
St. Theodore’s Church 

“Broken, we gather.  Nourished, we are sent forth.” 

�

November 14, 2021�

�

168 Spencerport Road, Rochester, New York 14606�

Parish Office: 429�6811 � Fax: 429�7726 � Faith Formation Office: 429�5650�

e�mail: Gsttheod@dor.org  �  visit us on the web: sttheodoreschurch.com�

like us on Facebook (St. Theodore’s Catholic Church�Rochester NY) and �

YouTube (St Theodore Church Gates)�

Email gsttheod@dor.org to let us know you want our emails.�

Parish office hours:  Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.�

Pastoral Perspectives�

�

� A spiritual writer tells the story he heard in his youth which per-

haps you too remember. It was about a young boy who had fallen 

through the ice while skating and was left clinging, cold and alone, at the 

edge of the ice with no help in sight. As he hung on in this seemingly 

hopeless situation, he was tempted many times to simply let go since no 

one was going to come along to rescue him. But he held on, despite all 

odds. Finally, when everything seemed beyond hope, he clung on one 

minute longer and after that extra minute, help arrived. The story was 

simple and its moral was simple: This young boy lived because he had 

the courage and strength to hang on one minute longer. Rescue comes 

just after you have given up on it, so extend your courage and wait one 

minute longer.�

� This is a story of physical heroism and it makes its point clearly. 

Heroism often consists in staying the course long enough, of hanging on 

when it seems hopeless, of suffering cold and aloneness while waiting 

for the new day. �

� Today is the annual World Day of the Poor proclaimed by Pope 

Francis, established that we might engage with the poor amongst us, not 

only giving them money or food but encountering them with compassion 

and care. How many of the poor in our neighborhood, living day to day in 

discouragement and hopelessness, get up and say to themselves: “Can I 

go on for one more day?”�

� How many of us who have been blessed with material goods see 

one more cause or one more person in need and say, “Sorry I already 

gave someone, or some organization a donation. I can’t go on like this”?�

� A few years ago, I was on sabbatical in Rome. A classmate and I 

visited St. Peter’s Basilica. There was only one thing my classmate want-

ed to see: the tomb of Pope John XXIII. Most everyone loves this pope, 

who was such a simple and humble man. He embraced a motto for his 

life which was as simple as he was. His motto was: “Now, I begin.” Every 

day is an opportunity to begin again, to find new ways of living in the light 

of Christ.�

� If we persevere and never grew weary of doing what is right, 

those who know you will be blessed and grateful that you continued to 

believe in them even when for a time they had stopped believing in them-

selves.�

�

�� Thought for the week:  Thoughts are just thoughts. They can’t hurt 

you without your consent. 

�� Smile for the week: A new Christian wrote to the IRS: “I can’t sleep at 

night, so I am enclosing a thousand dollars that I forgot to declare. 

P.S. If I still can’t sleep, I will send the rest.” 

�

God bless! Have a wonderful week! Fr. Kevin McKenna�
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FOOD CUPBOARD NEWS�

�

Your support of our food cupboard is 

appreciated by the whole community. 

We welcome any non�perishable 

food items.�

NEEDED ITEM:�

Shampoo�

DAILY RAFFLE WINNERS�

11/01� Bernadette LeFrois� � $25�

11/02� Donna Curran� � � $25�

11/03� Frank & Rebecca Barattini� $25�

11/04� Michael Knight� � � $25�

11/05� Michael Ellison� � � $25�

11/06� Kim & Joe Argenta� � $50�

11/07� Daniel Wegman�� � $50�

Parish Baked Food Sale�

Election Day�

The Special Events Committee 

would like to thank everyone who 

baked for our baked food sale 

and those who bought at the sale.  

