
 

Welcome to  

the Catholic Communities of  

 

St. Mary’s, Clayton               

St. John’s, LaFargeville 

�

Rev. Arthur J. LaBaff, Pastor�

Phone: 315�686�3398�

�

Pastoral Associate�

 Deacon Neil Fuller�

email: pastoralassociate@stmarysclayton.org�

�

Deacon �

Gary A. Frank�

Bruce Daugherty�

�

�

Maribeth McFadden, Secretary�

email: reception@stmarysclayton.org�

Office H  Mon�Thurs   9am�4pm�

e�

(Located in St. Mary’s Parish Center)�

Jennifer Barton 315�686�2638�

email: religioused@stmarysclayton.org�

�

Buildings & Grounds�

& Cemeteries�

Call the Parish Office  315�686�3398�

�

St. Mary’s Weekend Masses�

Saturdays at 4:00 p.m.�

Sundays at 9:00 a.m. �

�

St. John’s Weekend Masses�

Sundays at 11:00 a.m. �

�

Weekday & Holy Day Masses�

See page 2 or call the Parish Office�

�

3:00�3:30pm Saturday �

in St. Mary’s parish center�

and by appointment               �

�

First Friday Holy Hour�

after 9:00 a.m. Mass on the first �

Friday of the month at St. Mary’s�

�

Prayer Line�

315�285�5541 �

smsjprayerline@gmail.com�

Website:  www.stmarysclayton.org                     �

Rectory & Parish Offices:  521 James Street, Clayton, NY 13624    �

Phone:  315�686�3398 �

�

�       November 1, 2020                            All Saints Day�

I remember as a child the meticulousness my father 

would bring to a task. Whether it be tending to a chore in 

the yard, repairing something, or painting a room, the tini-

est of every detail demanded his attention. He had great 

patience. I benefited greatly by his example and remember 

these lessons well. We all need examples to follow.  It is 

important to identity folks who excel at simple things and 

show us how to do things well. There are those among us 

and those who have gone before us who serve as these 

models and witnesses. They are ordinary people who in 

their “extraordinary ordinariness” capture our attention and 

allow us to see things more clearly.�

These are the prophets, martyrs, teachers, witnesses, 

heralds, and innovators who bring a single�minded devo-

tion to God to even the simplest of tasks they perform. 

They have an openness to being used and become vessels 

of Divine justice, mercy, and presence. They call us to the 

“more” of life and point us to the Gospel in all of its sim-

plicity and splendor. They remind us of the little ones of 

the Kingdom and the values we all need to cultivate and 

possess. They are the poor in spirit, the meek, the merciful, 

and the peacemaker who often are rejected not only by 

those who have far different agendas but by those you 

think would welcome them.�

All of the saints in heaven and on earth form this cloud 

of witnesses who journey with us as we make our way 

through life. They offer us inspiration, wisdom, interces-

sion, and support. They direct us toward true happiness 

and remind us that we are all called to be saints. All it 

takes is desire, love, and fidelity. There is much we can 

learn from the official saints of the church. Their guidance 

is ever before us and ever with us. But there is also a lot to 

learn from the unofficial saints of the church. They sit be-

side us every Sunday, are our neighbors and ordinary peo-

ple we meet every day. Because of the devotedness of their 

faith, they remind us to keep going, remain focused, and 

cultivate purpose and meaning, and give voice to those 

who have none. The inspiration is all around us.�

Pay attention to the details. Do what you do with great 

love. Know that you are not alone. Believe that you can 

persevere. Have great faith.�

Website:  www.stmarysclayton.org                     �

Rectory & Parish Offices:  521 James Street, Clayton, NY 13624    �

Phone:  315�686�3398 �



Page Two� St. Mary’s Church, Clayton, New York�

November 1, 2020 

All Saints Day 

 

The Lord Calls: Can I risk sharing the good-

ness God has given to me?  Can I care for the 

needs of my brothers and sisters?  Can I re-

spond to God as a priest, deacon, brother, or sis-

ter?  Talk to Fr. Art LaBaff, or Fr. Chris Carrara 

at ccarrara@rcdony.org / 315�393�2920, or 

Cathy Russell at crussell@rcdony.org / 315�393

�2920.�

�

�

MASS SCHEDULE: 

