
SUNDAY, SEPT. 12, 2021

St. Mary of Mount Carmel 
Blessed Sacrament Parish

www.mountcarmelblessedsacrament.com and www.facebook.com/mountcarmelblessedsacrament

CELEBRATING 125 YEARS: 1896-2021

ABOUT THE PARISH
Address: 648 Jay St., Utica, NY 13501.
Telephone: 315-735-1482; fax: 315-735-9806. 
Office hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday. Closed on Friday and national holidays. 
Faith Formation and Scalabrini Center: 315-724-
3950.
Email: stmaryutica@syrdio.org
Hearing impaired: Listening devices available in the 
sacristy.

MASS SCHEDULES
Weekend

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. (livestream on parish YouTube)
Sunday: 8 and 10:30 a.m.

Weekday
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 8:30 a.m.
Rosary for the Unborn and Divine Mercy Chaplet:  
Thursday after Mass. 

Holy Days
Consult the bulletin and website.

RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 3:45 p.m. 

MARRIAGE 
Make arrangements six months in advance. 

BAPTISM 
Call the parish office to arrange. New parents are  
encouraged to attend the parent class before the  
birth of your child. 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
Adults or children, 7 or older who have never been  
baptized or confirmed or received the Eucharist,  
are invited to call the parish office for information. 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to our parish family. We invite you to be-
come an active participant of our parish community. 
Please be sure to register by calling the parish office. 

PARISH STAFF  
Pastor: Rev. Jim Cesta 
In Residence: Rev. Luis Olguin 
Trustees: Rocco Arcuri and Bill Thibault
Faith Formation K-6: Terri Piazza-Panuccio 
Faith Formation 7-10: Anne Carlone-Elacqua 
Music director: Peter Elacqua
Buildings and grounds: Fran D’Ambrosio
Website manager, bulletin, publicity: Fran Perritano

Morning Glories group in 1996.

Rachel Sciortino and Antoinette LaPaglia at the parish festival.

Altar servers in the mid-1990s.



Is there a chosen race? Are some predestined 
for heaven or hell? 

Does God love the poor more than the rich? 
Sinners more than the righteous? Virgins more 
than married people?

These questions have centuries of history.
On the surface, scripture seems to suggest 

that God loves some people more than others. 
The question is hard to answer because it’s a 
false one.

When Jesus says there is more joy in heaven 
over the conversion of one strayed sinner than 
over 99 others who have no need of repentance, 
he is not affirming that God loves sinners more 
than righteous persons. For Jesus, in this con-
text, there are no righteous persons — there 
only are sinners (who feel their need for con-
version) and self-righteous persons (sinners 
who have not yet acknowledged their need for 
repentance). Conversion is not a precondition 
to the Christian life. It is the Christian life. God 
does favor sinners, but that includes all of us.

The same is true about whether God loves the 
poor more than the rich. Jesus says that God 
has a preferential love for the poor, but does 

that mean God loves the rich less? 
Again, we must be careful how we contrast 

the categories: poor versus rich. What’s being 
affirmed is not that God loves us better when 
we are poor than when we are rich. The idea 
is that God loves us in our poverty when we 

more easily let ourselves beloved and more 
easily express gratitude when we acknowledge 
our poverty. 

For Jesus, there are only two kinds of per-
sons: those who are poor and those who are not 
yet in touch with their own poverty. It’s not that 
God prefers us poor and loves us better when 
we are poor. God does favor the poor, but if we 
truly know our own condition, that’s all of us.

When Jesus holds up little children as an ideal, 
he is not teaching that God loves children more 
than adults. The contrast is not between little 
children and grownups, but between those who, 
like little children, know their need for help and 
those who because of pride or wound no longer 
admit their need for God and others. 

It’s when we admit the deep truth that we 
are not self-sufficient, we open ourselves to be 
loved by God and others. God does favor those 
who are childlike, but hopefully, that includes all 
of us.

Does God play favorites? 
Yes, but not between and among differ-

ent persons, but between and among different 
states inside our own souls.
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FATHER JIM’S WISE & OTHERWISE

Does God love some more than others?

