
The mission of the Roman Catholic 
Church of St. Mary in Potsdam, a 

community including the campuses 
of Clarkson University and SUNY 

Potsdam, is to foster the salvation of 
souls in Christ Jesus through 

evangelization by means of the 
sacraments, worship, service, 

education and fellowship. 
 

 Address 
17 Lawrence Avenue 
Potsdam, NY   13676 
Phone: 315-265-9680 

Fax 315-883-1354 
smpotsdamoffice@gmail.com 

St. Patrick's Catholic Parish exists to 
unite the faith life of the people 

through worship, service, education, 
and fellowship. 

Address 
4897 State Highway 56 

PO Box 315 
Colton, NY  13625 

Phone: 315-262-2871 
Fax 315-883-1354 

stpatoffice@gmail.com 

St. St. 

Pastor 
Fr. Stephen Rocker 

pastorsmsp@gmail.com 
 

  Deacon Richard Burns 
nt2w@earthlink.net 

 
Conner Cummings 

Pastoral Associate/Campus Ministry 
campusministrysm@gmail.com 

 
Dr. Lonel Woods 
Music Director 

  
 Connie Hatch-Young  

St. Patrick’s  
Bookkeeper 

stpatoffice@gmail.com 
  

Patty McGinnis, St. Mary’s 
Parish Secretary 

smpotsdamoffice@gmail.com 
  

Elizabeth Fuller-Tarbox,  
St. Patrick’s & St. Mary’s 

Faith Formation 
formationstp@gmail.com 

  
Michael Norman, St. Mary’s 

Maintenance 
  

St. Patrick’s Parish Prayer Line 
Theresa Burcume 262-2144 

  
St. Mary’s Parish Prayer Line 

Carline Moulton 265-4308 
  

Gabriel Project 
Crisis Pregnancy and Support 

265-9520 

  

   
  

Saturday, May 1, 2021 - Fourth Sunday of Easter 
4:00pm (St. Mary) Nancy Stoneburner by John Andrikut 
5:45pm (St. Patrick) Grace Connelly by Kay & James Hassett 
Sunday, May 2, 2021 - Fourth Sunday of Easter 
8:00am (St. Patrick) Carol “Joanie “ Waite by Wayne & Mary Cordwell 
9:30am (St. Mary) (Latin Mass) Edward & Joan Deugaw by Chris & Mary 
Sanchez 
11:00am (St. Mary) Joseph Pistolesi by Graham Shelly 
Monday, May 3, 2021 - St. Philip & St. James 
4:30pm (St. Mary) Norval Bennett by Elizabeth Brusso 
5:00pm-6:00pm Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Tuesday, May 4, 2021 - Easter Weekday 
8:00am (St. Patrick) John Plonka by Ralph & Connie Randall 
Wednesday, May 5, 2021– Easter Weekday 
8:00am (St. Patrick) Katheryn Hayes by Mary McKinley 
Thursday, May 6, 2021 - National Day of Prayer 
7:30am (St. Mary) Paul Cutler by The Cutler Family 
Friday, May 7, 2021 - Easter Weekday 
4:30pm (St. Mary) A Soul in Purgatory by A Friend 
Saturday, May 8, 2021 - Fifth Sunday of Easter 
4:00pm (St. Mary) Riley Basford by The Connolly Family 
5:45pm (St. Patrick) All Mothers Living & Deceased 
Sunday, May 9, 2021 - Fifth Sunday of Easter/ Mother’s Day 
8:00am (St. Patrick) All Mothers Living & Deceased 
9:30am (St. Mary) (Latin Mass) Intentions of Jaroslav & Alena Cermak by 
Ondrej Cermak 
11:00am (St. Mary) Veronica Bisnett by Her Family 

Confessions 
Saturday: 3:00pm (St. Mary) or by appointment  5:30pm (St. Patrick) until 

Mass 
Sacrament Life 

Baptism: Parents should contact the pastor. 
Marriage: Please call the parish office at least six months in advance and 

 before finalizing a date. 
Anointing of the Sick: Please advise the parish office of the serious 

 illness or  hospitalization of a parishioner. 
Weekday Mass - as published in the bulletin                 



http://stmarystpatrick.net 

St. Mary’s Sanctuary Light the 
week of May 2nd in memory of  
Clarence Enslow by His Children  

