
 �

�

Saint Lawrence Church�

1000 North Greece Road �������Rochester, NY  14626 �������585�723�1350�

26 D������	 2021                                           T� H��� F����� O� J����, M�	� A�� J�����

www.stlawrencegreeceny.org ��www.stlawrenceschool.org �

�



2�

�

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER  �

Readings for the week of December 27, 2021�

Monday, December 27:� 1 Jn 1:1�4/Jn 20:1a, 2�8�

Tuesday, December 28:� 1 Jn 1:5�2:2/Mt 2:13�18�

Wednesday, December 29:�1 Jn 2:3�11/Lk 2:22�35 �

Thursday, December 30:� 1 Jn 2:12�17/Lk 2:36�40 �

Friday, December 31:� 1 Jn 2:18�21/Jn 1:1�18 � �

Saturday, January 1:� Nm 6:22�27/Gal 4:4�7/Lk 2:16�21 �

Sunday, January2:� Is 60:1�6/Eph 3:2�3a. 5�6/Mt 2:1�12 �

 

Monday, December 27�

Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist�

8:30 a.m. Mass in memory of Joseph Kandankary by Mrs. Jessy John�

�

Tuesday, December 28 

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs�

 8:30 a.m. Mass for Joseph & Aley Ku$y by Mrs. Jessy John�

�

Wednesday, December 29 

Fi�h Day within the Octave of the Na�vity of the Lord�

  8:30 a.m. Mass for Harold George by daughter, Barbara Packard �

�

Thursday, December 30 

Sixth Day within the Octave of the Na/vity of the Lord�

8:30 a.m. Mass for Becker Family�

 �

Friday, December 31 

Seventh Day within the Octave of the Na/vity of the Lord�

8:30 a.m.  Mass for Dominic Cuiule by Joe, Laura & Dan Foley�

 �

Saturday, January 1 

THE OCTAVE DAY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD; SOLEMNITY OF MARY, 

MOTHER OF GOD�

4:00 p.m.  Mass for Dominic Cuiule by family�

�

  Sunday, January 2 

Epiphany of the Lord 

8:00 a.m. Mass for Don Wilson by Toni Smith�

10:00 a.m. Mass for St. Lawrence Parishioners by Father Chase�

This week, we light the �

Sanctuary  Lamp in Memory of �

Millie Mezzio�

By Dina & Toni Carfagna�
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Away in a Manger�

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, The li�le Lord Jesus 

laid down his sweet head; The stars in the sky looked 

down where he lay, The li�le Lord Jesus, asleep on the 

hay.�

The ca�le are lowing, the baby awakes, But li�le Lord 

Jesus, no crying he makes; I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look 

down from the sky, And stay by my cradle #ll morning is 

nigh.�

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay Close by me 

forever, and love me, I pray; Bless all the dear children in 

thy tender care, And fit us for heaven to live with thee 

there.�

Christ Our Light Has Come�

S#ll, come be s#ll; let us hear the prophets calling. S#ll, 

come be s#ll; let us hear the angels sing. For the light has 

arrived to illumine our lives so of�ten be set by the 

darkness. We find who we are in the light of the star on 

the way to our journey's end.�

(Refrain) Cast a�side all your fear and dread, come follow 

the light to Bethlehem. The way of salva#on revealed to 

all: Christ our light has come, Christ our light has come.�

Peace, there is peace; for new hope today is dawning. 

Peace, there is peace; come be�hold the face of God. In a 

promise fulfilled now is love is revealed; all heaven and 

earth are rejoicing. Put a�way all your fear for our path 

now is clear on the way to our journey's end.�

�

Go, Tell It on the Mountain�

(Refrain) Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and 

ev’rywhere; Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is 

born.�

While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by 

night, Behold, throughout the heavens There shone a holy 

light.�

The shepherds feared and trembled When high above the 

earth Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior’s 

birth.�

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing�

Hark! the herald angels sing: “Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners 

reconciled!” Joyful, all ye na#ons, rise, Join the triumph of 

the skies; With angelic hosts proclaim: “Christ is born in 

Bethlehem!” �

(Refrain) Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the 

newborn King.”�

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlas#ng 

Lord; Late in #me, behold him come, Offspring of a virgin’s 

womb. Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail th’incarnate 

Deity! Pleased as man with us to dwell; Jesus, our 

Emmanuel!�

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly�

Infant holy, infant lowly, For his bed a ca�le stall; Oxen 

lowing, li�le knowing, Christ the babe is Lord of all. Swi; 

are winging, angels singing, Noels ringing, #dings bringing: 

