
St. Theodore’s Church 

“Broken, we gather.  Nourished, we are sent forth.” 

�

December 5, 2021�

�

168 Spencerport Road, Rochester, New York 14606�

Parish Office: 429�6811 � Fax: 429�7726 � Faith Formation Office: 429�5650�

e�mail: Gsttheod@dor.org  �  visit us on the web: sttheodoreschurch.com�

like us on Facebook (St. Theodore’s Catholic Church�Rochester NY) and �

YouTube (St Theodore Church Gates)�

Email gsttheod@dor.org to let us know you want our emails.�

Parish office hours:  Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.�

Pastoral Perspective�

The Advent Season presents us with an opportunity to allow God 

to call us “his beloved,” as we await the celebration of the coming 

of God’s Beloved Son.”�

We might be hoping that some person, thing, or event will come 

along to give us that final feeling of inner well�being we desire. 

Don’t you often hope: “May this book, idea, course, trip, job, coun-

try or relationship fulfill my deepest desire? But as long as you are 

waiting for that mysterious moment you will go on running helter�

skelter, always anxious and restless, always lustful, and angry, 

never fully satisfied. This is the compulsiveness that keeps you 

going and busy, but at the same time, makes us wonder if we are 

getting anywhere in the long run.�

That is the way to spiritual exhaustion and burn�out. That is the 

way to spiritual death.�

Advent says: “Prepare!” Prepare for what?�

For that still, quiet moment when you hear “You are my Beloved.” 

We are intimately loved long before our parents, teachers, spous-

es, children, and friends loved or wounded us. That’s the truth of 

our lives. Let us take time during the Advent rush to hear: “I have 

called you by name, from the very beginning. You are mine and I 

am yours. You are my Beloved, on you my favor rests. I have 

molded you in the depths of the earth and knitted you together in 

your mother’s womb. I have carved you in the palm of my hands 

and hidden you in the shadow of my embrace. I look at you with 

infinite tenderness and care for you with a care more intimate than 

that of a mother for her child. Wherever you go, I go with you, and 

wherever you rest, I keep watch. Nothing will ever separate us. 

We are one.”�

· Thought for the week: You cannot be peaceful and at the same 

time blame others.�

· Smile for the week: A grandmother received a call from her 

young grandson on her birthday asking her how old she was. “62” 

she replied. He was quiet for a moment, and then he asked her 

“Did you start at 1?”�

God bless! Have a wonderful week! Fr. Kevin McKenna�
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FOOD CUPBOARD NEWS!�

�

People seeking assistance doubles around the holidays. 