5th Sunday of Easter  
 “Spiraling out of control,” is a phrase that can easily describe the current display of human existence. In addition to 
the violence, unrest, uneasiness and turmoil that are common elements of our daily news, other essential pieces are mis-
placed or missing. Many lack an objective center around which to order and structure their lives or a clear set of definable 
goals or mores to act as guideposts and life directives. It appears that “feelings” have become a “new god” and traditional 
structures and ideals set aside. It is almost as if history only shows that we got this whole thing wrong and many are deter-
mined to finally set things right. The real truth, however, is that while wrongs and errors are certainly a part of our often-
checkered past, it is hardly the case that all was wrong. It is not our task to rewrite the history of our lives, but to learn from 
mistakes that were made, and preserve the perennial wisdom at the root of our successes. Learning is an essential part of 
being human. 
 The question becomes, however, from whom do we learn? Some have such a hard time placing God in that posi-
tion, but that is precisely where God needs to be. God is the Master Teacher from whom all of humanity learns and gets its 
cues. It is in and through this relationship with the Gardener of Life that we are fashioned and pruned into the people we are 
intended to be and can be. It is only in God that we are able to find our best selves. Sadly, many think that religion too, as 
well as history in general, has also gotten all this wrong. Yet, our resurrection faith tells us differently. We are reminded, to-
day especially, that we are meant to remain in Christ as Christ remains in us. We are also reminded that Jesus, the Incar-
nate God, is the vine upon which we grow, the branches that flow from the source of God’s life. 
 Giving up our will to God’s can be a painful endeavor. It is not easy to set our own desires and wants aside and al-
low God to step in and direct and guide our growth. But this is the only way to prevent deadly weeds from overtaking us and 
bringing us to a place of self-destruction. God’s commandments are the very guideposts and benchmarks we need, yet 
many seek to remove them from all public view because they appear to limit self-expression and suppress what is consid-
ered by many to be “human freedom.” They are the only way we can find freedom, however. And, until we learn this funda-
mental lesson, we will continue to spiral out of control, never really knowing who we are, what our potential can be or how 
life really can be lived. We will not know peace. 
©LPi 

St. Patrick’s - Sunday, May 2, 2021 

Ella Hurley  Xavier Neaton 
 

St. Mary’s - Sunday, May 2, 2021 

Alexis Adams       Luxi Hayes 
Rachel Bou-Abdallah Logan McGregor 
Susannah Bullard  Rylan Norquest 
William Bullard  Karter Norquest 

Nora Geidel   Emma Russell 

2021 MOTHER'S DAY APPEAL 

Catholic Charities will be there for your 
family members, neighbors and our 
community during and after this pan-
demic. We are working tirelessly to 
provide any and all support to our com-
munities and we cannot do it without 
YOUR help. 

Starting Mother’s Day and through the month of May, The Gabriel 
Project will be seeking donations for their annual  baby shower.  
Items needed include the following: 
 • Diapers all sizes 
• Baby Wipes        
• Baby wash and lotion 
• Bath towels and receiving blankets 
• Infant development toys 
• Cash donations 
At this time, we ask for no baby clothing as our storage closet is cur-
rently full.  
 Boxes will be at the back of the church for collection items.  Thank 
you in advance for your generosity to our ministry, and we ask that 
you keep our Moms and their babies in your prayers. 

'..."Before I formed you in the womb I knew 
you, and before you were born I consecrat-
ed you" (Jer 1: 5), God said to the Prophet 
Jeremiah. And the Psalmist recognizes 
with gratitude: "You did form my inward 
parts, you did knit me together in my moth-
er's womb. I praise you, for you are fearful 
and wonderful. Wonderful are your works! 
You know me right well" (Ps 139[138]: 13-
14). 
These words acquire their full, rich mean-
ing when one thinks that God intervenes 
directly in the creation of the soul of every 
new human being. 
God's love does not differentiate between 
the newly conceived infant still in his or her 
mother's womb and the child or young per-
son, or the adult and the elderly person. 
God does not distinguish between them 
because he sees an impression of his own 
image and likeness (Gn 1: 26) in each 
one.'.. Pope Benedict XVI 
(priestsforlife.org) 



Collection Report   
Envelope, Plate & Mail Totals 

April 24 & 25 
  St. Mary’s - $ 2716.00          St. Patrick’s - $1557.00 

@SaintMaryPotsdam 
@SaintPatrickColton 

 
 
 
 
 

Schedule of  Campus Ministry Events 
Monday Bible Study 8:00 pm  
(St. Mary’s Basement) 
A Bible Study of the Gospel of  
Matthew (Zoom option available, Email Campus 
Minister) 
Wednesday Adoration/ Group Prayer -  8:00 pm St. 
Mary’s Church. A time of individual and group prayer. 
Friday College Student Dinner - 6:00pm  Join us for a 
home-cooked meal and fun activities! 
Sunday College Coffee Hour - 11:30am 
Join us following Mass for a coffee hour where you can 
hear more about upcoming Campus Ministry events and 
meet fellow Catholic college students! 