Lectors
SATURDAY, SEPT. 18

4:30 p.m. Mass
Anthony Laria and Terri  
Panuccio (POF)

SUNDAY, SEPT. 19
8 a.m. Mass

Mary Rose Leone and Maria 
Kozak (POF)

10:30 a.m. Mass
Clara Dempsey and Jackie 
Thibault (POF) 

Eucharistic  
ministers

SATURDAY SEPT. 18
4:30 p.m. Mass

Debbie Hayes, Rick Chainey
and Julie Martin

SUNDAY, SEPT. 19
8 a.m. Mass

Marie Mastro, Bob Ferdula
and Michael Zasa

10:30 a.m.
Theresa Ianno, Ta Pi
and Marie Centolella

NEXT WEEKEND’S SCHEDULES

• Wedding Planning Guide.
• Funeral Service Planning 
Guide.
• Weekly prayers, reflections, 
photos, videos and more to 
enrich your faith. 
• Photo galleries
• Bulletin
• Father Jim’s “Wise and Oth-
erwise”
• History of the parish
• Lector, minister schedules

• Mass schedules
• Parish news
• Ministries
• Event calendar
• Weekly reflection on Sun-
day’s readings
• “More Good News” maga-
zine
• Links to our social media 
sites such as Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram and YouTube.

Visit www.mountcarmelblessedsacrament.com for the latest parish 
news and announcements. There’s even a mobile version for your 
smart phone. Here’s some of what you’ll find on the site:

PARISH WEBSITE

SEND US YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS
Mount Carmel / Blessed Sacrament Parish has compiled a database 
of email addresses that is being used to contact parishioners in case 
of emergencies, important schedule changes or other pertinent in-
formation. We ask all parishioners to submit their email address to 
Fran Perritano at fperritano@syrdio.org using the subject line PAR-
ISH EMAIL. You also can include a phone number, if you wish.

YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT
Sept. 4-5: $5,276

If you’re unable to attend Mass, you still can make your donation by 
mailing it to: Mount Carmel / Blessed Sacrament Parish, 648 Jay St., Uti-
ca, NY 13502. You also can contribute online on our website. Look for the 
DONATE button in the right column.

Over the last 125 years, our parish has been cherished as a jewel in 
East Utica. It is a jewel with needs to be addressed as it continues mov-
ing into the years ahead. 

As with any Catholic parish, there are programs, upkeep of buildings 
and many other expenses that all need attention. 

As a part of this 125th anniversary, we ask that you might consider a 
supporting donation of $125. Of course, an anniversary donation of any 
amount would be appreciated, and if a greater one is within your reach, 
God bless! 

If you haven’t contributed yet, please pray over and consider this op-
portunity to celebrate a wonderful and blessed parish church and com-
munity with a long history and a bright future. 

You may donate by placing your contribution in an envelope marked 
“Anniversary donation.” Please return it either in the collection basket or 
by mailing it to the parish office at 648 Jay St., Utica, NY 13501-1398.

Call 315-735-1482 with any questions.

Consider $125 anniversary donation
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PARISH NEWS

Have you ordered your 
Christmas ornament?
Orders are being accepted for the parish’s 
2021 Christmas ornament depicting the 
125th anniversary logo. The cost is $10 per 
ornament. You can reserve one or more 
now by calling the parish office at 315-
735-1482 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday.

Classes for our kindergarten through 
sixth-grade Faith Formation program begin 
at 9:15 a.m. next Sunday. 

If you haven’t registered your child yet, 
simply bring them to class and you can reg-
ister them that morning. 

Please note that the diocese requires that 
all children must attend a FULL year of 
Faith Formation classes prior to the year of 
First Communion preparation. 

If you have any questions, contact Terri 
Panuccio at the parish office at 315-735-
1482 or on her cell phone at 315-794-4085.

K-6 Faith Formation 
begins next Sunday

Any volunteer whose ministry brings 
them into contact with children and youth 
is required to attend a three-hour Protecting 
God’s Children (VIRTUS) training session. 

Youths ages 16 through 18 may attend 
with parental permission. This training is 
free and the certification is valid for five 
years. 

If you anticipate any volunteer work in 
our parish where you will have contact with 
children, you will need to take this class. 

