
St. Theodore’s Church 

“Broken, we gather.  Nourished, we are sent forth.” 

�

November 21, 2021�

�

168 Spencerport Road, Rochester, New York 14606�

Parish Office: 429�6811 � Fax: 429�7726 � Faith Formation Office: 429�5650�

e�mail: Gsttheod@dor.org  �  visit us on the web: sttheodoreschurch.com�

like us on Facebook (St. Theodore’s Catholic Church�Rochester NY) and �

YouTube (St Theodore Church Gates)�

Email gsttheod@dor.org to let us know you want our emails.�

Parish office hours:  Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.�

Pastoral Perspectives�

�

Someone recently told this story: As a young boy in the 1950’s he was 

struck down with pneumonia. His family lived in a small town that had neither 

a hospital nor a doctor. His father’s job had taken him away from the family for 

that week. His mother was home alone with no phone and no car. Frightened 

and completely without resources, she came to his sickbed, knelt down beside 

him and pinned a medal of Saint Therese of Lisieux to his pajamas, and 

prayed to her in words to this effect: “I’m trusting you to make my child better. 

I’m going to remain kneeling here until his fever breaks.�

Both the person who told the story and his mother eventually fell asleep, he 

in his sickbed and she is kneeling beside it. When they awoke, his fever had 

broken.�

The person didn’t tell the story to claim that some kind of miracle took 

place (though who is to judge?). He tells it to make a different point � namely, 

how his mother, in a situation of fragility and helplessness, dropped to her 

knees and turned to God as if by natural instinct, and how that kind of a re-

sponse is no longer our own natural instinct. Very few of us today, faced with 

a similar situation, would do what his mother did.�

Why not? Today many of us think we are self�sufficient, and we are ade-

quate to handle the darkness and the threats within life and we don’t even 

need help from God. And a lack of fear is not necessarily a bad thing. God 

doesn’t want us to live in fear. The word “Gospel” means Good News, not 

threat. Jesus came into the world to rid us of false fear.�

But thinking we are self�sufficient is a dangerous illusion. In the end we are 

not safe from lightening and disease, no matter how sturdy our windows or 

good are doctors. We are not in control. When we see our fragility and help-

lessness, we are not called to be fearful but grateful. It is then that we realize 

that we are not in control and that our lives and our safety are in the hands of 

a loving God beyond us. Jesus inaugurates a new kingdom, a change of heart 

and soul, that moves us beyond our normal instincts into a bigger mind that 

rises above self�interest and self�protection that so often triggers feelings of 

bitterness, negativity, and a lack of empathy inside us. The kingdom of Jesus 

shares the message that however unfair many situations may seem, we can 

meet them with understanding and an empathetic heart. �

�

• Thought for the week:  If you can simply recognize that low moods are 

only temporary you will soon be on the upswing to a better frame of mind.�

�

• Smile for the week:  A young college student wrote home to his family: 

“Dear Mom and Dad � I haven’t heard from you in nearly a month. Please 

send a check so I’ll know you’re all right.�

�

God bless! Have a wonderful week! Fr. Kevin McKenna�
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FOOD CUPBOARD THANK YOU !�

Our parish food cupboard volunteers are so grateful to all 

who donated food for the Thanksgiving Food Drive. Your 

response was overwhelming. Your contributions will help 

many families in our community to have a Happy Thanks-

giving. God bless you and Happy Thanksgiving to all.�

�

NEEDED ITEM OF THE WEEK:�

�

Mac & Cheese�

DAILY RAFFLE WINNERS�

11/08 Lori Doolin � $25�

11/09 Shirley Donaldson � $25�

11/10 Sylvia Tortora � $25�

11/11 Carolyn D‘Ambrosia �$25�

11/12 Debra Smardz � $25�

11/13 Michael Brennan � $50�

11/14 Linda Capurso� $50�

The sanctuary lamp will burn this week 

for:�

�

Bob & Jane Anderson�

Req. Family�

Liturgy Corner �

You may have noticed today at Mass, the use of incense around the altar. Have you ever wondered why we 

incense the altar, cross, lectionary, Pascal candle or even the casket at a funeral?�

The use of incense has roots in the Old Testament.� Malachi 1:1, states, “… Everywhere a sacrifice of incense 

is offered to my Name…” and Psalm 141 states, “Let my prayer rise before you like incense O Lord.”�

We do not know exactly when the use of incense was introduced to our Mass or other liturgical rites.� At the time 

of the early Church, Jews continued to use incense in their own Temple rituals, so it would be safe to conclude that 

Christians would have adapted its usage for their own rituals.�

In the General Instruction of the Roman Missal, incense may be used during the entrance procession at the be-

ginning of Mass, to incense the altar, at the procession and proclamation of the Gospel, at the offertory, to incense the 

offerings, altar, priest and people; and at the elevation of the Sacred Host and chalice of Precious Blood after the conse-

cration. The priest may also incense the Crucifix and the Paschal Candle.� During funeral Masses, the priest at the final 

commendation may incense the coffin.�

As Catholics, we express our worship of God in words and gestures. The burning of incense is a prayer in itself. 

Furthermore, for Catholics prayer is action, and that action becomes evermore present through the visual and sensory 

experience of incense. At funerals the casket is incensed to honor the deceased which became a temple of the Holy 

Spirit at Baptism and as a sign of the faithful’s prayers for the deceased rising to God.�

The use of incense adds a solemnity and mystery to the Mass. The visual imagery of smoke and the smell re-

minds of the transcendence of the Mass which links heaven with earth, it allows us to enter into the presence of God.�

Incense helps us to understand that at Mass we enter into and are united with worship offered to God in Heaven 

by His Angels and Saints.�

So let our prayer rise like incense, and let our incense rise like prayer, so that in all things God may be glorified.�

�

REFERENCES�

[https://.ewtn.com/catholocism/library/why�is�incense�used�during�mass�1014]��

https://holyrosarychurchmphs.org/visiting/why�do�catholics�use�incense/�

�

�

�

�

Libera Luciano�

Chris Renda�

�

Please remember our deceased and their families at this 

most difficult time.�

�

THEO’S CLOSET IS REOPENING�

Tuesday, November 30 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.�

All winter clothing, especially coats, boots, hats, 

gloves is desperately needed.  You can 

leave your donations on the benches in 

the parish life center on Monday�Thursday 

from 9:00�3:00.  Clean out your closets 

and help those in need! Thank you for 

your continued generosity!�

2021�2022 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL�

We are getting very close to our goal for this year’s 

Appeal.  Thank you to everyone who has given their gift 

or pledge.  If you have not yet responded, please prayer-

fully consider a gift. The CMA provides funding for im-

portant programs, services and ministries that strengthen 

our whole Church. Every gift to the CMA helps those in 

need, supports the mission of the Church, and comes 

back to help our parish. Thank you. Let us continue to 

pray for the success of our efforts. ��
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BAPTISMS�Please call 429�6811 to schedule the bap-

