
JANUARY 3, 2021 - EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
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After celebrating the birth of our Savior who brought 

light into a world of darkness, may we look forward to 

the lengthening days of winter with hope, anticipating 

the coming of spring and an end to this pandemic.  

Even in the darkest of times, we need to keep our 

focus on our Lord and Savior who always brings us 

hope.  The best way to do this is through daily prayer 

and meditation.  There is no one right way to do your 

meditation, since each person will find what works best 

for them.  The important thing is that your meditation 

incorporates some scripture reading, some prayer and 

a time for contemplation.  The later can include reading 

a religious text of some sort.  Speaking with our Lord 

each day can help to relieve our feelings of isolation 

and frustration, because it refocuses our mind from our 

problems to the hope and love that our Lord brings to 

us.�

Another way to keep up your spirits is to join our 

Spiritual Friends group.  We meet once a month on a 

Thursday evening, and we discuss where we have 

seen God working in our lives, as well as a spiritual 

text.  It is an hour to an hour and a half of spiritual 

friendship.  It is not a lecture, but rather a round robin 

sharing among those present.  All are welcome to join.  

We also send out a weekly article on a spiritual topic to 

our email list.  Contact Jeanne Leonardi or myself to 

signup or for more information.�

This year, Epiphany falls on the first Sunday in 

January.  Our Gospel reading tells us that the Magi 

followed the star until it stopped over the place where 

the child was.  This star is widely believed to have 

been a conjunction of the planets Saturn and Jupiter.  

This year the word was privileged to see a recreation 

of this conjunction shortly before Christmas.  

Unfortunately, in Rochester it was too cloudy to see it, 

but there have been pictures on the web.  Once again, 

we are reminded by physical manifestations that our 

faith is based on scientific fact.  The events that we 

celebrate really did happen.  We can feel blest that 

God has come in the form of a baby to bring us new 

life that transformed our world.�

We also need to remember that God calls us to be 

disciples to share the Good News of the Gospel with 

those around us.  When we talk with our families, 

encourage them to have faith in God.  Many have been 

afraid to come to church because of the pandemic, but 

we can still encourage them in their faith.  We can still 

reach out to our coworkers and share the hope that our 

faith gives us.  May we be good disciples even in the 

face of a difficult time.�

In closing, I want to thank all of those who volunteered 

to help work on our Habitat house this past year.  The 

house is almost finished despite delays due to covid.  

All were able to work safely with masks, and another 

family in need will soon be moving into their new home. 

If you are willing to spend a Saturday building with us 

this coming year, please see me or send me an email 

at Robert.lyons@dor.org, and I will put you on my 

potential volunteer list.  I will need to get your email, 

home address, phone and emergency contact and 

phone.�

May God keep you and your family safe and may the 

new vaccines soon end this pandemic and allow us to 

go back to normal.�

Deacon Bob Lyons �



MASS INTENTIONS & READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Mass and Candle Inten�ons, scheduled for the living or 

deceased, can now be paid for through the WeShare program on 

our website.  A S�pend of $10 is requested for each Mass or 

Candle.  To schedule a Mass or Candle, please call the office first 

to set the date.  �

Memorial Dona�ons in memory of a loved one can also be made 

through WeShare.  Just go to WeShare and select make payment 

and follow the direc�ons.  It is important that you fill out all the 

informa�on so that proper acknowledgments can be made.�

Free Senior Legal Advice�

The Center for Elder Law and Jus�ce operates a Senior 

Legal Advice Helpline that provides free advice to 

individuals age 60 and over on health insurance, consumer 

issues, income benefits and many other non�criminal areas 

of law.  You can talk to an a#orney Monday through Friday, 

9am�11am by calling toll free: 844�481�0973.�

Bulle�n Submissions: Ar-cles are due by 10:00 AM 

Monday AT LEAST 14 DAYS prior to the Sunday publica-on 

date.  Email bulle-n ar-cles to kathy.steiner@dor.org.  

