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Authentic faith, Welcoming and Engaging 

+  +  +  Be holier today than yesterday. The only and truly sad thing in life is not to become a saint.  +  +  +�
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 August 21-22, 2021   Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

 

Think of Sacraments. 

Think of Divine Life.  

 

Sacrament of Baptism. 

The sacrament through 

which God, in Jesus Christ, 

makes us His sons and 

daughters. To prepare for 

reception, call Father Edison @ 924-7111. 

Sacrament of the Eucharist. The sacrament through which 

God, like a responsible parent, feeds us, with food from heav-

en: His Word, and the Body and Blood of Jesus.  

��Weekend Masses: Saturday at 4:30 PM, Sunday at 8:30, 

10:30 AM and 5 PM. Important Note: The Sunday 

Obligation resumed on June 5-6, 2021.  

��Weekday Masses: Monday-Wednesday, Friday at 8:30 

AM.  

��For First Holy Communion, call Donna DeJoode at 924-

2800 for more info. 

��Family members may bring Holy Communion to other 

family members who are sick and homebound.  

Sacrament of Confirmation. The sacrament through which 

God by the gift of the Holy Spirit strengthens us to give faith-

ful witness to our Catholic Faith. To prepare for reception, 

call Elizabeth Johnston @ 924-2800. 

��Children, older than 7 y/o, and adults who needs to be 

baptized, receive Communion and/or be Confirmed, call 

Deacon John @ 924-7111.    

Sacrament of Reconciliation. The sacrament through which 

God’s mercy and love, justice and truth heals the wound of 

human sin. Generally offered an hour before each Mass. Please give 

the priest fifteen minutes before Mass to prepare for Mass. 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick.  The sacrament 

through which Jesus continues to heal the sick among us. 

Anointing is offered at each Mass on the first weekend of the 

month. Or call Fr. Edison @ 924-7111 to schedule an anoint-

ing.  

Sacrament of Marriage. The sacrament through which God 

calls a man and woman to become visible signs of His Love. 

Call Fr. Edison or Deacon John @ 924-7111 for more info. 

Sacrament of Holy Orders. The sacrament through which 

the mission Jesus entrusted to the apostles is continued in the 

Church. To learn more about vocations to the ordained min-

istry, please call Fr. Edison or Deacon John @ 924-7111. 

Never miss an opportunity to celebrate a sacrament.   

On the Eucharist 

     Results of the Second 

Survey on the Eucharist. 

Only fifteen participated. 

All participants engage in 

the ongoing Respect and 

Reverence Challenge, 

which began last January. 

Fourteen attend Mass eve-

ry Sunday; and one, twice a month. 

     Some of the things that they do to express respect and 

reverence towards the Holy Mass: attending daily Mass, attending 

Sunday Mass and holy days of obligation, serving as liturgical minister, 

being more attentive to their attire at Mass, doing personal reflection on 

the Sunday readings, continuing the discussion on the homily after Mass, 

and staying after Mass for personal prayer. 

     What other ways can our parish support your spiritual and 

liturgical renewal? Spiritual retreats, after Mass social gatherings, 

Bible Study, promote beauty in the Eucharist, homilies that are Bible-

based and applicable to everyday life, use of traditional hymns, and the 

observance of silence during Mass. 

What have you appreciated more about the Mass with its 

celebration versus populum? Better understanding of the communi-

ty, and able to see the facial expressions and gestures of the presider. 

...and ad orientem? Participating more in union with the priest, 

stronger sense of unity in prayer, paying more attention to the Eucharistic 

Prayer, understanding the role of the ordained priest, Fr. Edison is one 

with the congregation when we are all facing in the same way, more spirit-

ually fulfilling experience, develop a stronger connection with God at such 

an important moment at Mass. 

Next Steps… 

We will continue to alternate the versus populum and ad 

orientem postures during the Eucharistic Prayer. I pray that this 

will continue to challenge us to pay more and more attention 

to the things that could easily be taken for granted and to the 

things that need rediscovery. I myself continually find that I 

am seeing more what is happening at Mass, particularly what 

God is doing for us at Mass. 

