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SUNDAY, NOV. 21, 2021

St. Mary of Mount Carmel 
Blessed Sacrament Parish

CELEBRATING 125 YEARS: 1896-2021

ABOUT THE PARISH
Address: 648 Jay St., Utica, NY 13501.
Telephone: 315-735-1482; fax: 315-735-9806. 
Office hours: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday. Closed on Friday and national holidays. 
Faith Formation and Scalabrini Center: 315-724-
3950.
Email: stmaryutica@syrdio.org
Hearing impaired: Listening devices available in the 
sacristy.

MASS SCHEDULES
Weekend

Saturday: 4:30 p.m. (livestream on parish YouTube)
Sunday: 8 and 10:30 a.m.

Weekday
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 8:30 a.m.
Rosary for the Unborn and Divine Mercy Chaplet:  
Thursday after Mass. 

Holy Days
Consult the bulletin and website.

RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 3:45 p.m. 

MARRIAGE 
Make arrangements six months in advance. 

BAPTISM 
Call the parish office to arrange. New parents are  
encouraged to attend the parent class before the  
birth of your child. 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
Adults or children, 7 or older who have never been  
baptized or confirmed or received the Eucharist,  
are invited to call the parish office for information. 

NEW PARISHIONERS 
Welcome to our parish family. We invite you to be-
come an active participant of our parish community. 
Please be sure to register by calling the parish office. 

PARISH STAFF  
Pastor: Rev. Jim Cesta 
In Residence: Rev. Luis Olguin 
Trustees: Rocco Arcuri and Bill Thibault
Faith Formation K-6: Terri Piazza-Panuccio 
Faith Formation 7-10: Anne Carlone-Elacqua 
Music director: Peter Elacqua
Buildings and grounds: Fran D’Ambrosio
Website manager, bulletin, publicity: Fran Perritano

Christmas Eve Mass children’s pageant in 2011.

Mary Beth LaNeve, Father Jim and Carmelann Scalzo at the 2012 Christmas 
Gala.

Parish teens at Vision 2013 at Notre Dame University.



A young man once said when he was a 
child and after his grandmother died, he 
used to “talk” to her in a prayerful and 
childish way. As he got older, he worried 
sometimes his behavior might bring sad-
ness to departed souls. 

Our church teaches about a communion 
of saints — a network of those struggling 
to journey toward God’s presence (Purgato-
ry). We see wrapped up together in a won-
drous community “citizens with the saints 
and members of the household cornerstone. 
(Ephesians 2:19-20)

Those who have died are aware of us. 
We pray for them, and they help and guide 
our good dreams and intentions. They also 
lived on Earth and know that life is not a 
picnic; they sinned and so do we. Don’t 

suppose God says to their souls, “Forget 
your loved ones and families down there on 
my green Earth.” 

Those who are with Christ want to help 
us. If our prayers for each other here are 
valuable, how much more precious are their 
prayers for us from God’s heavenly heights. 
Make them proud of you.
And the otherwise …

A mother was teaching her 3-year-old 
daughter the Lord’s Prayer. For several eve-
nings at bedtime, she repeated it after her 
mother. One night she said she was ready to 
try it on her own. Mother glowed with pride 
and listened to each word right up to the 
end: “And lead us not into temptation,” she 
prayed, “but deliver us some email. Amen.”

ST. MARY OF MOUNT CARMEL / BLESSED SACRAMENT PARISH, UTICA, NY2

FATHER JIM’S WISE & OTHERWISE

Our dearly departed are praying for us, too

Lectors
SATURDAY, NOV. 27

4:30 p.m. Mass
Anthony Laria and Terri  
Panuccio (POF)

SUNDAY, NOV. 28
8 a.m. Mass

Karen Elacqua and David Struz 
(POF)

10:30 a.m. Mass
Sean Ryer and Maria Kozak 
(POF) 

Eucharistic  
ministers

SATURDAY NOV. 27
4:30 p.m. Mass

Rick Chainey, Debbie Hayes
and Julie Martin

SUNDAY, NOV. 28
8 a.m. Mass

Bob Ferdula, Marie Mastro.
and Michael Zasa

10:30 a.m.
.John Reale Jr., Ken Visalli
and Fran Leo

NEXT WEEKEND’S SCHEDULES

• Wedding Planning Guide.
• Funeral Service Planning 
Guide.
• Weekly prayers, reflections, 
photos, videos and more to 
enrich your faith. 
• Photo galleries
• Bulletin
• Father Jim’s “Wise and Oth-
erwise”
• History of the parish
• Lector, minister schedules

• Mass schedules
• Parish news
• Ministries
• Event calendar
• Weekly reflection on Sun-
day’s readings
• “More Good News” maga-
zine
• Links to our social media 
sites such as Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram and YouTube.