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 
Pay It Forward. Remember the movie by that title? Do 
something nice for the next person…like buying coffee for 
the person next in line at the drive-thru. Try 'paying it for-
ward' for the next generation who will inherit our trash. 
Suggestion – purchase in paper bags for your spring yard 
clean-up projects, use paper bags for your waste baskets 

New Hall Construction at St. Mary’s 
Because the pandemic delayed last year’s construction plans, and this year has seen an increase in construction 
activity, our architect has had an increased work load. This increase in work has slowed her being able to com-
plete St. Mary’s design plans to put out to contractors for bids. Moreover, in the last several months steel and 
lumber prices have risen considerably because of production and transport difficulties. Since the earliest we 
could begin construction of the hall is this fall (and that date now seems unlikely), the advice we’ve received is to 
wait until 2022 to begin construction with the expectation of lower material prices. Our plans to construct a parish 
hall at St. Mary’s are the same,  though the time to begin work will be later than we had thought a few months 
ago. 

Service of Lessons, Psalms, & Songs Part II 
 You are cordially invited to a service 
of lessons, psalms, and songs on Sunday, May 02, 
2021 at 2:00pm in St. Mary’s Church in Potsdam. 
Please join Dr. Lonel Woods, several college musi-
cians from The Crane School of Music, and mem-
bers of the St. Mary’s congregation as they offer this 
presentation of sacred and secular works that praise 
and celebrate the life and teachings of Jesus Christ 
while illustrating the healing powers of fellowship 
and live music. Selections to include classical art 
song, arias, musical theatre, instrumental music, and 
Disney classics. 

Formed 
 Because of the generosity of the a donor, our parishes now have a subscription to FORMED, a premier 
online platform filled with over 4,000 Catholic studies, movies, audio dramas, talks, e-books, and even cartoons 
for our children. FORMED has content from over 60 apostolates, including Augustine Institute, Ignatius Press, 
and the Knights of Columbus, with material that is professionally produced, engaging, and solid in its catechesis. 
Best of all, this material is free to you. 
 Our parish will be using the material on FORMED to support our ministries and provide continuing educa-
tion for our parishioners, as well as outreach for our homebound members.. 
 Are you hesitant to return to the Sacrament of Reconciliation after a long absence? Watch Forgiven: The 
Transforming Power of Confession. 
 Would you like to be more confident in answering your teenagers’ questions about the validity of the Gos-
pels? Watch Lectio: The Case for Jesus. 
 Do you search for a reliable source of Catholic teaching on current issues? Tune in each week to The Au-
gustine Institute Show with Dr. Tim Gray. 
 Have you despaired of finding good movies that your family can enjoy together? Start with Mother Teresa, 
the story of the selfless saint who brought hope and love to the poorest of the poor.  
 You can enjoy FORMED on your computer or on your television with an inexpensive Roku device or Ap-
ple TV. You can even listen on your phone as you commute to work or do chores. The content on FORMED will 
enrich, deepen, and inspire your faith.  
To gain access to all of FORMED’s content, follow these simple steps: 

Go to https://signup.formed.org/  
Enter Saint Mary’s zip code 13676 
Enter your name and your email address 

That’s it! You’re in. Now you can get the free FORMED app for your phone by searching FORMED Catholic in 
your app store. 

'..."Before I formed you in the womb I knew 
you, and before you were born I consecrat-
ed you" (Jer 1: 5), God said to the Prophet 
Jeremiah. And the Psalmist recognizes 
with gratitude: "You did form my inward 
parts, you did knit me together in my moth-
er's womb. I praise you, for you are fearful 
and wonderful. Wonderful are your works! 
You know me right well" (Ps 139[138]: 13
14).

'These words acquire their full, rich mean-
ing when one thinks that God intervenes 
directly in the creation of the soul of every 
new human being.

God's love does not differentiate between 
the newly conceived infant still in his or her 
mother's womb and the child or young per-
son, or the adult and the elderly person. 
God does not distinguish between them 
because he sees an impression of his own 
image and likeness (Gn 1: 26) in each 
one.'.. Pope Benedict XVI 
(priestsforlife.org



T J TOYOTA
Sales 265-3350

Service 265-3820
“We treat you like a lifetime

customer, not a one time customer”

SILVER & COLLINS
Attorneys at Law

Andrew W. Silver • John K. Collins
A Law Firm Committed To Excellence  
and Integrity In the Practice Of Law.