Marianne Cope Parish reserves the right to edit ar-cles 

submi#ed.�

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP � �

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS�

Wise Men See God in the Simple Things�

If you’re on social media, you have probably seen a meme 

going around that features this quote: “God has a plan for 

your life.  The enemy has a plan for your life.  Be ready for 

both.  Just be wise enough to know which one to ba#le 

and which one to embrace.”�

There were certainly two compe-ng plans for the Magi: 

God’s and Herod’s.  And, wise as they supposedly were, it 

wasn’t en-rely easy for the Magi to discern which was 

which. �

ABer all, Herod posed as a friend.  He offered the Magi 

hospitality and kindness.  Though the Gospel doesn’t say 

so, he probably fla#ered them and appealed to every 

moral weakness he could observe in them.  In his palace, 

they must have felt great physical comfort � rest and 

tables of plenty on what was an otherwise long and 

treacherous journey. �

But if the Magi were honest with themselves, I’ll bet they 

would have admi#ed that, regardless of Herod’s charm, 

they felt a gnawing sense of doubt while in his presence. 

When they looked upon the Christ Child, born in a stable 

without any of the comforts of the world or protec-ons of 

wealth, they probably felt the opposite. They probably felt 

safe. �

The Magi were lucky enough to have the right plan spelled 

out for them in a dream, but for the rest of us, it’s enough 

to remember this: God’s plan is oBen the one that leads us 

to places of great simplicity, great humility and great love.  

Let’s have the wisdom to view power with suspicion, and 

innocence with admira-on.�

� Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS; ©LPi�



Date� Deposit�regular� Deposit�WeShare� total�

12�20�20� $� $� $�

Budget needs�

$13,750.00�

Over/under 

budget�

$�

“Winter Weather Worries”�

Winter weather is coming and that means 

ice and snow may make it difficult for 

some people to get to church.  But parish 

bills keep growing during the winter, including increased 

hea-ng costs and snow removal expenses.  You can make 

sure your parish support doesn’t stop just when we need it 

the most.  Check out our simple, safe and secure online 

giving program at h#ps://smcrcc.weshareonline.org/�

Many families are giving online.  Please consider joining 

that growing number of dedicated givers!  We are most 

grateful to all those who make every effort to give 

consistently whether electronically or though the weekly 

offering basket.  It really helps us plan and meet our 

budget. �

�

Catholic Ministries Appeal: “Christ, Our Light.”�

As we come to end of the year we thank to those 

parishioner who have contributed the CMA so far.  As 

of December 18

th

, we have received $61,076.00 or 

37.86% of our financial goal of $161,325, from 292 

parish households which is 15% of our par�cipa�on 

goal of at least 25%.  Although we s�ll have a way to 

go, we are ahead of where we were last year!  At this 

point in 2019 we had only collected $50,587.00 

(31.36% of the goal) with only 253 donors.  May we 

con�nue to move steadily forward knowing that God 

asks us to use our blessings well, to help others, to 

share our bounty so that our wealth, however large 

or small, does good for God and returns to God with 

increase.�

Time of year for resolu-ons.  Our faith needs 

to grow.  Our charity needs to grow.  Bask in 

the light of Christ and you will grow in his 

ways.  Resolve to do more, be more, and do 

not let the past, or past failures, in anyway 

ma#er.  Because it does not, if you resolve and move 

forward.�

Bible Study will begin in January. �

Join us via Zoom as we break open 

the Books of Wisdom and Sirach.  

Learn how they are more than just 

collec-ons of wi#y sayings but provide vital founda-ons to 

understanding the concept of life aBer death, the true 

Wisdom of God, a proper perspec-ve on the dignity of 

women, and the importance of prayer.  These two books 

and their historical background, form an important bridge 

between the return of the Exiles and the beginning of the 

New Testament.�

Join us Wednesday evenings 7�8:30pm and Thursday Noon 

from January 20/21 through March 17/18.  Contact Rick 

Halsted via email at rhalsted@fron-ernet.net or leave 

word at the parish office, 334�3518 to reserve a spot.  We 

will be using, the Igna-us Catholic Study Bible booklet, 

“The Books of Wisdom and Sirach” as our text.  It is 

available through Igna-us Press at Igna-us.com or 

Amazon.com as well as other places.  If you have 

ques-ons, contact Rick via email or call at 334�5402.�

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are blessed at St. Marianne Cope Parish to 

have so many people who work together in 

making our celebrations of the Eucharist so 

meaningful and wonderful all year long.  

