil authorities what speaks to them, then 

what do we give back to God? While the answer is simple, the implications are profound. We are asked to give 

back to God our very selves! Ultimately, all creation is in the process of returning to God and is on a journey of 

finding its final truth and essence in Him. As we continue that journey, all we have, all we are, all we see, and all 

we are responsible for must be offered back to Him. God is the beginning and the end of all things. Do our lives 

reflect this Divine allegiance?�

�

�

�

©LPi�
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Free Estimates on
Foreign and Domestic Cars

Off Long Pond
78 Cedarfield Commons

227-7300

Long Pond 
Auto Body

Green Acre 
FArm &  
nursery
3456 Latta Road
(585)  227-0510

Home of the Jackpot
greenacrefarmandnursery.com
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ToptoBottomRochester.com

#1 IN REPAIRS

Since 1988

TOP TO  
BOTTOM

Expert Evaluation • Fully Insured
Free Estimates

Guaranteed • Senior Discount
Your Safest Choice

338-9865
For 24 Hour Emergencies, 

Call 764-8204
30th Year Parish Sponsor 

Johnathon A. Geer

•  Gutter  
Cleaning

• Roofing
• Chimney
• Gutters
• Masonry
• Siding
• Carpentry

• Insulation
• Snow & Ice
• Chimney Liners
•  Basement 

Walls Painted/
Repaired

• Water Proofed
• Doors, Etc.

Ask yourself, is  
your repairman too  

expensive, unreliable, 
unpredictable?

Linda
Moore

225-7027
“Let me help you  
discover the music inside of you!”

Piano & Voice  
Lessons

Experienced, nurturing teacher  
accepting students of all ages  
and experience levels.

FUNERAL HOME LLC.
Family Owned & Operated

1118 Long Pond Road (South of Maiden Lane)           585-225-6350

www.arndtfuneralhome.com
RONALD JOHN ARNDT 

SHARI L. ARNDT

St. Mark’s Church
stmarksgreece.weshareonline.org

Exceptional Roofing, Siding, Windows  
& Home Remodeling Solutions  

for over 10 years!
Call 585-303-4372 for Free Estimate!

Or visit our website at: 
www.superiorhomerenovations.com

Fully Insured