And how are we affected by Pope Francis’ motu proprio 

Traditionis custodes? Bishop Matano allows for the celebration 

of the Extraordinary Form of the Mass to continue where it 

was previously offered in the diocese prior to the release of 

the motu proprio. 

Continue to remain respectful and reverent toward the 

Holy Mass.                              - Father Edison 
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Daily 3 PM Prayer Intentions 

    Please include any of these inten-

tions at your daily 3 PM prayer: 

�� For faithful observance of the 

Sunday obligation, 

�� For a culture of vocations in our 

parish, 

�� For lapsed parishioners, 

�� For our ongoing church and cemetery building projects, 

�� For new liturgical ministers—children, teens and adults,   

�� For the souls in purgatory. 

Let us be known by our praying for each other. 

Liturgy & Sacramental Life�

because Jesus taught us to pray 

We Lift Each Other in Prayer 

   Joseph Felice, Jerry Martin, Dick Ashlaw, Michael Keane, 

Martin Neenan, Ann Spadaro, Jim McMahon, Caroline Gillen, 

John Becker, Christine Palmer, Bev Henehan, Stephen & 

Marian Melenric, Karen Wicks, Linda Gensiejewski, Duane 

Pancoast, Pat Cargnoni, Vickie Petilli, Alice Rizzo, Stephen 

Vacanti, Charles Callari, June Cotter, Bob Foster, Mary Miller, 

Clare Miller, Margaret Salamone, Lois Ernst, Michael Hebert, 

Stephen Meloni, Ann Amico, Marie Greenbush, Bob Mona-

ghan, Joe Mecurio. Note:This list of parishioners who are ill appears once a 

month in the bulletin.  Please help keep this list up-to-date by informing the Par-

ish Office at the end of the month if you want your name to be kept. 

From COVID  

to Christ 

     As September approach-

es, we prepare for our plan 

to celebrate the Sunday litur-

gies with the theme of heal-

ing.  

For us, Catholics, we cannot talk about healing without 

Jesus Christ. Because Jesus alone can truly see our wounds 

and suffering, and can heal and make us whole. He already 

has shown us how He does this, through His Paschal Mystery. 

During COVID, in what ways have you -  

�� experienced suffering:                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

�� experienced dying:                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

�� and experienced rising to new life:                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

On or before August 28-29, you may affix your response  

on the cross by the Baptismal font. If you need more space  

for your responses, write down your responses  

on a separate sheet of paper. Thank you. 

Liturgical Ministers for the Weekend of August 28 - 29 

Ministry Saturday 4:30 PM Sunday 8:30 AM Sunday 10:30 AM Sunday 5:00 PM 

Sacristan (1) Patty Hart Nancy Kolb Ena Gill Lei Dalupang 

Lector (1-2) Bob Muto Devin Barrett Cheryl Avery Rob Sokolowski 

Communion Minister (1) Joyce Richards Kathy Barry,  

Ken Reasoner 

Ryan Didas,   

Amanda Didas 

 

Ushers (2) 

 

Pat Bolger,  

Mike Manikowski,  

 Dan Weigert, Mark Weigert,  

Wayne Brotsch, Dennis O’Dea 

 Joe LeMark, Sante DiCarlo, 

John Eilertsen, Gene Petilli 

Phim Dalupang,  

Jack Miller 

If interested in serving as liturgical minister during the weekend Masses, please give the coordinators a call.  

See page 5 for contact info.  