Christ the babe is Lord of all. Christ the babe is Lord of all.�

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping, Vigil #ll the 

morning new. Saw the glory, heard the story, Tidings of a 

gospel true. Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, Praises 

voicing greet the morrow: Christ the babe was born for 

you. Christ the babe was born for you.�

Joy to the World�

Joy to the world! the Lord is come; Let earth receive her 

King; Let ev’ry heart prepare him room, And heav’n and 

nature sing, And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n, and 

heav’n and nature sing.�

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; Let us our songs 

employ; While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat, 

repeat the sounding joy.�

O Come All Ye Faithful�

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, 

O come ye to Bethlehem; Come and behold him, born the 

King of angels;�

(Refrain) O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore 

him, O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!�

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exulta#on, Sing, all ye ci#zens 

of heav’n above! Glory to God, all glory in the highest;�

O Li'le Town of Bethlehem�

O li�le town of Bethlehem, How s#ll we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlas#ng Light; The 

hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight.�

For Christ is born of Mary, And gathered all above, While 

mortals sleep, the angels keep Their watch of wond’ring 

love. O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth! 

And praises sing to God the King, And peace to all on 

earth.�

How silently, how silently, The wonderous gi; is giv’n! So 

God imparts to human hearts The blessings of his heav’n. 

No ear may hear his coming, But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive him, s#ll The dear Christ 

enters in.�
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Silent Night�

Silent night, holy night All is calm, all is bright Round yon 

Virgin, Mother and Child Holy, Infant so tender and mild 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace�

Silent night, holy night Shepherds quake at the sight 

Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing 

Alleluia! Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born�

Silent night, holy night Son of God, love's pure light, 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of 

redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at 

Thy birth �

What Child Is This�

What child is this Who lay to rest On Mary's lap is sleeping 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds 

watch are keeping�

(Refrain) This, this is Christ the King Whom shepherds 

guard and angels sing Haste, haste to bring him laud The 

Babe, the Son of Mary�

What lies he in such mean estate Where ox and ass are 

feeding? Good Chris#an, fear: for sinners here The silent 

Word is pleading.�

So bring him incense, gold and myrrh Come peasant king 

to own him The King of Kings salva#on brings Let loving 

hearts enthrone him�

Love has captured the night�

Love laid in a lowly manger: Love has come to save. Love a 

child and a redeemer: Jesus born this day.�

Word made flesh and gently sleeping: Peace for all on 

earth. Faith fulfilled and vict’ry promised: Hope for a 

humble birth. Come, O come, adore Jesus Christ, the Lord.�

Holy, holy, Glory to God on high. Holy, holy, Love has 

captured the night.�

Loving Father, faithful Maker, At crea#on’s light Chose the 

child and Virgin Mother: Hope for all this night. Come, O 

come, adore Jesus Christ, the Lord.�

It Came Upon The Midnight Clear�

it came upon the midnight clear, That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth To touch their harps 

of gold: “Peace on the earth, good will to all From heav’n’s 

all gracious King;” The world in solemn s#llness lay, To 

hear the angels sing.�

S#ll through the cloven skies they come, With peaceful 

wings unfurled, And s#ll their heav’nly music floats O’er all 

the weary world: Above its sad and lowly plains They bend 

on hov’ring wing, And ever o’er its Babel sounds The 

blessed angels sing.�

God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen�

God rest you merry, gentlemen, Let nothing you dismay; 

Remember Christ our Savior Was born on Christmas Day 

To save us all from Satan’s pow’r When we were gone 

astray.�

(Refrain) O #dings of comfort and joy, Comfort and joy; O 

#dings of comfort and joy.�

From God our heav’nly Father A blessed angel came, And 

unto certain shepherds Brought #dings of the same, How 

that in Bethlehem was born The Son of God by name.�

O Holy Night�

O Holy Night! The stars are brightly shining It is the night 

of the dear Savior's birth! Long lay the world in sin and 

error pining Till he appear'd and the soul felt its worth. A 

thrill of hope the weary soul rejoices For yonder breaks a 

new and glorious morn!�

Fall on your knees Oh hear the angel voices Oh night 

divine Oh night when Christ was born Oh night divine Oh 

night divine�

Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming With glowing 

hearts by His cradle we stand So led by light of a star 

sweetly gleaming Here come the wise men from Orient 

land The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger In all our 

trials born to be our friend �

Angels, From the Realms of Glory�

Angels, from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o’er all 

the earth; Ye who sang crea#on’s story, Now proclaim 

Messiah’s birth: Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King.�

Shepherds, in the fields abiding, Watching o’er your flocks 

by night, God on earth is now residing; Yonder shines the 

infant light: Come and worship, come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

“Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A�602577. All rights reserved.” �

�
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GLORIA�

Glory to God in the highest,�

and on earth peace to people of good will.�

We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,�

we give you thanks for your great glory,�

Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.�

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Bego�en Son,�

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,�

you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;�

you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;�

you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy 

on us. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the 

Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the 

Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.�

Amen.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Nicene Creed �

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth,  of all things visible and invisible.�

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Bego�en Son of 

God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, 

Light from Light, true God from true God, bego�en, not 

made, consubstan#al with the Father; through him all 

things were made. For us men and for our salva#on he 

came down from heaven,�

At the words that follow, up to and including and became 

man, all bow. �

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, �

and became man. �

For our sake he was crucified under Pon#us Pilate, he 

suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third 

day in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory  to judge the living and the dead and 

his kingdom will have no end.�

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 

and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets.�

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I 

confess one Bap#sm for the forgiveness of sins  and I look 

forward to the resurrec#on of the dead and the life of the 

world to come. Amen. �

�

�

THE APOSTLES’ CREED�

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and 

earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,�

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin 

Mary, all bow. �

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pon#us Pilate, was crucified, died and 

was buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is 

seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from 

there he will come to judge the living and the dead.�

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrec#on of the body, and life everlas#ng. Amen. �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Prayer for Spiritual Communion  

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 

Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all 

things and I desire to receive You in my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if You were already 

there and unite myself wholly to You. Never 

permit me to be separated from You. Amen.  

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Lec%onary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical 

edi%on, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Chris%an 

Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, Interna%onal Commi3ee on English in 

the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be 

reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including 

electronic or digital, without permission in wri%ng from the copyright owner.�

�



6�

�

�

C�������� E���D������� 24, 4:00 �� M����

FIRST READING (The Book of the Prophet Isaiah 9:1�6 )�

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has 

shone. You have brought them abundant joy and great 

rejoicing, as they rejoice before you as at the harvest, as 

people make merry when dividing spoils. For the yoke that 

burdened them, the pole on their shoulder, and the rod of 

their taskmaster you have smashed, as on the day of Midian. 

For every boot that tramped in ba�le, every cloak rolled in 

blood, will be burned as fuel for flames. For a child is born to 

us, a son is given us; upon his shoulder dominion rests. They 

name him Wonder�Counselor, God�Hero, Father�Forever, 

Prince of Peace. His dominion is vast and forever peaceful, 

from David’s throne, and over his kingdom, which he 

confirms and sustains by judgment and jus#ce, both now 

and forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this! �

�

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  (96:1�2, 2�3, 11�12, 13) �

R. Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord.�

Sing to the Lord a new song;�

sing to the Lord, all you lands.�

Sing to the Lord; bless his name.�

R. Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord.�

Announce his salva#on, day a;er day.�

Tell his glory among the na#ons;�

among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.�

R. Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord.�

Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice;�

let the sea and what fills it resound;�

let the plains be joyful and all that is in them!�

Then shall all the trees of the forest exult.�

R. Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord.�

They shall exult before the Lord, for he comes;�

for he comes to rule the earth.�

He shall rule the world with jus#ce�

and the peoples with his constancy.�

R. Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord.�

SECOND READING (The Le�er of Saint Paul to Titus 2:11�14)�

Beloved: The grace of God has appeared, saving all and 

training us to reject godless ways and worldly desires and to 

live temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age, as we await 

the blessed hope, the appearance of the glory of our great 

God and savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to 

deliver us from all lawlessness and to cleanse for himself a 

people as his own, eager to do what is good. �

�

GOSPEL (Luke 2:1�14 )�

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 

the whole world should be enrolled, each to his own town. 