 �

SATURDAY, October 31, Anticipated Vigil 

4:00 (SM) Chris & Bill Ierlan by Barb & family 

 

SUNDAY, November 1, All Saints Day 

9:00 (SM) Jose Alonso Bustos Mahecha by Clara, 

Donald, & family 

11:00 (SJ) People of the Parishes�

  �

MONDAY, November 2 

9:00 (SM) All Souls 

 

TUESDAY, November 3 

9:00 (SM) LouAnn Drake by Breck & Louise Hart 

�

WEDNESDAY, November 4 

9:00 (SM) COMMUNION SERVICE 

�

THURSDAY, November 5 

9:00 (SM) Eleanor Kittle by Dc. Neil & Dee Fuller 

�

FRIDAY, November 6 

9:00 (SM) Intentions of St. Mary’s & St. John’s Pray-

er Ministry 

�

SATURDAY, November 7, Anticipated Vigil 

4:00 (SM) Sally Sourwine by Patricia Bristol & family 

 

SUNDAY, November 8, 32nd Sunday in Ordinary 

Time 

9:00 (SM) Jean Heady by Cindy Beattie & family 

11:00 (SJ) People of the Parishes�

From the Bishop:         �

�

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:�

�

During these many weeks of uncertainty, we 

have had the opportunity to focus on what really 

matters in our lives: our faith in God and our 

love for our family and our sisters and brothers 

in Christ.  Amid all of life’s struggles, we know 

that God is with us.  We know, too, that each of 

us is called to a deeper faith in God and are re-

minded that all we have and all we are, are gifts 

from our loving God.  �

Next weekend, we observe Stewardship Sun-

day in the Diocese of Ogdensburg.  This is an 

opportune time to focus on the many gifts that 

God has given to us and ask ourselves “How is 

God calling me to share these gifts in service to 

others?” �

 �I realize that we are currently facing unusual 

circumstances and you may ask yourself, “How 

am I to share my gifts during this time when 

events in my parish are just not able to take 

place?”  Might I suggest a few options for you:�

�

*Consider being part of your parish’s outreach 

ministry by helping your fellow parishioners, 

especially those who are currently home-

bound, stay connected to your parish commu-

nity. By reaching out by telephone, video 

chat, and even an old�fashioned card or letter, 

we can make a real difference to those who 

may feel isolated.  �

�

*Ask yourself “Are there tasks that other pa-

rishioners have taken care of in the past that 

they are just not able to do right now?  Maybe 

I can help!” I invite you to talk with your pas-

tor to see if there are ministries in your parish 

that need an extra hand and heart.�

�

*Pray!  Pray for an end to this pandemic and 

for a cure to Covid�19.  Pray for God’s grace 

and healing.  Seek the powerful intercession 

of our Blessed Mother and St. Joseph.�

�

�I am grateful to the many youth, women, and 

men in our parishes who are generously sharing 

their time, talents, and resources in supporting 

the local family of faith and their community.  

May God continue to bless the work of your 

hands.�

�Please be assured of my continued prayers for 

the health and safety of your families.�

�

Gratefully yours in Christ,�

Most Reverend Terry R. LaValley�

Bishop of Ogdensburg�

This Tuesday,�

November 3rd.�

�

It is your right,�

don’t miss it!�
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2021 Vocation Calendars are available at the en-

trances of the churches and the parish office. These 

calendars are thoughtfully provided to you by 

Cummings Funeral Services. Be sure to take one 

for your use. A special thank you to the Cummings 

family for provided these calendars.�

From Fr. LaBaff: �

�

Knights of Columbus Founder Fr. Michael McGivney to be Beautified�

�

Pope Francis approved a miracle attributed to the intercession of Fr. Michael McGivney.�

Father McGivney founded the Knights of Columbus in 1882.  Today it is the world’s largest 

Catholic fraternal service organization, with nearly two million members in more than a dozen 

countries.  �

Venerable Father Michael J. McGivney was a Connecticut priest who served his flock during 

the pandemic of 1890, before himself becoming ill and dying of pneumonia.�

The pope’s action means that Father McGivney can be declared “Blessed,” the step just prior to 

sainthood. An additional miracle attributed to Father McGivney’s intercession will be required for 

his canonization as a saint.�

McGivney is best known for founding the Knights of Columbus in 1882. Nearly a century be-

fore the Second Vatican Council, his prescient vision empowered the laity to serve Church and 

neighbor in a new way. Today, the Knights of Columbus is one of the largest Catholic organiza-

tions in the world with 2 million members in North and Latin America, the Caribbean, Asia, and 