Visit www.mountcarmelblessedsacrament.com for the latest parish 
news and announcements. There’s even a mobile version for your 
smart phone. Here’s some of what you’ll find on the site:

PARISH WEBSITE

SEND US YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS
Mount Carmel / Blessed Sacrament Parish has compiled a database 
of email addresses that is being used to contact parishioners in case 
of emergencies, important schedule changes or other pertinent in-
formation. We ask all parishioners to submit their email address to 
Fran Perritano at fperritano@syrdio.org using the subject line PAR-
ISH EMAIL. You also can include a phone number, if you wish.

YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT

If you’re unable to attend Mass, you still can make your do-
nation by mailing it to: Mount Carmel / Blessed Sacrament 
Parish, 648 Jay St., Utica, NY 13502. You also can contribute 
online on our website. Look for the DONATE button in the 
right column.

• Nov. 6-7: $5,926
• Hope Appeal: $15,495 (Goal: $34,220)
• 125th Anniversary: $41,870

UPCOMING IN OUR PARISH
Sunday, Nov. 21
• K-6 Faith Formation: 9:15 to 
10:15 a.m.
• Junior-Senior High School 
Faith Formation: 6:30 to 7:45 
p.m.

Monday, Nov. 22
• Ninth- and 10th-grade Faith 
Formation: 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. 

Thursday, Nov. 25
• Thanksgiving Mass: 9 a.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 5
• K-6 Faith Formation: 9:15 to 
10:15 a.m.
• Pancake Breakfast with San-
ta, 11:30 a.m. in the gym.

Thursday, Dec. 9
• “Bending Toward the Light: A 
Jazz Nativity” 7 p.m. in church.

Saturday, Dec. 11
• “Italian Christmas Gather-
ing:” 6:15 p.m. , Delta Hotels by 
Marriott Utica. Doors open at 5 
p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 12
• St. Rosalia Society Com-
munion Breakfast: Noon, Club 
Monarch. Guest speaker is 
historian Frank Tomaino. Tickets 
are $20 per person and may be 
purchased by calling Lou Par-
rotta at 315-733-9118



Our annual “Giving Tree” has ornaments with 
the names of children in the various programs 
of the Thea Bowman House. There might be a 
few other requests as well from other organiza-
tions.

We hope that you will take an ornament (or 
several) and purchase the item that the child 
is wishing for this Christmas. Please bring the 
gift with the ornament attached to it — UN-
WRAPPED — and place it in the Scalabrini 
niche by Sunday, Dec. 5. This is the last day 
to bring the gifts in. The children receive the 
gifts the following week, and if the gifts are not 
brought in in time, they won’t receive them. 

Please help to make these children have a 
Merry Christmas. If you have any questions, 
contact Anne Elacqua at 315-941-7447 or 
email aelacqua@syrdio.org.
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PARISH NEWS

Our “Italian Christmas Gathering” is planned 
for Saturday, Dec. 11, at Delta Hotels by Mar-
riott Utica in downtown. 

The gala begins at 6:15 p.m. Doors open at 
5 p.m.

The event is sponsored by the Mount Car-
mel Social Committee and the Italian Heritage 
Club. Entertainment will be provided by An-
thony LaBarbera. 

The cost is $35 per person, and there will be 
a cash bar available. Tickets are available after 
all Masses, at the �a��sh ��  �e �� ���� the �tal��a��sh ���e �� ���� the �tal-
ian Heritage Club. 

Reservations for tables of eight or 10 also 

will be available. 
The last date to purchase tickets is Sunday, 

Dec. 5.

Tickets on sale for ‘Italian Christmas Gathering’

Don’t miss a special performance of “Bend-
ing Toward the Light … A Jazz Nativity” pre-
sented by Chelsea Opera and Kindred Spirits 
from New York City along with Central New 
York’s most acclaimed jazz instrumentalists at 
7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 9. 