And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of 

Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is called 

Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of 

David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was 

with child. �

�

“Oh li�le town of Bethlehem, how s�ll we see thee lie, 

above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlas�ng light. The 

hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.”�

�

While they were there, the #me came for her to have her 

child, and she gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped 

him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no room for them in the inn.�

�

“Away in a manger, No crib for a bed, The li�le Lord Jesus 

lay down his sweet head. The stars in the sky look down 

where he lay; the li�le Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.”�

�

Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields 

and keeping the night watch over their flock. The angel of 

the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were struck with great fear. The 

angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim 

to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 

For today in the city of David a savior has been born for you 

who is Christ and Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you 

will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in 

a manger.” �

�

“The first Noel, the angels did say was to certain poor 

shepherds in fields as they lay. In fields where they lay 

keeping their sheep on a cold winter’s night that was so 

deep. Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, Born is the King of Israel.”�

�

And suddenly there was a mul#tude of the heavenly host 

with the angel, praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the 

highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor 

rests.”�

�

“Hark! The herald angles sing ‘Glory to the newborn King!’ 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled. 

Joyful all ye na�ons rise, join the triumph of the skies with 

angelic hosts proclaim: ‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.  Hark 

the herald angels sing, ‘Glory to the newborn King!’�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Lec%onary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical 

edi%on, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Chris%an 

Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, Interna%onal Commi3ee on English in 

the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this work nor any part of it may be 

reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, including electronic 

or digital, without permission in wri%ng from the copyright owner.�
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FIRST READING (The Book of the Prophet Isaiah 62:1�5 )�

For Zion’s sake I will not be silent, for Jerusalem’s sake I will 

not be quiet, un#l her vindica#on shines forth like the dawn 

and her victory like a burning torch.�

Na#ons shall behold your vindica#on, and all the kings your 

glory; you shall be called by a new name pronounced by the 

mouth of the Lord. You shall be a glorious crown in the hand 

of the�Lord, a royal diadem held by your God. No more shall 

people call you “Forsaken,” or your land “Desolate,” but you 

shall be called “My Delight,” and your land “Espoused.” For 

the Lord delights in you and makes your land his spouse. As 

a young man marries a virgin, your Builder shall marry you; 

and as a bridegroom rejoices in his bride so shall your God 

rejoice in you.�

�

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  (89:4�5, 16�17, 27, 29 ) �

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.�

�

I have made a covenant with my chosen one,�

I have sworn to David my servant:�

forever will I confirm your posterity�

and establish your throne for all genera#ons.�

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.�

�

Blessed the people who know the joyful shout;�

in the light of your countenance, O Lord, they walk.�

At your name they rejoice all the day,�

and through your jus#ce they are exalted.�

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.�

�

He shall say of me, “You are my father,�

my God, the rock, my savior.”�

Forever I will maintain my kindness toward him,�

and my covenant with him stands firm.��

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.�

�

SECOND READING (The Acts of the Apostles 13:16�17, 22�

25 )�

When Paul reached An#och in Pisidia and entered the 

synagogue, he stood up, mo#oned with his hand, and said, 

“Fellow Israelites and you others who are God�fearing, 

listen. The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors and 

exalted the people during their sojourn in the land of Egypt. 

With upli;ed arm he led them out of it. Then he removed 

Saul and raised up David as king; of him he tes#fied, ‘I have 

found David, son of Jesse, a man a;er my own heart; he will 

carry out my every wish.’ From this man’s descendants God, 

according to his promise, has brought to Israel a savior, 

Jesus. John heralded his coming by proclaiming a bap#sm of 

repentance to all the people of Israel; and as John was 

comple#ng his course, he would say, ‘What do you suppose 

that I am? I am not he. Behold, one is coming a;er me; I am 

not worthy to unfasten the sandals of his feet.’ ”�

GOSPEL Ma�hew (1:18�25) �

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his 

mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived 

together, she was found with child through the Holy Spirit. 

Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet 

unwilling to expose her to shame, decided to divorce her 

quietly. Such was his inten#on when, behold, the angel of 

the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son 

of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your 

home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has 

been conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are to 

name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their 

sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said 

through the prophet: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 

bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, which 

means “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke, he did as the 

angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife into 

his home. He had no rela#ons with her un#l she bore a son, 

and he named him Jesus.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
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   �

FIRST READING (The Book of the Prophet Isaiah 9:1�6 )�

�

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has 

shone. You have brought them abundant joy and great 

rejoicing, as they rejoice before you as at the harvest, as 

people make merry when dividing spoils. For the yoke that 

burdened them, the pole on their shoulder, and the rod of 

their taskmaster you have smashed, as on the day of Midian. 

