


  Our Seminarians:



                              SAYING GOODBYE TO SOMETHING 
In life we come across some things that make us say goodbye in a hard way. Such 
situations may surface at graduations, funerals, and other significant moments of 
transition. Some may recall the childhood favorite names that are a common reality 
for humans all over the world, even among the Maasai people of Kenya from where 
I come. Saying goodbye to people, places, and things we care about can be compli-
cated. On one hand, we may fear losing closeness and connection, what will life be 
like without this or that source of meaning? On the other hand, we may feel grate-
ful both for what was and for what could be. Possibilities could be plentiful each 
time a person steps into a new chapter. 

Reflect on the story of the rich man who asked Jesus, “Good teacher, what must I 
do to inherit eternal life?” and his reaction when our Lord told him, “you are lack-
ing in one thing, go, sell what you have, and give to the poor.” At that statement the 
face of the rich man fell, and he went away sad, for he had many possessions. This 
man had a hard time saying goodbye to his possessions. Not only did individual 
items hold meaning for him, but in those years it is said that his society viewed ma-
terial wealth as a sign of spiritual virtue. The rich man was living what he thought 
to be a good holy life blessed by God. So, Jesus’ asking him to go and sell what he 
had and give to the poor must have floored the rich man. 

We probably criticize the man for feeling sad about this call, as if a major life move 
was not supposed to have an effect on him. But that is not how the human heart 
works.

Our Lord’s request is radical. Answering his call to “come, follow me” means giv-
ing up much and gaining even more. Even so, the transition into deeper discipleship 
leads us towards what St. Ignatius of Loyola calls holy indifference, a practice that 
may feel strange for many. St. Ignatius of Loyola describes holy indifference as the 
freedom to love God above all else. It is said that people who practice holy indiffer-
ence still care about the things of this world- people, places, objects, and experienc-
es, but they are detached enough that they can leave behind the things that pull 
them away from God and invest in the things that bring them closer to God. Grow-
ing in relationship with God is the end goal to which all things point. Such detach-
ment often requires saying goodbye, which can be hard. The rich man’s sadness in 
the story of our Lord makes sense. 

Luckily, Jesus promises his presence every step of the way. Neither the rich man 
nor any of us will ever have to say a hard goodbye to the Son of God. Jesus assures 
all of us that together with our neighbors, we will enter the heavenly kingdom. To-
gether we will experience the glory of God’s kingdom overflowing with grace and 
promises of salvation.

Our Lord continues to frame the kingdom work as a team effort. The rich man 
obeyed important commandments, but his focus stayed on himself “all of these I 
have observed from my youth” and “what must I do to inherit eternal life”? he 
asked? Despite good intention, the rich man falls prey to an eternal mistake: he 
thinks he can achieve salvation on his own. He relies on himself instead of God, 
believing that salvation is yet another possession to gain rather than a gift to inherit. 
Jesus turns the man’s focus back to relationships. God will bring about everlasting 
life. Giving to the poor will lead to treasure in heaven. The journey of transfor-
mation into deeper discipleship can be painful, no doubt. There will be discomfort 
and even suffering as the practice of holy indifference takes root in our hearts. The 
weight of the cross is always heavy, yet with Christ and his Body by our side, we 
can set our sights on God’s kingdom and resurrection with hope. Christ promises us 
“all things are possible for God.”  