There is no admission charge. In order to 
help to defray the cost of this huge event, how-
ever, anyone interested in becoming a sponsor 
is welcome to do so. You can make a donation 
at https://web.ovationtix.com/trs/store/461/all-
donations/32311. 

You also can send a check to the rectory or 
place it in the collection basket. Please make 
checks payable to CHELSEA OPERA. Names 
will be included in the program.

Holiday highlight: ‘A Jazz Nativity’ is back Dec. 9

‘Giving Tree’ returns this weekend; 
help make Christmas merry for kids

Breakfast with Santa 
returns Sunday, Dec. 5

The Social Committee will sponsor a Pan-
cake Breakfast with Santa on Sunday, Dec. 
5, after the 10:30 a.m. Mass in the gymna- after the 10:30 a.m. Mass in the gymna-the 10:30 a.m. Mass in the gymna-
sium.

The cost is $4 for adults and free for chil-
dren younger than 10. Tickets will be sold 
a�te� all Masses and at the �a��sh ���e. N� 
tickets will be sold at the door.

Dynamic Catholic is running its “Best Advent Ever” daily email 
series again. 

�t �s a w�nde��ul sh��t �efle�t��n ea�h day du��ng the Advent 
season to help you prepare for the birth of Jesus. 

To sign up for it visit dynamiccatholic.com and click on sign up 
for the series. It is a great way to help set the true mood for the 
holiday season. 

Jesus is the reason for the season.

Sign up for ‘Best Advent Ever’ daily email reflections

Thanksgiving Day 
Mass to be offered

Fathe� J�� w�ll �ffe� Mass at 9 a.�. 
Thanksgiving Day on Thursday. Please plan 
to attend to give thanks for all our blessings.

Thank you, Lucy, 
for years of service

“A truly great volunteer is hard to find, 
difficult to part with and impossible to for-
get.”

As we give thanks this week for the many 
bless�ngs we have, �t �s w�th hea�ts filled w�th 
g�at�tude ��� �u� l�ng�t��e �a��sh ���e v�l-
unteer Lucille LaVine, who is retiring.

Lucy began volunteering in the parish 
���e when M�ns�gn�� R�n B�ll was �u� 
interim administrator. She was an integral 
�a�t �� the ���e �unn�ng s���thly and e�-
ciently with MaryBeth LaNeve, and up until 
two years ago, Lucy volunteered three days 
a week.

She also was a funeral server, as well as 
accompanied and prayed with families dur-
�ng the final �����ttal �� the�� l�ved �nes 
at the cemetery.

Lucy, we are so grateful for your many 
years of service to our parish and you will 
be greatly missed by all.  



LIVING
• Carmela Commisso—daughter Judy
• Cornelius Deep—David Struz
• Polly Gossin—Ron and family
• Dominick Plado and Kristina Martin—
mom
• In thanksgiving to Father Jim Cesta, 
Father Mark Kaminski, Father Art Krawc-
zenko, Father Luis Olguin and Father Joe 
Salerno—Mark Suppa and family
• Children and Grandchildren—mom
DECEASED
• Congetta Alberico—loving family
• Sara Mae Angelo—will
• Nicholas Angrisano—Steve and Betty 
Calenzo
• Constance Armstrong—Rosemarie 
Chiffy
• Rocco Commisso—daughter Judy and 
family
• Dominick Plado Costante—grand-
daughter Harper Grace
• Dominick Plado Costante—wife and 
children
• Dominick Plado Costante—Joe and 
JoAnn DeSimone and family
• Tom DeCrescenzo Jr.—family
• Thomas DeCrescenzo—Joann and Brad 
Campbell
• Cardinale and DeSimone Family—Flo 
and Amanda
• Sam and Josephine DeSimone—Joe, 
JoAnn and family
• Tom DeSimone—Joe, JoAnn and family
• Nicholas S. DiPierro—the parish
• Anthony Elacqua—mom, dad and 
family
• Norton Esposito—Bee
• Steve Fontaine—wife Delores, sons 
and granddaughters
• Phil Sr. and Phil Jr. Graziadei—wife, 
mother and family
• Carmella Graziadei Grande—Rocco 
and Lisa Grande and Family
• Richard F. Hayes—Vincent and Lucille 
Chapman
• Richard Hayes—Rosemarie Chiffy
• Richard Hayes—Victoria Perritano
• Richard Hayes—the parish 
• Gina Hebert—Anna Marie Rich
• George A. Inserra III—Aunt Bee
• Pasquale and Roma Inserra—Joe and 
Barbara Inserra
• Gilbert C. Lee—Francis and Marianne 
Lee
• Shafer A. Lewis—Terry LaBuzzetta
• Theresa and Domizio Malara—will
• Paul and Finita Mancuso Families—will

