December 2, 2018
1st Sunday in Advent





Waiting
ȠȿȡɀɊȷɆȽ
ȟɀɁȶ

“Lord, how good it is for us to be here.”
This Week at Transfiguration



Altar 
Linens 

Merry Martha’s &
Muscles
Team 2
N. Incavo,
B. & E. Dodd,
J. & J. Eckhardt

Monday, December 3, 2018
***Is 2:15/Ps 122:12, 34b, 4cd5, 67, 89/Mt 8:511 

6:45 am Mass: Donald Bausch by Marilyn Steane & Peggy Fitch
Diane Erdle
7:00 pm: Advent Evening PrayerChurch
7:30 m: Women in the SpiritWreath MakingPLC Gym
Tuesday, December 4, 2018
*** Is 11:110/Ps 72:12, 78, 1213, 17 [cf. 7]/Lk 10:2124
9:00 am Mass: Annette & Lt. Ralph A. Cyr by Ralph Cyr 
12:30 to 2:00 pm: Women’s Bible Study± PC Dbl. Room
5:00 to 10:00 pm: CYO PracticeGYM

7:00 to 8:30 pm: Sr. High Youth GroupTeen Room
Dedicated by Betsy Brent
Wednesday, December 5, 2018
***Is 25:610a/Ps 23:13a, 3b4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Mt 15:2937
6:45 am Mass: William & Kathleen Collins by Mary Collins
12:30 pm: Grief SharePLC Dbl. Room
5:30 pm: Gentle Yoga± Gym
7:00 to 10:00 pm: CYO PracticeGym
Dedicated Dorothy Tiede
7:00 to 8:00 pm: Bell Choir RehearsalChurch

Thursday, December 6, 2018
***Is 26:16/Ps 118:1 and 89, 1921, 2527a [26a]/Mt 7:21, Please remember in your prayers, Dorothy Tiede
for the passing of her sisterinlaw, Beverly Luther
2427

6:45 am Mass: For the Homeless in Rochester
And he will raise you up…
10:00 am: Weight WatchersPLC Dbl. Room
and hold you in the palm of his hand.
Friday, December 7, 2018
*** Is 29:1724/Ps 27:1, 4, 1314 [1a]/Mt 9:2731
First Friday Adoration of the 
5:00 to 10:00 pm: CYO PracticeGym
Blessed Sacrament
7:00 to 10:00 pm: Empty Nesters Bridge± PLC Dbl. Room
December 7
Saturday December 8, 2018
Visit the Eucharistic Presence of Jesus

Sanctuary Candles burn
In Thanksgiving for the
lives of
Daniel Brent & Charlie Hanke
Altar Flowers
this week are
In Loving Memory of
Beverly Luther

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Christmas Basket Sponsorship in the Gathering Area
*** Gn 3:915, 20/Ps 98:1, 23ab, 3cd4 [1]/Eph 1:36, 11
12/Lk 1:2638
4:30 pm Mass: Rita and Ray Tierney by The Volker Family
10:00 am: 1st Reconciliation ±Church
Sunday, December 9, 2018
*** Bar 5:19/Ps 126:12, 23, 45, 6 [3]/Phil 1:46, 811/Lk 3:16
Christmas Basket Sponsorship in the Gathering Area
9:00 am Mass: Matthew Finegan by Kristin & Mark Valentine
11:30 am Mass: Don & Ann Barbato by Sheila & Terry Klee
10:00 AM: Gingerbread House MakingPLC Gym
10:15 to 11:15 am: Middle School Youth Group± Teen Room
10:15 to 11:15 am: Bell Choir RehearsalPLC Dbl. Room
5:30 pm: Youth Ministry Peer Leaders MeetingTeen Room 
7:00 pm: Parish Pickup Basketball± Gym

in the Chapel from 8 AM  4 PM.
Spend time with Jesus by reading the Bible,
saying the Rosary, in silent prayer or with 
other religious readings. Speak to Jesus heart 
to heart. Or sit and relax and enjoy
the peace of the Lord.
For more information, call
Diane Erdle, 3855642 or Jan Maguire, 2482286.
 Please consider making a donation to adorn our Altar
with poinsettias for Christmas. There are envelopes in the
Gathering Area for you to put your donation in and also
mark on the envelope who you wish to be remembered.
Thank You!