If you have any questions, contact 
Terri Panuccio at the parish office (315-
732-1482) from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday.

VIRTUS training a must 
for those people 
working with children

The Mount Carmel Society sponsors its 
Communion Brunch on Sunday, Oct. 17, at 
Club Monarch in Yorkville. 

Guest speaker is the Rev. Dennis Walker, a 
newly ordained priest in the Syracuse Diocese. 

Tickets will be available starting this week-
end after all Masses and at the parish office. 
Adult admission is $15; children 6 through 12 
are $8; and free for children younger than 6.

Doors open no earlier than noon. We ask that 
parishioners and guests carpool, if possible, be-
cause parking is limited.

Tickets go on sale this weekend 
for Communion Brunch on Oct. 17

Registration for the 2021-2022 Junior-Senior 
High Faith Formation classes is underway. 

Classes begin Sunday, Oct. 3.
Registration forms are available in church or 

on the Faith Formation website at www.mtcbls-
faithformation.weebly.com. We also can be 
linked from the parish website under PARISH 
LINKS and click on FAITH FORMATION. 

You can download the form, fill it out and 
return it by dropping it off at the rectory or put-
ting it in the collection basket in an envelope 
marked “Faith Formation registration.” 

Please note that the sacramental pro-
gram of Confirmation is a two-year program. 
YOU MUST BE ENROLLED as a ninth-grad-
er, unless you attend Notre Dame Junior-Senior 

High School.
Details regarding new course schedules will 

be sent soon. Also, if your child is in any grade 
above third and has not received the sacraments 
of Baptism or First Communion and Reconcili-
ation, or if you’re new to the program, contact 
Anne Elacqua at 315-941-7447.

Junior-Senior High Faith Formation registration

We are looking for a few more people to lead 
the Children’s Liturgy of the Word on Sunday 
mornings during the 10:30 a.m. Mass. 

What exactly do you do? 
You will read the Old Testament, psalm and 

gospel readings from a children’s liturgy book 
on a level that is child friendly and then lead 
them in a discussion about the readings or a 
related topic. The book guides you through 
everything. It is very user friendly. You would 
conclude with the creed and prayers of the 
faithful — also included in the book. 

We have all the necessary guides, handouts 
and information to make it very easy to do and 
follow. You do not have to be a Bible scholar to 
talk with the children. 

 If you would like to watch a session to see if 
you would be interested in it or sign up to help, 
call Anne Elacqua at 315- 941-7447. 

Volunteers needed to help share with children

How to submit bulletin items
Do you have an announcement or item you want 
published in the bulletin? Please submit the item 
via email to fperritano@syrdio.org two weeks be-
fore publication. Include your name, phone num-
ber and dates of publication.

Parish Council 
meets Tuesday

The Parish Council 
is scheduled to meet 
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Sept. 14, in the Salerno 
Room. 

All parishioners are 
invited to attend.



LIVING
• Roger Klein (Birthday)—Laurie, 
Roger, Ross and Remi
• Happy Birthday Vicki Perritano—
niece Lynda Padula
• Children and grandchildren—mom
DECEASED
• Marie Jean Albano—Mary Ann and 
Joe Guzzetta
• Marie Jean Albano—Carol Jean 
Larkin
• Marie Jean Albano—Philip and Carol 
Scampone
• Sara Mae Angelo—will
• Gaetano Baccaro—Joe and Madeline 
Briggs
• Vincent (Enzio) Cancilla—wife Mary 
Cancilla, children and grandchildren
• Margaret Cardamone—daughter 
Connie and family
• Ralph Colicchia—sister Tessie
• Patricia Coe—Tony and Marilyn
• Rev. Abraham L. Esper—Annette 
Guido
• Norton Esposito—Bee
• Frances George—Ro and Gina
• Buddy Gigliotti—wife Patti
• Lisa Druscovich Gilberti—Carol 
Larkin
• Carmella Graziadei Grande—Rocco 
and Lisa Grande and Family
• George and Mary Inserra—Bee 
Esposito
• Pasquale and Roma Inserra—Joe and 
Barbara Inserra
• Anne Longo Lebert—neice Bee 
Esposito
• Betty Luvera—Philip and Gloria Enea
• Ida and Josephine Manze—David 
Struz
• Ida M. and Josephine D. Manze and 
family—will

