
SUNDAY, AUG. 8, 2021

St. Mary of Mount Carmel 
Blessed Sacrament Parish

www.mountcarmelblessedsacrament.com and www.facebook.com/mountcarmelblessedsacrament

CELEBRATING 125 YEARS: 1896-2021

ABOUT THE PARISH
Address: 648 Jay St., Utica, NY 13501.
Telephone: 315-735-1482; fax: 315-735-9806. 
Office hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday. Closed on Friday and national holidays. 
Faith Formation and Scalabrini Center: 315-724-
3950.
Email: stmaryutica@syrdio.org
Hearing impaired: Listening devices available in the 
sacristy.

MASS SCHEDULES
Weekend

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. (livestream on parish YouTube)
Sunday: 8 and 10:30 a.m.

Weekday
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 8:30 a.m.
Rosary for the Unborn and Divine Mercy Chaplet:  
Thursday after Mass. 

Holy Days
Consult the bulletin and website.

RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 3:45 p.m. 

MARRIAGE 
Make arrangements six months in advance. 

BAPTISM 
Call the parish office to arrange. New parents are  
encouraged to attend the parent class before the  
birth of your child. 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
Adults or children, 7 or older who have never been  
baptized or confirmed or received the Eucharist,  
are invited to call the parish office for information. 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to our parish family. We invite you to be-
come an active participant of our parish community. 
Please be sure to register by calling the parish office. 

PARISH STAFF  
Pastor: Rev. Jim Cesta 
In Residence: Rev. Luis Olguin 
Trustees: Rocco Arcuri and Bill Thibault
Faith Formation K-6: Terri Piazza-Panuccio 
Faith Formation 7-10: Anne Carlone-Elacqua 
Music director: Peter Elacqua
Buildings and grounds: Fran D’Ambrosio
Website manager, bulletin, publicity: Fran Perritano

Lectors in the mid-1990s.

Parish staff in 1996.

Michael and Debbie Grassi, chairs of the Hope Appeal in 1996.



Our faith is a gift from God. 
Like the wealthy merchant who gave 10 tal-

ents to his servants and left for a long journey, 
however, we will not be praised at the master’s 
return if we did nothing but bury his gifts in the 
ground (Luke 19:12-27). 

None of us are popes or presidents or mega-
stars with millions of social media followers — 
but then neither were any of Jesus’ 12 chosen 
disciples. We, like them, need only possess one 
loaf of faith, one fish of faith, even just one mus-
tard seed of faith. God, in his great love, will 
provide the rest.

As you encounter people in your life who have 
no faith, be loving and patient with them. We are 
all on our own journey, and each of us enters the 
path from a different point on the road. 

The church fathers tell us to meet people 

where they are and guide them from there. Just 
as not all people in church belong to God, there 
are many who belong to God who aren’t in 
church. Accept them, love them, welcome them, 
witness your faith to them.

With a solid faith, God the Father will adopt 
you as his child, God the Son will receive you as 
his own, and God the Holy Spirit will dwell in 
you as his temple. And with that, you can move 
mountains. 

Religious or spiritual? 
Catholics should be both.

Source: Liguori Publications, including 
Spiritual but Not Religious, a 2015 pamphlet 
by Mathew J. Kessler (824975); and “Power 
of Faith,” an article by Joe Baumgarten in the 
March 2021 edition of “Liguorian.”

• Wedding Planning Guide.
• Funeral Service Planning 
Guide.
• Weekly prayers, reflections, 
photos, videos and more to 
enrich your faith. 
• Photo galleries
• Bulletin
• Father Jim’s “Wise and Oth-
erwise”
• History of the parish
• Lector, minister schedules

• Mass schedules
• Parish news
• Ministries
• Event calendar
• Weekly reflection on Sun-
day’s readings
• “More Good News” maga-
zine
• Links to our social media 
sites such as Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram and YouTube.
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FATHER JIM’S WISE & OTHERWISE

Keeping the faith, even with those who don’t

Lectors
SATURDAY, AUG. 14

4:30 p.m. Mass
Salvie Perritano and Dolores 
Chainey (POF)

