
 

Welcome to  

the Catholic Communities of  

 

St. Mary’s, Clayton               

St. John’s, LaFargeville 

�

Rev. Arthur J. LaBaff, Pastor�

Phone: 315�686�3398�

�

Pastoral Associate�

 Deacon Neil Fuller�

email: pastoralassociate@stmarysclayton.org�

�

Deacon �

Gary A. Frank�

Bruce Daugherty�

�

�

Maribeth McFadden, Secretary�

email: reception@stmarysclayton.org�

Office H  Mon�Thurs   9am�4pm�

e�

(Located in St. Mary’s Parish Center)�

Jennifer Barton 315�686�2638�

email: religioused@stmarysclayton.org�

�

Buildings & Grounds�

& Cemeteries�

Call the Parish Office  315�686�3398�

�

St. Mary’s Weekend Masses�

Saturdays at 4:00 p.m.�

Sundays at 10:00 a.m. �

�

Thousand Island Park Masses�

Sundays at 8:00 a.m. �

�

Weekday & Holy Day Masses�

See page 2 or call the Parish Office�

�

3:00�3:30pm Saturday �

in St. Mary’s parish center�

and by appointment               �

�

First Friday Holy Hour�

after 9:00 a.m. Mass on the first �

Friday of the month at St. Mary’s�

�

Prayer Line�

315�285�5541 �

smsjprayerline@gmail.com�

Website:  www.stmarysclayton.org                     �

Rectory & Parish Offices:  521 James Street, Clayton, NY 13624    �

Phone:  315�686�3398 �

�

�         August 23, 2020                  21st Sunday in Ordinary Time�

The only way to know God is to love God. Our minds will 

never fully grasp the mystery of God, but our hearts and souls 

can learn to love the mystery. Years ago, when life had a more 

innocent quality to it, we believed what we were told or wit-

nessed, unless there was direct evidence otherwise. This was 

especially true if the information came from someone in author-

ity. In a sense, we were a bit more gullible on one hand but also 

more trusting on the other. The latter is an admirable quality 

that sadly can be eroded when we realize we have been duped. 

With education and technological advances, we find ourselves 

more skeptical and less likely to too quickly accept and believe 

what we see and hear.�

For all of the good that social media can do, it can also easily 

distort reality and truth. Photoshop and a myriad other techno-

logical truths can add to, fabricate, and make even the non�

existent seem real. It is amazing. How far do we allow this ob-

viously justifiable skepticism to take us? Questioning and 

doubting are healthy elements of any good relationship as long 

as we don’t allow them to turn us away from a deeper experi-

ence of love and encounter. If we cannot get our minds around 

something or empirically justify or prove it, we tend to declare 

it a hoax, untrue, or unauthentic and walk away. The very same 

trust that can quickly be eroded is exactly what is essential for 

all of our relationships, especially our relationship with God. 

With all things and people that make a profound claim on us, 

we have to trust in the absence of knowledge. Full self�

investment involves plunging completely into the unknown!�

Simon Peter said to Jesus, “You are the Christ, the Son of 

the Living God.” Peter came to this knowledge, which is not 

“head knowledge” because of the relationship he shared with 

Jesus and what God was able to reveal in and through that rela-

tionship. Peter simply “knew” because of love that this is who 

Jesus really is. The silent exchange of love between friends, 

and not an intellectual exercise of the mind, brought Peter to 

this place. When we stop and think about it, there are many 

things in life that we simply know but do not completely under-

stand. When someone sacrifices their own well�being for anoth-

er, it may not make intellectual sense when examined. But it 

makes a world of sense when it is carried out. The vastness of 

reality and an encounter with incomprehensible mystery all 

lead us to profound silence where we simply know something 

to be true. Have you trusted enough to allow your relationship 

with God to bring you to this place or are you still too skepti-

cal? �

Website:  www.stmarysclayton.org                     �

Rectory & Parish Offices:  521 James Street, Clayton, NY 13624    �

Phone:  315�686�3398 �



Page Two� St. Mary’s Church, Clayton, New York�

�

Winners for week #5/August 14 

are Irene Orvis, Wanda Ka-

vanaugh, and William Ose. 

