
 

Welcome to  

the Catholic Communities of  

 

St. Mary’s, Clayton               

St. John’s, LaFargeville 

�

Rev. Arthur J. LaBaff, Pastor�

Phone: 315�686�3398�

�

Pastoral Associate�

 Deacon Neil Fuller�

email: pastoralassociate@stmarysclayton.org�

�

Deacon �

Gary A. Frank�

Bruce Daugherty�

�

�

Maribeth McFadden, Secretary�

email: reception@stmarysclayton.org�

Office H  M�F   9am�4pm�

e�

(Located in St. Mary’s Parish Center)�

Jennifer Barton 315�686�2638�

email: religioused@stmarysclayton.org�

�

Buildings & Grounds�

& Cemeteries�

Call the Parish Office  315�686�3398�

�

St. Mary’s Weekend Masses�

Saturdays at 4:00 p.m.�

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. �

�

St. John’s Weekend Masses�

Sundays at 11:00 a.m. �

�

Weekday & Holy Day Masses�

See page 2 or call the Parish Office�

�

St. Mary’s � 3:00�3:30pm Saturday �

and by appointment               �

St. John’s � by appointment�

�

First Friday Holy Hour�

after 9:00 a.m. Mass on the first �

Friday of the month at St. Mary’s�

�

Prayer Line�

315�285�5541 �

smsjprayerline@gmail.com�

Website:  www.stmarysclayton.org                     �

Rectory & Parish Offices:  521 James Street, Clayton, NY 13624    �

Phone:  315�686�3398 �

�

         January 19, 2020              2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time�

On the cusp of fame, power, or influence, would you turn it 

down? Today’s Gospel again features John the Baptist. Contro-

versial but popular, John has gathered quite a group of followers. 

He has disciples. People come from near and far to be baptized by 

him. Pharisees and government leaders are drawn to his preach-

ing. If John was another man, a lesser man, he would have 

claimed his own greatness. Instead, John the Baptist is a witness 

to humility.�

�

“The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and said, 

‘Behold the Lamb of God … he is the one of whom I said, “A man 

is coming after me who ranks ahead of me.”… the reason why I 

came baptizing with water was that he might be made known.’” 

Rather than point to himself, John points to Christ. John could 

have grasped at what he had accumulated. He could have seen 

Jesus as a Messianic competitor. Instead, John knows who he is. 

He knows his place as forerunner. Because John knows who Jesus 

is. “I have seen and testified that he is the Son of God.”�

�

A life of humility, a life for others, can be challenging to live. 

So much of our culture is built around achievement and individu-

alism. We can justify it, too, in pursuit of “greater goods” and 

higher ideals. In the process, however, we might miss our own 

participation in the kingdom of God. John, for all of his humility, 

was not an afterthought. In another Gospel passage, Jesus calls 

him “the greatest prophet,” even the greatest of men. Why? Be-

cause he fulfills the mission given to him by God: to announce the 

coming of the Messiah. We 

too are prophets and forerun-

ners. Our witness to the Gos-

pel is meant to point people to 

Jesus. Consider your own 

mission this week. To whom 

are you called to announce the 

good news of the Son of God?�

No matter what your present status in the Catholic Church;  

No matter what your current family or marital situation;  

No matter what your past or present religious affiliation; 

No matter what your own personal history, age, background, race, or color;  

No matter what your own self-image or esteem;  

You are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved, and respected  

at St. Mary’s and St. John’s Catholic Churches. 

�

Website:  www.stmarysclayton.org                     �

Rectory & Parish Offices:  521 James Street, Clayton, NY 13624    �

Phone:  315�686�3398 �



Page Two� St. Mary’s Church, Clayton, New York�

Religious Ed News from Jenny Barton�

phone: 315�686�2638�

e�mail: religioused@stmarysclayton.org�

www.facebook.com/stjohnsreligioused�

�

St. Mary’s & St. John’s: No class today due to the 

holiday. We meet next on January 26 at 9:45 � 10:45 

at St. John’s and 10:00 � 11:00 at St. Mary’s. We will 

continue to meet on February 2 and 9.�

�

First Communion: Our first meeting is February 8, 

9:30�11:00 at St. Mary’s Parish Center. First Com-

munion is in May.�

�

First Year Confirmation Prep: You meet with Mrs. 