Thank you to each of you, Art and Environ-

ment Committee members, Musicians, Cantors 

and Choir Members, Liturgy Committee mem-

bers, Staff Members, Lectors and Ushers, Father 

Eloo and Father Nicodemus and Deacons Bob 

Lyons and Mike Zuber.  This Advent and 

Christmas Season has been unique for all of 

us, and a challenge in providing Liturgies 

that radiant with the Glory of God.  You have 

made it so and all of us in the parish are 

grateful for your creativity, hard work and 

commitment.  God bless you and Thank You. 

-Sr. Sheila  



The Epiphany of the Lord�

“Where is that thing?” mumbled Bob as he searched 

frantically on his dimly lit desk for the current electric 

bill.  “I know I put it right on top of these papers this 

morning!”  Growing in frustration and bordering on 

anger, he flies stuff around, moves books and opines 

why simple tasks need to be so hard.  Enter his wife, 

who calmly says, “Maybe it would help if you put the 

light on, dear.”  The desk light goes on and lo and be-

hold, there is the electric bill right where Bob left it 

earlier.  All it took was a little light!�

We stubbornly refuse to turn on the lights!  Either we 

are distracted, determined, disinterested, preoccupied, 

stubborn, apprehensive, or all of the above.  Or per-

haps, we fail to do the obvious.  We would rather live 

our lives with the dimmest of lights or even in total 

darkness.  Why are we afraid to do something so that 

we can actually see?  It might help us to find quicker 

and better answers to problems, the meaning of life, 

relationships, happiness, and what is ultimate truth.  

Yet, we stumble along, moving things from one side to 

the other, getting angry, feeling cheated, being unset-

tled, resigning ourselves to the agony of defeat once 

again.�

“And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising 

preceded them, until it came and stopped over the 

place where the child was.” �

The light has come into the world in the person of Je-

sus Christ!  We no longer have to fumble in the dark-

ness.  We have been gifted with the illumination we 

need to see our way through things and find what we 

really are looking for.  All these years later, however, 

so many are still reluctant to accept him.  Perhaps they 

are unconvinced, disinterested, preoccupied, stubborn, 

apprehensive, or all of the above.  Everyone has their 

own reason for not wanting to turn on the switch.�

But there are so many answers to so many of our prob-

lems in this humble Child of Nazareth.  A simple birth 

teaches us about God’s tender wedded relationship 

with humanity.  It speaks to the expanse of God’s sal-

vation across the globe, and the incarnate Divine won-

ders and blessings that are a part of our life moment to 

moment.  It calls us to understand the design of world 

Raising Pro�Life Children�

It often takes many decades to correct social 

injustices and human rights' problems. For ex-

ample, it took many decades to abolish slavery.�

Our generation might not see an end to the in-

justice of abortion. However, the younger gener-

ation is becoming increasingly pro�life and it is 

vitally important that we raise pro�life children. If 

so, they will one day see our nation becoming 

one of liberty and justice not just for some, but 

for all human beings.�

A baby and, indeed, life itself, is nothing short of 

a miracle. As faithful Catholics, we should be 

teaching our children ���at every opportunity���

that all human beings, at all stages of develop-

ment, should be cherished, respected, loved 

and protected at all times.�

Also, we need to teach children that being pro�

life does not only mean opposing abortion. 

Sometimes, children are born with disease, 

Down syndrome or some other problem���and 

these children are nevertheless all precious gifts 

from God and are extremely valuable, no matter 

what.�

Teaching children to have a pro�life attitude is 

the indispensable antidote to today's selfish, 

"me�first" society, with many people more con-

cerned about pleasure or money than the inher-

ent value and dignity of every human life.�

�

"A person's a person, no matter how small."  

Horton Hears a Who! Dr. Seuss. �

order God intended as found in the Beatitudes, the sa-

credness of every human life and all of creation and 

the meaning of things we struggle with most, like suf-

fering and death.  We have a lot of Good News to 

share, not just with a privileged few but with all the 

world.  All races and creeds can receive God’s healing 

word. God continues to manifest himself even now!  