SUNDAY, AUG. 15
8 a.m. Mass

Barbara Inserra and Melissa 
Leone (POF)

10:30 a.m. Mass
Mary Siniscarco and Fred  
Valentini (POF) 

Eucharistic  
ministers

SATURDAY AUG. 14
4:30 p.m. Mass

Bonnie Gardiner, Vicki Perritano
and Vito Valenzi

SUNDAY, AUG. 15
8 a.m. Mass

Helen Toczala, Bob Cimbalo
and David Inserra

10:30 a.m.
Joanne Gerace, Ta Eh
and Mary Teti

NEXT WEEKEND’S SCHEDULES
Visit www.mountcarmelblessedsacrament.com for the latest parish 
news and announcements. There’s even a mobile version for your 
smart phone. Here’s some of what you’ll find on the site:

PARISH WEBSITE

YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT

If you’re unable to attend Mass, you still can make 
your donation by mailing it to: 
Mount Carmel / Blessed Sacra-
ment Parish, 648 Jay St., Utica, 
NY 13502. You also can contrib-
ute online on our website. Look for the DONATE 
button in the right column.

July 31-Aug. 1: $5,767

Anniversary prayer to Blessed Scalabrini
Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini has a special connec-
tion to our parish. On Sept. 15, 1901, Bishop Scal-
abrini blessed the cornerstone of our new church. 
For nearly 100 years, priests from the Scalabrinian 
order served Mount Carmel Church. He was beati-
fied by St. John Paul II in November 1997. As we 
celebrate our 125th anniversary, the following is a 
prayer for the year.

Blessed John Baptist Scalabrini, you were chosen by Divine  
Providence to become the faithful servant of Christ to the church 

and to your people, the apostle of catechism and the father to the 
migrants. With the wisdom of your faith and strength of your  

courage, guide us in our pilgrimage of life to face the daily  
challenges and difficulties, knowing that in everything  

the providential love of God is at work to bring us all to a new  
fullness of life in Jesus and to live in harmony with one another. 

Listen to our prayer and entrust our petitions to Jesus through the 
intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Extend your protection to 

all who live and work in foreign lands and at sea, to their families at 
home and to all who call on you in their sorrow and distress. Thus 

free from fear and with a joyful heart we may give glory 
to God through Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

SEND US YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS
Mount Carmel / Blessed Sacrament Parish has compiled a database 
of email addresses that is being used to contact parishioners in case 
of emergencies, important schedule changes or other pertinent in-
formation. We ask all parishioners to submit their email address to 
Fran Perritano at fperritano@syrdio.org using the subject line PAR-
ISH EMAIL. You also can include a phone number, if you wish.



Nearly $40,000 has been donated so far in 
our parish’s 125th anniversary appeal.

Over the last 125 years, 
our parish has been cher-
ished as a jewel in East 
Utica. It is a jewel with 
needs to be addressed as 
it continues moving into 
the years ahead. 

As with any Catholic 
parish, there are pro-
grams, upkeep of build-
ings and many other 
expenses that all need at-
tention. 

As a part of this 125th 
anniversary, we ask that 
you might consider a supporting donation of 
$125. Of course, an anniversary donation of 
any amount would be appreciated, and if a 

greater one is within your reach, God bless! 
If you haven’t contributed yet, please pray 

over and consider this op-
portunity to celebrate a 
wonderful and blessed par-
ish church and community 
with a long history and a 
bright future. 

You may donate by plac-
ing your contribution in an 
envelope marked “Anni-
versary donation.” Please 
return it either in the col-
lection basket or by mail-
ing it to the parish office 
at 648 Jay St., Utica, NY 
13501-1398.

Call 315-735-1482 with any questions.
We thank you in advance for anything you 

can give.
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PARISH NEWS

How to submit  
bulletin items

Do you have an announce-
ment or item you want pub-
lished in the bulletin? If so, 
please submit the item via 
email to fperritano@syrdio.
org two weeks before pub-
lication. Include your name, 
phone number and dates of 
publication.

Father Jim has been requesting volunteers to 
become altar servers for several weeks now in 
the bulletin and online.