We sold out early in the afternoon 

and made a nice profit for the par-

ish.   �

Liturgy Committee News �

Did you know that St. Theodores has a committee that 

plans all the major liturgies and celebrations throughout 

the year? Currently there are five members on the Liturgy 

Committee, and we are always looking for more individu-

als to help us. You do not need to have a degree or 

knowledge of liturgy to join. �

The committee has been meeting since early Septem-

ber to develop a theme for the new church year which 

starts on the First Sunday of Advent which falls on No-

vember 28, 2021. We are pleased to announce this year’s 

theme which is from Isaiah 41:10. �

�

“Fear not for I am with you; Be not dismayed, �

For I am your God. �

I will strengthen you, yes, I will help you, �

I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.” �

�

Originally it was written for the Jew who were exiled, but 

what does it mean for us today? If we look at what is hap-

pening in the world today, we see and hear of war, 

COVID, food shortages, taxes and a million other things. 

Life can get stressful and scary. Do not be distressed, 

(dismayed), He is our God. We serve the living Christ who 

conquered death. God promises to help us and gives us 

strength when we need it, He will give us the help to get 

through whatever we face (I will strengthen you). When 

we lose our footing in life, He will uphold us if we put our 

trust in Him. �

Whatever you face this upcoming year, remember Isai-

ah 41:10. Take freely of what God is offering you.�

SNOWBIRDS�

Are you flying south for the winter?  Please let us know.  Since 

your envelopes cannot be forwarded to you, please consider set-

ting up online contributions through your bank.  Call the office if you 

need more information or helping setting it up.�

�

Name:  ___________________________________________________________�

Address:  _________________________________________________________�

Email:  ___________________________________________________________�

I will be gone from:__________________________________________________�

STUDENT OF THE MONTH�

Congratulations to the students in Grades 1�8 in 

the Faith Formation Program who were nominated 

Student of the Month for September/October. 

These students excel in the areas of being �

prepared for class, good attendance, respect for 

teacher and classmates, class behavior and class 

participation.  Keep up the great work!�

GRADE 1:  Hudson Meyers�

GRADE 2:  Callum Goggin�

GRADE 3:  Lila Meyers�

GRADE 5:  Juliana Wallace�

GRADE 7:  Caiden Ward�

GRADE 8: Jason Cocchiara, Jr.�

Great�

Job!�

ONLY ONE WEEK LEFT TO�

WIN DINNER WITH �

DEACON DENNIS AND �

HIS LOVELY WIFE BARBARA!!!�

�

Simply submit your Catholic Ministries Appeal Pledge Card on/

or before November 15 and your name will be entered in the 

drawing.  Five names will be chosen at random. Each winner 

may bring a guest.  The place and the menu are a surprise. Din-

ner will include appetizers, entrée, dessert and, of course a beverage.  Win-

ners will be notified on November 16 and the dinner will take place on Sunday, 

November 21.  SO, get your pledges in as soon as you can. Payment is not 

necessary to win. �

May God bless you for your generous support of our Diocesan ministries.  �

Don’t forget to 

make your 
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BAPTISMS�Please call 429�6811 to schedule the bap-