Use the light to find what you are really looking for!�

�

©LPi�



Both worship sites are handicap accessible and equipped 

with a hearing loop (see an usher or greeter for assistance).�

Marianne Cope Roman Catholic Parish Staff�

Parish Office: 585�334�3518/ smcrcc@dor.org�

3318 E. Henrie.a Rd., Henrie.a, NY 14467�

Office Hours: Mon�Thurs 9:00am�5pm�

�

Sr. Sheila Stevenson, 

Fr. Eloo Nwosu, Parochial Vicar…………………………...Fr.Eloo.Nwosu@dor.org �

Bob Lyons, Deacon ………………………………………….……..robert.lyons@dor.org�

Mike Zuber, Deacon …………………………………………….mpz@rochester.rr.com�

Tony Mercadel, Deacon Emeritus �

Kathy Steiner, Administra*ve Assistant …..….x1102/kathy.steiner@dor.org �

Amanda Rayburn, manda.rayburn@dor.org 

Connie Fitch, Faith Forma*on Admin…………...x1605/connie.fitch@dor.org�

Gina Jennison, Youth Ministry …………….….....x1606/gina.jennison@dor.org �

Vickie Carpino, Mul*�Parish Finance Director…….Victoria.carpino@dor.org �

Dawn Herold, Bookkeeper…………………..……...x1306/dawn.herold@dor.org �

Robert Manners, x1107/robert.manners@dor.org�

John Bunce, Ensemble Director (GA)………...……....jebunce624@gmail.com�

Pam Ebersold, Choir Director (SJ)..………….…..pebersold@rochester.rr.com 

Marc DeSalvo, Maintenance Supervisor �

Bob Griffin, Maintenance �

�

Sacraments�

Reconcilia	on: 3:00PM � 4:00PM at St. Marianne Cope/GA�

Bap	sms: Arrangements should be made in advance.  Please 

call the office at 334�3518.�

Weddings: Arrangements should be made at least 6 months 

in  advance. (Pre�Cana required.)�

Anoin	ng of the Sick: By request; emergency call 269�8858.�

Counselor at St. Marianne Cope Parish: Michael J. Sullivan, 

LCSW�R offers therapy to individuals, couples and families in 

the areas of marriage and family, chronic illness, grief, 

geriatric, and drug & alcohol counseling. Call 388�9258 for 

appointment.  Confiden6ality assured.  �

Concerns related to financial fraud can be reported anonymously to: 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Rochester Financial Fraud Hotline 1�800�

388�7177 x1266 or in wri!ng to: Internal Audit Department, DOR, 

1150 Buffalo Rd., Rochester, NY 14624.  �

Our Lady of Guadalupe Devo�on�

"Dear Mother, we love you. We thank you for your 

promise to help us in our need.  We trust in your love 

that dries our tears and comfort us. Teach us the 

secret of peace in pain and to find our peace in your 

Son, Jesus, and bless us every day of our lives".�

To learn more about Our Lady of Guadalupe, visit:  h1ps://

www.ourcatholicprayers.com/our�lady�of�guadalupe.html �

God offers His love, His mercy 

and a return to a� serenity of 

mind and soul to anyone who 

has been affected by an 

abor!on.  Free, confiden!al and 

compassionate help in 

understanding and receiving 

what God offers is only a phone 

call away.�  Please call  Project 

Rachel today at 888�9RACHEL 

(888�972�2435) to begin this 

journey of renewed hope and 

peace. hopea%erabor'on.org�

HELP FOR VICTIMS: If you have 

been a vic!m of sexual abuse by 

anyone working in the church, 

you should contact the 

appropriate civil authori!es. To 

receive help and guidance from 

the Roman Catholic Diocese of 

Rochester please contact: 

Deborah Housel, vic!ms' 

assistance coordinator, (585) 

