SUNDAY, FEB. 28, 2021

CELEBRATING 125 YEARS: 1896-2021

St. Mary of Mount Carmel
Blessed Sacrament Parish
ABOUT THE PARISH

Address: 648 Jay St., Utica, NY 13501.
Telephone: 315-735-1482; fax: 315-735-9806.
Office hours: Masks must be worn.
• 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Thursday.
• Closed on Friday and national holidays.
Faith Formation and Scalabrini Center: 315-7243950.
Email: stmaryutica@syrdio.org
Hearing impaired: Listening devices available in the
sacristy.

MASS SCHEDULES

Weekend
Saturday: 4:30 p.m.
Sunday: 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Weekday
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 8:30 a.m.
Rosary for the Unborn and Divine Mercy Chaplet:
Thursday after Mass.
Holy Days
Consult the bulletin and website.

Mount Carmel Players rehearse for “Shadows in the Night” in June 1948.

RECONCILIATION

Saturday: 3:45 p.m.

MARRIAGE

Make arrangements six months in advance.

BAPTISM

Call the parish office to arrange. New parents are
encouraged to attend the parent class before the
birth of your child.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS Interior of the church in 1927.

Adults or children, 7 or older who have never been
baptized or confirmed or received the Eucharist,
are invited to call the parish office for information.

NEW PARISHIONERS

Welcome to our parish family. We invite you to become an active participant of our parish community.
Please be sure to register by calling the parish office.

PARISH STAFF

Pastor: Rev. Jim Cesta
In Residence: Rev. Luis Olguin
Coordinator of Faith Formation K-6: Terri PiazzaPanuccio
Coordinator of Faith Formation 7-10: Anne CarloneElacqua
Maintenance: Patrick Zasa
Music director: Peter Elacqua
Website manager, bulletin, publicity: Fran Perritano

Nursery school Halloween party in 1944.

www.mountcarmelblessedsacrament.com and www.facebook.com/mountcarmelblessedsacrament
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FATHER JIM’S WISE & OTHERWISE

Experience an intimate relationship with Christ
Lent began almost two millennia ago
as a preparation for Easter.
Christians believed that they shared
in Christ’s Resurrection through baptism, and so they chose the Vigil of
Easter to baptize their new converts.
They prepared the neophytes over
many months, but the preparation became intense in the weeks before Easter. Thus, Lent became a community
retreat. Converts prepared for baptism;
baptized Christians recalled their own
baptismal experience. Through baptism, we share Christ’s divine life.
It may help to understand this if we
recall that human life essentially is relational. We are who we are because
of our relationship to our grandparents

NEXT WEEKEND’S SCHEDULES
Lectors
Eucharistic
SATURDAY, MARCH 6
ministers
4:30 p.m. Mass

Terri Panuccio and Maria Kozak
(POF)
SUNDAY, MARCH 7
8 a.m. Mass
David Struz and Karen Elacqua
(POF)
10:30 a.m. Mass
Fran Perritano and Carla Percia
(POF)

SATURDAY MARCH 6
4:30 p.m. Mass
Jean Lippincott, Anthony
Palumbo and Anthony Felitto
SUNDAY, MARCH 7
8 a.m. Mass
Bob Cimbalo, John Reale Sr.
and David Inserra.
10:30 a.m.
John Reale Jr., La Aung
and Ta Eh

2020 contributions for taxes

If you would like to receive a copy of your 2020 contributions for your taxes, please submit the following
form to the parish office.
NAME: _____________________________________
ADDRESS: __________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
PHONE: ____________________________________
ENVELOPE NUMBER: _________________________

“

Whatever you do
to the least of my
brothers and sisters,
you do to me.”

and parents, our siblings, children and
grandchildren.
We know that God’s life, too, essentially is relational — the intimate relationship of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Baptism introduces us into the divine
community by giving us a new, incredibly intimate relationship to the Son of
God. How close?
Listen to the words of Christ: “Whatever you do to the least of my brothers
and sisters, you do to me.”