ARE IN!
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Your Offering Envelopes for 2019 are in.
Please collect yours! 
These are costly to mail so we are in hopes
that all can grab theirs. They are in the GA
Thank you for your thoughtfulness 
in remembering them.
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The Finance Corner

From the Corner Office
Dear Friends,
We begin the season of Advent today and our Liturgy
Committee selected Waiting in Joyful Hope as our theme for
the season. As we joyfully anticipate the coming Jesus and
the Christmas season, I encourage you to take some extra
time each day in prayer with God our Creator. Last Sunday I
suggested the following Scripture reading to reflect on in your
prayer.
• The Infancy narratives found at the beginning of the Gospels of Matthew and Luke.
• The first 18 verses of John’s Gospel, known as that Gospel’s prologue.
• The hymns found in the letters of Paul, such as Philippians 2: 611 or Ephesians 1: 310 to see how the ancient
church viewed Jesus.
Please do continue your faith journey in Joyful Hope.
It pleases me to introduce a new column to our Bulletin,
entitled “The Finance Corner”. The column will appear on a
regular basis, but not weekly. The author of the article will be
the Finance SubCommittee of the Building for the Future long
term planning process. The intent of the column is to share
with you different ways you can financially support of the parish to the best advantage of both the parish and you. The
members of the Finance SubCommittee are parishioners Diane CarrollYacoby, Mike Goonan and our Finance Director
Maureen O’Connor. Please take into serious consideration
what they have to share and always feel free to contact any of
them to offer your support or suggestions, thank you! Finally,
I extend my appreciation to the Committee for all their hard
work and effort. 
I recently received a new set of little stories entitled
“Children Are Quick” so here is another story for your humor
box: Teacher: John, why are you doing your math multiplication on the floor? John: You told me to do it without
using tables.
Let us continue to pray for peace in our world!
In peace and courage,

Fr. Mike

We have recently adjusted our YTD Budget goals to include timing of our bimonthly Electronic Fund Transfer deposits ± resulting in more accurate 
Financial reporting. 

GIFT OF TREASURE

21st Week Collection


$394,563. (YTD Actual)

$434,561 (YTD Budget) 

($39,998.) Variance

“Lord, how good it is for us to be here…”

New Tax Law May be of Benefit for Charitable Donations
As you consider your pledge for this year’s Catholic
Ministry Appeal (CMA) and/or your annual support of our
Transfiguration parish, it is worthwhile to note that the new
tax legislation may be beneficial to you depending on your
situation. A qualified charitable distribution (QCD) is a withdrawal from an individual retirement account (IRA) that is
sent directly to a charity. In other words, the funds do not
pass through your hands. Rather, you instruct your IRA custodian to send the money straight to the CMA or Transfiguration. While QCDs have been around for quite some time,
they provide a way to donate money to charity and still enjoy
tax benefits under the new tax law. However, there are a
couple of conditions that you must meet:
1. You must be age 70½ or older at the time of the donation.
2. You must be in a position to use the standard tax deduction when filing your tax return.
Under the new tax law, many people will be better off
using the new and much larger standard deduction ($13,600
for individuals 65 and older, and $26,600 for couples age 65
and older filing jointly). However, when using the standard
deduction (and not itemizing), you get no tax benefit from
donating to charity. That is precisely where the QCD helps.
You can take advantage of the new, larger standard deduction and get a tax break through the QCD  only now it
comes in the form of an IRA withdrawal and the ability to
exclude that income from your tax return. It is important to
note that after you reach the age 70½ you are required to
withdraw funds annually from your IRA. Without a QCD, the
amount withdrawn from your IRA must be reported as income on your tax return. 
If you are interested in pursuing this particular tax strategy,
you should speak with your tax accountant to insure that
you qualify and take the appropriate steps to take advantage as soon as possible. 






CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL
Our goal is  $203,413
As of Friday, November 16 
292 parishioners (20%) have pledged
$124,716 (62%)
YOUR CMA PLEDGE IS IMPORTANT, WE ARE ONLY
ABLE OBTAIN OUR CMA GOAL, IF YOU RETURN
YOUR PLEDGE!
PLEASE RETURN YOUR PLEDGE CARD
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO HAVE!
If you misplaced your pledge card there are plenty available in the Gathering Area, please make sure you write in Transfiguration #336 on the appropriate line 
One way of showing, our gratitude that we are “Sharing of
Blessings” and give thanks for that reality is by supporting our
local Church by giving to the CMA. All of us have to take responsibility for maintaining the ministries of our Diocese; we all
need to share in the expense of maintaining the ministerial work
of our local Church.
Please return your pledge card today, thanks! Find information: (www.dor.org/cma)

Thank You!
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Giving Tree
As in past years, we will continue to help our sister
parish in Kentucky with gift requests on the Angel
Tree. We are trying to focus on the needs of entire
families as well as individuals. Sister Marge gives
vouchers to families for their electricity and heat in $25.00
allotments. Your generous donations will help to keep families
warm during the winter months ahead. Please make checks
payable to “Holy Family Catholic Church”. There is also a
need for basic thermal underwear, blankets and adult sized
socks. She also asks for gift cards in $25.00 amounts from
Walmart, clearly marked with the value on each card purchased. Gifts for Kentucky do not need to be wrapped, but we
do ask that they be returned to church by the weekend of Dec.
8th & 9th with the dove tag attached. Thank You!
Angel Tree Gifts for the 
Rochester Community 
Each year, there are many people in our
community who are hoping for a Christmas that
they can’t create themselves. That’s where we
come in! Would you take an angel tag or two from the tree in
the Gathering Area and provide the requested gifts for a child
or adult? Unless indicated, the gifts should be wrapped with
the angel tag attached to the package. We’re asking that all
gifts for the community be returned to church by Dec. 16th so
we can get them to the agencies for distribution to families.
Thank you so much.

School 39 news.
Just to let you all know how we are doing. We have 23 volunteers working at the
school with volunteers in Kindergarten through 4th grade. They provide the school
with about 50 hours a week of time with their classes. And we could really use 4
more! We have 4 classrooms who either have no volunteer or need more, but we
have none to give them. All our volunteers have recently taken CASE training and
had police background checks, they work with their teacher and provide the services he/she needs that day. The other contribution we make to the school is to
assist in their holiday “New to You” sale. This year that will be the last week of
school before Christmas. The school would love to have us assist staffing the sale
on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday (the 18th, `19th and 20th of December) If any
of you would like to spend a little time with us helping with that and getting a look at
the school and the children here is your opportunity! The sale will run from
10:00AM to 3:00PM those days. Those of you who have downsized or are getting
rid of collections of what nots-- here is a place to donate them! Vases, picture
frames, candy dishes, jewelry, mittens, hats, scarves, kitchen gadgets, children’s
games, Christmas decorations, books, videos—gently used please, these are the
kinds of things that the boys and girls buy for little money to gift their family and
friends.
(The teachers buy things too!)



