
 

           One Catholic Family  
           St Francis        St Mary        St Matthew 

                     Parish Office   229 W Yates Street  E Syracuse, NY   13057  
                       (315) 437-8318       M-Th  9am-4pm       Closed Friday 

         Pastor: Rev Stephen P. Wirkes   Dc Dean Brainard   Dc Joseph Lupia 

  

January 5, 2025 



 

December 22, 2024 
 

  *  St Matthew’s     $   4,029 
     
  *  St Mary       $    
    Not available at time of print 
  *  St Francis      $  
    Not available at time of print 
 ************************************************ 

*  The Sunday envelope, loose and on-line 
donations. This, and all other sources of income  

(and expenses) are found in the detailed  
Profit / Loss Statement listed in the  

bulletin monthly. 

Weekly Offering 

Pregnant??    
Confused?? 
We can help 

 

New Hope Family Services 
www.newhopefamilyservices.com 

(315) 437-8300 
3619 James Street, Syracuse   13206 

 

Birthright of Syracuse 
www.birthrightsyr.org 

(315) 479-5807 
346 N Midler Ave  #46, Syracuse   13206 

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION LETTER: if you need a 
copy of your total contributions for 2024 for tax 
purposes, please fill out the form below, place it 
in the collection basket, and one will be mailed to 
you. PLEASE do not submit a request by 
phone. If this form is not submitted, you will not 
receive a letter automatically. Statements will go 
out starting February1, 2024. 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 

 St Matt’s        St Mary        St Francis 
 
 
 
NAME_______________________________ 
ADDRESS___________________________ 
____________________________________ 
PHONE #____________________________ 
ENVELOPE NUMBER   __________ 

Prayer for the  
Prince of Peace for the Family 

 
O Jesus, King of the world: 

You entered our lives hidden and  
humble in a Bethlehem cave.  

Now, hidden in the Host, you come. 
 

O Jesus in the Eucharist: 
Let the rays of your love flood my soul,  

and the soul of every person in my family.  
With your saving power, Jesus, cast out all  
anxiety, unforgivieness, addiction, pride,  
impurity, confusion, hatred and despair.  

Pierce the darkness with your light and fill  
us with your presence. 

 
O Jesus in the Eucharist,  

King filled with compassion:  
Come, reign in my family. 
O Jesus in the Eucharist,  
King of infinite mercy: 

Come, reign in my family. 
O Jesus in the Eucharist,  

King who is all truth and beauty: 
Come, reign in my family. 

 
Mary, Mother of God, 

Saint Joseph, protector of the Holy Family: 
Help us to love Jesus and to entrust  

ourselves completely in him. 
 

O Jesus in the Eucharist, Prince of Peace: 
Come, reign in us! 

Amen. 
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9am-12:30 
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10:30am SF Book  
      Club ZOOM 
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9:30-noon SMFP 
1-3 Rosary  
         Makers 
6:30pm SFAPC    
   Choir Practice 
   SMA & SF 
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6:30 Men’s Grp   
 

 

9 
9:30-noon SMFP 
 
2-4 Craft Club 
6-8 Women’s   
         Group 
 
7pm BINGO 

10 
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12 
9:30-noon  
   Rel Ed SMAPC 
   Gr 7-10 
 
1pm Baptism 
 
 

13  
9am-12:30 
     SM 2nd Time     
     Around Store 
 
10:30am SF Book  
     Club ZOOM 
 
6-7pm @ SMAPC 
Gr 1-6 Rel Ed 

14 
9:30-noon SMFP 
 
5:30-7pm 
   Heaven’s Ptry 
 
6:30pm SFAPC  
   Choir Practice 
    SMA & SF 

15 
9:30-11:30 &  
     4-5:30 SFFP 
1-3 Connections 
 
10-11 & 6-7  
   Heaven’s Ptry 
 
6:30 Men’s  Gr 

16 
9:30-noon SMFP 
 
2-4 Craft Club 
6-8 Women’s   
         Group 
 
7pm BINGO 

17 18 

OUR STAINED GLASS WINDOWS ~  
Saint Theresa 

Donated by Mrs Elizabeth Latsch in memory of her husband William Latsch 

 

Location: North side of Saint Matthew’s Chuch 
 

 Therese of Lisieux - born Marie Françoise-Thérèse Martin; 2 January 1873 – 30 September 
1897), in religion Therese of the Child Jesus and the Holy Face (Thérèse de l'Enfant Jésus et de la 
Sainte Face), was a French Discalced Carmelite who is widely venerated in modern times. She is  
popularly known in English as the Little Flower of Jesus, or simply the Little Flower. 
 