• Ida and Josephine Manze—David Struz
• Ida M. and Josephine D. Manze and 
family—will
• Manze and Motto Families—will
• Frank Mazza—wife Josephine
• Marilyn Moylan Nicholson—Joe and 
Marilyn LaBarbera
• John Peter Musch—JoAnn and Jennifer
• Fanny J. Panetta—will
• Augustine (A.J.) Pedone—dad and 
family
• Roland Perreault—The Masercola 
Family
• Marco and Palma Piccolino—children 
and grandchildren 
• Antonio Rizzo—the parish
• Charlene Salewski—Francis and Mari-
anne Lee
• Benjamin F. Scalise Sr.—Anne and 
family
• Joseph Scarafile—Carol and Phil Scam-
pone
• Stan and Mary Struz—family
• Marie Suppa—V. Rocci
• Marie Surace Suppa—Aunt Vicki
• Marie Suppa—the parish
• Marie Suppa—Phil and Carol Scam-

pone
• Fiorentino (Fred) Testa—daughter, 
Jean and family
• Anthony R. and Erminia M. Trino—
daughter Edye
• Maria Sorce Vullo—Rocco and Lisa 
Grande
• William, Chancey and Michael C. 
Wicks—Mary, John, Sara and John Russo
• Dottie Williams—Bob and Mary Cim-
balo
• Rob Willson—Flo Wilson
• Edward Young—Mr. and Mrs. Louis 
Spiridigliozzi
• Sandra (Sandy) Zito—Fay Ciancaglini
• Sandy Zito—Tony and Palma Meola
• Jean Zumpano—husband and family
• John Stephen Zumpano—will
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THIS WEEK’S PRAYER REMEMBRANCES

Prayer 
Remembrance policy

•  Prayer Remembrances must be sub-
mitted two weeks in advance of the de-
sired publication date. Those received 
this weekend will reach the parish office 
in time to be placed in the bulletin two 
weeks from now. 
•  You must use ONE envelope for each 
Mass intention. To ensure that all your 
intentions are listed as requested, please 
do not write multiple intentions on one 
envelope as oftentimes names are inad-
vertently omitted. 
•  A $5 minimum donation is requested 
for each intention, please. 
•  If you have a prayer intention that you 
would like parishioners to pray for, please 
call Pattie Franco at 733-4210.  She and 
members of our prayer line will be glad 
to pray for you.

Memorials
• The sanctuary lamps are lit in memory 
of Assunta Rotondo by niece Nancy and 
family.
• The gospel light is lit in memory of  
Donald (Dino) Franco by wife Carol and 
family.
• The St. Joseph candle is lit in memory of 
Caruso and Flihan families by Ricky.

Baptisms
• Gioia Greta Leone
• Francesca Marie Bucciero

Funeral
• Josephine Pantaleo
• Michael A. Castelli

Memorial offerings
We will begin to accept Memorials for 
2022 on Monday, Dec. 6.  Please call the 
parish office at 315-735-1482 to sched-
ule your intentions. 
• Monthly donations toward altar bread 
and altar wine are $75 each.
• Altar candles (two available each 
month) are $15 each. 
• The weekly sanctuary lamps (three 
available each week) gospel light, St. Jo-
seph and St. Marianne Cope candles are 
all $10 per week.



Prayer to acknowledge Christ
as King of the Universe

Christ, You are King of the universe,
Amen light of the world, energy  

of the cosmos. You touch every person, 
creature and thing; every building, form, 
object and blade of grass; every animal, 

planet, glass of water and insect.
Your light permeates everywhere,
shapes all creatures and all things,

informs all science, brings meaning to all.
There is no escaping Your presence.