PARISH WEBSITE
Visit www.mountcarmelblessedsacrament.com for the latest parish
news and announcements. There’s even a mobile version for your
smart phone. Here’s some of what you’ll find on the site:
• Wedding Planning Guide.
• Mass schedules
• Funeral Service Planning
• Parish news
Guide.
• Ministries
• Weekly prayers, reflections,
• Event calendar
photos, videos and more to
• Weekly reflection on Sunenrich your faith.
day’s readings
• Photo galleries
• “More Good News” maga• Bulletin
zine
• Father Jim’s “Wise and Oth• Links to our social media
erwise”
sites such as Facebook, Twitter,
• History of the parish
• Lector, minister schedules
Instagram and YouTube.

SEND US YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS
Mount Carmel / Blessed Sacrament Parish has compiled a database
of email addresses that is being used to contact parishioners in case
of emergencies, important schedule changes or other pertinent information. We ask all parishioners to submit their email address to
Fran Perritano at fperritano@syrdio.org using the subject line PARISH EMAIL. You also can include a phone number, if you wish.

YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT
Collection for Feb. 20-21: $4,736

If you’re unable to attend Mass, you still can make your
donation by mailing it to: Mount
Carmel / Blessed Sacrament Parish, 648 Jay St., Utica, NY 13502.
You also can contribute online on
our website. Look for the DONATE button in the right
column.
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Growing congregation leads to major church expansion

Fifth in a weekly series on the beginning
and growth of our parish.
Bishop Grimes, who came to Mount Carmel to administer the Sacrament of Confirmation, noticed the tremendous crowd in
church.
He suggested to Father John Marchegiani
and his assistant, Father Nazareno Gambini,
the idea of enlarging the church to accommodate the growing congregation.
The bishop’s idea, which first seemed a
challenge, soon became a reality. The church
basement was lowered and a stage for dramatic presentations was constructed. The
convent was enlarged to accommodate the
growing number of nuns who were teaching
at the school. Two naves were added to the

125
OUR HISTORY

main church, thus accommodating the growing number of parishioners.
This, however, only was part of the plan.
By 1928, the school had been renovated and
a new gymnasium was opened and, by 1931,
the sanctuary was enriched with beautiful altar railings and marble floors.
During Father Marchegiani’s pastorate,
Mount Carmel made tremendous progress.
Societies were organized, religious vocations
flourished and many buildings were enlarged
or remodeled.

In October 1933, after 13 years of serving
as pastor of Mount Carmel, Father Marchegiani was nominated provincial superior of
the Eastern Province of the Scalabrini Fathers and assumed his new position in New
York City. He left the United States in 1938
to serve as rector of the Shrine Piedigrotta in
Naples, Italy.
Father Marchegiani died in his hometown
of Gubbio, Perugia, on Oct. 1, 1966.
In June 1934, a young energetic priest,
Father William Pizzoglio, arrived at Mount
Carmel to assume his pastorate. Under his
guidance, the good works so well initiated by
Father Marchegiani continued to flourish.
Next week: Father Pizzoglio a major force

PARISH NEWS
Lent at Home for busy
Catholic families

Given the challenges facing today’s families,
now is the perfect time and home is the perfect place to experience Lent. After all, home is
where we rush and rest, we hope and worry, we
love and forgive.
It is home where we most often experience
day-to-day salvation. Lenten experiences can
take place in nearly every room of the house.
Here are some ideas to try to enrich your celebration of Lent at home:

Lenten mealtime

Designate one evening a week to prepare a
meal together. Assign a different dish or task to
each family member. Before starting, discuss
how each family member is giving to the others — giving time, effort and care to nourish
the entire family to go out and do God’s will.
Begin with a prayer of thanks and petition.

Scripture readings

Prominently display the Bible and other
books that feature topics such as Lent, forgiveness, prayer, scripture, generosity, social justice
and service for others. Invite family members
to choose passages and discuss what you read.

Kindness and sharing

On slips of paper, write random acts of kindness, such as giving a compliment, saying hi to
an old friend, carrying someone’s heavy load.
Present each family member with a slip of paper as he or she leaves in the morning. Invite
each to perform the kindness without seeking
recognition. Afterward, talk together about
what happened. Pray with one another that
your kindnesses will be passed on throughout
Lent and beyond.