328�3210, ext. 1555, or toll�free 

1�800�388�7177, ext. 1555, or 

by e�mail to dhousel@dor.org.�

Our Parish Pastoral Council members are here to listen to you!  If 

you would like to express a concern or a sugges�on, please con-

tact any one of our council members below.�

�

Yvonne Kimaid, Chair/Facilitator: ykimaid22@gmail.com�

Holly Saad, Secretary: holhanmat@hotmail.com�

Sr. Sheila Stevenson: Sheila.stevenson@dor.org�

�

Meg Palmer, Trustee: mzp3of10@hotmail.com�

Phil Daggar, Trustee: edgedesign@fron�er.com�

�

Chuck Barone: cbinrush@aol.com�

Keith Bock: keith.bock@raymondjames.com�

Rosemary Bouchard: robouchard@aol.com�

�

Gene Kobos: eugenekobos@gmail.com�

Dana Neumire: dneumire@rochester.rr.com�

Joseph Valen�: 334�4805�

Glen Ziccarelli: gjziccarelli@gmail.com�

Mission Statement: We are a 

welcoming, Christ�centered Roman 

Catholic Community, strengthened by 

the Eucharist, nurturing the Faith 

through love and service.�

�

Vision Statement: We strive to know, love and serve Christ in the 

spirit of Saint Marianne Cope’s selfless discipleship through…�

� Hospitality and Building Belonging by warmly invi$ng and 

welcoming all to our inclusive community.�

� Vibrant Liturgy, Worship and Prayer by making Christ’s love truly 

evident to everyone present enhancing their Faith.�

� Community Outreach and Presence by joyfully bringing our Faith 

and service to those in need I  our Parish and beyond.�

� Educa!on, Catechesis and Spiritual Forma!on by understanding 

the richness and intricacies of our Catholic Faith and sharing its 

vital relevancy in today’s world.�

� Effec!ve Communica!on by sharing the vibrant life of our Parish 

through a comprehensive range of media.�

� Stewardship of Our Resources by inspiring generosity that’s 

driven from a deep love for our Faith and everyone we encounter.�

If/When you are admi#ed to a hospital, be sure to list 

yourself as a Catholic and a member of St. Marianne Cope 

Parish.  Because of HIPPA Laws, the hospitals will only call 

us if you give them permission.  �

If you or a loved one would like a pastoral visit, it is best to 

call the parish office at 334�3518 and request a visit.  �

Adora-on has moved back to the 

Chapel at St. Joseph’s Church.  Due to 

COVID�19 protocols and adorers 

personal safety, we cannot allow 

Unscheduled Walk�Ins.  �

Please call Sue Waterstraat at (585) 261�5676 or John 

Steiner at (585) 314�2927 for more informa-on or to 

schedule a -me to sit with our Lord in prayer.   �
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Ristorante Italiano
Dine In & Take Out
2133 E. Henrietta Rd.
Rochester
585-359-0990
Mammags.net

Tuesday through Sunday 11am-9pm
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ToptoBottomRochester.com

#1 IN REPAIRS
Ask yourself, is your repairman too

expensive, unreliable, unpredictable?

Since 1988

TOP TO BOTTOM
Expert Evaluation • Fully Insured

Free Estimates • Guaranteed 
Senior Discount

Your Safest Choice

338-9865
For 24 Hour Emergencies, Call 764-8204
30th Year Parish Sponsor Johnathon A. Geer

• Gutter 
   Cleaning
• Roofing
• Chimney
• Gutters
• Masonry
• Siding
• Carpentry

• Insulation
• Snow & Ice
• Chimney Liners
• Basement Walls
   Painted/Repaired
• Water Proofed
• Doors, Etc.

P.O. Box 17107
Rochester, NY 14617

ERIK MATZKY  585-467-9310
HighFallsTreeSvc@hotmail.com • www.HighFallsTreeServices.com

MILLER’S GUARANTEES

PREPAID
FUNERALS
3325 Winton Road South

(585) 424-3700
Ed & Josh Miller

4th & 5th Generation Owners

  MILLER FUNERAL and
  CREMATION SERVICES, INC.
  Trusted for Five Generations

DANIEL E. PHILLIPS
D.D.S.

Dentistry for Adults and Children

334-5544
4001 East Henrietta Road

Contact Joseph Meyers to place an ad today! 
jmeyers@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6470


