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As we enjoy the spirit and melody 
of this Eastertime and the sound of 
Alleluia, we also know it is not easy 
to follow the Risen Lord in our daily 
lives. 

Even though we journey in faith 
under the banner of the cross and the 
victory of Resurrection, it isn’t easy 
— is it?

A young man is unwilling to for-
give his father for years of neglect 
and bitter feelings. 

A widow cannot forgive herself for 
the torment she caused to her daugh-
ter. 

A middle-aged man blames God for 
the loss of his business and the break-
up of his family, though he knows in 

his heart the true cause of it all.
Despite setbacks and things that 

frustrate us in life, we still sign our 
bodies with the mark of salvation — 
the sign of the cross — over and over 
again. 

Even when we are walking in the 
pastures of anger or the meadows of 
jealousy, the sign of the cross is a sign 
of the hope that tells us we live with-
in the embrace of the Blessed Trinity, 
with a hope for the Risen Life, and 
our bodies and lives are part of the 
larger body of Christ the Church on 
Earth, the assembly of the baptized.

Make the sign of the cross over 
your very body, your life.

•	 Wedding	Planning	Guide.
•	 Funeral	Service	Planning	
Guide.
•	 Weekly	prayers,	reflections,	
photos,	videos	and	more	to	
enrich	your	faith.	
•	 Photo	galleries
•	 Bulletin
•	 Father	Jim’s	“Wise	and	Oth-
erwise”
•	 History	of	the	parish
•	 Lector,	minister	schedules

•	 Mass	schedules
•	 Parish	news
•	 Ministries
•	 Event	calendar
•	 Weekly	reflection	on	Sun-
day’s	readings
•	 “More	Good	News”	maga-
zine
•	 Links	to	our	social	media	
sites	such	as	Facebook,	Twitter,	
Instagram	and	YouTube.
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FATHER JIM’S WISE & OTHERWISE

Sign of cross makes it easier to follow Risen Lord

Lectors
SATURDAY, APRIL 10

4:30 p.m. Mass
Mary	Martin	and	Karen		
McBride	(POF)

SUNDAY, APRIL 11
8 a.m. Mass

Leigh	D’Agostino	and	Terry	
Reale	(POF)

10:30 a.m. Mass
Scott	Bolen	and	Susan		
Martelotto	(POF)	

Eucharistic  
ministers

SATURDAY APRIL 10
4:30 p.m. Mass

Vicki	Perritano,	Bonnie	Gardiner	
and	Vito	Valenzi

SUNDAY, APRIL 11
8 a.m. Mass

John	Reale	Sr.,	Bob	Cimbalo
and	David	Inserra	

10:30 a.m.
John	Reale	Jr.,	Ta	Eh		
and	La	Aung

NEXT WEEKEND’S SCHEDULES
Visit	www.mountcarmelblessedsacrament.com	for	the	latest	parish	
news	and	announcements.	There’s	even	a	mobile	version	for	your	
smart	phone.	Here’s	some	of	what	you’ll	find	on	the	site:

PARISH WEBSITE

If	you’re	unable	to	attend	Mass,	you	still	can	make	your	
donation	 by	mailing	 it	 to:	Mount	
Carmel	 /	 Blessed	 Sacrament	 Par-
ish,	 648	 Jay	 St.,	 Utica,	 NY	 13502.	
You	also	can	contribute	online	on	
our	website.	Look	for	the	DONATE	button	in	the	right	
column.

YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT
Collection for March 27-28 $7,726

SEND US YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS
Mount	Carmel	/	Blessed	Sacrament	Parish	has	compiled	a	database	
of	email	addresses	that	is	being	used	to	contact	parishioners	in	case	
of	emergencies,	important	schedule	changes	or	other	pertinent	in-
formation.	We	ask	all	parishioners	to	submit	their	email	address	to	
Fran	Perritano	at	fperritano@syrdio.org	using	the	subject	line	PAR-
ISH	EMAIL.	You	also	can	include	a	phone	number,	if	you	wish.



ST.	MARY	OF	MOUNT	CARMEL	/	BLESSED	SACRAMENT	PARISH,	UTICA,	NY 3

PARISH NEWS

Tenth in a weekly series on the beginning 
and growth of our parish.

And so it came to pass that the grandson 
of an immigrant family and a novice who 
studied with the Scalabrinians for 13 years 
returned to his home parish as the 10th pastor 
of Mount Carmel — the Rev. Joseph Salerno. 

As a youngster, Father Joe was a commu-
nicant of Mount Carmel, active in its youth 
societies and in later years with the parish 
education program. 