More things to do online

Visit www.mountcarmelblessedsacrament.com for more creative and instructive things to do during Lent:
• Stations of the Cross.
• Don’t give up chocolate. Try these 25
things instead.
• One simple activity a day for the 40
days of Lent.
• Tyler Perry’s “The Passion,” suitable
for families.
• Best Lent Ever daily email link.

Giving to charities

Ask each family member to find three to five
high-quality, useful items that would be appreciated by those who are less fortunate. Donate
the items to a favorite charity. Pray together for
those who will receive them.

Fasting and abstinence

Since biblical times, fasting and abstinence
have been considered appropriate expressions
of repentance for sin. Fasting and abstaining
from meat reminds us of our reliance on God,
who is the source of all abundance and nourishment. As Catholics, we are encouraged to
fast voluntarily and occasionally throughout
the year to practice self-denial, to lead a life
of moderation that deepens our compassion
for people who are in need, and to develop a
deeper hunger and thirst for God.

Stations of the Cross

Father Jim will host the Stations of the Cross
at 12:15 p.m. every Friday during Lent. If you
attend, you must sign in.

Livestream Mass
coming soon; we
need people to help

We almost are ready to livestream 4:30
p.m. Mass on Saturdays. You soon can
watch it on our YouTube channel or visit our
website at www.mountcarmelblessedsacrament.com.
We attempted it for the first time last
weekend, but we had some technical problems. We will test it a couple of more times
and let you know when it’s ready. In the
meantime, we will post recorded Mass on
the website.
We are looking for people who are technically inclined and willing to help livestream
this Mass on occasion. If that’s you, contact
Anne Elacqua at 315-941-7447.

How to submit
bulletin items

Do you have an announcement or
item you want published in the bulletin? If so, please submit the item
via email to fperritano@syrdio.org
two weeks before publication. Include your name, phone number
and dates of publication.
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PRAYER REMEMBRANCES
LIVING

• Children and Grandchildren—mom
DECEASED
• Kathleen Arcuri—Gabe and Denise Timpano and family
• Paul Arlein, PhD—Lori Caruso, MD
• George Joseph Borababy—Five Timpano
Brothers
• Marie Pugliese Capra—Mary T. Cimino
Mercurio
• Pasquale, Mary and Tasha Cardinale—
Ray Cardinale
• George Carzo—Wade and Jennifer
Karam
• Ralph Centolella—Rosemarie Chiffy
• Ralph Centolella—Julia and Anthony
Elacqua
• Ralph Centolella—Mt. Carmel Society
• Angeline and Angelo Cerminaro—family
• Bob Ciancaglini—Fay and family
• Ann Cimino Cucinotta—daughter Mary
Teresa and family
• Mary Dangler—Rosanne George
• Patricia M. Dennison—Scaccia and Brennan family
• Frances Pugliese Eramo—Mary Teresa,
Francis and Kellyann Mercurio
• Norton Esposito—Bee
• Mrs. Carmen M. Gambacorta—Bette
Coria
• Rose Gamello—Mary Ann Giruzzi
• Rose Gamello—Gabe and Denise Timpano and family
• Carmella Graziadei Grande—Rocco and
Lisa Grande and family
• Pasquale and Roma Inserra—Joe and
Barbara Inserra
• Raymond LaBarbera—Joe and Marilyn
LaBarbara
• Marie Meays—Beverly Franz
• Ida and Josephine Manze—David Struz
• Ida M. and Josephine D. Manze and family—will
• Manze and Motto Families—will
• Frank Mazza—wife Josephine
• Mary T. Perreault—sister Amelia