Cantor (1) Adult Choir Adult Choir  Adult Choir Last Chance Choir  

Saturday     Aug 21 - St. Pius X 

4:30pm - Gigi Rizzo by Helen Barnes 

Sunday       Aug 22 - Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30am - Gui Se by Rose Vu 

10:30a - Tano Carbonaro by Camille Carbonaro 

5:00pm - 

Stephenie & Eugene Durski by Stephenie McCor-

mick 

Monday        Aug 23 - St. Rose of Lima     

8:30am - Ronald and Judith Platten by Helen Barnes 

Tuesday        Aug 24 - St. Bartholomew   

8:30am - Jennie Arena by Marc Arena 

Wednesday  Aug 25 - St. Louis 

8:30am 

- 

Sister Maria of the Holy Face and 

 Immaculate Heart, OCD by Helen Barnes 

Thursday     Aug 26 

8:30am 

- 

No Mass 

Friday          Aug 27 - St. Monica 

8:30am - Joe and Deb Mercurio by Helen Barnes 

Saturday      Aug 28 - St. Augustine 

4:30pm - Joseph, Maristella and Claire Song by Ena Gill 

Sunday    Aug 29 - Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:30am - Maria by Rose Vu 

10:30a - Tano Carbonaro by Camille Carbonaro 

5:00pm - Rev. Paul Brennan by Stephenie McCormick 
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Membership & Parish Life�

because Jesus called a community 

Ongoing Christian Formation�

because Jesus taught us his way of life 

Monthly Rosary with the Knights of Columbus  

     Join the knights in praying the Holy Rosary of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary on the 4th Sunday of each month, after the 8:30 

AM Mass. Save the date this month: August 22. Intention: we 

ask the Blessed Virgin Mary to intercede for the intentions of 

the parishioners of St. Patrick's be granted.�

St. Patrick’s Playground! 

St. Patrick’s Church & Preschool, a 

non-profit organization, is planning a 

playground! The playground will 

look similar to the one pictured here 

and will include fencing along with 

poured rubber flooring for extra 

cushion.  We will begin fundraising 

once bishop approval is received. For additional information, 

please contact Donna DeJoode at donna.dejoode@dor.org or 

585-924-2800. 

Visiting Priest  

     Fr. Barthromew Amobi, 

of the Awka Diocesan Mis-

sion, will be celebrating the 

Masses on the weekend of 

August 28-29. Kindly sup-

port his diocesan mission appeal.  

Please call the Parish Office if you can host break-

fast,  lunch or dinner for Father Amobi.  Thank you.  

Vocation Corner 

     Vocation comes from the 

Latin word vocare, which 

means “to call.” Vocation 

points to the reality of the 

God who calls us to Himself. The Bible attests to the God 

who speaks. The Bible is correctly referred to as the Word of 

God. That God calls us presupposes that God created us with 

the capacity to listen to Him and to respond to Him. 

Foster Silence. For the month of August, prayerfully 

develop the habit of fostering silence every day. For teens and 

adults. Begin with fifteen minutes. During these fifteen 

minutes, spend the first half, reading the Gospel for the day. 

And the next half, adopt a silent posture and simply listen to 

what God has to say to you. 

For little children. Parents, begin with three to five 

minutes of silence. Gather them around your prayer corner at 

home. Have them seated. During this time, they may focus on 

their favorite religious image. Or have them rest their head on 

you, while doing this invite them to imagine that they are rest-

ing their head on God’s shoulder or Jesus’ chest. 

In past years, when we brought teens to YPWC in 

Frenchville, PA. Everyday, teens were given an hour of si-

lence. During the hour, they can do whatever they want that 

expresses their desire to be with God: walk in grounds, read 

the Bible or a religious book, spend time in the chapel, etc. By 

the end of the week, it is amazing how many teens wanted to 

continue at home this practice of observing silence. 

May we be intentional in creating silence in our lives, eve-

ry day. In these moments of silence, may we hear more clearly 

the voice of God. In response, may we have the humility and 

courage to respond with, “Here I am, Lord!” 

Let us rebuild the Church by nurturing a culture of voca-

tions!    

 “Feeding the Spiritual Hungers”  

Presented by Rev. Robert Werth. Fr. Werth is a priest 

within the Diocese of Rochester for the last 42 years. He is 

currently serving as Parochial Vicar at Cabrini Rochester. 

