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My Sacrifice and Yours On the ancient practice of Mass offerings.  Part II 

Did You Know? A Top Ten about Offering Masses  
1. While most Masses are offered for those who have died, Masses can also be requested and offered for the living—both for their health 
and other intentions. There is also the practice of offering Masses in thanksgiving for some grace bestowed.  
2. All Masses that are requested of a parish are to be offered within one year of the request. If a parish cannot satisfy that obligation, they 
send the remaining intentions and stipends to the Diocesan Mission Office who insures they are offered by priests elsewhere, including 
our own retired priests.  
3. Regardless of how many Masses he offers, a priest is only able to retain one stipend per day.  
4. No Catholic should ever think he or she can buy a Mass. The phrase sometimes comes up: “How much is a Mass?” or “I’d like to pay 
for a Mass.” But the Code of Canon Law makes it very clear: “Any appearance of trafficking or trading is to be excluded entirely from the 
offering for Masses.”v Another way of saying it is the Lord himself paid the price for the Mass on the cross. No other cost will suffice.  
5. Stipend comes from the Latin word “stips” which is literally a gift or a donation (not an allowance or salary). In fact, the Code of Canon 
Law no longer uses the term “stipend” (which became associated with the payment of a fee), but instead refers to an “offering” which is 
made in honor of God and in order to contribute to the work of the Church.  
6. The amount of Mass stipends varies. In the Diocese of Ogdensburg all announced Masses encourage an offering of ten dollars.  
7. Since the stipend is an offering or a donation, you cannot be denied a Mass just because you cannot afford the stipend.  
8. When you request a Mass, please do not hesitate to ask for a Mass card to send to your friend or family member. This will let them 
know that they are being prayed for—which will probably be appreciated far more than flowers.  
9. You have had Masses offered for you! Each Sunday and Holy Day of Obligation every pastor is required to have a Mass offered for the 
people of his parish.  
10. While in this resource we have emphasized the importance of requesting Masses to be celebrated by our priests, each of us as bap-
tized Catholics can and should “offer” each Mass; that is, we can and should unite ourselves—with all our joys and sorrows, our petitions 
and thanksgivings—not just with the priest we see standing at the altar, but to our Eternal High Priest, Jesus Christ, as he offers the one, 
perfect sacrifice for our salvation: the total giving of himself in love to the Father by his death on the Cross. Thus, at each Mass we hear 
the words: “Pray brethren, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.”  
For Mass offerings, contact our parish office.   
 i Ordination Homily, Pope Benedict XVI, St Peter's Basilica, 3 May 2009 , ii Council of Lyons II (1274) as quoted in the Catechism of the Catholic Church 1032 , iii Pope Leo XIII “Mirae caritatis” cf. CCC 1031 , iv Apostolic Letter on Faculties Concerning 
Mass Stipends by Pope Saint Paul VI, 1974 ode of Canon Law 947   
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TRUST THE MIDAS TOUCH
Total Auto Care

Jason Dunn, Local Owner
817 Arsenal St.

Watertown, NY 13601
315-788-0403

License# 7048074

Reed & Benoit
 Funeral Home, Inc.

www.reedbenoit.com
C.William Stoodley, Mgr.

632 State Street
Watertown, NY 13601

(315) 782–6580   

. . . . . . In keeping with the three basic theological 
virtues of faith, hope and charity, Jefferson Concrete 
Corp. reminds everyone that on the first Sunday of  
each month, our parish collects your donations for 
the Watertown Urban Mission Food Pantry. 

Please be generous.

Black River Tree Removal
Tim Percy, Owner

773-4509 • 777-1816
Senior Citizen Discount

557 W. Main St. • Watertown, NY • 782-1900
“A Better Place To Buy Tires” 315-788-3351 • 117 N Massey Street, Watertown

Hart & Bruce Funeral Home
Funeral Directors: Jill Bruce Wiley & John P Bruce

PROUD TO BE FAMILY 
OWNED AND OPERATED

THIS SPACE IS

Contact Gary Zakrzewski to place an ad today! 
gzakrzewski@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6413

Pat Henry  &  Alicia Henry
Lic Real Estate

Associate Broker
315-778-9955 

Lic Real Estate
Salesperson

315-408-7089
patrickhenryrealto@gmail.com     |     ahenryrealtor@gmail.com

Authentic New York Style Pizza
Home made Italian cuisine

Take-out, Dine-in,Delivery, Food Truck 
& Catering

315-608-3778
--->  piezanos.pizza

 A. Cozzi & Co. Monuments
 Serving Northern NY families since 1901

 315-788-3450
 www.cozzimonuments.com
 619 Mill Street - Watertown, NY

visit our website for specials and discount coupon

DK Conklin Agency, LLC
Kari & David Conklin
1150 Holcomb St., 
Watertown, NY 13601

315-779-8422
kari.conklin2019@gmail.com

18893 US Route 11, Watertown, NY 13601
• ALL CREDIT ACCEPTED • GUARANTEED FINANCING
• QUALITY USED CARS, PICKUPS, VANS, AND SUVS

• PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Sacred Heart Foundation
“Membership Matters - Please Join Us”

Annual Individual Membership is $10 per person
Business Memberships are $50 

Every membership supports our mission of providing financial assistance 
to MSC students. Contact our office or visit our website for more details.

320 West Lynde Street,Watertown, NY 13601
(315) 782-3344 •  www.sacredheartfoundation.com

mail@sacredheartfoundation.com