Europe.�

The miracle recognized as coming through Father McGivney’s intercession involved an unborn 

child in the United States who in 2015 was healed in utero of a life�threatening condition after 

prayers by his family to Father McGivney.�

The beatification Mass will take place in the cathedral in Hartford, Connecticut. It will include 

the reading of an apostolic letter from the Holy Father and the bestowing of the title “Blessed” on 

Father McGivney.  Venerable Michael McGivney, who was inspired by the principles of Chris-

tian charity and fraternity to assist those most in need.”�

“Father McGivney has inspired generations of Catholic men to roll up their sleeves and put 

their faith into action.  He was decades ahead of his time in giving the laity an important role 

within the Church. Today, his spirit continues to shape the extraordinary charitable work of 

Knights as they continue to serve those on the margins of society as he served widows and or-

phans in the 1880s. �

Born of Irish immigrant parents in 1852 in Waterbury, Connecticut. Ordained in Baltimore in 

1877, he ministered to a heavily Irish American and immigrant community in the then�Diocese of 

Hartford. At a time of anti�Catholic sentiment, he worked tirelessly to keep his flock close to the 

faith. With a group of the leading Catholic men of New Haven, he founded the Knights of Colum-

bus in 1882 at St. Mary’s Church to provide spiritual support for Catholic men and financial re-

sources for families that had suffered the loss of their breadwinner.�

Father McGivney spent his entire priesthood in parish ministry and died of pneumonia on Au-

gust 14, 1890 � two days after his 38th birthday � after falling ill amid a pandemic.�

Our local Council of Knights of Columbus has been very active in supporting our diocesan 

seminarians and religious women candidates.  Pennies from Heaven is special help with expenses 

for these men and women.�

Our local Council seeks to be more active in the parish and in our area of the diocese.  The 

Council is seeking men who would like to support the ministry of the Knights.  Recently the Club 

House of the Knights was sold, but the Knights continue to meet in St. Mary’s Parish Center.  

Seek more information from Grand Knight Bob Heckman, Father LaBaff, Deacon Neil, or any 

Knight.�

Election Day is �

�

Tuesday, November 3rd.�

�

Please get out and Vote!�



Did You Know...����               by Judy Pearson�

�

Martyrs�

This weekend we celebrate All Saints Day, the 

day on which Catholics honor all the saints, 

known and unknown. It is an old feast arising out 

of the Christian tradition of celebrating the mar-

tyrdom of saints on the anniversary of their mar-

tyrdom.  When martyrs increased during the per-

secutions of the late Roman Empire, local dio-

ceses instituted one common feast day to assure 

that all were properly honored.�

“The word martyr derives from the Greek for 

“witness”, originally applied to the apostles who 

had witnessed Christ’s life and resurrection. Lat-

er it was used to describe those who, arrested and 

on trial, admitted to being Christians. By the 

middle of the second century, it was granted to 

those who suffered execution for their faith.�

Christians were not alone in willing to die for 

their principles. The philosopher�Socrates was 

unjustly condemned to death in 399 BC for 

“refusing to recognize the gods” and “corrupting 

the youth” of Athens. There was, however, a 

striking difference between Socrates and 

those�martyred in the arenas. The philosopher 

hoped for, but was not sure of, an afterlife. The 

martyr, however, was very certain of an afterlife. 

Indeed, the martyr was certain not just of an af-

terlife but of salvation and reward in heav-

en.”  �[“The violent birth of ‘martyrdom”�from 

‘The Conversation’]�

St. Stephen is recognized as a saint and the 

first martyr in Christian theology.  He was con-

demned for committing blasphemy against the 

Jewish Temple, and was stoned to death around 

the year 36.  St. Stephen’s feast day is December 

26.�

Not all martyrs are saints, although many who 

became saints were also martyred, such as St. 