CEREMONY OF REMEMBRANCE
Held in conjunction with the
Compassionate Friends Worlwide Candle Lighting
Sunday, December 9, 2018 @ 6:30 PM
Being held here at Transfiguration
***This ceremony is nondenominational***
Please RSVP by December 6th to
childrenneverforgotten@gmail.com or by calling 
Elaine Deacon(585) 8892574
Sponsored by Rochester Kids
Jeff MilanoJohnson Memorial Fund
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Family Faith Formation
Family Fun: Once a month we will be giving you a random question to spark fun and creative family conversations. Below each question you’ll find a family faith tip
related to the general theme of the question, followed
by a short, original prayer that families can pray together.
Encourage everyone in the family to share his or her answer to the question, and talk about how the faith tip
might be applied to your family life. Use the question,
tip, and prayer as unique opportunities to grow together
as a family.
QUESTION: If you could be one inch tall for a day, what
specific place would you most like to explore? 
FAITH TIP: There are many times in each of our lives
where we feel “small,” that is, where we feel insignificant or unworthy for one reason or another. But we are
always significant in God’s eyes. With God, every person
is infinitely valuable. Remind your children often that
they are precious in the eyes of God, and that no matter
what other people might say about us, God always says,
“You’re special to me.” 

Building Gingerbread Houses
December 9th after 9:00am Mass
You and your family are invited to join us
after 9am Mass in the PLC Gym for a fun
and festive Gingerbread House Decorating Event. The cost
to participate is $20 per family per kit.
Reservations are taking place THIS WEEKEND
The same day St Nick will be dropping off treats in shoes.
Christmas Eve Children’s Mass
The Living Nativity Needs You
For those planning on attending the 3:30 pm Christmas Eve
Mass consider joining us in …

Bringing the Gospel Alive
Actors
Children in Grades 2, 3 & 4 can help us bring the Gospel to life
as the shepherds, angels alongside Mary & Joseph (names
drawn from 4th grade participants at rehearsal).
Mandatory Rehearsal
We will have a mandatory rehearsal and costume fitting on Sunday, December 16th following the 9:00
Mass. All participants are needed at this time
to ensure the dignity due of the Gospel story
and the Christmas Liturgy.
Please sign up online on the Transfiguration
website no later than Wed., December 12.

December’s Food Collection is for the
Christmas Basket Program.
Please leave your donations of food in 
the barrels in the Gathering Area. Bless You!
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 Peace & Justice


Nuclear Weapons, Morality, and the Church  Part 7
Deterrence on the Path to Disarmament
 Under Just War doctrine, use of nuclear weapons against civilian
populations would be indiscriminate and catastrophic. This lethality
is morally indefensible. 
 Against this backdrop and multiple international treaty efforts,
what is our Church’s viewpoint and moral position? A review of the
Church’s position prior to Pope Francis reveals an emphasis on nuclear deterrence attached to broader goals.
 Less than 20 years after Hiroshima, Pope John XXIII clearly
stated:
“Nuclear weapons must be banned. A general agreement must
be reached on a suitable disarmament program, with an effective system of mutual control. Everyone, however, must realize
that, unless this process of disarmament be thoroughgoing and
complete, and reach men's very souls, it is impossible to stop
the arms race, or to reduce armaments, or ... ultimately to abolish them entirely....[T]rue and lasting peace among nations
cannot consist in the possession of an equal supply of armaments but only in mutual trust.” (Pacem in Terris, 1963)
 In a message to the United Nations in 1982, Pope John Paul II
stated that nuclear deterrence was “morally acceptable” as “a step
on the way toward a progressive disarmament.” 
 This futureconditioned theme occurs frequently and consistently
across many papal and episcopal documents, messages, and statements. In 2006, Pope Benedict noted 
“In a nuclear war there would be no victors, only victims. The
truth of peace requires that all... whether those governments
which openly or secretly possess nuclear arms, or those planning
to acquire them  agree to change their course by clear and firm
decisions, and strive for progressive and concerted nuclear disarmament.” 
(  to be continued )
Peace and Justice Ministry

We are not far from December 10th, the final day to send a reaction to
the Department of Homeland Security about legal refugees. If you did
not see our bulletin insert a month ago, go to our parish website, transfigurationpittsford.org, and follow the link on the home page to learn
about what we can do to help LEGAL immigrants as they apply for citizenship. Their path is being made much harder with these new regulations. Every voice counts so please join our bishops and Catholic
Charities USA in their quest for social justice. Thank you.