• Manze and Motto Families—will
• Joan Ernst Massarotti—Fiorinda 
Grandinetta Wilson
• Frank Mazza—wife Josephine
• Marie McGaffen—Marie A. Luce
• Angie Mizgala—family
• Judy Owens—Karen McBride
• Sandra Paciello—Tessie
• Marco and Palma Piccolino—chil-
dren and grandchildren 
• Joseph Putruele—Mary Cancilla and 
family
• Joseph Putruele—MaryTeresa, Fran-

cis and Kellyann Mercurio
• Jennie and Joseph Raspante—daugh-
ter Mary Cancilla and family
• Frances Rico—Gabe and Denise 
Timpano
• Stan and Mary Struz—family
• Anthony R. and Erminia M. Trino—
daughter Edye
• Maria Sorce Vullo—Rocco and Lisa 
Grande
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THIS WEEK’S PRAYER REMEMBRANCES

Memorials
• The gospel Light is lit in memory of Bar-
bara A. Montero by Randy and Dawn 
Butler.
• The St. Marianne Cope candle is lit in 
memory of Frances George by Ro and 
Gina.
• The St. Joseph candle is lit in memory of 
Caruso and Flihan families by Ricky.

Wedding
• Justin and Francesca (Gerace) Rober-
tello.

Memorial offerings
Please call the parish office at 315-735-
1482 to schedule your intentions. 
• Monthly donations toward altar bread 
and altar wine are $75 each.
• Altar candles (two available each 
month) are $15 each. 
• The weekly sanctuary lamps (three 
available each week) gospel light, St. Jo-
seph and St. Marianne Cope candles are 
all $10 per week.

Prayer 
Remembrance policy

•  Prayer Remembrances must be sub-
mitted two weeks in advance of the de-
sired publication date. Those received 
this weekend will reach the parish office 
in time to be placed in the bulletin two 
weeks from now. 
•  You must use ONE envelope for each 
Mass intention. To ensure that all your 
intentions are listed as requested, please 
do not write multiple intentions on one 
envelope as oftentimes names are inad-
vertently omitted. 
•  A $5 minimum donation is requested 
for each intention, please. 
•  If you have a prayer intention that you 
would like parishioners to pray for, please 
call Pattie Franco at 733-4210.  She and 
members of our prayer line will be glad 
to pray for you.

ALSO OF INTEREST
Annulment information session

Confused or have questions about the annul-
ment process? 

The Separated/Divorced Ministry will be 
hosting an information session from 6:30 to 8 
p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 5, at Christ the King Retreat 
House, 500 Brookford Road, Syracuse. 

To register, visit syrdio annulment.event-
brite.com. For information, contact Deacon 
Dean Brainard at 315-472-6754, option 4, or 
email dbrainard@syrdio.org.

Family Fun Day in Holland Patent
A Fall Family Fun Day is planned from 10 

a.m. to noon Saturday, Sept. 18, at Old Stone 
Stables, 10184 Mapledale Road, Holland Pat-
ent. The event includes a farm tour, meeting the 
animals, pumpkin decorating, scarecrow mak-
ing, and more. Cider and desserts will be 
provided. To RSVP, visit fallfamilyfun2021.
eventbrite.com. For information, contact Eva 
Mroczek at emroczek@syrdio.org or call the 
Family/Respect Life Office at 315-472-6754. 

Need help for your marriage?
The Third Option, a program to build better 

marriages, has two events scheduled:
• “Handling Anger Constructively: It Can Be 

Constructive:” Meeting is online from 7:15 to 
9 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 12. 

• “Speaking the Truth in Love: Seven Com-
munication Techniques:” Meeting is online 
from 7:15 to 9 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 26. 

For information, contact Stephanie Stew-
art; or to join the meeting at sstewart@syrdio.
org or 315-472-6728.



A Lover’s Prayer
Lord, who do I say that you are?