He has a Masters in Scriptures and in Social Work and is 

also a Licensed Master Social Worker. Join us on Wednes-

day, September 15, 2021 for Notre Dame Retreat House’s 

Day of Prayer (Notre Dame Retreat House, 5151 Foster 

Rd., Canandaigua, NY 14424)  

Schedule: Conference 9:30am – 12:00pm followed by 

lunch, free time, confessions and day ends with mass at 

2:00pm. There is a $25.00 fee. Please register by calling 

(585) 394-5700 or email ndretreat@rochester.rr.com.  

Adult Formation Resource 

     Pray Like A Saint In this Light-

house Talk, internationally known 

speaker and author Matthew Leon-

ard defines and discusses the three 

traditional stages of prayer. Accord-

ing to Scripture, every one of us is 

called 'to be perfect' and to 'pray without ceasing.' Prayer is 

the path to God, and many of us have been saying prayers all 

our lives. But are we really praying? Matthew lays out the 

practical steps to achieve union with God through deep pray-

er, even in the midst of this busy world.  

MyParish App Analytics 

�� On average, we have between 25 and 30 

unique users per day, and ~180 unique users per 

month. 

�� Top five screen views per month: the Bible 

Readings, the Bulletin, the Messages or Notifications, the 

Sunday Worship Aid, and the Prayers. 

�� Here are the simple steps to download the app: Text 

‘App’ to 88202. Download myParish App. Select “St. Pat-

rick Victor NY.” 

�� If you need help with the parish app, please call the Par-

ish Office at 924-7111 for help.  
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Stewardship�

because Jesus gave us gifts to share 

Social Ministry & Outreach�

because Jesus called us to serve 

Vegetable Garden 

Our vegetable garden produces 

thousand of pounds of produce 

annually, donated to the Victor-

Farmington Food Cupboard. 

Volunteers manage the entire 

process. Now that gardening sea-

son is soon upon us, we are plan-

ning to get the garden in shape next month. If you are inter-

ested in joining us to prep, plant, weed or harvest, please 

email Dan and Karen Lynch at linky49@mac.com  

Formed.org 

1. It is easy and free! Go to Formed.org/register. 

2. Enter access code: 3KRJJK (capitalized). 

3. Enter your email and password (you need these to log in 

later). Enjoy and share the faith. 

 

  Featured Resource 

Formed for Mission.   

Dr. Ben Akers and Taylor 

Kemp sit down for a 

weekly show on evangeli-

zation and mission. 

“Evangelizing is in fact the 

grace and vocation proper 

to the Church, her deepest identity. She exists in order to 

evangelize” (EN, 14). We pray that these discussions may help 

all the faithful be further conformed to Christ and become 

powerful evangelists in the world today. View all episodes 

of FORMED for Mission.  

St. Patricks Church of Victor  

Is now apart of the Amazon Shopping app. 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of 

your eligible purchases to St. Patricks 

Church of Victor. Please start each shop-

ping session at the URL smile.amazon.com 

or with AmazonSmile turned on in the Amazon Shopping 

app. Please feel free to share this with family and friends.  

Thank you for your support. 

Preschool Open Slots! 

St. Patrick’s 2021-2022 Preschool is filling 

up fast! We have a few places left in our 

3s programs and our waitlist for 4/5s is 

very short! Don’t miss out on a stellar PreK education for 

your children! See website for more information and online 

registration. A virtual tour is also available on our website. 

Christian Formation Registration 

     EXTENDED!  Registration for Chris-

tian Formation & Sacrament Prep is now 

open!  Options have changed!  Please review 

programs through the website and register 

online by August 25! Contact Donna DeJoode at 924-2800 x 

1 or donna.dejoode@dor.org with questions. 