tism.�

�

FAITH FORMATION FOR CHILDREN IN GRADES 1�9 

INCLUDING SACRAMENT PREPARATION�Contact 

Maureen Piehler at 429�5650 for information regarding 

programs.�

�

HOSPITAL CALLS�Please call the parish office to have 

a priest or pastoral staff visit you while you are in the hos-

pital.  Due to privacy laws, we cannot access information 

about your hospitalization unless you indicate St. Theo-

dore’s as your faith community on your admissions forms.  �

�

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION�Saturdays from 

3:00 p.m.� 4:00 p.m. or by appointment.�

�

WEDDINGS�Contact Deacon Dennis at 429�6811 or 

dennis.lohouse@dor.org as soon as possible to reserve 

the church before you sign a contract with a reception 

hall.  �

�

YOUTH MINISTRY FOR GRADES 6�12�Contact 

Maureen Piehler for information at 429�5650.�

�

BULLETIN�Email sttheodorebulletin@dor.org at least 

10 days before the bulletin date. Pick up a copy of our 

latest bulletin in the chapel entrance.�

�

Please remember St. Theodore's Church of Gates, NY 

in your will. Request that memorial donations be sent 

to our parish upon a loved one’s death.�

�

SUNDAY OFFERING ENVELOPES�Please continue to 

mail in your envelopes on a weekly basis.  We are also 

accepting envelopes in the parish life center during parish 

office hours.  Your financial support is greatly appreciated 

and needed at this time.�

�

FOOD CUPBOARD�Donations to the Food Cupboard 

can be dropped off at the parish life center during parish 

office hours.�

�

�

�

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/16�0755882 �

Log into your account and shop away.�

�

�

St. Theodore’s Cash Raffle 

OUR NEXT CASH RAFFLE �

WILL BE STARTING SOON�

�

There are 122 chances to win, and 

FOUR of those chances are worth $125 each.  For just 

$20 you have multiple chances to win: $25 each week-

day, $50 each weekend day. $125 on December 15, 

January 15, February 15 and March 15, 2022.�

Remember if your name is pulled as a winner, it goes 

right back into the raffle for more chances to win.�

GET YOUR TICKETS IN SOON !�

The first drawing is December 1.  Additional tickets are 

available at the entrance to church or in the parish office.�

Parish Staff:�

� Rev. Kevin McKenna, Pastor�

� Dennis Lohouse, Deacon�

� Angelo Coccia, Senior Deacon�

� Laurence Feasel, Senior Deacon�

� Anthony Caruso, Senior Deacon�

� David Paluskiewicz, Senior Deacon�

� Daniel Leitten, Finance Director�

� Leigh Ann Lester, Business Manager�

� Maureen Piehler, Director of Faith Formation and 

Youth Ministry �

� Rita Manners, Music Director�

� Food Cupboard: 429�5360�

� Sr. Catherine Pfleger, RSM�

MONDAY�

5:00 PM Faith Formation Classes�Grades 1�5�

7:00 PM Faith Formation Classes�Grades 7�8�

7:00 Bell Choir�

�

TUESDAY�

7:00 PM Knights of Columbus�

�

WEDNESDAY�

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal�

�

THURSDAY�

1:30 PM Bible Study �

�

THURSDAY�SATURDAY�

NCYC�

�

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION�Saturdays from 

3:00 p.m.� 4:00 p.m. or by appointment.�

�

Hearing 

Loop�

Eucharistic Chapel �

Open 24 Hours�

Mary’s Place Refugee Outreach, 414 Lexington Ave-

nue, is looking for volunteers to help with Wednesday 

food deliveries to refugee families. .�

Mary’s Place was founded in 2009 to deliver a range of 

services to refugees resettled in northwest Rochester. 

Mary’s Place offers English language and jobs skills 

classes, immigration and citizenship assistance, and 

case management to help refugee families find critical 

benefits and programs they will need in resettlement.  

Both drivers and packers are needed:�

�� Drivers arrive at 11:45 on Wednesday mornings and 

will receive food and other staples assigned for delivery. 

Takes about 1 to 1 ½ hours. Drivers may bring a partner 

to assist.�

�� Packers arrive at 9 a.m. and unpack several pallets 

of food�produce, staples, sometimes dairy products. 

Food is bagged or boxed to be ready for drivers. Takes 

about� 2 hours.�

Drivers and packers should be able to lift up to 30 

pounds.  If you are able to help, please contact Matt 

Palocy, program director 

at��matthew.palocy@marysplaceoutreach.org�



Thirty�Third Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

MONDAY Weekday�

8:30 A.M. Bob & Jane Anderson req. Family�

8:30 A.M. Anthony & Mary Lewandowski req. Richard 

Lewandowski�

�

TUESDAY Weekday�

8:30 A.M. Philip LoMaglio req. Carolyn Langelotti�

�

WEDNESDAY St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious�

8:30 A.M. Frank & Ann Barattini req. Daughter, Carole�

�

THURSDAY Weekday�

8:30 A.M. Kathleen Smith req. Arlene Fridd�

�

FRIDAY Weekday�

8:30 A.M. For Souls in Purgatory req. Ann�

�

WEEKEND MASSES�

Our Lord, Jesus Christ, King of the Universe�

�

SATURDAY �

4:30 P.M. People of St. Theodore’s Parish�

�

SUNDAY �

9:00 A.M. Janet Leyh req. John Leyh�

11:00 A.M. Joao & Maria Martins Luis req. Daughter, 

Belmira�

11:00 A.M. Antonio Ciccarelli req. Wife�

�

Bible readings for next Sunday:  Dn 7:13�14; Rv 1:5�

8; Jn 18:33b�37(161)�
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Thank you to the good stewards who continue 