In every darkness, You are dawn.
All things, all creatures are in You.

“In Christ” — “En Cristo.”
Universal, interplanetary, cosmic fullness — 

Christ. You dwell in all places, 
 in all  creatures, in all things,  

and within me. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
Response: Lord, hear your people’s prayer.
• For the Church. Give us the grace to grow 
in faithful discipleship, to discern the truth 

with clarity and to love others with gener-
ous abandon.

We ask: Lord, hear your people’s prayer.
• For our world. For journalists, news agen-
cies, those involved in social media, preach-
ers, law enforcers, teachers, counselors and 
judges. Strengthen them to be committed 
to proclaiming the truth rather than instill-

ing fear or seeking personal gain.
We ask: Lord, hear your people’s prayer.

• Help us find better ways to alleviate and 
end the pain and suffering of those who are 
poor, starving or persecuted; victims of vio-
lence, prejudice, abuse or addiction.

We ask: Lord, hear your people’s prayer.
• For all working to promote truth and 
justice. For scientists and all who dedicate 
themselves to the health of our planet and 
universe. Grant wisdom to newly elected 
leaders and all in government that they may 
address the pressures of our world, pro-
mote the common good and transform the 
human family.

We ask: Lord, hear your people’s prayer.
• For the safety of all who travel for this 
Thanksgiving holiday. May this season be a 
time of joy and gratitude for all.

We ask: Lord, hear your people’s prayer.
• For those who are sick and alone. For 
those who face addiction, illness, death or 
grief. For those who seek welcome and safe-
ty, and for all those we bring to our silent 
remembrance …

We ask: Lord, hear your people’s prayer.
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THIS WEEK’S MEDITATION, INTENTIONS

“Crowning with Thorns” (Dirck van Baburen, 1622)

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Mary of Mt. Carmel, Utica, NY 06-0182

Dino’s sausage & Meat Co., inC.
FabriCators • ProCessors

Federal Approved Plant
Wholesale  Retail Sales - Public Welcome - Refrigerated Delivery Service

732-5798 • 732-2661
722 Catherine Street • Utica, NY 13501

(315) 732-6149
(315) 732-6199

Clinton, NY
315-853-6151

www.clintontractor.net

LICHTMAN’S
WINE AND LIQUOR STORE, INC.

NORTH UTICA SHOPPING CENTER
Utica, New York 13502

Open 9 A.M. – 9 P.M.
Mon. – Sat.

Sunday 12 P.M. -5 P.M.
(315) 732–8915
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Precision Collision
  Full Collision Repair

Complete Mechanical & 
Suspension Repair
Engine Diagnostics

John Ollerenshaw - Owner
902 Third Ave., Utica, New York 13501 

 Tel: (315) 732-2597

SCAMPONE
REAL ESTATE
THE DIFFERENCE

YOU DESERVE

315-797-7100, Office
315-794-9096, Cell       315-733-9796,  Residence

CAROL SCAMPONE, BROKER/OWNER

932 South Street
Corner of Hammond Ave., 

Utica, NY 13501
Tel. 724-6714

www.EannaceFuneralHome.com

In s e r r a’s
FLOORING OUTLET

Route 49 Plaza • River Road, Marcy

768-0222

The The BIGBIG Store! Store!

315-724-4469 
www.adreanfuneralservices.com

Charles J. Adrean, 
Owner/Funeral Director

Service by 
people 

you know 
and trust

Anthony Matt
Owner/Director

700 Rutger Street, Utica, NY 13501
(315) 724-0218

MattFuneralHome.com

FREE DELIVERY TO YOUR DOOR
“Try Us, You’ll Like Us”

485 French Road - 315-792-4669   
1256 Albany St. - 315-735-3525

350 Leland Avenue - (Big Lots Plaza)
315-624-9988 • Parkwaydrugs.com

Parkway Drugs

Mt. Carmel Apartments
Now accepting applications 

forsubsidized housing.
Must be 62 or older

Mt. Carmel Apartments
659 Catherine St., Utica, NY 13501

(315) 797–1050

Please support our advertisers and mention 
you saw their ad here.

Contact Renee Puchalski  
to place an ad today! 

rpuchalski@4LPi.com or  
(800) 477-4574 x6453