Please help keep our Food Cupboard stocked. Helping 

people provides a great feeling of Christian community. �

�

NEEDED ITEM OF THE WEEK:�

�

Bar Soap�

DAILY RAFFLE WINNERS�

11/15 Meg Vogler � $125�

11/16 Cindy Donaldson�$25�

11/17 Genny Heberger �$25�

11/18 Gloria Furno� $25�

11/19 Janet O’Leyar � $25�

11/20 Mary Gallichio � $50�

11/21 Al Mau � � $50�

�

�

�

Mary Ann Fedele�

Carmella Petrillo�

�

Please remember our deceased and their families at this 

most difficult time.�

THEO’S CLOSET HAS REOPENED�

Tuesdays from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.�

All winter clothing, especially coats, boots, 

hats, gloves is desperately needed.  You can 

leave your donations on the benches in the parish life 

center on Monday�Thursday from 9:00�3:00.  Clean out 

your closets and help those in need! Thank you for your 

continued generosity!�

2021�2022 �

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL�

�

We are very pleased to announce that we 

have met our CMA goal!!!!�

If you still wish to contribute to the CMA, 

please do so.  For any monies raised over our 

goal, the Diocese will return half of that to us.�

Thank you for your support of the CMA!�

�

IT’S NOT TOO LATE�

TO BE A PART OF OUR SOS DAILY CASH RAFFLE.�

�

There are still over a hundred chances to win, and 

FOUR of those chances are worth $125 each.�

For just $20 you have multiple chances to win: $25 

each weekday, $50 each weekend day, $125 on Decem-

ber 15, January 15, February 15, and March 15, 2022.�

Remember if your name is pulled as a winner, it goes 

right back into the raffle for more chances to win.�

SO IT’S NOT TOO LATE�

GET YOUR TICKETS IN SOON!�

Bright pink colored tickets are available in the main en-

trance of church and in the parish office. Place tickets and 

money in an envelope and place in the weekly collection 

basket, or drop them off at the Parish Office.�

TAKE PART IN THE LITURGY�

The presentation of the gifts at Mass is a very im-

portant role as it marks the beginning of the second ma-

jor part of the Mass, the Liturgy of the Eucharist.�

At the presentation of the gifts, the faithful present the 

gifts of bread and wine to the priest, symbolizing an offer-

ing of creation and themselves back to the Father. This 

also gives an exterior sign of our internal offerings � we 

offer our prayers and ourselves in the same way that we 

offer these mere gifts of bread and wine, hoping that just 

as they are changed into the Body and Blood of Christ, 

so may we be transformed byhis grace.�

We are asking families to take turns presenting the gifts 

by signing up for a Mass that they attend. Sign up sheets 

are available in the back of church. Please mark your 

name for the Mass you would like to present the gifts. If 

you have booked a Mass for a loved one, please make 

sure to sign up for that Mass.�

When attending Mass for the date you are signed up, 

please let the ushers know that you are here and where 

you will be sitting so that they can instruct you on when to 

gather for the presentation.�

Please call the office if you have any questions.�

ADVENT REFLECTION�WEEK 2�

�

Have joy in your hearts as we make paths straight, level 

mountains, hills and fill every valley. This sounds like a 

monumental task. How can that bring joy? God promises 

us that even though the task may be hard it will bring us 

great joy.�

Obviously, we know these words mean something 

greater than what they literally mean. Maybe when we 

see these words in a different light by relating them to 

justice, equality and welcoming the marginalized, we see 

how joy can be accomplished. �

Advent is the season of Christian "roadwork." John the 

Baptist, through our readings, asks us to straighten out 

our lives and to clear out obstacles or dangers on our 

journey to God. How do we make the way smoother for 

others who find it difficult to travel to God?�

�

Reflection Questions�

Have you or do you now belong to a group or organiza-

tion that has leveled the playing field for you or others 

making it easier to seek God? How was it accomplished? 

How did it bring joy to you and others?�

Like John the Baptist was our coach and mentor to 

seek God, who has been a mentor or coach in your life to 

seek justice for others? What activities or words did this 

person use to encourage you to grow?�

How does prayer help to achieve these monumental 

tasks?�
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BAPTISMS�Please call 429�6811 to schedule the bap-