Prayer
Remembrance policy

Prayer Remembrances must be submitted two weeks in advance of the desired publication date. Those received
this weekend will reach the parish office
in time to be placed in the bulletin two
weeks from now. You must use ONE envelope for each Mass intention. To ensure that all your intentions are listed as
requested, please do not write multiple
intentions on ONE envelope as oftentimes names are inadvertently omitted. If you have a prayer intention that
you would like parishioners to pray for,
please call Pattie Franco at 733-4210.
She, along with members of our prayer
line, will be glad to pray for you.
• Marco and Palma Piccolino—children
and grandchildren
• Ronald Rich—Rocco and Lisa Grande and
family
• Ronald “Ronnie” Rich—Carmen and
Carla Marsala
• Ronald “Ronnie” Rich—Terry and John
Reale
• Angelo Scaccia—Wade and Jennifer
Karam
• Sandra Sgroi—St. Ann Society
• Sandra Sgroi—Mt. Carmel Society
• John Spiridigliozzi—Lisa and Teresa
Spiridigliozzi
• Stan and Mary Struz—family
• Gerald Suppa—Aunt Vicki

Memorials

• The sanctuary lamps for this week are
lit in memory of Tom DeCrescenzo Jr. by
Trozzi family

Baptisms

• Cecilia Rose Carretero and Nico
Giovanni Maggio.

Funerals

• Mary Sardelli, Rosalie M. Pasquale,
Anthony J. Marino and Kathleen A.
Arcuri.
• Peter Suppa—Vicki
• Dominick Thomas Testa—Terry and John
Reale
• Anthony R. and Erminia M. Trino—
daughter Edye
• Joseph Vaccarelli—David Vaccarelli
• Raffaele “Ralph” Ventura—Norman Peek
• Josephine Longo Vescera—Bette Coria
• Matthew Vescera—Bette Coria
• Maria Sorce Vullo—Rocco and Lisa
Grande and family
• Alphonse “Al” DeSantis—Rosemarie
Chiffy, Bette Coria, Beverly Franz, Mary T.
Cimino Mercurio, Theresa Suppa, St. Ann
Society and Mt. Carmel Society
• Kathleen Timpano—Ted Camesano,
Rosemarie Chiffy, Regina George, Rosanne
George, Wade and Jennifer Karam, Terri
and Nick Panuccio, Victoria Perritano,
Fiorinda Grandinetta Wilson, St. Ann Society, Mt. Carmel Society and the parish

Funeral service and wedding planning guides online to help you
Funerals

To help families who are grieving the loss of
a loved one, or to guide couples who are planning weddings this year, our parish website at
www.mountcarmelblessedsacrament.com offers funeral and wedding planning guides.

Weddings

Wedding music can also be selected with the
help of our wedding planning guide found on the
parish website at www.mountcarmelblessedsacrament.com under WEDDING PLANNING.
Brides and grooms should contact Anne
Elacqua (315-941-7447) to coordinate and

plan music for their weddings. Questions about
readings, readers, candle ceremony and the organization of the opening processions or any
other matters dealing with the wedding ceremony will be coordinated though our marriage
team headed by Mario and Carmelann Scalzo
(315-381-3132).

In an effort to ease the burden of grieving
families, the selection of scripture readings,
readers, people who place the pall (burial
cloth), eulogy directions and choice of eulogists also will be coordinated directly with the
church through Peter Elacqua (315-542-9185)
or Anne Elacqua (315-941-7447). A guide for
music selections and a guide for funeral reading
selections can be found on the parish website at
www.mountcarmelblessedsacrament.com under FUNERAL SERVICE PLANNING.
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THIS WEEK’S MEDITATION, INTENTIONS
Lenten Covenant Prayer

God of Covenant Love within all creation;
God of Relational Love between
Abraham and Isaac; God of Unconditional
Love through Jesus and in me;
once again, you call me to climb
this Lenten mountaintop
where I can give up my
dearest possessions, deny all that I hold
dear, abandon the burdens I carry,
so that I may behold my Your abundant
glory within and around me — my ultimate
joy, the whole meaning of my life,
the ever-new discovery that I am
divinely created and that You delight so
very deeply in me. God of Giving and Constant Revealing, it is so good for me
to be here, following your voice and direction stirring within as I silently
accept the deep blessedness of my life
and willingly walk in the beauty and grace
of your sacred creation
beholding all that I am and all that you call
me to be. Amen.