Don’t miss the fun! The take�

out only dinner will be Satur-

day, September 19 and will serve roast pork. 

To  join, volunteer, or for questions, contact 

Donna (315�778�8672), Tim (315�778�2484), 

or the parish office (315�686�3398). The 

Booster Club is a fun, social activity that sup-

ports St. Mary’s Parish. �

August 23, 2020 

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

The Lord Calls: The Lord is calling people 

from the east and west and north and south as 

priests and deacons, sisters and brothers.  Are 

you one of them?  Talk to Fr. Art LaBaff, or Fr. 

Chris Carrara at ccarrara@rcdony.org / 315�393

�2920, or Cathy Russell at crus-

sell@rcdony.org / 315�393�2920.�

�

�

MASS SCHEDULE: �

�

SATURDAY, August 22, Anticipated Vigil 

4:00 (SM) Arthur Doherty by Jim & Jan Hanyak 

 

SUNDAY, August 23, 21st Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 

8:00 (TIP) Betty, Bob, & Anne Gefell by the Glass & 

Cahill families 

10:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 

�

MONDAY, August 24 

9:00 (SM) Jean Heady by Myrna Carter & Donna 

Dundon 

 

TUESDAY, August 25 

9:00 (SM) Bill Kelly by Paul & Mary Luck 

�

WEDNESDAY, August 26 

9:00 (SM) Johanna Sboro by Richard Ashe 

�

THURSDAY, August 27 

9:00 (SM) COMMUNION SERVICE 

�

FRIDAY, August 28 

9:00 (SM) Samuel Snyder by Cindy Beattie 

�

SATURDAY, August 29, Anticipated Vigil 

4:00 (SM) Lucy Reff by Ann & John Dorr 

 

SUNDAY, August 30, 22nd Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 

8:00 (TIP) Peg Hoyser by the Brasser family 

10:00 (SM) People of the Parishes 

�

God gave you your particular mix of talents and 

abilities because they match up with the mission 

he has in mind for you.�Dynamic Catholic�

"Christians have a duty to be politically ac-

tive, to register and vote, to lobby and educate 

candidates and elected officials, and to speak 

up about the issues that affect the common 

good.�  The Church does not set up the voting 

booths, but when we go into the voting booths, 

we don't cease to be members of the Church! 

If we don't shape public policy according to 

moral truths, why do we believe that moral 

truth at all?"�

Fr. Frank Pavone, Director, Priests for Life�

Weekly Giving  

August 16 

 

Thank you for your continued support.  

Please consider electronic giving...a safe and 

consistent way to support your parish.�

Sign up at www.stmarysclayton.org or contact 

the parish office for more information.�

St. Mary’s       This Year        Last Year�

Envelopes     $   2,361.00      $ 2,695.00�

Plate              $   1,703.00      $ 1,122.00�

���                        This Year        Last Year�

St. John’s     $       91.00        $   276.00�

T I Park       $     666.00        $ 1,670.00�

Housekeeper needed: 3�5 

hours per week. Contact St. 

Mary’s Rectory 315�686�

3398 to apply.�
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Adoption: The Loving and Caring Option: In the U.S., there are approximately two million couples 

waiting to adopt. Clearly, this is absolutely tragic. Many good, loving families are waiting throughout our 

nation for a baby whom they want to cherish, value, and raise for the rest of that baby’s life. Instead of 

babies going to these families, their lives are ended, victims of abortion. Adoption � especially the adop-

tion of a newborn baby � almost always involves a loving, excited couple who have dreamed for years of 

holding and caring for their own special treasure. Do mothers considering abortion realize that families 

actually go on waiting lists to adopt newborn babies? Do they realize that some couples wait years to 

adopt the baby they’ve desperately waited to hold in their arms? Do mothers realize how many experi-

enced parents with wisdom, resources, and plenty of love are reaching out to adopt another child �no mat-

ter his or her race, gender, or disability? We need to let mothers know that they can handpick their babies’ 

adoptive families. They can choose an open adoption, where they see their babies at certain times 

throughout the year. They can choose a partially open adoption, where they receive photos and updates 

about their children’s lives. Or they can choose a closed adoption and give their babies completely over to 

their adoptive families. We must let expectant mothers know that adoption is the loving, caring option.�

From Fr. LaBaff: �

�

I offer you the following for your prayer time:�

�

The Bishops of the United States are urging the faithful to seek the maternal protection of the 

Virgin Mary in these times of trial and social upheaval.�

In response to the coronavirus outbreak, Archbishop José Gomez of Los Angeles, president of 

the US Conference of Catholic Bishops, has composed a prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe. He 

says the difficult situation facing the world has reminded us that we are all brothers and sisters. 