tism.�

�

FAITH FORMATION FOR CHILDREN IN GRADES 1�9 

INCLUDING SACRAMENT PREPARATION�Contact 

Maureen Piehler at 429�5650 for information regarding 

programs.�

�

HOSPITAL CALLS�Please call the parish office to have 

a priest or pastoral staff visit you while you are in the hos-

pital.  Due to privacy laws, we cannot access information 

about your hospitalization unless you indicate St. Theo-

dore’s as your faith community on your admissions forms.  �

�

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION�Saturdays from 

3:00 p.m.� 4:00 p.m. or by appointment.�

�

WEDDINGS�Contact Deacon Dennis at 429�6811 or 

dennis.lohouse@dor.org as soon as possible to reserve 

the church before you sign a contract with a reception 

hall.  �

�

YOUTH MINISTRY FOR GRADES 6�12�Contact 

Maureen Piehler for information at 429�5650.�

�

BULLETIN�Email sttheodorebulletin@dor.org at least 

10 days before the bulletin date. Pick up a copy of our 

latest bulletin in the chapel entrance.�

�

Please remember St. Theodore's Church of Gates, NY 

in your will. Request that memorial donations be sent 

to our parish upon a loved one’s death.�

�

SUNDAY OFFERING ENVELOPES�Please continue to 

mail in your envelopes on a weekly basis.  We are also 

accepting envelopes in the parish life center during parish 

office hours.  Your financial support is greatly appreciated 

and needed at this time.�

�

FOOD CUPBOARD�Donations to the Food Cupboard 

can be dropped off at the parish life center during parish 

office hours.�

�

�

�

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/16�0755882 �

Log into your account and shop away.�

�

�

Parish Staff:�

� Rev. Kevin McKenna, Pastor�

� Dennis Lohouse, Deacon�

� Angelo Coccia, Senior Deacon�

� Laurence Feasel, Senior Deacon�

� Anthony Caruso, Senior Deacon�

� David Paluskiewicz, Senior Deacon�

� Daniel Leitten, Finance Director�

� Leigh Ann Lester, Business Manager�

� Maureen Piehler, Director of Faith Formation and 

Youth Ministry �

� Rita Manners, Music Director�

� Food Cupboard: 429�5360�

� Sr. Catherine Pfleger, RSM�

�

�

�

�

MONDAY�

5:00 PM Faith Formation Classes Grades 1�5�

7:00 PM Faith Formation Classes Grades 7�8�

�

TUESDAY�

7:00 PM Rosary Altar Society�

7:00 PM Bell Choir�

�

WEDNESDAY�

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal�

�

THURSDAY�

1:30 PM Bible Study�

�

�

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION�Saturdays from 

3:00 p.m.� 4:00 p.m. or by appointment.�

�

Hearing 

Loop�

Eucharistic Chapel �

Open 24 Hours�

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES�

Due to the approaching Christmas season, bulletins will 

need to be submitted early.��Please send bulletin articles 

to�sttheodorebulletin@dor.org�no later than the dates 

below.��If articles are received after the submission 

deadline, they will not be included in that bulletin.��

• For the 12/19/21 bulletin, submit articles no later 

than 12/6/21��

• For the 12/26/21 bulletin, submit articles no later 

than 12/9/21��

• For the 1/2/22 bulletin, submit articles no later than 

12/16/21�

Thank you.�

BLESSING OF BABY JESUS�

On Sunday, December 12 fami-

lies are invited to bring the baby 

Jesus figurine from your family 

Nativity set to Mass for a special 

blessing. The “creche” is a rep-

resentation of the scene of Je-

sus’ birth, with the manager, 

Mary, Joseph and the three 

wisemen. If you don’t already 

have a Nativity set for your 

home, we encourage you to 

begin this family tradition.�

�



Second Sunday of Advent�

�

MONDAY Advent Weekday�

8:30 A.M. Joseph Bovenzi req. Family�

�

TUESDAY St. Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the 

Church�

8:30 A.M. Robert & Margie Shaffer req. Carol Hugunin�

�

WEDNESDAY Immaculate Conception of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary�

8:30 A.M. Ada Ferrari req. Salamone Family�

5:30 P.M. People of St. Theodore’s Parish�

�

THURSDAY Advent Weekday�

8:30 A.M. Norman Casaceli req. Marily Casaceli�

�

FRIDAY Advent Weekday�

8:30 A.M. John Brown req. Rich & Sherry Olliver�

�

WEEKEND MASSES�

Third Sunday of Advent�

�

SATURDAY �

4:30 P.M. People of St. Theodore’s Parish�

�

SUNDAY �

9:00 A.M. Vernard Jenkins req. Butch & Patti Carmel�

11:00 A.M. Our Lady of Guadalupe and in memory of 

Mary Maggio req. Ann�

�

Bible readings for next Sunday:  Zep 3:14�18a;�

Phil 4:4�7; Lk 3:10��18(9)�

Page Four�

Thank you to the good stewards who continue 

to support our parish.  St. Theodore’s is very 

blessed to have your support especially during 

this difficult time.�

FINANCES FOR WEEK OF NOVEMBER 21�

Sunday Collection �

$6,342.55�

Attendance�

415�

Since the December bulletins have to be submitted ear-

ly, weekly finances will be in the next available bulletin.�
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CHRISTMAS WISHES �

FOR THE FOOD CUPBOARD�

We may still have a few paper wishes in the 

baskets at the entrances of church. If you have-

n’t taken any yet, please be an angel and take a wish… or 

an extra one if you can. (Most are very inexpensive items, 

only a dollar or two.)�

All items (unwrapped, please) are due back in on 

Monday, December 6 as we have to match up the gifts 

with the recipients and get them ready for our monthly 

families to pick up the following week.�

Don’t Forget: There is a special box set up for gift 

cards and postage stamps so they don’t get lost in the 

bags and boxes with the larger items. Again, please at-

tach the angel somehow to the items so we can match 

them up to the proper person. Our families are so very 

appreciative of all you do.�

“BIRTHDAY PARTY �

FOR JESUS”�

The deadline to register is December 6.�

�

Families are invited to a Birthday Party for Jesus!  �

There will be crafts, games, cupcakes to celebrate Je-

sus’ birthday and a special visit from Santa.�

�

Date:� Sunday, December 12�

Time:� 2:00�4:00 p.m.�

Cost:� $15.00 per family �

Place:�  Parish Hall�

Face masks are required to be worn for this event.�

�

The deadline to register for this fun family event is 

Monday, December 6.�

�

Registration forms are available in the back of 

church and the Faith Formation and Parish Offices.  �

Since you bring gifts to a birthday party, we are ask-

ing families to bring a new unwrapped toy for an under-

privileged child in loving memory of Annamaria Accorso, 

who was killed in a car accident four years old.�

Annamaria was a volunteer in the Faith Formation 

program and for Theo’s Closet.  The toys will be given to 

local organizations in the city.  If you are not attending 

this evert and would still like to donate a toy, you can 

bring it to the Faith Formation Office no later than De-

cember 13.�

The deadline to register for this fun family event 

is Monday, December 6.�

If you have any questions, please contact Maureen 

Piehler at 429�5650 or Maureen.piehler@dor.org.�
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Bring in this coupon & receive

$50 OFF
a complete pair of glasses

1260 Lyell Ave | Rochester, NY

(585) 254-0193
This coupon is for ONE-TIME USE ONLY. May be used on top of existing 

promotions. Some restrictions may apply, please ask store for more details.

 “Our third generation 
 of caring service.”

Dominic A. DiPonzio
Christopher B. DiPonzio  

Joseph D. DiPonzio

219 SPENCERPRT RD. 
PH. 429-6700

Alvah Halloran & Son Funeral Home
2125 Chili Ave. Rochester, NY 14624

585-247-7590
Proudly Serving the Catholic Families of Gates & Chili Since 1957

HONORING TRADITIONS, strengthening faith.
Affordable Prices - Catering Facilities - Monuments - Preplanning

Adam J. Szeluga
Funeral Director

SAVE 50% - 70%
with OUR FACTORY
DIRECT PRICING! 

2105 Buffalo Rd. • West-Mar Plaza Gates, NY

585-247-0777
johnnyboxspring.com

RICK CAMPOLI, Agent
Rick Campoli Agency
1671 Penfield Rd.
Rochester, NY 14625
Phone 585-381-1869
Fax 585-381-1916
rick@campoliagency.com

Complete Residential & Commercial Plumbing Services

426.5068

441 Elmgrove Rd • Rochester, NY 14606
www.gattiplumbing.com

 Call us today for a FREE thorough
 Roof and Attic Inspection
 Roof Repairs · Metal & Shingle Roofs 
 Insulation & More
 25% OFF Gutters 
 & Gutter Guards
 (limited time offer)

 www.StellarRoofing.com
 (585) 888-ROOF

Contact James McGee to place an ad today! 
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429


