
St. Theodore’s Church 

“Broken, we gather.  Nourished, we are sent forth.” 

�

December 12, 2021�

�

168 Spencerport Road, Rochester, New York 14606�

Parish Office: 429�6811 � Fax: 429�7726 � Faith Formation Office: 429�5650�

e�mail: Gsttheod@dor.org  �  visit us on the web: sttheodoreschurch.com�

like us on Facebook (St. Theodore’s Catholic Church�Rochester NY) and �

YouTube (St Theodore Church Gates)�

Email gsttheod@dor.org to let us know you want our emails.�

Parish office hours:  Monday through Thursday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.�

Pastoral Perspectives�

�

� We like to get answers to our problems. If someone 

can suggest a quick fix to them, we are happy. It has always 

been that way and probably always will.�

� Various people came to John the Baptizer in the de-

sert to get advice. He gave it.�

� He told the crowd in general, to share. He told tax 

collectors to be honest. He told soldiers to not abuse their 

power by abusing people.�

� We are not told how they reacted to John’s advice, 

but since group after group asked for it, we can assume that 

folks liked what he had to say. We can be less sure that they 

actually followed it. �

� A common question at this time of year is, “What do 

you want for Christmas?” When I was a child my father used 

to reply, “All I want is a well�behaved kid.” I always found it 

easier to give him a necktie.�

� The Lord asks each of us the same question. “What 

do you want for Christmas?” His asking frees me form the 

necessity of thinking of one more thing that will clutter my 

life. I can turn to him and say, “Lord, all I want is to know 

you, to know how close to me you are, how much you love 

me.”�

� What Jesus offers is himself. If we really accept that 

gift we will find peace.� What we want has already been 

given us. We do not have to wait until Christmas Day to re-

ceive it. �

� We can spend our lives looking for John the Baptist, 

looking for good advice, the right rules, by which to live. Or 

we can accept the Christmas gift offered to us at every mo-

ment, the loving presence of Jesus Christ the Lord.�

  �

�� Thought for the week: Every time you are able to find 

some humor in a difficult situation, you win.�

 

�� Smile for the week: Why are snakes measured in inch-

es? They don’t have feet. 

 

God bless! Have a wonderful week! Fr. Kevin McKenna�



Page Two� St. Theodore’s Church, Rochester, New York�

�

Mary Rose Bianchi�

Rosa Freitas�

�

Please remember our deceased and their families at this 

most difficult time.�

�

ADVENT REFLECTION � WEEK 3�

�

Today is Gaudete Sunday, Rejoice, we are halfway through the Advent season. How do we rejoice in a society filled with 

commercialism at this time of year? Once again our "Coach and Mentor", John the Baptist tells us specifically what we 

should do. Give half of everything you own to others. If we have two cloaks, give one to someone who has none. Share 

half of your food with those that are hungry.�

�

Face it, I am just as guilty as the next person one it comes to sharing. Do we give a coat to the coat closet because we 

no longer like it or wear it or does it come from the coats that we wear all the time? When we give to the food cupboard 

are they canned goods that we go out and buy or those that sit in the back of the pantry that we have no intention of ever 

using? Selfish concerns and materialism can suffocate our love for our brothers and sisters.�

�

Let us give Christmas to those to whom it really belongs, the homeless, refugees, the elderly, the sick and the young 

who have no hope.�

�

Reflection Question�

�

If you gave half of all you own � your belongings, clothes, phone, books, jewelry, even half your home and retirement 

fund, to your local homeless shelter or women's crisis shelter, what would it feel like? Does the thought fill you with fear 

or outrage? Does it feel like it's too big of a thing that Christ asks of you? Why does it feel this way?�

Good bye 

Dear Friends,�

�

It's time to say good bye.  I will fully retire on De-

cember 31.  It has been my privilege to minister to the 

people of St. Theodore's parish for nearly 32 years.  