Garret on January 26.�

�

Second Year Confirmation: You meet with Mrs. 

Warneck on January 26. I have not received a date for 

Confirmation yet, but will make sure you know as 

soon as I hear.�

�

Mark Your Calendars: We have signed up for a Len-

ten Soup Supper on March 25th. More info to come.�

�

Pre�requisites for Sacramental Preparation (First 

Reconciliation, First Communion and Confirmation)�

1.  The child should be baptized.�

2.  The child and parents should be attending Mass 

regularly.�

3.  The child is expected to be registered and regularly 

participating in religious education classes in both the 

current and previous years and will continue to attend 

after receiving the sacrament.�

Weekly Giving�

St. Mary’s             ���   ���    �                         1/12/2020                        

Envelopes�����������������������������������������$1,444.00�

Plate���������������������������������������������������$966025�

Child/Youth��������������������������������������������$3.00�

Fuel ������������������������������������������������������$65.00�

Solemnity of Mary����������������������������������$5.00�

Totals ����������������������������������������������$2,483.25�

St. John’s                               �

Envelopes����������������������������������������������$95.00�

Plate (no Mass due to weather)���������������$0.00�

Fuel�������������������������������������������������������$10.00�

Solemnity of Mary��������������������������������$10.00�

Totals �������������������������������������������������$115.00�

Thank you for supporting St. John’s & St. Mary’s.�

Shop with our advertisers first! 

Through their ads on the back,  

the bulletin is free to our parishes. 

St. Mary’s Booster Club: Winners of 

the 9th weekly drawing on January 10  

are Elizabeth Wheaton, William 

Boulio, and Joe Martin. The dinner is 

Saturday, January 18 after 4pm 

Mass. Don’t miss out on the fun! Vol-

unteers are always welcome to help with the dinner. 

To  join, volunteer, or for questions, contact Donna 

(778�8672), Tim (778�2484), or the parish office (686�

3398). The Booster Club is a fun, social activity that 

supports St. Mary’s Parish. If you are not already a 

member, please consider joining. �

January 19, Second Sunday in Ordinary time 

The Lord Calls:  You are filled with the Spirit!  What 

is your gift?  What is your ministry?  Pray for wisdom 

and knowledge, faith, and healing power.  Pray to know 

how God wants you to use your gifts.  If God is calling 

you, talk to Fr. Art LaBaff, or Fr. Chris Carrara at ccar-

rara@rcdony.org / 315�393�2920, or Cathy Russell at 

crussell@rcdony.org / 315�393�2920.�

 

 

MASS SCHEDULE: �

SATURDAY, January 18, Anticipated Vigil 

Readings: Is 49:3, 5�6/Ps 40:2, 4, 7�8, 8

�9, 10/1 Cor 1:1�3/Jn 1:29�34�

4:00 (SM)� Lucy Reff by 3rd Order Carmelites�

��

SUNDAY, January 19, Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Readings:� Is 49:3, 5�6/Ps 40:2, 4, 7�8, 8�9, 10/1 Cor 

1:1�3/Jn 1:29�34�

9:00 (SM)  Philip Ivey, Jr. by Joyce & girls�

11:00 (SJ) People of the Parishes �

�

MONDAY, January 20, St. Sebastian 

Readings: 1 Sm 15:16�23/Ps 50:8�9, 16bc�17, 21, 23/

Mk 2:18�22 �

9:00 (SM) COMMUNION SERVICE�

 

TUESDAY, January 21, St. Agnes 

Readings: 1 Sm 16:1�13/Ps 89:20, 21�22, 27�28/Mk 

2:23�28 �

9:00 (SM) COMMUNION SERVICE�

�

WEDNESDAY, January 22, Day of Prayer for the Legal 

Protection of Unborn Children 

Readings: 1 Sm 17:32�33, 37, 40�51/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9�10/