4 Elm St., Potsdam, NY • 265-2264

Proudly Serving St. Lawrence
County for Over 75 Years!

315.393.1720

SERGI’S                 RESTAURANTSERGI’S                 RESTAURANTItalianItalian

•  Italian Specialties  •  New Menu Items  •  Homemade Pizza
(315) 265-3420(315) 265-3420

10 Market St., Postdam, NY
DAN BRONSON
Owner/Operator
www.pbronson@nnymail.com

Potsdam: 315-265-8190
Massena: 315-764-5566

Ogdensburg: 315-393-0000
7598 U.S. Highway 11

Potsdam, NY 13676

SNELL
EQUIPMENT
Kubota Tractors

Potsdam-Norwood Rd.
265-5753

WITHERBEE & WHALEN, INC.
Cemetery Memorials & Concrete Manufacture

3 Hodskin Street, Canton, NY 13617
315-386-8566 • Toll Free: 1-800-951-8897

E-mail: wandw@northnet.org
www.witherbeeandwhalen.com

J.E. SHEEHAN CONTRACTING
Residential – Commercial - Industrial

GENERAL CONTRACTING
FULL SERVICE ASPHALT & PAVING

208 Sissonville Rd., Potsdam, NY 13676
265-8427

JAMES E. SHEEHAN, President
www.jesheehan.net

(315) 265–8192
Dan.Bronson@OneHourAir.com
7598 U.S. Highway 11, Potsdam, NY 13676

POISSANT, NICHOLS, GRUE
& VANIER, P.C.

Concentrating in Accident, Injury, and Family LawConcentrating in Accident, Injury, and Family Law
A general practice firm.A general practice firm.

“North Country Lawyers for
North Country People Since 1875”

Call our Malone office
518-483-1440

Toll Free: 1-800-924-3529

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Mary’s, Potsdam, NY,    06-0097

 Ready, Willing 
 and able

 to help you 
 Sell and buy.

34 Park St., Canton, NY 13617
Tel: (315) 386-4521

For more information, call 315-261-5010 
or email volunteerservices@cphospital.org.

Consider
Volunteering

Mon - Thurs 10am-9pm
Fri & Sat 10am-10pm 

Sun 12pm-5pm

145 Market Street
Potsdam, NY 13676
(315) 268-1302

Tracy &
Roy Wilson

Owners

T & R Wines and Liquors

Big Firm Expertise…Small Firm Personality
315-386-2925 • Toll Free 833-472-9272 • graycpas.com

Canton • Potsdam • Massena • Spring Hill, FL 

O’Leary 
Funeral Service

~Established 1927~
Director Steven M. Cary

 
 315.386.8528

5821 US Highway 11, Canton NY

 Let us be your 

 HOME HEATING
 FUEL PROVIDER

This Upcoming Season!

Call 315-386-1000
to schedule a fuel delivery today!

www.kunoco.com

Buck Funeral Homes Inc.
Established 1920

Colton, NY (315) 262-2050 • Norwood, NY
(315) 353-2112 • Norfolk, NY (315) 384-4321
Directors: John P. Plonka • Brian S. Plonka

www.BuckFuneralHome.com

GARNER  
Funeral Service

Here to assist in creating a personal tribute to

Celebrate a Life Lived

Cory J. Varney, Manager |  JoAnna Saunders, Director

10 Lawrence Avenue~Potsdam~315-265-5350
Celebrating over 70 years of service

Dr. Michael Sullivan, Optometrist
SULLIVAN OPTICAL, LLC

315-261-4719 | 94 Market St, Potsdam, NY
Hours of Operation:

We’re open every Wednesday through Friday
from 9am to 12pm and 1pm to 5pm

Judy McNee • jmcnee@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6451 

Directors:
Chad W. Green, Owner
Glenn L. Seymour, Manager
Brendon J. Hardy
James S. Francia
Brian T. Eddy 

Continue to Serve as Potsdam’s Only Locally 
Owned and Operated Funeral Home Since 1961

Complimentary  Pre-Arrangement  Consultation 

315-265-4240
4 Cedar Street, Potsdam, NY 13676

www.donaldsonseymour.com
Donaldson-Seymour Funeral Home

Providing Professional, Yet Personal Service Since 1933