Those years flew by.�

Thank you for your caring friendship.  I'll keep you in 

prayer and ask that you do the same for me.�

�

Fondly,�

Sister Cathy�

TAKE PART IN THE LITURGY�

The presentation of the gifts at Mass is a very im-

portant role as it marks the beginning of the second ma-

jor part of the Mass, the Liturgy of the Eucharist.�

At the presentation of the gifts, the faithful present the 

gifts of bread and wine to the priest, symbolizing an offer-

ing of creation and themselves back to the Father. This 

also gives an exterior sign of our internal offerings � we 

offer our prayers and ourselves in the same way that we 

offer these mere gifts of bread and wine, hoping that just 

as they are changed into the Body and Blood of Christ, 

so may we be transformed by His grace.�

We are asking families to take turns presenting the gifts 

by signing up for a Mass that they attend. Sign up sheets 

are available in the back of church. Please mark your 

name for the Mass you would like to present the gifts. If 

you have booked a Mass for a loved one, please make 

sure to sign up for that Mass.�

When attending Mass for the date you are signed up, 

please let the ushers know that you are here and where 

you will be sitting so that they can instruct you on when to 

gather for the presentation.�

Please call the office if you have any questions.�

ADVENT DAY OF PENANCE�

Advent is a special time for preparing 

for the coming of Christ. The celebra-

tion of the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

is a wonderful way to prepare our-

selves for the great Feast of the Nativi-

ty of Jesus.  A Day of Penance will be celebrated on 

Wednesday, December 22 at Holy Family Parish, 4100 

Lyell Road from 12 noon � 7 p.m. The priests from Holy 

Family and St. Theodore’s Parishes will be hearing pri-

vate confessions. All are welcome! �

Whatsoever you do for the least of my people, so you do 

unto me. Jesus asks us for help in so many ways and in 

some scripture passages even commands us to help oth-

ers. At St. Theodores, we are very blessed. We have a 

food cupboard which feeds the hungry. Additionally, we 

have a clothing closet that helps to clothe the poor and 

keep them warm. Now we must take the next step to help 

those who are in prison. We are in the process of setting 

up a prison ministry. The first task that we are attempting 

is to send a small gift box to 50 prisoners. The box will 

include a Bible (New Testament), a daily meditation book-

let, a puzzle book and lastly a� blank Christmas card they 

can send to a loved one. We are in need of parishioners 

to put the gift boxes together. A tentative date, Sunday, 

December 19 has been set. If you can spare a few 

minutes after mass that day it would be much appreciat-

ed. Please listen for further announcements from the pul-

pit as this date could possibly change. May God Bless 

you always.�
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BAPTISMS�Please call 429�6811 to schedule the bap-

tism.�

�

FAITH FORMATION FOR CHILDREN IN GRADES 1�9 

INCLUDING SACRAMENT PREPARATION�Contact 

Maureen Piehler at 429�5650 for information regarding 

programs.�

�

HOSPITAL CALLS�Please call the parish office to have 

a priest or pastoral staff visit you while you are in the hos-

pital.  Due to privacy laws, we cannot access information 

about your hospitalization unless you indicate St. Theo-

dore’s as your faith community on your admissions forms.  �

�

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION�Saturdays from 

3:00 p.m.� 4:00 p.m. or by appointment.�

�

WEDDINGS�Contact Deacon Dennis at 429�6811 or 

dennis.lohouse@dor.org as soon as possible to reserve 

the church before you sign a contract with a reception 

hall.  �

�

YOUTH MINISTRY FOR GRADES 6�12�Contact 

Maureen Piehler for information at 429�5650.�

�

BULLETIN�Email sttheodorebulletin@dor.org at least 

10 days before the bulletin date. Pick up a copy of our 

latest bulletin in the chapel entrance.�

�

Please remember St. Theodore's Church of Gates, NY 

in your will. Request that memorial donations be sent 

to our parish upon a loved one’s death.�

�

SUNDAY OFFERING ENVELOPES�Please continue to 

mail in your envelopes on a weekly basis.  We are also 

accepting envelopes in the parish life center during parish 

office hours.  Your financial support is greatly appreciated 

and needed at this time.�

�

FOOD CUPBOARD�Donations to the Food Cupboard 

can be dropped off at the parish life center during parish 

office hours.�

�

�

�

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/16�0755882 �

Log into your account and shop away.�

�

�

With joyful hearts, we welcome our newly baptized.�

�

Julian Thomas Privitera�

Child of Caleb and Alexandra�

Parish Staff:�

� Rev. Kevin McKenna, Pastor�

� Dennis Lohouse, Deacon�

� Angelo Coccia, Senior Deacon�

� Laurence Feasel, Senior Deacon�

� Anthony Caruso, Senior Deacon�

� David Paluskiewicz, Senior Deacon�

� Daniel Leitten, Finance Director�

� Leigh Ann Lester, Business Manager�

� Maureen Piehler, Director of Faith Formation and 

Youth Ministry �

� Rita Manners, Music Director�

� Food Cupboard: 429�5360�

� Sr. Catherine Pfleger, RSM�

�

�

�

�

MONDAY�

5:00 PM Faith Formation Classes�Grades 1�5�

7:00 PM Faith Formation Classes�Grades 7�8�

�

TUESDAY�

7:00 PM  Parish Council�

7:00 PM Bell Choir�

�

WEDNESDAY�

7:00 PM Choir Rehearsal�

�

THURSDAY�

1:30 PM Bible Study�

�

�

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION�Saturdays from 

3:00 p.m.� 4:00 p.m. or by appointment.�

�

Hearing 

Loop�

Eucharistic Chapel �

Open 24 Hours�

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES�

Due to the approaching Christmas season, bulletins will 

need to be submitted early.��Please send bulletin articles 

to�sttheodorebulletin@dor.org�no later than the dates 

below.��If articles are received after the submission 

deadline, they will not be included in that bulletin.��

�� For the 1/2/22 bulletin, submit articles no later than 

12/16/21�

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PARISH�

We encourage you to keep your Sunday 

offerings current.  You may mail in your 

envelopes, drop them off at the parish 

office during office hours or have them sent from your 

bank using your bank’s online banking feature.   St. The-

odore’s Church will be the payee and your envelope 

number will be your account number.�

If you have any questions, please call Leigh Ann in 

the parish office.�

CASH RAFFLE WINNERS�

11/29 Jeanette Donato� $25�

11/30 Jennifer Corwin� $25�

12/01 Rick Campoli � $25�

12/02 Shirley Donaldson $25�

12/03 Fran Campoli � $25�

12/04 Trisha Damuth � $50�

12/05 Anthony Marcello �$50�



Third Sunday of Advent�

�

MONDAY St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr�

8:30 A.M. Michael Kewley req. Bill and Sandy Lowe�

�

TUESDAY St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor 

of the Church�

8:30 A.M. All Deceased Member of St. Theodore’s req. 