Mk 3:1�6 �

9:00 (SM) COMMUNION SERVICE�

�

THURSDAY, January 23, St. Marianne Cope 

Readings: 1 Sm 18:6�9; 19:1�7/Ps 56:2�3, 9�10a, 10b�

11, 12�13/Mk 3:7�12 �

9:00 (SM) COMMUNION SERVICE�

�

FRIDAY, January 24, St. Francis de Sales 

Readings: 1 Sm 24:3�21/Ps 57:2, 3�4, 6, 11/Mk 3:13�19 �

9:00 (SM) COMMUNION SERVICE�

�

SATURDAY, January 25, Anticipated Vigil 

Readings: Is 8:23�9:3/Ps 27:1, 4, 13�14/1 Cor 1:10�

13, 17/Mt 4:12�23 �

4:00 (SM)� John Eppolito by Barb Ierlan & family�

�

SUNDAY, January 26, Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Readings:�Is 8:23�9:3/Ps 27:1, 4, 13�14/1 Cor 1:10�

13, 17/Mt 4:12�23 �

9:00 (SM)  Larry Aubertine by Joe & Rosemary Kehoe�

11:00 (SJ) People of the Parishes �
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Did You Know...����                          by Judy Pearson�

�

Day of Prayer for the �

Legal Protection of Unborn Children �

�

This Wednesday, January 22 is the anniversary of 

the Roe vs. Wade court decision that legalized abor-

tion in 1973.  On this Annual Day of Prayer for the 

Legal Protection of Unborn Children, the U.S. Bishops 

have instructed us to pray for the protection of the un-

born and to do penance for acts of abortion.�

According to the General Instruction of the Roman 

Missal (GIRM), no. 373 states: “In all the Dioceses of 

the United States of America, January 22 (or January 

23, when January 22 falls on a Sunday) shall be ob-

served as a particular day of prayer for the full restora-

tion of the legal guarantee of the right to life and of 

penance for violations to the dignity of the human per-

son committed through acts of abortion.”�

“Let us join with the Bishops in prayer and pen-

ance, imploring God’s mercy upon our nation and the 

world for this terrible crime, and invoking Our Lady’s 

aid in bringing an end to abortion and the culture of 

death and restoring a culture of life.” [The Missive, 

January 22, 2018]�

And from St. John Paul II’s Farewell Address, ap-

ostolic journey to the U.S. 1987:�

“America, your deepest identity and truest charac-

ter as a nation is revealed in the position you take to-

wards the human person. The ultimate test of your 

greatness is the way you treat every human being, but 

especially the weakest and most defenseless ones.  

The best traditions of your land presume respect for 

those who cannot defend themselves. If you want 

equal justice for all, and true freedom and lasting 

peace, then, America, defend life! �All the great causes 

that are yours today will have meaning only�to the ex-

tent that you guarantee the right to life and protect the 

human person…”�

 Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Unborn, 

pray for us!�

From the Bishop:�

�

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:�

�

Since 1973, every January the Church focuses 

our attention on the United States Supreme Court’s 

horrific decision in Roe v Wade that a woman has a 

constitutional right to abort the innocent child in her 

womb and now, even during the child’s birth.  �

Later this spring, the Church will mark the 25

th

 

anniversary of Evangelium vitae (The Gospel of Life).  

In that landmark encyclical, Pope St. John Paul II pro-

vides a clear challenge to us: “With great openness and 

courage, we need to question how widespread is the 

culture of life today among individual Christians, fam-

ilies, groups, and communities in our dioceses?  With 

equal clarity and determination, we must identify the 

steps we are called to take in order to serve life in all 

its truth” (EV, 95).�

Here in the Diocese of Ogdensburg, Colleen 

and John Miner, Directors of our Diocesan Respect 

Life Office, coordinate our efforts to take the steps we 

need to serve life in all its truth in the North Country.  