Unfortunately, no one has responded.
Even if you’re already a server, we need to 

hear from you that you will be returning.
If your child is at least in third grade and has 

received First Communion, we urge you to 
consider signing up him or her to become an 
altar server. Once we get new servers, a train-
ing session will take place.

A two-month schedule is sent via email in ad-
vance so you can plan your weekend.

If you can answer this call, send your child’s 
name, what Mass he or she can serve and your 
email address as soon as possible to Fran Per-
ritano at fperritano@sydio.org.

Please respond to parish’s request for altar servers

Prepare for Christmas 
by ordering 125th 
anniversary ornament
Orders are being accepted for the parish’s 
2021 Christmas ornament depicting the 
125th anniversary logo. The cost is $10 per 
ornament. You can reserve one or more 
now by calling the parish office at 315-
735-1482 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday.

Have you made an anniversary donation?  
Almost $40,000 has been contributed so far

Buono Fortuna raffle 
generates more than 
$10,000 in profits

The 2021 Buono Fortuna raffle profits 
were more than $10,000, an increase of 9.6 
percent over the October 2020 raffle. 

Here are the details from chairwoman 
Leigh D’Agostino:

• 1,246 tickets were sold at $20 apiece, 
generating $24,920.

• $14,500 was awarded, which included a 
$10,000 grand prize, a $2,500 prize and two 
$1,000 winners.

• Net profit was $10,420.
• 35 people earned free tickets for selling 

20 tickets
Thank you everyone.

Congratulations to children 
who won coloring contest

Children in our grade K-6 Faith Formation classes 
participated in a coloring contest for our 125th an-
niversary.  

The grand prize winner of a $125 Amazon gift 
card was Josie Leone, The winners of a $50 Amazon 
gift card for each grade level category were: Adri-
anna Bush for kindergarten and first grade, Grey-
son Ramirez for grades 2 and 3, and Lydia Moo for 
grades 4, 5 and 6.  

The children colored pictures of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel, Blessed Bishop John Scalabrini, 
(founder of the order of priests that staffed our parish 
until 1991 and who assisted in laying the cornerstone 
of our church in 1901), and daisies (the flower that 
was used to decorate our church in the early years.)  

The pictures have been displayed in our church 
over the past few months. A great job was done by 
all who entered, making the judging difficult.



LIVING
• Michael DeMarco—mother Elise Mar-
shall
• Lois Everard—Carmelita Cappelino
• In thanksgiving to St. Anne—Betty Arcuri
• In thanksgiving for family blessings—
mom
• Children and Grandchildren—mom
DECEASED
• Raymond Alessandrini—the parish
• Fred and Fannie Ayoub—daughter Mary 
and family
• Father Henry Benin—Rosmarie Chiffy
• Marie Cichello—Loving family
• Anne Custance—niece Mary and family
• Augustine DeCarlis—family
• Rev. Richard Dellos—Marc DelMonico
• Joseph Eisinger—McBride Family
• Norton Esposito—Bee
• Dr. Ken Everard—Carmelita Cappellino
• Patricia Flihan—Fiorinda Grandinetta 
Wilson
• William Franz—Bev and family
• Tina Geary—Stephen, Patti, Daniel and 
Bethany Geary
• Clementina Rose Geary—Fiorinda Gran-
dinetta Wilson
• Hammy and Anna Gentile—Palma and 
Tony
• Buddy Gigliotti—wife Patti
• Carmella Graziadei Grande—Rocco and 
Lisa Grande and family
• Jim Haggerty—Patty and Dave Watson
• Pasquale and Roma Inserra—Joe and 
Barbara Inserra
• Linda A. Juteau—Annette Guido
• Anne Longo Lebert—niece Bee Esposito
• Robert B. Madonia—Steve and Betty 
Calenzo
• Anne Marie Martin—Lori Caruso MD
• Ida and Josephine Manze—David Struz
• Ida M. and Josephine D. Manze and fam-
ily—will
• Manze and Motto Families—will
• Frank Mazza—wife Josephine
• Thomas McCabe—Rosanne and family
• Joseph Moreland—the parish
• Faith Nappi—Carmen and Phyllis Carzo