John Fisher and St. Thomas More.  In the case of 

martyrs who are candidates for canonization, the 

evidence of a miracle is not required for beatifi-

cation, but one miracle is required before canoni-

zation.�

“The Center for the Study of Global Christian-

ity has done extensive research on Christian mar-

tyrdom, both historical and contemporary.  They 

estimate that between 2005 and 2015 there were 

900,000 Christian martyrs worldwide.” �

The modern use of the word “martyr” has 

evolved into one of the most emotive terms in 

the English language. Many protest about a ter-

rorist’s claim to the title of martyr…that their act 

of murderous self�destruction bears no relation to 

the steadfast, but essentially passive, courage of 

those persecuted for their beliefs in ages past.                             �



Religious Ed News from Jenny Barton�

phone: 315�686�2638�

e�mail: religioused@stmarysclayton.org�

www.facebook.com/stjohnsreligioused�

�

First Communion: Please congratulate and 

pray for the following students who finally re-

ceived the Eucharist for the first time:�

�

St. John's 

Trixie Robbins           Cale Timerman �

Maggie Walldroff�

�

St. Mary's 

Caleb Dillenback           Aspen Johnson�

Gabriel Torres�

�

Confirmation: Please pray for the following 

students who recently received the seal of the 

Holy Spirit in the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

Pray that their faith remains strong and Jesus 

remains at their side throughout their lives.�

�

St. Mary's�

Matthew Caprara          Morgan Daly�

Kelsey Flora    Peyton Lamon    Jacob Shaver�

2020 Bishop’s Fund Appeal: If you have not 

yet made your gift, please prayerfully consider 

supporting the 2020 Bishop’s Fund Appeal 

with a pledge or one�time gift.� �

�

St. Mary’s:                 �

   Goal:                 $20,658.00       162 donors�

   Given to Date:   $17,366.00      101 donors�

�

St. John’s:                 �

   Goal:                 $  4,173.00         37 donors�

   Given to Date:   $  3,080.00        21 donors�

Weekly Giving  

Thank you for your continued support.  

St. Mary’s       This Year        Last Year�

Envelopes     $   1,792.00      $ 1,926.26�

Plate              $      453.00      $    604.40�

��St. John’s        This Year        Last Year�

Envelopes     $      565.00      $   597.00�

Plate              $      102.00      $     37.00�
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HOMEGROWN
HANDCRAFTED

 VODKA - GIN
 BOURBON 
 LIQUEUR
 TOURS

Cummings Funeral
Service, Inc.

Walter P Cummings, Parish Member
As A Family Owned Funeral Home,

We Treat Each Family As If They Were Our Own.
Integrity   Compassion   Dedication

320 John St., Clayton        315-686-5101         Established 1919

Koffee
Kove 

Restaurant
REFF

DEVELOPMENT, INC.
(315) 767-1586 

www.reffdevelopment.com
Custom Homebuilder
Fully Insured • References Available

Renovations • Decks 
Additions • Island Work

Facility Located 3 Miles
South of Clayton

Unit sizes: 5x10, 10x10,10x20

315-686-4392
email: lora@weatherstopper.net

WEATHER STOPPER
SELF STORAGE

1000 Island
Ready Mix

“Serving the Area Since 1963”

38760 NYS Rt. 180
LaFargeville, NY

315-686-3203

Fresh Deli/Bakery, 
Custom Cut Meats
Fresh Produce! 
Valero Gas!
Free Dock Pickup
and Drop-off!

Clayton Shurfine

503 State St.,
Clayton, NY 13624

315-686-3601

Weldon & Trimper
Law Firm 

119-125 Sherman St.,
Watertown, NY

Paul D. Trimper &
Robert M. Weldon, Jr.

(315) 788-2010 • Fax (315) 785-9264

BARRY WILLIAM KUKOWSKI
GRI
Licensed Associate
Real Estate Broker

315-486-0092 Cell
315.686.4000 Office

Barry Kukowski@HowardHanna.com
Barrykukowskirealtor.com
712 James Street, Clayton, NY

686-3111
www.cerowagency.com

1000 Islands River Rat Cheese
242 James St., Clayton, NY

315-686-2480
 ~ OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK ~

•

Fresh Catch Fridays
In observance of Lent

Every Friday Night Feb. 28 - April 2, 2020 5-9pm
Choose from Classic Fish Fry or New England Style

I-81 Exit 45 • 315-788-1234
watertownrestaurants.com

Just $13.95 Each!
*Plus Tax & Gratuity