As “one family under God”, we turn to our Mother for protection and delivery from the threat 

of the Covid�19 virus.�

Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe in Times of Trial�

�

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas,�

We fly to you today as your beloved children.�

We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, as you did at the wedding in Cana.�

�

Pray for us, loving Mother,�

and gain for our nation and world,�

and for all our families and loved ones,�

the protection of your holy angels,�

that we may be spared the worst of this illness.�

�

For those already afflicted,�

we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance.�

Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful,�

wipe away their tears and help them to trust.�

�

In this time of trial and testing,�

teach all of us in the Church to love one another and to be patient and kind.�

Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our hearts.�

�

We come to you with confidence,�

knowing that you truly are our compassionate Mother,�

health of the sick and cause of our joy.�

�

Shelter us under the mantle of your protection,�

keep us in the embrace of your arms,�

help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen.�



Did You Know...����                   by Judy Pearson�

�

Musings on the Sunflower�

�

“Like the sunflower that follows every move-

ment of the sun, so I turn toward you to follow 

you, my God.”  Carey Landry, an American com-

poser of Catholic liturgical music, wrote these lyr-

ics, comparing the sunflower to our faith.�

St. Julie Billiart, founder and first Superior 

General of the Congregation of the Sisters of 

Notre Dame de Namur, encouraged her Sisters to 

be like the sunflower,  which follows the sun even 

when clouds hide it from view, conveying the 

message that even when life is murky and it seems 

as if God isn’t there, have faith!�

The shape of the sunflower�the large disk in 

the center and the ray�like petals emanating from 

it�resembles the sun that it follows.�And from the 

start, we, also resembled God who created us in 

His image and likeness.�

The florets in the center of the sunflower that 

become seeds are arranged in a complex pattern of 

left & right spirals. They are placed according to 

the Fibonacci Sequence (a sequence of numbers in 

which each member is the sum of the previous 

two:  0, 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21,34,55,89).  It is the 

most compact way the florets can be fitted, and the 

pattern it forms is beautiful.  �

Sunflowers have many uses:  They attract pest�

patrolling birds and bees� for pollination;� they 

help�detox contaminated soil; their seeds are tasty 

and a�good source of vitamin E, magnesium, sele-

nium,� and other nutrients; they attract beautiful 

song birds and, of course, they are lovely as cut 

flowers.  It has been said that at one time, because 

they grow so tall, sunflowers were once used to 

camouflage outhouses. �

The sunflower is a symbol of happiness, faith, 

fidelity and strength.�

Some Inspirational Sunflower Quotes:�

�

“Turn your face to the sun, and shadows follow 

behind you.” ��Maori Proverb�

�

“True friends are like bright sunflowers that 

never fade away, even over distance and time.” �

�Marie Williams Johnstone�

�

“Keep your face to the sunshine and you cannot 

see the shadow. It’s what sunflowers do.” � Helen 

Keller�

�

“Every friend is to the other a sun, and a sun-

flower also. He attracts and follows.” ��Jean Paul�

�

“Those who bring sunshine into the lives of oth-

ers cannot keep it from themselves. � JM Barrie�

�

Thank you, God, for sunflowers.  They remind 

us of our daily need for your love and grace. [Info 

adapted from Catholic Faith Corner, 8/2012]                                                                                                                                                                 



What does it mean to love our neighbors in 

the midst of such a divisive climate? Catholics 

are called to bring the best of ourselves and 

our faith to the public square�and yet today, 

many shy away from such involvement be-

cause our national and local conversations are 

filled with anger and harsh language, often di-

rected at people themselves. As Catholics, we 

must model a better way. We invite you to 

model love for neighbor by pledging to Civi-

lize It and committing…... to civility, clarity, 

and compassion this election year. Civilize It: 