We work to build a culture of life in a society that far 

too often demeans, devalues, and destroys life.  At our 

Masses today, we are given the opportunity to support 

the steps we have identified “to serve life in all its 

truth” by contributing to the annual Respect Life Col-

lection. Monies donated to this collection provide 

grants for our Respect Life efforts. �

Grants in 2019 enabled more of our youth and 

college students to attend the March for Life in Wash-

ington, where young North Country pilgrims marched 

with fellow pro�lifers from across our nation, in oppo-

sition to the sinful stain of abortion. Several grants aid-

ed parish Project Gabriel programs. The “angels” of 

Project Gabriel lend a compassionate ear to struggling 

new mothers, material assistance to care for their new-

born child, and a variety of other supports. Respect 

Life grants assisted Birthright of Plattsburgh, an inter-

denominational organization helping women with un-

planned pregnancies. Other grants supported educa-

tional programs, Catholic radio in the Adirondacks, 

and various pro�life programs. �

Thank you for your prayers and generous sup-

port of the 2020 Respect Life Collection and for all 

your efforts to build a culture of life by changing 

hearts and minds.�

�����                �  Faithfully yours in Christ,�

�����������                Most Reverend Terry R. LaValley�

������                  Bishop of Ogdensburg�

Catholic School Week (January 26�February 1) is a 

national celebration of Catholic education and an op-

portunity to recognize the importance, value, and  con-

tributions of Catholic education to the Church and the 

world. Catholic schools integrate faith with academics 

and everyday life, promote Catholic virtues and values 

which contribute to productive citizenship, provides an 

environment that encourages and nurtures prayer and 

is safe, welcoming, and supportive. Catholic schools 

have higher graduation and college attendance rates.�

The Bishop’s Fund Appeal: Congratulations to the 

parish family of St. Mary’s for surpassing their goal of 

$20,658. 119 St. Mary’s households have donated. St. 

John’s is at 80% of their $4,176 goal. Currently 28 

households have given $3,346. St. Mary’s has over 

700 households and St. John’s has over 100. Just imag-

ine, what if every household gave�even just a little�

because every gift matters.�

Cards and Phone Calls: Long time parishioner and 

Knight, George Hinerth has moved to an assisted liv-

ing facility. Cards and phone calls are welcome: 

George Hinerth, Greenwood Place, 2680 Croton Road, 

Apartment 228, Melbourne, FL 32935. Phone: 321�

610�1449. His phone has captions, so George can read 

what you speak.�



Deacon’s Corner               by Deacon Gary Frank�

�

      Why do I remain Catholic with everything going 

on in our church? I have heard some people not only 

question their faith, but the Catholic Church because 

of the many issues that we have faced in the past few 

years. But I guess the question that I not only ask my-

self, but I ask those who are thinking of leaving the 

church is this: If we really believe in God and redemp-

tion, then where are you going to go?�

       I think to often we place so much trust in those of 

authority in our church that we forget that they are hu-

man also, we all are sinners and Satan is constantly 

working on everyone so that he can gain as many souls 

as possible for himself and this is true not only in our 

church but in every aspect of society today, whether it 

be the medical profession, the teaching profession, no 

matter where you look someone somewhere is being 

charged with a crime. But we have a tendency to for-

get that we are all human and we are all prone to sin. 

But what makes us different in the Catholic Church is 

the Eucharist and the other sacraments, and if we truly 

believe in Jesus Christ, our church, and the sacraments 

then we have no reason to abandon our faith because 

of the sin of another. �

     If someone in the medical profession is accused of 

abuse, we don’t stop going to doctors. If a teacher is 

accused of some abuse, we don’t pull our kids out of 

school. If a lawyer is accused of abuse, we don’t stop 

going to lawyers. Then why do we abandon our faith 

in the Catholic Church because a priest is accused of 

abuse? Our focus needs to be on Jesus Christ, his 

word, and the sacraments. �

     Jesus Christ had 12 apostles; one of them named 

Judas betrayed Jesus for money. So when you feel be-

trayed by a priest, a religious, or a deacon and want to 

blame the church, think about one of Jesus’ own be-

traying him. �

     So I would ask you that if you are questioning your 

faith for whatever reason or thinking of abandoning 

the Catholic Church, find a priest, a religious, or a dea-

con that you are comfortable with and talk with them 

about whatever is troubling you. Our journey with and 

to Jesus Christ is not always a straight path and that’s 

why Jesus gave us this family, this community, called  

the Catholic Church to assist us on our journey.�

Many pro�choice people believe that abortion does 

not belong in the realm of government and is a 

"woman's private issue". This raises a fundamental 

question. Should we, as a nation, protect all human 

beings, or should we discriminate based on age, race, 

and place of residence���in this case, the mother's 

womb. To say that government should let people make 

all their own choices is neither practical nor desirable. 