Christmas Basket Program
Can You Help?


CHRISTMAS BASKET PROGRAM
Sponsorship Information
Please prayerfully consider sponsorship of a family in need for our
Christmas Basket program. Sponsorship continues after all Masses next weekend.
Financial support is always welcome to assist us in
purchasing food and small gifts for those families
sponsored by the parish.
The program also is an opportunity to share your
gift of time and talent by assisting with shopping,
cookie baking, phone contact, preassembly
(12/19), wrapping (12/20) and delivery (12/21) of the
baskets. Please consider offering your gift of time
during the holiday season to those in need. Signup
on the Gathering Area kiosk or contact Margie Benza (2482427 x244 or margie.benza@dor.org) to
assist with the program and share the spirit of
Christmas with others. Thank you.

CHRISTMAS BASKET COOKIE DROPOFF
Thanks to so many who have offered their
homemade goodies for our Christmas Baskets.
Cookie drop off is Monday, 12/19 ± 8:30AM to
11:30AM or Tuesday, 12/20 ± 8:30AM to 12:00PM
in the Parish Life Center kitchen. Please remember…two dozen increments and 
with the potential of allergies ……no nuts!

12/03 & 12/04 ± Basket Sponsorship ± G.A.
12/10 & 12/11 ± Basket Sponsorship ± G.A.
 12/19  Basket PreAssembly ± PLC ± 9AM to11AM
Cookie DropOff ± PLC Kitchen ± 8:30 to 1:30AM
12/20  Basket Assembly (Wrapping) ± PLC ± 9:00AM ± 12 PM
  Cookie DropOff ± PLC Kitchen ± 8:30AM to12PM
12/21  Basket Delivery ± PLC ± Starts at 9AM
(Organized by appointed delivery times)
Interested? Contact Margie Benza @ 2482427
x244 or margie.benza@dor.org

Calling Musical Families!

Join the Family Choir for the 3:30 pm Christmas Eve Mass!
Through your generosity, our Turkey Drive offered 126 frozen and
36 roasted turkeys as well as a very large abundance of trimmings to
various agencies for the City of Rochester. We were also able to #ill a
de#icit of 20 turkeys as the Pittsford Food Cupboard. Most importantly,
it provided an opportunity for a hot meal and the warmth of community on Thanksgiving Day for those in need.
Our thanks go out to all who participated by donating frozen turkeys, roasted turkeys and all the
great trimmings as well as to those
providing
monetary
donations.
Thank you to our volunteers including our teens and to those making it
possible for delivery to the agencies.
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Grab your Munchkins and then join us in the PLC after the 9:00
am Mass from 10:15-11:00 am OR 12:30-1:15 pm on the following dates: 12/2, 12/9, 12/16, and 12/23.
We will go over all of the songs needed for Christmas Eve, and if
you join us, your family will sit in the choir loft to help lead the
songs throughout the Mass (Don’t worry, there are no solos!). Children can still be involved in the Living Gospel.
Please let Pam McInerney know if you can join the fun!
(Pamela.McInerney@dor.org).
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Liturgical Ministers Schedule 
MINISTER