Fr. Symon



Once again K of C Trinity Council #4618 has kicked 
off our 10th Annual Fund Drive, which runs through 
the months of  September & October, to support 
"Coats for Kids". Since 2012 Webster Knights of Co-
lumbus has been able to purchase 1896 NEW Winter 
Coats for distribution through many charitable organi-
zations, schools, & churches, to children of need 
throughout Monroe & Wayne Counties. 
Each coat is purchased new, at a cost of $23.50. If 

you would like to help, Trinity Council is asking for 
your most generous donation, by making a check 
payable to Knights of Columbus #4618 and sending 
it to:   
“Coats for Kids”                                                                                                                            
c/o J. S. Coon, Chairman                                                                                                     
230 Champion Ave.                                                                                                            
Webster, New York 14580 

St. Maximilian Kolbe 
           Parish 
SENIOR CITIZEN MASS 
AND BREAKFAST

You are cordially invited to 
attend the annual Senior 

Citizen Mass and Breakfast on Saturday, Octo-
ber 23, 2021. A special mass for our senior citi-
zens will be celebrated at 9:00 am at St. Mary's 
followed by breakfast in the parish center for 
anyone 65 years and up. Individual invitations 
will not be sent out this year so please RSVP 
for the breakfast by Monday, October 18th by 
calling the office at 315-524-2611 or e-mailing 
the church at ostmarys@dor.org. Please let us 
know if you need a ride.
Also, if you are able to help on the day of the 
breakfast with serving please call the office and 
name and phone number.  
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THIS SPACE IS

FR. SYMON JUBILEE SCHOOL
IIs a 501(C)(s a 501(C)(3) 3) 

Non-Prof i t  Organizat ionNon-Prof i t  Organizat ion
Donations are Tax-ExemptDonations are Tax-Exempt
5823 Walworth Road, Ontario, NY

585-613-8187
frntaiyia@yahoo.com

Visit: www.frntaiyiajubileeschool.org

GILSON & 
TOBIN DDS
6200 Slocum Road
Ontario, NY 14519

315-524-7433
gilsontobindds.com

Healthy Smiles Begin With Us

Ontario-Palmyra-Macedon
315-524-4621

Deli Dept • Meat Dept. • Produce Dept. • Bakery Dept.
ATM Banking • Debit • Public Assistance 

Western Union • Money Orders • Coinstar • WIC

Bill Paton- Owner
Full Service Grocery

Open Daily: Mon-Sat 7am-9pm
Sunday 8am-9pm

 109 West Main Street
 Sodus, NY 14551
 Tel: 315-483-4127
 Fax: 315-483-2165

PPZSupermarkets@yahoo.com

Sodus Insurance 
Agency

13 West Main St.
483-6905

Auto – Home – Business
and Financial Services

LNB Ontario Office
6280 Furnace Road, Suite 200

315.524.9661
BankwithLNB.com

Member FDIC
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208 Route 88 South • Newark, NY 14513
(315) 331-5282 • terraceatnewark.com
 “Wayne County’s first choice in Assisted 

Living & Memory Care services”

An Assisted Living Community

“Serving all families with
dignity and compassion”

Robert L. Yost - Owner/Director
315-597-2416 | BYost37@aol.com

www.rlyostfuneralhome.com
123 West Main Street, Palmyra, New York

Robert L. Yost
Funeral Home, Inc.

DERRICK MONUMENT CO.
CEMETERY MEMORIALS

Local Representative
Murphy Funeral Home

Ridge Road  
ONT (315) 524-4621

www.derrickmonumentcompany.com

 CONCORD
  Rt. 31 West, Newark-Palmyra Rd.
  Newark, NY
  www.concordford.net  
 315-331-3223 or 585-232-6550

SALES
SERVICE
LEASING

PROPANE | FUEL OIL | GASOLINE

111 Holmes St. •  Palmyra, New York 14522
www.blazeyinc.com • www.mainenergyinc.com

315-597-5121

Residential • Commercial
Rolloffs • Drop Off Facility
Bottle Redemption Center

5076 Route 31, Newark, NY 14513
315-331-3889

www.kddisposal.com

 Call us today for a FREE thorough
 Roof and Attic Inspection
 Roof Repairs · Metal & Shingle Roofs 
 Insulation & More
 25% OFF Gutters 
 & Gutter Guards
 (limited time offer)

 www.StellarRoofing.com
 (585) 888-ROOF

Contact James McGee to place an ad today! 
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429