tism.�

�

FAITH FORMATION FOR CHILDREN IN GRADES 1�9 

INCLUDING SACRAMENT PREPARATION�Contact 

Maureen Piehler at 429�5650 for information regarding 

programs.�

�

HOSPITAL CALLS�Please call the parish office to have 

a priest or pastoral staff visit you while you are in the hos-

pital.  Due to privacy laws, we cannot access information 

about your hospitalization unless you indicate St. Theo-

dore’s as your faith community on your admissions forms.  �

�

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION�Saturdays from 

3:00 p.m.� 4:00 p.m. or by appointment.�

�

WEDDINGS�Contact Deacon Dennis at 429�6811 or 

dennis.lohouse@dor.org as soon as possible to reserve 

the church before you sign a contract with a reception 

hall.  �

�

YOUTH MINISTRY FOR GRADES 6�12�Contact 

Maureen Piehler for information at 429�5650.�

�

BULLETIN�Email sttheodorebulletin@dor.org at least 

10 days before the bulletin date. Pick up a copy of our 

latest bulletin in the chapel entrance.�

�

Please remember St. Theodore's Church of Gates, NY 

in your will. Request that memorial donations be sent 

to our parish upon a loved one’s death.�

�

SUNDAY OFFERING ENVELOPES�Please continue to 

mail in your envelopes on a weekly basis.  We are also 

accepting envelopes in the parish life center during parish 

office hours.  Your financial support is greatly appreciated 

and needed at this time.�

�

FOOD CUPBOARD�Donations to the Food Cupboard 

can be dropped off at the parish life center during parish 

office hours.�

�

�

�

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/16�0755882 �

Log into your account and shop away.�

�

�

Parish Staff:�

� Rev. Kevin McKenna, Pastor�

� Dennis Lohouse, Deacon�

� Angelo Coccia, Senior Deacon�

� Laurence Feasel, Senior Deacon�

� Anthony Caruso, Senior Deacon�

� David Paluskiewicz, Senior Deacon�

� Daniel Leitten, Finance Director�

� Leigh Ann Lester, Business Manager�

� Maureen Piehler, Director of Faith Formation and 

Youth Ministry �

� Rita Manners, Music Director�

� Food Cupboard: 429�5360�

� Sr. Catherine Pfleger, RSM�

�

�

�

MONDAY�

5:00 PM Faith Formation Classes�Grades 1�5�

7:00 PM Faith Formation Classes�Grades 7�8�

�

TUESDAY�

6:30 PM Bell Choir�

7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal�

�

WEDNESDAY�

Parish Office closed at Noon�

�

THURSDAY�

Parish Office closed�

�

NEXT SUNDAY�

Catholic University Collection�

�

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION�Saturdays from 

3:00 p.m.� 4:00 p.m. or by appointment.�

Hearing 

Loop�

Eucharistic Chapel �

Open 24 Hours�

CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY COLLECTION�

The Catholic University of America is the national 

university of the Catholic Church in the United States, 

located in Washington, D.C.  It provides an academical-

ly rigorous education guided by Catholic intellectual tra-

dition. Next week is the National Collection for the Cath-

olic University of America.  Every dollar given directly 

supports financial aid for students from dioceses across 

the country, including ours.  Please give generously by 

using your envelope in your envelope packet.�

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES�

Due to the approachingChristmas season, bul-

letins will need to be submitted early.��Please 

send bulletin articles 

to�sttheodorebulletin@dor.org�no later than the 

dates below.��If articles are received after the 

submission deadline, they will not be included 

in that bulletin.��

• For the 12/12/21 bulletin, submit articles no 

later than 11/29/21��

• For the 12/19/21 bulletin, submit articles no 

later than 12/6/21��

• For the 12/26/21 bulletin, submit articles no 

later than 12/9/21��

• For the 1/2/22 bulletin, submit articles no 

later than 12/16/21�

Thank you.�



Our Lord, Jesus Christ, King of the Universe�

�

MONDAY St. Cecilia, Virgin and Martyr�

8:30 A.M. James Mancuso req. Daugher, Jeanette�

8:30 A.M. Sophie Serio req. Reivon Bubel�

�

TUESDAY Weekday�

8:30 A.M. Phil LoMaglio req. Tom, Carla & Cherish 

Rokuski�

�

WEDNESDAY St. Andrew Dung�Lac, Priest & Com-

panions, Martyrs�

8:30 A.M. Celeste DeFeo req. Grandchildren�

�

THURSDAY Weekday�Thanksgiving Day�

9:00 A.M. Sophie Serio req. Ann Saraceni�

�

FRIDAY Weekday�

8:30 A.M. Carlo Tripi req. Children�

�

WEEKEND MASSES�

First Sunday of Advent�

�

SATURDAY �

4:30 P.M. Anthony & Carmel Dailey req. Family�

4:30 P.M. Angela & Les Blay req. Family�

�

SUNDAY �

9:00 A.M. People of St. Theodore’s Parish�

11:00 A.M. Frank & Rose DiCesare req. Family�

�

Bible readings for next Sunday:  Jer 33:14�16;�

1 Thes 3:12�4:2; Lk 21:25�28; 34�36(3)�

�

Page Four�

Thank you to the good stewards who continue 

to support our parish.  St. Theodore’s is very 

blessed to have your support especially during 

this difficult time.�

Due to early submission of the bulletin, the finances for 

the week of November 14 will be in the November 28 

bulletin.�
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St. Theodore’s Church 