He was Mount Carmel’s first pastor to be 
assigned, with no assistants, to serve Mount 
Carmel. From the inception of his pastor-
ate, Father Joe’s charismatic personality and 
youth was instrumental in the growth of the 
parish. He set forth a vision of collaborative 

ministry among neighboring parishes and did 
much to bring about a spirit of ecumenism 
throughout the parish. 

Another challenge faced Father Joe’s new 
assignment. The parish soon would be cel-
ebrating its 100th anniversary, and such an 
event would require much work and planning.

Father Joe sought a long-range plan for 
much-needed renovations that included a re-
modeled choir loft, a more suitable worship 
space in the sanctuary, air conditioning, new 
electrical wiring and new front steps. 

He also was actively seeking construc-
tion of apartments for the elderly on church 
property on Catherine Street. His efforts were 
rewarded, and on May 15, 1995, the Mount 
Carmel Apartment Complex was blessed and 
dedicated by Bishop Joseph O’Keefe. 

In December 1995, Father Joe announced 
that Mount Carmel’s 100th anniversary year 
would be celebrated beginning with the Feast 
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel on July 16, 
1996, and would culminate on Our Lady’s 
feast day in 1997.  

In September 2002, Father Joe left Mount 
Carmel to become pastor of the Church of 
Our Lady of Lourdes in Utica.

Next week: Final part of this series

Father Joe provides youthful leadership, excitement

125OUR HISTORY

Laurie and Joe Siniscarco received the 2020 
Diocese of Syracuse Immaculata Award during 
the 10:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday, March 21.

It was presented to them by Father Jim. The 
award usually is given out at the Cathedral of 
the Immaculate Conception in Syracuse, but 
the event did not take place last year due to 
COVID.

Laurie and Joe have been parishioners all 
their lives, even attending Mount Carmel 
School. They volunteer in many activities in 
the parish, including the Parish Festival and 
other events.

The Immaculata was established by Bishop 
Emeritus Robert J. Cunningham to honor lay 
men and women throughout the diocese for 
their faithful service to Christ and his church, 
particularly to our parish community.

The men and women who receive this award 
believe all that God has revealed to us in scrip-
ture and tradition. They celebrate God’s love 
and salvation in the sacraments. They live the 
teachings of Christ and his church, and they 
ground the relationship with the Lord in prayer. 
All of this is what leads the to serve charitably 
in the name of Jesus.

2020 Immaculata Award presented to Laurie  
and Joe Siniscarco for their service to the parish

Father Jim presents Joe and Laurie Siniscaro with the 2020 Immaculata Award.

Memorials
•	The	altar	candles	for	are	lit	 in	memory	
of	Rocco and Alice Gerace	 by	 daughter	
Joanne;	Rose Antonelli Tomaino	by	god-
daughter	Dolores.
•	The	altar	bread	 for	April	 has	been	do-
nated	 in	 memory	 of	 Rocco Commisso	
by	wife	Carmela,	children	and	grandchil-
dren.
•	The	sanctuary	 lamps	 for	 this	week	are	
lit	in	memory	of	Michael Bello	by	Geral-
dine	and	family;	Lofaro and Bello	families	
by	Geraldine	 and	 family;	 Joseph Teti	 by	
wife	Mary	and	family.
•	The	gospel	light	for	this	week	has	been	
lit	in	memory	of	Mary Caruso	by	brother	
Ricky.
•	The	 St.	Marianne	 Cope	 candle	 is	 lit	 in	
memory	 of	Nicola and Gaetana (Corio) 
Coria	by	family.
•	The	St.	 Joseph	candle	 is	 lit	 in	memory	
of	Joseph	and	Magdalen Suppa	by	Rose-
marie.	
•	The	 paschal	 candle	 has	 been	 donated	
in	memory	of	 the	Trinco, Beasman and 
Basile families.

Funerals
•		Joseph Catera and John B. Nicotera.

The Third Option presents “The Great Secret 
of Happily Married Couples,” a new series on 
marriage. 

The meeting will take place online from 7:15 
to 9 p.m. Sunday, April 11. It is sponsored 

by The Third Option. a program to build better 
marriages. Contact Stephanie Stewart for in-
formation or to join the meeting at sstewart@
syrdio.org or (315) 472-6728. This is a Hope 
Appeal-funded program. 

‘The Great Secret of Happily Married Couples’
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Easter Resurrection Prayer
As night surrenders to day,  

and winter to spring, 
as the boulders of pandemic  

seem to roll slowly away, 
as hope is rekindled in Easter fire, 

as I am refreshed in waters of faith, 
as new life appears through frozen ground, 
as daylight lengthens and birds come home, 

as warmth welcomes me  
back to the gentle breeze, 

I emerge slowly from so many  
empty tombs. 