Dignity Beyond the Debate is a non�partisan 

call to focus on the dignity of all people, even 

those with whom we disagree, and to put faith 

in action. Make room in your heart for those 

with whom you disagree and pledge dignity 

beyond the debate today at CivilizeIt.org�

Environmental Stewardship: The Season of Cre-

ation begins on September 1 with the World Day 

of Prayer for Creation and continues through Oc-

tober 4, St. Francis of Assisi’s Feast Day. During 

this coming year, we as members of the Church 

are urged to “be united in showing mercy to the 

earth as our common home and cherishing the 

world in which we live as a place for sharing and 

communion.” (Pope Francis’ message, World Day 

of Prayer for Creation, 2016) Let us work and 

pray:�

�

Loving God, Creator of heaven and earth and all 

that is in them, You created us in your image and 

made us stewards of all your creation, of our com-

mon home. You blessed us with the sun, water and 

bountiful lands so that all might be nourished. 

Open our minds and touch our hearts, so that we 

may attend to your gift of creation. Help us to be 

conscious that our common home belongs not only 

to us, but to all future generations, and that it is 

our responsibility to preserve it. May we help each 

person secure the food and resources that they 

need. Be present to those in need in these trying 

times, especially the poorest and those most at risk 

of being left behind. Transform our fear, anxiety 

and feelings of isolation into hope so that we may 

experience a true conversion of the heart. Help us 

to show creative solidarity in addressing the con-

sequences of this global pandemic. Make us cou-

rageous to embrace the changes that are needed 

in search of the common good. Now more than ev-

er may we feel that we are all interconnected, in 

our efforts to lift up the cry of the earth and the 

cry of the poor. We make our prayer through 

Christ our Lord.� Amen.�
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HOMEGROWN
HANDCRAFTED

 VODKA - GIN
 BOURBON 
 LIQUEUR
 TOURS

Cummings Funeral
Service, Inc.

Walter P Cummings, Parish Member
As A Family Owned Funeral Home,

We Treat Each Family As If They Were Our Own.
Integrity   Compassion   Dedication

320 John St., Clayton        315-686-5101         Established 1919

Koffee
Kove 

Restaurant
REFF

DEVELOPMENT, INC.
(315) 767-1586 

www.reffdevelopment.com
Custom Homebuilder
Fully Insured • References Available

Renovations • Decks 
Additions • Island Work

Facility Located 3 Miles
South of Clayton

Unit sizes: 5x10, 10x10,10x20

315-686-4392
email: lora@weatherstopper.net

WEATHER STOPPER
SELF STORAGE

1000 Island
Ready Mix

“Serving the Area Since 1963”

38760 NYS Rt. 180
LaFargeville, NY

315-686-3203

Fresh Deli/Bakery, 
Custom Cut Meats
Fresh Produce! 
Valero Gas!
Free Dock Pickup
and Drop-off!

Clayton Shurfine

503 State St.,
Clayton, NY 13624

315-686-3601

Weldon & Trimper
Law Firm 

119-125 Sherman St.,
Watertown, NY

Paul D. Trimper &
Robert M. Weldon, Jr.

(315) 788-2010 • Fax (315) 785-9264

BARRY WILLIAM KUKOWSKI
GRI
Licensed Associate
Real Estate Broker

315-486-0092 Cell
315.686.4000 Office

Barry Kukowski@HowardHanna.com
Barrykukowskirealtor.com
712 James Street, Clayton, NY

686-3111
www.cerowagency.com

1000 Islands River Rat Cheese
242 James St., Clayton, NY

315-686-2480
 ~ OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ~

•

Fresh Catch Fridays
In observance of Lent

Every Friday Night Feb. 28 - April 2, 2020 5-9pm
Choose from Classic Fish Fry or New England Style

I-81 Exit 45 • 315-788-1234
watertownrestaurants.com

Just $13.95 Each!
*Plus Tax & Gratuity