Ninth Annual ‘Lights of Love’ Tree 

Celebrate the holiday season by remembering or 

honoring a special person, with a light on St. Theo-

dore’s “Lights of Love” Tree that will be located outside 

the main entrance of church.  A contribution of $5 will illu-

minate one of the lights on the “Lights of Love” Tree. The 

lights will shine brightly every night from December 4, 

2021 to January 4, 2022, the Feast of the Epiphany.�

Fr. McKenna will bless and light the tree after the 

4:30 Mass on Saturday, December 4.�

CHRISTMAS WISHES �

FOR THE FOOD CUPBOARD�

Thank you to all parishioners who have al-

ready taken paper wishes from the baskets at 

the church entrances. There are still wishes available if 

you haven’t picked any up. There is a $20 limit on gifts, 

but most will cost less than $10 and some are available at 

dollar stores.�

Please return the unwrapped gift with the wish attached 

no later than Monday, December 6. Please….be an angel 

and take a wish or two. Your generosity is so very appre-

ciated by our monthly families. (A wooden box is available 

to collect the gift cards and postage stamps so they don’t 

get lost.)�

Tuesday, November 30 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.�

�

PLEASE ask your family and friends to donate their clean 

and gently used clothing. You can leave your donations 

SAVE THE DATE�

FAMILY CHRISTMAS EVENT �

WITH SANTA�

�

December 12, 2021�

�

Watch the bulletin for more information 

on this fun event!�

St. Theodore’s Cash Raffle�

Daily Cash Raffle�

�

Our next raffle runs from�

December 1, 2021 to March 31, 2022.�

Winners to be determined by random drawing�

Weekday prize � $25.�

Saturday and Sunday prize � $50.�

Four special drawings of $125 each on December 15, 

January 15, February 15 & March 15�

You have 121 chances to win!�

No limit on how many times you can win�

$20 per raffle ticket.�

Must be 18 or older to play.�

Tickets are in this week’s bulletin�

Return your tickets soon.�

Additional bright pink tickets available�

at the entrance to church or in the parish office.�

Remember these raffle tickets make a 

nice gift.�

�

Run to St. Theodore’s �

to get your raffle ticket�
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Bring in this coupon & receive

$50 OFF
a complete pair of glasses

1260 Lyell Ave | Rochester, NY

(585) 254-0193
This coupon is for ONE-TIME USE ONLY. May be used on top of existing 

promotions. Some restrictions may apply, please ask store for more details.

 “Our third generation 
 of caring service.”

Dominic A. DiPonzio
Christopher B. DiPonzio  

Joseph D. DiPonzio

219 SPENCERPRT RD. 
PH. 429-6700

Alvah Halloran & Son Funeral Home
2125 Chili Ave. Rochester, NY 14624

585-247-7590
Proudly Serving the Catholic Families of Gates & Chili Since 1957

HONORING TRADITIONS, strengthening faith.
Affordable Prices - Catering Facilities - Monuments - Preplanning

Adam J. Szeluga
Funeral Director

SAVE 50% - 70%
with OUR FACTORY
DIRECT PRICING! 

2105 Buffalo Rd. • West-Mar Plaza Gates, NY

585-247-0777
johnnyboxspring.com

RICK CAMPOLI, Agent
Rick Campoli Agency
1671 Penfield Rd.
Rochester, NY 14625
Phone 585-381-1869
Fax 585-381-1916
rick@campoliagency.com

Complete Residential & Commercial Plumbing Services

426.5068

441 Elmgrove Rd • Rochester, NY 14606
www.gattiplumbing.com

 Call us today for a FREE thorough
 Roof and Attic Inspection
 Roof Repairs · Metal & Shingle Roofs 
 Insulation & More
 25% OFF Gutters 
 & Gutter Guards
 (limited time offer)

 www.StellarRoofing.com
 (585) 888-ROOF

Contact James McGee to place an ad today! 
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