“The Transfiguration,” Raphael 1520

Prayer of the Faithful
Response: Lord, hear your people’s prayer.
• Enlighten the church. Open our hearts
and minds to know your truth to find direction during these times of division and pandemic, and to rediscover holiness within us
and within all creation.
We ask: Lord, hear your people’s prayer.
• Soften the hearts of every national lead-

er that they may work together to confront
the devastation that faces all people and to
share a common morality that respects the
dignity of every person.
We ask: Lord, hear your people’s prayer.
• Liberate us to feel your constant presence in our struggles as well as our joys.
May we follow your direction and deny ourselves and our egos, that we may know the
joy of our blessedness.
We ask: Lord, hear your people’s prayer.
• Lead us to find ways to end the suffering
of those who struggle with hunger, disease
and addiction. Help us to find ways to end
violence, war, terrorism, injustice and aggression.
We ask: Lord, hear your people’s prayer.
• For peace in our lives. May all who are
sick, dying or grieving know your loving
presence. We pray for our own personal
needs and for the needs of others we hold
in silence …
We ask: Lord, hear your people’s prayer

Open for Order Pick Ups Only

Call to Order 315-896-2173

• Handmade, Always Fresh Never Frozen;
Italian Cookies, “Pusties” And More!
• Our Handmade Pasta, Jarred Sauces & Ready To Cook Meals!
• A Variety of Local Products Too!
Christopher Giruzzi & Family

Dino’s Sausage & Meat Co., Inc.
F abricators • P rocessors

Federal Approved Plant
Wholesale Retail Sales - Public Welcome - Refrigerated Delivery Service

732-5798 • 732-2661
722 Catherine Street • Utica, NY 13501

LICHTMAN’S
WINE AND LIQUOR STORE, INC.

NORTH UTICA SHOPPING CENTER

(315) 732-6149
(315) 732-6199

Utica, New York 13502

Clinton, NY

315-853-6151

www.clintontractor.net

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Open 9 A.M. – 9 P.M.
Mon. – Sat.
Sunday 12 P.M. -5 P.M.
(315) 732–8915

St. Mary of Mt. Carmel, Utica, NY

06-0182

315-724-4469

Service by
people
you know
and trust

www.adreanfuneralservices.com

Charles J. Adrean,
Owner/Funeral Director

Precision Collision

Full Collision Repair

Complete Mechanical &
Suspension Repair
Engine Diagnostics
John Ollerenshaw - Owner
902 Third Ave., Utica, New York 13501
Tel: (315) 732-2597

Mt. Carmel Apartments
Now accepting applications
forsubsidized housing.
Must be 62 or older

Anthony Matt
Owner/Director
700 Rutger Street, Utica, NY 13501
(315) 724-0218
MattFuneralHome.com

Mt. Carmel Apartments
659 Catherine St., Utica, NY 13501

(315) 797–1050

Avico Distributing Inc.

THIS SPACE IS

Open to the Public ~ Serving Centrail NY Since 1928
729 Broad St., Utica • 724-8249 • Home of Utica Grind!

Save! Visit Our Broad Street Cash & Carry Outlet!

SCAMPONE
REAL ESTATE
THE DIFFERENCE
YOU DESERVE

Parkway Drugs
FREE DELIVERY TO YOUR DOOR
“Try Us, You’ll Like Us”

932 South Street

485 French Road - 315-792-4669
Corner of Hammond Ave.,
1256 Albany St. - 315-735-3525
Utica, NY 13501
350 Leland Avenue - (Big Lots Plaza)
Tel. 724-6714
315-624-9988 • Parkwaydrugs.com www.EannaceFuneralHome.com

315-797-7100, Office

315-794-9096, Cell

315-733-9796, Residence

CAROL SCAMPONE, BROKER/OWNER

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today!
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630

I n s e r r a ’s

FLOORING OUTLET
T he

BIG Store!

Route 49 Plaza • River Road, Marcy

BEST MEATS
IN TOWN
Order Online
For Curbside
Pick-Up
Visit Facebook or

www.chanatrys.com/curbside-pickup

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

768-0222

BUY LOCAL

315-724 -4107

www.chanatrys.com

St. Mary of Mt. Carmel, Utica, NY

06-0182