• Faith C. Nappi—Delores Fontaine
• Bob Ollerenshaw—family
• Marie Paolozzi—daughter Elise
• Anthony Passiatore—Rosemarie Chiffy
• Marco and Palma Piccolino—children 
and grandchildren
• Edith Poccia—Phil and Carol Scampone
• Stan and Mary Struz—family
• Henry and Florence Testa—Lorraine and 
Mike Yozzo
• Joseph and Olympia Testa—niece Amelia 
Guido
• Julia Testa—family
• Julia C. Testa—daughter Jean and family
• Thomas A Trinco—Fred and Beverly 
Abounader, Carol Rossi Abruzzo, Mr. and 

Mrs. Samuel Bianco, Terri Velez and Mark 
Faga, Tina Manzo, Jim Piccola, Barb Zum-
pano
• Anthony R. and Erminia M. Trino—
daughter Edye
• Sandy Trozzi—family
• Maria Sorce Vullo—Rocco and Lisa 
Grande

ST. MARY OF MOUNT CARMEL / BLESSED SACRAMENT PARISH, UTICA, NY 4

THIS WEEK’S PRAYER REMEMBRANCES

Memorials
• The altar candles for August are lit in 
honor of Michael Felitto Jr. by Butler, 
Cardillo and Felitto families
• The gospel light is lit in memory of Bet-
te Coria by Joanne Felitto.
• The St. Marianne Cope candle is lit in 
memory of Antoinette (Toby) Testa by 
Butler, Cardillo and Felitto families.
• The St. Joseph Candle is lit in memory 
of Caruso and Flihan families by Ricky.

Baptism
• Corinna Jae Wasielewski.

Funerals
• Marie J. Albano.

Memorial offerings
Please call the parish office at 315-735-
1482 to schedule your intentions. 
• Monthly donations toward altar bread 
and altar wine are $75 each.
• Altar candles (two available each 
month) are $15 each. 
• The weekly sanctuary lamps (three 
available each week) gospel light, St. Jo-
seph and St. Marianne Cope candles are 
all $10 per week.

Prayer 
Remembrance policy

•  Prayer Remembrances must be sub-
mitted two weeks in advance of the de-
sired publication date. Those received 
this weekend will reach the parish office 
in time to be placed in the bulletin two 
weeks from now. 
•  You must use ONE envelope for each 
Mass intention. To ensure that all your 
intentions are listed as requested, please 
do not write multiple intentions on one 
envelope as oftentimes names are inad-
vertently omitted. 
•  A $5 minimum donation is requested 
for each intention, please. 
•  If you have a prayer intention that you 
would like parishioners to pray for, please 
call Pattie Franco at 733-4210.  She and 
members of our prayer line will be glad 
to pray for you.

To help families who are grieving the loss of 
a loved one, or to guide couples who are plan-
ning weddings this year, our parish website at 
www.mountcarmelblessedsacrament.com of-
fers funeral and wedding planning guides.

Weddings
Wedding music can also be selected with the 

help of our wedding planning guide found on the 
parish website at www.mountcarmelblessedsac-
rament.com under WEDDING PLANNING. 

Brides and grooms should contact Anne 
Elacqua (315-941-7447) to coordinate and 
plan music for their weddings. Questions about 
readings, readers, candle ceremony and the or-
ganization of the opening processions or any 
other matters dealing with the wedding cere-
mony will be coordinated though our marriage 
team headed by Mario and Carmelann Scalzo 
(315-381-3132).

Funerals
In an effort to ease the burden of grieving 

families, the selection of scripture readings, 
readers, people who place the pall (burial 
cloth), eulogy directions and choice of eulo-
gists also will be coordinated directly with the 
church through Peter Elacqua (315-542-9185) 
or Anne Elacqua (315-941-7447). 

A guide for music selections and a guide for 
funeral reading selections can be found on the 
parish website at www.mountcarmelblessed-
sacrament.com under FUNERAL SERVICE 
PLANNING.

Funeral service and wedding planning guides on parish website to help you



Prayer for openness
Lord, help me through the frustrations  

of my life. When I am tired  
and ready to give up, 

when I am weary from the many steps  
I have taken on the journey of my life, 

help me to know that you  
still see possibilities for me. 