Growing Up: A Lifelong Journey for Adults 

Growing Up: A Lifelong Journey is an 8-week pro-

gram designed to help adults discover or redis-

cover who God is, who you are, and what 

God wants to do through you.  This course 

incorporates prayer, scripture reading, weekly 

studies, and outside reading to foster deeper 

relationships between participants and with 

God while developing a better understanding 

of basic leadership principles not addressed in corporate train-

ing.  Please register and pay online.  Contact Donna DeJoode 

with any questions at 924-2800 or donna.dejoode@dor.org. 

Sunday Collection Revenue 

July 2020 - June 2021 

We are grateful for your financial generosity to our parish. 

 Actual Budget Variance 

Regular Envelopes  $   257,640  $    277,000 $        (19,360) 

Loose Plate  $     12,748   $      50,000 $        (37,252)  

Electronic (EFT)  $   222,840   $    207,000  $          15,840 

Holy Days  $       4,791  $       6,000 $          (1,209) 

Christmas  $     14,898  $      14,000               $               898 

Total  $   512,917  $    554,000  $        (41,083) 

Confirmation Preparation 

     Jesus is calling you to a deeper relation-

ship with Him and His Church. Do you want 

to strengthen your faith and enrich your rela-

tionship with your parish community? An 

informational session for teens (grade 8 and 

older) interested in beginning preparation for 

the Sacrament of Confirmation is scheduled on Sunday, Au-

gust 22, 11:45 AM in the Parish Center. This info session is 

for teens, along with their parents, who are discerning this 

sacrament. Contact Elizabeth Johnston via email Eliza-

beth.johnston@dor.org or phone (585) 924-2800 ext. 114 to 

sign-up to attend. Please register online through the website 

for Beginning Confirmation Preparation. 

Feasibility Study on the Church Interior Work 

If you missed sharing with Mr. Troy Simmons your ideas 

and suggestions last weekend, he left a survey form that you 

can use to communicate with him. Hard copies on the Wel-

come Tables, or you may complete the survey online—visit 

our parish website. Complete the survey on or before August 

31, Tuesday. 
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Our Parish Ministries: Serving God and Neighbor 

Call. Ask. Discern. Serve like Jesus. 

I. Liturgy and Sacramental Life 

Altar Linen 

Altar Servers 

Baptism Preparation Team 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

Church Cleaners 

Communion Ministers (EMHC) 

Funeral Liturgy Team 

Lectors 

Liturgy Committee 

Marriage Preparation Team 

Music Ministry (choirs, cantors) 

Sacristans 

Ushers & Greeters 

Visitation Ministry 

 

II. Membership and Parish Life 

Funeral Brunch Team 

Knights of Columbus 

Membership Team 

Parish Life Committee 

 

III. Ongoing Faith Formation 

Adult Faith Formation 

Catechists  

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

Confirmation Coordinator 

Parent-led Catechesis 

Preschool 

RCIA Team 

Youth Ministry 

Women’s Group 

 

 

IV. Social Ministry and Outreach 

Assisi Ministry 

Vegetable Garden 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Prison Ministry 

Social Ministry Committee 

Family Promise of Ontario County 

 

V. Stewardship 

Buildings and Grounds Committee 

Cemetery Manager 

CASE Review Board 

Finance Council 

Parish Gardens 

Parish Magazine 

Pastoral Council 

Money Counters 

Stewardship Committee 

 

Sue Stehling / 924-3409 

Pat Bolger / 857-3201  

Judy & James Miller / 924-8158 

 Beth Lombard / 430-5372 

Lei Dalupang / 224-6091 

Amanda Didas / (508) 981-6668 

Coordinator Needed 

Sandy Brannigan / 645-7904 

Nerina Bellinger / 742-8023   

Gayle & Brian Reh / 924-4804  

 Carl Galland / 924-7111 

Ena Gill / 733-6650  

Dave O’Hare / 924-5816 

Helen Barnes / 298-2247 

 

  

Kelly Mason / 924-3532 

Wayne Brotsch / 924-3855  

Coordinator Needed 

Coordinator Needed 

 

 