For every boot that tramped in ba�le, every cloak rolled in 

blood, will be burned as fuel for flames. For a child is born to 

us, a son is given us; upon his shoulder dominion rests. They 

name him Wonder�Counselor, God�Hero, Father�Forever, 

Prince of Peace. His dominion is vast and forever peaceful, 

from David’s throne, and over his kingdom, which he 

confirms and sustains by judgment and jus#ce, both now 

and forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this! �

�

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  (96:1�2, 2�3, 11�12, 13) �

R. Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord.�

�

Sing to the Lord a new song;�

sing to the Lord, all you lands.�

Sing to the Lord; bless his name.�

R. Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord.�

�

Announce his salva#on, day a;er day.�

Tell his glory among the na#ons;�

among all peoples, his wondrous deeds.�

R. Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord.�

�

Let the heavens be glad and the earth rejoice;�

let the sea and what fills it resound;�

let the plains be joyful and all that is in them!�

Then shall all the trees of the forest exult.�

R. Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord.�

�

They shall exult before the Lord, for he comes;�

for he comes to rule the earth.�

He shall rule the world with jus#ce�

and the peoples with his constancy.�

R. Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord.�

�

SECOND READING (The Le�er of Saint Paul to Titus 2:11�14)�

Beloved: The grace of God has appeared, saving all and 

training us to reject godless ways and worldly desires and to 

live temperately, justly, and devoutly in this age, as we await 

the blessed hope, the appearance of the glory of our great 

God and savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to 

deliver us from all lawlessness and to cleanse for himself a 

people as his own, eager to do what is good. �

�

�

GOSPEL (Luke 2:1�14 )�

�

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 

the whole world should be enrolled. This was the first 

enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. So all 

went to be enrolled, each to his own town. And Joseph too 

went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to Judea, to 

the city of David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of 

the house and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his 

betrothed, who was with child. While they were there, the 

#me came for her to have her child, and she gave birth to 

her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and 

laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them 

in the inn.�

Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields 

and keeping the night watch over their flock. The angel of 

the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were struck with great fear. The 

angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim 

to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 

For today in the city of David a savior has been born for you 

who is Christ and Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you 

will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in 

a manger.” And suddenly there was a mul#tude of the 

heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying: 

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to those on 

whom his favor rests.”�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
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�

   �

FIRST READING (The Book of the Prophet Isaiah 52:7�10)�

�

How beau#ful upon the mountains are the feet of him who 

brings glad #dings, announcing peace, bearing good news, 

announcing salva#on, and saying to Zion, “Your God is King!”�

Hark! Your sen#nels raise a cry, together they shout for joy, 

for they see directly, before their eyes, the Lord restoring 

Zion. Break out together in song, O ruins of Jerusalem! For 

the Lord comforts his people, he redeems Jerusalem. The 

Lord has bared his holy arm in the sight of all the na#ons; all 

the ends of the earth will behold the salva#on of our God.�

�

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  (98:1, 2�3, 3�4, 5�6 ) �

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of 

God. �

�

Sing to the Lord a new song,�

for he has done wondrous deeds;�

his right hand has won victory for him,�

his holy arm.�

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of 

God. �

�

The Lord has made his salva#on known:�

in the sight of the na#ons he has revealed his jus#ce.�

He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness�

toward the house of Israel.�

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of 

God. �

�

All the ends of the earth have seen�

the salva#on by our God.�

Sing joyfully to the Lord, all you lands;�

break into song; sing praise.�

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of 

God. �

�

Sing praise to the Lord with the harp,�

with the harp and melodious song.�

With trumpets and the sound of the horn�

sing joyfully before the King, the Lord.�

R. All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of 

God. �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

SECOND READING (The Le�er to the Hebrews 1:1�6 )�

Brothers and sisters: In #mes past, God spoke in par#al and 

various ways to our ancestors through the prophets; in these 

last days, he has spoken to us through the Son, whom he 

made heir of all things and through whom he created the 

universe, who is the refulgence of his glory, the very imprint 

of his being, and who sustains all things by his mighty word. 