to support our parish.  St. Theodore’s is very 

blessed to have your support especially during 

this difficult time.�

FINANCES FOR WEEK OF NOVEMBER 7�

Sunday Collection �

$8,706.35�

Attendance�

470�

�

With joyful hearts, we welcome our 

newly baptized.�

�

Camila L. Melino�

Child of Zachery and Julia�

�
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St. Theodore’s Church 

Ninth Annual ‘Lights of Love’ Tree 

Celebrate the holiday season by remembering or 

honoring a special person, with a light on St. Theo-

dore’s “Lights of Love” Tree that will be located outside 

the main entrance of church.  A contribution of $5 will illu-

minate one of the lights on the “Lights of Love” Tree. The 

lights will shine brightly every night from December 4, 

2021 to January 4, 2022, the Feast of the Epiphany.�

Fr. McKenna will bless and light the tree after the 

4:30 Mass on Saturday, December 4.�

Forms are available in the back of church or parish 

office. All forms need to be in by this Monday, November 

15.�

CHRISTMAS WISHES FOR THE FOOD CUPBOARD�

Our annual Christmas Wishes project for the Food Cup-

board has begun! The baskets at each church entrance 

have paper wishes with requests for inexpensive gift 

items for our monthly households (consisting of almost 90 

people). Most gifts are less than $10 and there are many 

that can be picked up at one of the dollar stores.�

Please give thanks for your good fortune and help make 

Christmas brighter for those who have less. Please Note: 

A special wooden box will be available for gift cards and 

postage stamps (so they don’t get lost). All items should 

be returned (unwrapped) with the wishes attached no lat-

er than Monday, December 6 and placed in 

the large decorated boxes. Please “be an 

angel and take a wish, or two or more.”   �

THANK YOU!�

Everyone had a fun and safe time at our Trunk or Treat 

event last Sunday!�

Thank you very much to the volunteers, the parishioners 

who decorated their trunks and handed out candy and to 

our Town Supervisor, the Gates Police Chief and the 

Gates Fire Department for also participating.�

There are more pictures on our Facebook page.�
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Bring in this coupon & receive

$50 OFF
a complete pair of glasses

1260 Lyell Ave | Rochester, NY

(585) 254-0193
This coupon is for ONE-TIME USE ONLY. May be used on top of existing 

promotions. Some restrictions may apply, please ask store for more details.

 “Our third generation 
 of caring service.”

Dominic A. DiPonzio
Christopher B. DiPonzio  

Joseph D. DiPonzio

219 SPENCERPRT RD. 
PH. 429-6700

Alvah Halloran & Son Funeral Home
2125 Chili Ave. Rochester, NY 14624

585-247-7590
Proudly Serving the Catholic Families of Gates & Chili Since 1957

HONORING TRADITIONS, strengthening faith.
Affordable Prices - Catering Facilities - Monuments - Preplanning

Adam J. Szeluga
Funeral Director

SAVE 50% - 70%
with OUR FACTORY
DIRECT PRICING! 

2105 Buffalo Rd. • West-Mar Plaza Gates, NY

585-247-0777
johnnyboxspring.com

RICK CAMPOLI, Agent
Rick Campoli Agency
1671 Penfield Rd.
Rochester, NY 14625
Phone 585-381-1869
Fax 585-381-1916
rick@campoliagency.com

Complete Residential & Commercial Plumbing Services

426.5068

441 Elmgrove Rd • Rochester, NY 14606
www.gattiplumbing.com

 Call us today for a FREE thorough
 Roof and Attic Inspection
 Roof Repairs · Metal & Shingle Roofs 
 Insulation & More
 25% OFF Gutters 
 & Gutter Guards
 (limited time offer)

 www.StellarRoofing.com
 (585) 888-ROOF

Contact James McGee to place an ad today! 
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429