Donna DeJoode /924-2800 

Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 

Carolyn Robinson/ 924-2800 

Elizabeth Johnston/ 924-2800 

Donna DeJoode / 924-2800  

Donna DeJoode / 924-2800 

Deacon John Payne / 924-7111  

Elizabeth Johnston / 924-2800 

Coordinator Needed   

 

 

Marcie Hamilton / 924-1528 

Dan & Karen Lynch / 314-5098 

Mary E 742-2949/Mary S 924-7724 

Helen Barnes / 298-2247  

Joan Muto / 924-2501 

Joan Trost / 924-3092 

 

 

Joan Oliphant /  742-3452   

John Butler / 924-7111 

Cathy Fafone / 924-7111 

Richard VanKuren/ 742-2317  

Becky Fountain / 281-8004  

Father Edison / 924-7111 

Paul Then /742-2965  

Marge Gawronski / 398-7802 

Coordinator Needed 

Your Gift of Presence  

Aug. 14 -15 

Sat 4:30: 117 

Sun 8:30: 154 

Sun 10:30: 110 

Sun 5:00: 81 

Your Gift of Treasure  

Aug. 14 - 15 $6,734.52 

       Budgeted, without EFT: $3,980.00 

Second Collection: September 19 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development 

Thank you for your presence and generosity. 

Looking for second collection envelopes?  

Please find them at the entrance tables  

a week before the collection weekend. 

In Gratitude 

�� To the parishioners 

who met with Mr. Troy 

Simmons after the weekend 

Masses. 

�� To Teresa Sheffer and 

Ena Gill for the floral decorations in the Sanctuary for 

the Solemnity of the Assumption. 

�� To our preschool teachers and parishioners who partici-

pated in the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Level I 

Training this past week. 

�� To Eric Averill for the work on the parish gardens. 

�� To Lei Dalupang, France Aguila and Leuel Dalupang for 

cleaning the church. 

Children's Choir  

     Sign up is open for singing 

in the Children's Choir this 

year for 1st through 7th grad-

ers. In the Children’s Choir, 

children learn how to pray, 

sing, and actively participate 

in Mass while making friends. No music background is need-

ed, and our first rehearsal for the year is Sept. 13 from 5:45 to 

6:30 PM in the Music Room. Talk to Mr. Carl, our Director of 

Sacred Music, for more information and to sign up. See you at 

the first rehearsal!  

Saint Cecilia, pray for us! 

The Work Continues… 

     Do continue to pray for 

good weather that the work 

on the exterior of the church 

and the Parish Office may be 

completed. 

     Thank you for your ongo-

ing financial support of our 

parish. 

     Know that we have a Parish Building Fund. This fund is a 

restricted fund, meaning, donations to this fund will solely be 

used for parish building projects. Contact Rich O’Donnell at 

924-7111 if you have questions. Thank you. 



�

 

Parish Office & Preschool Information 

 

Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM  

(lunch time: 12:30 PM - 1 PM) 

Friday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM   

Parish Office Phone: (585) 924-7111 

Parish Office Fax: (585) 742-3296 

Faith Formation & Preschool: (585) 924-2800 

Stay Connected 

�� Parish Website: www.stpatricksvictor.org 

�� Parish Facebook Pages:  

                  St. Patrick’s Church /  

                  Saint Patrick’s Victor Youth Ministry 

�� Parish Youtube Channel:  

                  St Patricks of Victor NY 

�� Parish App: Text ‘App’ to 88202 

Our Parish Staff 

Father Edison Tayag, Pastor������������������������������������������������fr.edison.tayag@dor.org�

Deacon John Payne, Deacon���������������������������������������������      �john.payne@dor.org��

John Butler��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������       john.butler@dor.org�

Cemetery Manager�

Cathy Fafone������������������������������������������������������                    catherine.fafone@dor.org�

Parish Secretary�

Dr. Carl Galland�������                                          carl.galland@dor.org                                     