When he had accomplished purifica#on from sins, he took 

his seat at the right hand of the Majesty on high, as far 

superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is more 

excellent than theirs.�

For to which of the angels did God ever say: You are my son; 

this day I have bego�en you? Or again: I will be a father to 

him, and he shall be a son to me? And again, when he leads 

the firstborn into the world, he says: Let all the angels of 

God worship him. �

�

GOSPEL (John 1:1�18 (Shorter Form [ ], 1:1�5, 9�14) )�

�

[In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 

God. All things came to be through him, and without him 

nothing came to be. What came to be through him was life, 

and this life was the light of the human race; the light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.] A 

man named John was sent from God. He came for 

tes#mony, to tes#fy to the light, so that all might believe 

through him. He was not the light, but came to tes#fy to the 

light.�[The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming 

into the world. He was in the world, and the world came to 

be through him, but the world did not know him. He came to 

what was his own, but his own people did not accept him.�

But to those who did accept him he gave power to become 

children of God, to those who believe in his name, who were 

born not by natural genera#on nor by human choice nor by 

a man’s decision but of God. And the Word became flesh 

and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the 

glory as of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.] 

John tes#fied to him and cried out, saying, “This was he of 

whom I said, ‘The one who is coming a;er me ranks ahead 

of me because he existed before me.’ ” From his fullness we 

have all received, grace in place of grace, because while the 

law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through 

Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. The only Son, God, 

who is at the Father’s side, has revealed him.�

�

�

�
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   �

FIRST READING (The Book of Sirach 3:2�6, 12�14 )�

�

God sets a father in honor over his children; a mother’s 

authority he confirms over her sons. Whoever honors his 

father atones for sins, and preserves himself from them. 

When he prays, he is heard; he stores up riches who reveres 

his mother. Whoever honors his father is gladdened by 

children, and, when he prays, is heard. Whoever reveres his 

father will live a long life; he who obeys his father brings 

comfort to his mother.�

My son, take care of your father when he is old; grieve him 

not as long as he lives. Even if his mind fail, be considerate of 

him; revile him not all the days of his life; kindness to a 

father will not be forgo�en, firmly planted against the debt 

of your sins �a house raised in jus#ce to you.�

�

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  (128:1�2, 3, 4�5) �

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his 

ways. �

�

Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord,�

who walks in his ways!�

For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork;�

blessed shall you be, and favored.�

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his 

ways. �

�

Your wife shall be like a fruiRul vine�

in the recesses of your home;�

your children like olive plants�

around your table.�

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his 

ways. �

�

Behold, thus is the man blessed�

who fears the Lord.�

The Lord bless you from Zion:�

may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem�

all the days of your life.�

R. Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his 

ways. �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

SECOND READING (Le�er of Saint Paul to the Colossians 

3:12�21 (Shorter Form [ ], 3:12�17)�

[Brothers and sisters: Put on, as God’s chosen ones, holy and 

beloved, hearRelt compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness, and pa#ence, bearing with one another and 

forgiving one another, if one has a grievance against 

another; as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also do. 

And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of 

perfec#on. And let the peace of Christ control your hearts, 

the peace into which you were also called in one body. And 

be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as in 

all wisdom you teach and admonish one another, singing 

psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with gra#tude in your 

hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 

God the Father through him.]�

Wives, be subordinate to your husbands, as is proper in the 

Lord. Husbands, love your wives, and avoid any bi�erness 

toward them. Children, obey your parents in everything, for 

this is pleasing to the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your 

children, so they may not become discouraged. �

�

GOSPEL (Luke 2:41�52 )�

�

Each year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the feast of 

Passover, and when he was twelve years old, they went up 

according to fes#val custom. A;er they had completed its 

days, as they were returning, the boy Jesus remained behind 

in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Thinking that 

he was in the caravan, they journeyed for a day and looked 

for him among their rela#ves and acquaintances, but not 

finding him, they returned to Jerusalem to look for him. 

A;er three days they found him in the temple, siSng in the 

midst of the teachers, listening to them and asking them 

ques#ons, and all who heard him were astounded at his 

understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him, 

they were astonished, and his mother said to him, “Son, why 

have you done this to us? Your father and I have been 

looking for you with great anxiety.” And he said to them, 

“Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I 

must be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand 

what he said to them. He went down with them and came to 

Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his mother kept all 

these things in her heart. And Jesus advanced in wisdom and 

age and favor before God and man.�

�

�

�
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