You are the Christ
who opens my ears to hear you,
who opens my eyes to see you,

who opens my heart to understand you.
you are the one who loves me  

like no other, you embrace me with all  
my weakness and sin,

you hold me with all my gifts and grace,
you call me to know you more deeply  

with each passing moment,
you welcome me always 

 with open arms,
you look at me with tenderness,

you touch my soul.
Lord, you are the Christ who saves me

and who saves the world.
Knowing you so intimately  

compels me to respond
to your gracious love by saying “yes”!
Yes! I will carry the cross you offer me.

Serving others is the least I can do
to show how deeply I love you.  

Amen

Prayer of the Faithful
Response: Lord, hear your people’s prayer.
• For the Church. Help us to find ways to 
let go of power and politics, to support Pope 
Francis and the direction he provides, and 
to embrace the cross of serving our world 
in every way; 

We ask: Lord, hear your people’s prayer.

• For the world and for leaders of all na-
tions. May they know the grace of surren-
der, have the strength to deny selfishness 
and encourage peace and prosperity for all 
people.

We ask: Lord, hear your people’s prayer.
• Fill us with a vibrant faith that we may 
have compassion for the wounded, give di-
rection to those who are lost, counsel the 
lonely and the depressed.

We ask: Lord, hear your people’s prayer.
• Strengthen those who face daily bur-
dens — the alienated and impoverished; 
those who suffer physical, emotional or 
mental pain; those challenged by addiction 
or health concerns; anyone facing death or 
dealing with grief.

We ask: Lord, hear your people’s prayer.
• Quiet the unrest in our world. Give hope 
and safety to all who flee their homeland. 
Protect the world’s children from COVID and 
disease. Enlighten us on how to help with 
environment concerns and climate change.

We ask: Lord, hear your people’s prayer.
• For the intentions we hold in silence … 

We ask: Lord, hear your people’s prayer.
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THIS WEEK’S MEDITATION, INTENTIONS

“Lamentation of Christ”
(Fresco by Giotto, 1303)
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Dino’s sausage & Meat Co., inC.
FabriCators • ProCessors

Federal Approved Plant
Wholesale  Retail Sales - Public Welcome - Refrigerated Delivery Service

732-5798 • 732-2661
722 Catherine Street • Utica, NY 13501

(315) 732-6149
(315) 732-6199

Clinton, NY
315-853-6151

www.clintontractor.net

LICHTMAN’S
WINE AND LIQUOR STORE, INC.

NORTH UTICA SHOPPING CENTER
Utica, New York 13502

Open 9 A.M. – 9 P.M.
Mon. – Sat.

Sunday 12 P.M. -5 P.M.
(315) 732–8915
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Precision Collision
  Full Collision Repair

Complete Mechanical & 
Suspension Repair
Engine Diagnostics

John Ollerenshaw - Owner
902 Third Ave., Utica, New York 13501 

 Tel: (315) 732-2597

SCAMPONE
REAL ESTATE
THE DIFFERENCE

YOU DESERVE

315-797-7100, Office
315-794-9096, Cell       315-733-9796,  Residence

CAROL SCAMPONE, BROKER/OWNER

932 South Street
Corner of Hammond Ave., 

Utica, NY 13501
Tel. 724-6714

www.EannaceFuneralHome.com

In s e r r a’s
FLOORING OUTLET

Route 49 Plaza • River Road, Marcy

768-0222

The The BIGBIG Store! Store!

315-724-4469 
www.adreanfuneralservices.com

Charles J. Adrean, 
Owner/Funeral Director

Service by 
people 

you know 
and trust

Anthony Matt
Owner/Director

700 Rutger Street, Utica, NY 13501
(315) 724-0218

MattFuneralHome.com

FREE DELIVERY TO YOUR DOOR
“Try Us, You’ll Like Us”

485 French Road - 315-792-4669   
1256 Albany St. - 315-735-3525

350 Leland Avenue - (Big Lots Plaza)
315-624-9988 • Parkwaydrugs.com

Parkway Drugs

Mt. Carmel Apartments
Now accepting applications 

forsubsidized housing.
Must be 62 or older

Mt. Carmel Apartments
659 Catherine St., Utica, NY 13501

(315) 797–1050

Please support our advertisers and mention 
you saw their ad here.

Contact Renee Puchalski  
to place an ad today! 

rpuchalski@4LPi.com or  
(800) 477-4574 x6453