Fill me, O Lord, with the joy of Easter, 
the embrace of new life,  

the promise of resurrection. 
Help me to run again as quickly as I can 

to proclaim you with steadfast faith 
like the women of early Easter morning 

who never lost hope  
in your continual presence.  

Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
Response: Risen Lord, receive our prayer.
•	 We	pray	for	the	church.	May	we	be	radi-
ant	with	the	light	of	Christ,	confident	in	our	

faith	and	filled	with	 resurrection	hope	and	
joy.

We ask: Risen Lord, receive our prayer.

•	 For	renewed	vision	of	who	we	are	within	
the	 church	and	within	 the	world.	May	 this	
pandemic	unite	us	and	help	us	to	understand	
humanity	in	deeper,	more	gentle	ways.	May	
we	respond	more	fully	to	the	needs	of	those	
who	live	in	despair	and	without	hope	—	the	
poor,	the	hungry,	the	displaced,	the	abused	
and	the	forgotten.

We ask: Risen Lord, receive our prayer.
•	 For	an	end	to	prejudice,	war	and	violence.	
May	this	pandemic	teach	us	to	respect	the	
value	of	 all	 human	 life.	May	we	may	grow	
in	reverence	for	every	person	of	every	race	
and	culture.

We ask: Risen Lord, receive our prayer.
•	 May	this	Easter	call	us	to	begin	a	new	era	
in	our	world	where	Truth	 can	 show	us	 the	
way	to	peace.

We ask: Risen Lord, receive our prayer.
•	 For	the	needs	we	hold	in	our	hearts	—	
for	our	beloved	sick,	dying	and	grieving.	For	
those	who	have	died	whose	memories	we	
cherish.	For	loved	ones	who	we	are	sepa-
rated	from	today.	For	the	needs	we	hold	
in	our	hearts	and	the	needs	of	our	families	
and	friends	…

We ask: Risen Lord, receive our prayer.
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THIS WEEK’S MEDITATION, INTENTIONS

“The Resurrection” (Mattias Grunewald, 1512)
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Dino’s sausage & Meat Co., inC.
FabriCators • ProCessors

Federal Approved Plant
Wholesale  Retail Sales - Public Welcome - Refrigerated Delivery Service

732-5798 • 732-2661
722 Catherine Street • Utica, NY 13501

(315) 732-6149
(315) 732-6199

Clinton, NY
315-853-6151

www.clintontractor.net

Open for Order Pick Ups Only
Call to Order 315-896-2173
• Handmade, Always Fresh Never Frozen; 

Italian Cookies, “Pusties” And More! 
• Our Handmade Pasta, Jarred Sauces & Ready To Cook Meals!

• A Variety of  Local Products Too!
  Christopher Giruzzi & Family

LICHTMAN’S
WINE AND LIQUOR STORE, INC.

NORTH UTICA SHOPPING CENTER
Utica, New York 13502

Open 9 A.M. – 9 P.M.
Mon. – Sat.

Sunday 12 P.M. -5 P.M.
(315) 732–8915
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Precision Collision
  Full Collision Repair

Complete Mechanical & 
Suspension Repair
Engine Diagnostics

John Ollerenshaw - Owner
902 Third Ave., Utica, New York 13501 

 Tel: (315) 732-2597

SCAMPONE
REAL ESTATE
THE DIFFERENCE

YOU DESERVE

315-797-7100, Office
315-794-9096, Cell       315-733-9796,  Residence

CAROL SCAMPONE, BROKER/OWNER

932 South Street
Corner of Hammond Ave., 

Utica, NY 13501
Tel. 724-6714

www.EannaceFuneralHome.com

In s e r r a’s
FLOORING OUTLET

Route 49 Plaza • River Road, Marcy

768-0222

The The BIGBIG Store! Store!

315-724-4469 
www.adreanfuneralservices.com

Charles J. Adrean, 
Owner/Funeral Director

Service by 
people 

you know 
and trust

Anthony Matt
Owner/Director

700 Rutger Street, Utica, NY 13501
(315) 724-0218

MattFuneralHome.com

Avico Distributing Inc.
Open to the Public ~ Serving Centrail NY Since 1928

729 Broad St., Utica • 724-8249  • Home of Utica Grind!
  Visit Our Broad Street Cash & Carry Outlet!Save!

FREE DELIVERY TO YOUR DOOR
“Try Us, You’ll Like Us”

485 French Road - 315-792-4669   
1256 Albany St. - 315-735-3525

350 Leland Avenue - (Big Lots Plaza)
315-624-9988 • Parkwaydrugs.com

Parkway Drugs

Mt. Carmel Apartments
Now accepting applications 

forsubsidized housing.
Must be 62 or older

Mt. Carmel Apartments
659 Catherine St., Utica, NY 13501

(315) 797–1050

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 

Please support our advertisers and mention 
you saw their ad here.