We should not, for example, let people commit rape, 

steal, or drive drunk. Given the biological fact that the 

unborn are living human beings, the question is not 

whether the government has the right to prohibit abor-

tion, but whether it has the right not to. The pertinent 

question is not whether a woman has a right to privacy, 

but whether her right to privacy supersedes her inno-

cent child's right to life.�



This Week At A Glance �

�

Saturday, January 18�

  4:45 Booster Dinner, take�outs at 5pm (SM)�

�

Monday, January 20�

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED�

�

Wednesday, January 22�

  2:00 p.m. Marian Cenacle (SM)�

�

Sunday, January 26�

  9:45�10:45 a.m. Religious Ed (SJ)�

  10�11:00 a.m. Religious Ed (SM) �

"I believe that life is valuable, even when it is un-

wanted, even when it is physically imperfect.� I believe 

our society has a responsibility to defend the vulnera-

ble and the weak.� And I believe our nation should set 

a goal that unborn children should be welcomed in life 

and protected in law." President George W. Bush, at 

the signing ceremony for Texas' Parental Notification 

Law (June 7, 1999)�

All children � born and unborn � are made in the ho-

ly image of God.  �President Donald Trump�

The 2020 Respect Life collection 

will be the weekend of January 

25/26. Grants from the collection 

benefit pro�life projects in our dio-

cese such as Gabriel Project, 

March for Life pilgrimages, Birth-

right, Liferight, educational days, 

life�affirming Catholic radio pro-

gramming. Thank you for your 

support and all you do to build a 

Culture of Life.�

Summer Camp Guggenheim Employment:� Now 

accepting applications for the 2020 Summer season. 

Potential Counselors should be 18 years or older, with 

at least 2 years experience as a Camp Counselor, 

Counselor in Training, or Camper, a practicing Catho-

lic, and enjoy mentoring young people. This is a 7�

week opportunity that begins on June 18 and ends Au-

gust 7. For more information, please visit 

www.rcdony.org/youthcamp/camp�guggenheim.html�

You may also inquire with the Diocesan Youth Office 

Director, Tom Semeraro. Please call: 315�393�2920 

ext 1415 or email�tsemeraro@rcdony.org�

Heal Our Land � Interfaith Respect Life Prayer Vigil:  

Monday, January 27 at 6:30 p.m.� in front of Water-

town Municipal Building, Washington Street, Water-

town.��Music by the King fami-

ly.�This peaceful� half�hour vig-

il will be followed by refresh-

ments in the nearby First Pres-

byterian Church.� For further 

info contact Beti�Ann Honan 

(782�3616) or Bette Hartzell  

(785�1087).�

�



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Mary’s, Clayton, NY 06-0098

HOMEGROWN
HANDCRAFTED

 VODKA - GIN
 BOURBON 
 LIQUEUR
 TOURS

Cummings Funeral
Service, Inc.

Walter P Cummings, Parish Member
As A Family Owned Funeral Home,

We Treat Each Family As If They Were Our Own.
Integrity   Compassion   Dedication

320 John St., Clayton        315-686-5101         Established 1919

Koffee
Kove 

Restaurant
REFF

DEVELOPMENT, INC.
(315) 767-1586 

www.reffdevelopment.com
Custom Homebuilder
Fully Insured • References Available

Renovations • Decks 
Additions • Island Work

Facility Located 3 Miles
South of Clayton

Unit sizes: 5x10, 10x10,10x20

315-686-4392
email: lora@weatherstopper.net

WEATHER STOPPER
SELF STORAGE

1000 Island
Ready Mix

“Serving the Area Since 1963”

38760 NYS Rt. 180
LaFargeville, NY

315-686-3203

Fresh Deli/Bakery, 
Custom Cut Meats
Fresh Produce! 
Valero Gas!
Free Dock Pickup
and Drop-off!

Clayton Shurfine

503 State St.,
Clayton, NY 13624

315-686-3601

Weldon & Trimper
Law Firm 

119-125 Sherman St.,
Watertown, NY

Paul D. Trimper &
Robert M. Weldon, Jr.

(315) 788-2010 • Fax (315) 785-9264

BARRY WILLIAM KUKOWSKI
GRI
Licensed Associate
Real Estate Broker

315-486-0092 Cell
315.686.4000 Office

Barry Kukowski@HowardHanna.com
Barrykukowskirealtor.com
712 James Street, Clayton, NY

686-3111
www.cerowagency.com

1000 Islands River Rat Cheese
242 James St., Clayton, NY

315-686-2480
 ~ OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ~

•
Contact Kathy Ciesielski to place an ad today! 
kciesielski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6349