People of St. Theodore’s�

�

WEDNESDAY Advent Weekday�

8:30 A.M. All Volunteers of St. Theodore’s req. People 

of St. Theodore’s�

�

THURSDAY Advent Weekday�

8:30 A.M. All Priests in the Diocese of Rochester req. 

People of St. Theodore’s�

�

FRIDAY Late Advent Weekday�

8:30 A.M. In Appreciation of the Knights of Columbus 

req. People of St. Theodore’s�

�

WEEKEND MASSES�

Fourth Sunday of Advent�

�

SATURDAY �

4:30 P.M. Sammy Calandra req. Anne Calandra & Fami-

ly�

4:30 P.M. Sharon Aimola req. Family�

�

SUNDAY �

9:00 A.M. People of St. Theodore’s Parish�

11:00 A.M. Gennaro & Teresa Paternoster req. Family 

and Joe & Maria Lentine�

�

Bible readings for next Sunday:  Mk 5:1�4a; �

Heb 10:5�10; Lk 1:39�45(12)�
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Thank you to the good stewards who continue 

to support our parish.  St. Theodore’s is very 

blessed to have your support especially during 

this difficult time.�

FINANCES FOR WEEK OF NOVEMBER 28�

Sunday Collection �

$8,421.00�

Maintenance Fund�

$205.00�

Attendance�

427�

Sunday Collection �

$11,354.65�

Maintenance Fund�

$929.00�

Attendance�

485�

FINANCES FOR WEEK OF DECEMBER 5 �
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FOOD CUPBOARD THANK YOU!�

�

How grateful so many in our community are that you 

share so generously with them! Your gift each weekend 

pleases God as well!�

ITEM OF THE WEEK�

Pasta Sauce�

FOOD CUPBOARD CHRISTMAS WISHES PROJECT�

A very warm “thank you” to all parishion-

ers who participated in this project! We were 

able to provide grocery store gift cards, post-

age stamps and other requested items to 

almost 40 families. You’ve made this Christ-

mas a special one for many of your neighbors.�

The volunteers at the Food Cupboard thank you all 

for your continued food and toiletry donations throughout 

the year. So many others have benefitted from your car-

ing acts of kindness. Wishing you all a happy, healthy and 

blessed new year!�

CMA Dinner �

with Deacon Dennis and Barb Lohouse�

The winners of the Pledge�Early dinner were hosted at 

the Lohouse residence on Sunday, November 21

st

.  The 

menu included a butternut squash bisque, romaine hearts 

and endive salad, beef wellington with rice pilaf and as-

paragus with a lemon butter sauce. Dessert was pumpkin 

cake roll with French vanilla ice cream and caramel sauce�

�

As one of the guests wrote: "We thank Deacon Dennis 

and his wife, Barb, for offering a great gourmet meal to 

our parishioners who�were able to attend.”�
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Bring in this coupon & receive

$50 OFF
a complete pair of glasses

1260 Lyell Ave | Rochester, NY

(585) 254-0193
This coupon is for ONE-TIME USE ONLY. May be used on top of existing 

promotions. Some restrictions may apply, please ask store for more details.

 “Our third generation 
 of caring service.”

Dominic A. DiPonzio
Christopher B. DiPonzio  

Joseph D. DiPonzio

219 SPENCERPRT RD. 
PH. 429-6700

Alvah Halloran & Son Funeral Home
2125 Chili Ave. Rochester, NY 14624

585-247-7590
Proudly Serving the Catholic Families of Gates & Chili Since 1957

HONORING TRADITIONS, strengthening faith.
Affordable Prices - Catering Facilities - Monuments - Preplanning

Adam J. Szeluga
Funeral Director

SAVE 50% - 70%
with OUR FACTORY
DIRECT PRICING! 

2105 Buffalo Rd. • West-Mar Plaza Gates, NY

585-247-0777
johnnyboxspring.com

RICK CAMPOLI, Agent
Rick Campoli Agency
1671 Penfield Rd.
Rochester, NY 14625
Phone 585-381-1869
Fax 585-381-1916
rick@campoliagency.com

Complete Residential & Commercial Plumbing Services

426.5068

441 Elmgrove Rd • Rochester, NY 14606
www.gattiplumbing.com

 Call us today for a FREE thorough
 Roof and Attic Inspection
 Roof Repairs · Metal & Shingle Roofs 
 Insulation & More
 25% OFF Gutters 
 & Gutter Guards
 (limited time offer)

 www.StellarRoofing.com
 (585) 888-ROOF

Contact James McGee to place an ad today! 
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429