Open my heart and my mind 
that I may be drawn into your Spirit —  

refreshed, renewed and nourished; 
strengthened and inspired to walk 

again with energy and purpose; 
filled with desire to be your disciple 
and to be a sign of your love in my 

world. Amen. 
Prayer of the Faithful

Response: Lord, hear  
your people’s prayer.

• For the Church. Help us to nourish 
the world with faith and hope. Bless 
us with the gifts of unity and joy. May 
we walk together as loving and dedi-

cated disciples.
We ask: Lord, hear  

your people’s prayer.
• Transform our minds and our hearts. 
Free us from judgment, bitterness and 
anger that we may be open to your 
Spirit — Inspired, guided and directed 

toward holiness.
We ask: Lord, hear  

your people’s prayer.
• Guide government leaders to respect 
religious freedom, to work for greater 
social justice, to recognize the dignity 
of every human person and to earnestly 
resolve the problems of poverty, hun-
ger, immigration and oppression. 

We ask: Lord, hear  
your people’s prayer.

• May these days of summer bring re-
newal and refreshment. May we find 
time to reset our priorities, bring bal-
ance to our lives and know the fullness 
that prayer can bring to our lives.

We ask: Lord, hear  
your people’s prayer.

• For the needs we mention in our si-
lence … We remember our beloved sick, 
addicted, dying and grieving. Bless them 
with healing and with peace.

We ask: Lord, hear  
your people’s prayer.
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THIS WEEK’S MEDITATION, INTENTIONS

“The Prophet Elijah in the Desert Awakened  
by an Angel” (Giovanni Lanfranco, 1625)
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Dino’s sausage & Meat Co., inC.
FabriCators • ProCessors

Federal Approved Plant
Wholesale  Retail Sales - Public Welcome - Refrigerated Delivery Service

732-5798 • 732-2661
722 Catherine Street • Utica, NY 13501

(315) 732-6149
(315) 732-6199

Clinton, NY
315-853-6151

www.clintontractor.net

LICHTMAN’S
WINE AND LIQUOR STORE, INC.

NORTH UTICA SHOPPING CENTER
Utica, New York 13502

Open 9 A.M. – 9 P.M.
Mon. – Sat.

Sunday 12 P.M. -5 P.M.
(315) 732–8915
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Precision Collision
  Full Collision Repair

Complete Mechanical & 
Suspension Repair
Engine Diagnostics

John Ollerenshaw - Owner
902 Third Ave., Utica, New York 13501 

 Tel: (315) 732-2597

SCAMPONE
REAL ESTATE
THE DIFFERENCE

YOU DESERVE

315-797-7100, Office
315-794-9096, Cell       315-733-9796,  Residence

CAROL SCAMPONE, BROKER/OWNER

932 South Street
Corner of Hammond Ave., 

Utica, NY 13501
Tel. 724-6714

www.EannaceFuneralHome.com

In s e r r a’s
FLOORING OUTLET

Route 49 Plaza • River Road, Marcy

768-0222

The The BIGBIG Store! Store!

315-724-4469 
www.adreanfuneralservices.com

Charles J. Adrean, 
Owner/Funeral Director

Service by 
people 

you know 
and trust

Anthony Matt
Owner/Director

700 Rutger Street, Utica, NY 13501
(315) 724-0218

MattFuneralHome.com

FREE DELIVERY TO YOUR DOOR
“Try Us, You’ll Like Us”

485 French Road - 315-792-4669   
1256 Albany St. - 315-735-3525

350 Leland Avenue - (Big Lots Plaza)
315-624-9988 • Parkwaydrugs.com

Parkway Drugs

Mt. Carmel Apartments
Now accepting applications 

forsubsidized housing.
Must be 62 or older

Mt. Carmel Apartments
659 Catherine St., Utica, NY 13501

(315) 797–1050

Please support our advertisers and mention 
you saw their ad here.

Contact Renee Puchalski  
to place an ad today! 

rpuchalski@4LPi.com or  
(800) 477-4574 x6453