Director of Sacred Music�

Donna DeJoode� ����  ��������������������������       donna.dejoode@dor.org�

Director of Christian Formation and Preschool��������

Elizabeth Johnston            ��                elizabeth.johnston@dor.org�

Youth Ministry/Confirmation Coordinator                             �

Nancy Kolb������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������nancy.kolb@dor.org�

Christian Formation & Preschool Secretary�

Benny Malijan                                         benny.malijan@dor.org �

Housekeeping�

Rich O’Donnell� �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������richard.odonnell@dor.org�

Finance Director�

Wayne Sweet � ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������   wayne.sweet@dor.org�

Facilities Manager�

Keep your parish staff in your daily prayers.�

Our radical and profound identity in Christ must lead us 

to love like Christ and to love the other as Christ. Seeing this 

wonderful reality first among Christian disciples, it may make 

more sense when it is applied to husbands and wives.  

To be able to do this, may we pray for the grace to expe-

rience the sacrificial love of Christ and for the grace to see 

others as members of the Body of Christ, worthy of our own 

sacrificial love. 

This is a great mystery, 

but I speak in reference to Christ and the church.                                                                    

                                                                              - Ephesians 5:32 

How simple yet how difficult. God has kept it simple for 

us by setting Himself as the example. But because it is of 

God, it is mysterious - it will not make sense according to the 

ways and logic of the world. 

The fifth chapter of the Letter to the Ephesians is worth 

re-reading. It confronts the ways and logic of the world. It 

seeks to deepen our understanding of Christ’s sacrificial love 

for us, His Church. It seeks to deepen our understanding of 

who we are in relation to Christ: Jesus is our head; we are His 

Body, and everything else flows from this. 

                                        - Father Edison 

Let there be light… 

�

Jesus Christ: Our Reference Point  

 

Brothers and sisters: 

So be imitators of God, as beloved children,  

and live in love, as Christ loved us...                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                          - Ephesians 5:1-2 

In the challenging verses to follow, it is good to put them 

in their proper context, by going to the initial verses of chap-

ter 5. As Christian disciples, we cannot be content by simply 

being ourselves. We must become like God, as loved by God, 

as loved by Christ, and as a consequence, to live according to 

our experience of divine love. 

Be subordinate to one another out of reverence for Christ.  

 

Wives should be subordinate to their husbands as to the Lord. 

For the husband is head of his wife 

just as Christ is head of the church, 

he himself the savior of the body.  

As the church is subordinate to Christ, 

so wives should be subordinate to their husbands in everything.                     

                                                                                                              - Ephesians 5:21, 22-24 

To better understand verse 21, we need to refer to Mat-

thew 20:28, “...the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve 

and to give his life as a ransom for many…, ” and John 15:20, “No 

slave is greater than his master,” and Galatians 2:19-20, “I have been 

crucified with Christ; yet I live, no longer I, but Christ lives in me…” 

That Christians can and must place ourselves subordinate to 

one another is made possible by Jesus Himself. He set Him-

self as our example. And His example has to begin from with-

in us - because Jesus lives in us and us in Him. 

In these verses, subordination should be understood 

within its given context, love! First, the love of God, and sec-

ondly, the love of Christians for one another, as we imitate 

the love of God. 

If and when we accept our subordination to one another, 

it would be easier to understand and accept the subordination 

of wives to their husbands, of course, within the context of 

marriage. 

Husbands, love your wives, 

even as Christ loved the church 

and handed himself over for her to sanctify her, 

cleansing her by the bath of water with the word, 

that he might present to himself the church in splendor, 

without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, 

that she might be holy and without blemish.  

So also husbands should love their wives as their own bodies.  

He who loves his wife loves himself.  

For no one hates his own flesh 

but rather nourishes and cherishes it,  

even as Christ does the church, 

because we are members of his body. 

    For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother 

    and be joined to his wife, 

    and the two shall become one flesh. 

                                             - Ephesians 5:25-31 

What is the goal of subordination out of love for Christ? 

Holiness! What is the goal of loving with the sacrificial love of 

Christ for the Church? Holiness! 
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