Coordinators
Greeters
Commentator
Lector 1
Lector 2
Min of Communion






Cross
Candle*
Candle
Hospitality

Place






B1#
B2
B3
B4
B5
B6
C1*





SAT12/08
4:30 PM

SUN 12/9
9:00 AM

Blasko
Manzella
J. Brayer
K. Landon
J. Baldino

D. Yacoby
Fr. Mike
J. Wojick
R. Volker
D. Zynda
T. Wojick
G. Garrity
D. Deehan
V. Anselm


SUN 12/9
11:30 AM

Kyhos
Frank/Albanese/Swift
H. Konz
B. McNeill
M. Szlosek

T. Finegan
Fr. Mike
B. DeVencenzo
E. DeVencenzo
S. Cosgrove
B. Finegan
M. Arikkat
J. Arikkat
O. Rice
Bleecker

Slimmer
Burke
L. Morris
M. O'Leary
P. Kehoe

T. Morris
Fr. Mike
J. Gargano
G. Fowler
B. Gargano
M. Finn
S. Gargano
K. Gargano
S. Hughes


Pastoral Council

New Parishioners

Members-at-Large: Joey Campagna, Ben Cutter, Jody DeBell, Rich DiMarco,
Sue Gangemi, Mike Goonan, Karl Hamann, Craig Rand (Moderator & Trustee), Mary Beth Sullivan.
Faith Formation – Kim Fluet
Peace & Justice – John Boroski, Alternate – Trish Goodman
Worship – Ann Smith
Youth – Noah Lucia
Staff – rotating among all staff members
Secretary– Martha Jodoin

Welcome to our Community of Faith! You may register as
part of our Community by contacting the Parish Office by
phone in person or our website. Please introduce yourself
after Mass to one of the parish staff members.




Finance Council
Kevin Cox, John Conley, Larry Filipski, (Chair & Trustee) Koen Goorman, John
Hennessy, Denise Nunziato, Sarah Pickhardt and Diane Carroll-Yacoby

Pittsford-Mendon Planning Group Representatives

Christian Formation Phone: 2482467
Email

victoria.rippel@dor.org



Emergency Pastoral Care: 2482427 wait for prompt and press 9.

Lisa Morris and Fr. Mike Bausch



Parish Staff
Regional Finance Director
Maureen O’Connor
maureen.oconnor@dor.org
Pastoral Associate
Tim Smith
tim.smith@dor.org
Pastoral Associate
Margie Benza
margie.benza@dor.org
Formation Director/Pastoral Associate for Youth
Anne Gallagher
anne.gallagher@dor.org
Pastor
Michael Bausch
michael.bausch@dor.org
Music Minister
Sue Wallace
sue.wallace@dor.org
Maintenance Supervisor
Chris Washington
Deacon
Patrick DiLaura
pdilaura@rochester.rr.com
Deacon
Eric Bessette
ebesset1@rochester.rr.com
Formation Associate Director.
Vicky Wejko
victoria.wejko@dor.org
Business Manager
Sandi Lazzaro
Sandi.lazzaro@dor.org
Administrative Assistant for Formation
Meg Kastner
meg.kastner@dor.org
Secretary/Office Manager
Rose Volker
rose.volker@dor.org
Electronic Communications …..…………………………………….Nancy Wahl
nancy.wahl@dor.org
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Church of the Transfiguration
50 West Bloomfield Road, Pittsford, New York 14534
Parish Office Phone: 585-248-2427
Email: Transfiguration@dor.org
www.transfigurationpittsford.org 

Pastoral Care: If you know of someone who is homebound,
hospitalized, or in a nursing home and he or she would appreciate a visit from the Pastoral Staff, please contact the
Parish Office. Your assistance will help provide care to all
our parishioners.


Sacraments


Eucharist: Please check page 2 of this bulletin for Sunday,
weekday and Holy Day Mass schedules.

Anointing: In any emergency, at anytime, please call 
2482427 wait for prompt and press 9, or at your convenience, or after any weekend Mass.

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 p.m. or by appointment.

Baptism: Please contact Deacon Eric Bessette @ 
ebesset1@rochester.rr.com three months in advance to register for the Baptismal Preparation Program.

Marriage: Please contact Fr. Mike, Deacon Pat or Deacon
Eric nine months in advance to arrange a tentative date. 

Catechumenate: Adults interested in joining the Roman
Catholic Church, please call the parish office.

Church of the Transfiguration, Pittsford, NY

Like us on facebook
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