 Therese has been a highly influential model of sanctity for Catholics and for others because of the 
simplicity and practicality of her approach to the spiritual life. She is one of the most popular saints in 
the history of the church, although she was obscure during her lifetime. Pope Pius X called her "the 
greatest saint of modern times". 
 

 Therese felt an early call to religious life and, after overcoming various obstacles, in 1888, at the 
early age of 15, she became a nun and joined two of her elder sisters in the cloistered Carmelite  
community of Lisieux, Normandy (another sister, Céline, also later joined the order). After nine years  
as a Carmelite nun, having fulfilled various offices such as sacristan and assistant to the novice  
mistress, in her last eighteen months in Carmel she fell into a night of faith, in which she is said to  
have felt Jesus was absent and been tormented by doubts that God existed. Therese died at the  
age of 24 from tuberculosis. 
 

 After her death, Therese became known globally through her spiritual memoir, The Story of a Soul, 
which explains her theology of the "Little Way". As a result of her immense popularity and reputation for 
holiness, she was quickly beatified and canonized by Pope Pius XI, who completed the process just 28 
years after her death. In 1997, Pope John Paul II declared her a Doctor of the Church. Her feast day in 
the General Roman Calendar was 3 October from 1927 until it was moved in 1969 to 1 October. She is 
well known throughout the world, with the Basilica of Lisieux being the second most popular place of 
pilgrimage in France after Lourdes. 
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9:30-noon SMFP 
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         Makers 
 
6:30pm SFAPC 
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6:30 Men’s    
       Group 

16 
9:30-noon SMFP 
 
2-4 Craft Club 
6-8 Women’s   
         Group 
 
7pm BINGO 

24 25 
 

J
A

N
U

A
R

Y
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_name
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Discalced_Carmelites
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Pius_X
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vocational_discernment_in_the_Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cloister
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lisieux
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Normandy
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dark_Night_of_the_Soul#In_Roman_Catholic_spirituality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tuberculosis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_Pius_XI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pope_John_Paul_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doctor_of_the_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Roman_Calendar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basilica_of_Sainte-Th%C3%A9r%C3%A8se,_Lisieux
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanctuary_of_Our_Lady_of_Lourdes


 

SAINT  Lawrence Justinian 
Feast Day: January 8  

 This saint’s mother committed herself to her children’s  
education and growth in virtue. Little Lawrence was so focused 
on serious things however, that his good mother became  
concerned that he might be prideful. He told her humbly that he 
just wanted to be a saint and live with God for eternity, and so 
he kept that thought in mind all the time. Wisdom remained the 
hallmark of his life. 
 At nineteen, a vision of divine wisdom inspired him to  
embrace wisdom as his “spouse.” Drawn to religious life, he 
tested his vocation by practicing its mortifications at home. 
Though his family sought to arrange a marriage for him, he 

joined an Augustinian community, where he was eventually ordained  
a priest. His most famous spiritual work is titled The Chaste and  
Spiritual Marriage of the Word and the Soul. 
 After becoming archbishop of Venice, he remained humble and 
committed to the practices of religious life. “He drew from his prayer 
life the light, vigor and courage to direct the diocese as easily as if it 
had been a single, well-regulated monastery .” He generously gave 
practical necessities to the poor, and specially sought out those to 
proud or shy to ask for help. His main care was for spiritual needs, 
however and he was considered an expert peacemaker. Lawrence 
died, by request, on a bed of straw. 
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 Although little is known about the Three Wise Men, tradition provides 
us with their names: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar. The Epiphany  
celebrates the moment Christ, the ultimate gift, was made known to the 
Three Wise Men and thus the Gentiles. Their journey is central to the Feast 
of the Three Kings 2024, highlighting the global acknowledgment of Jesus 
as the Messiah.  
 Tradition venerates the Three Wise Men as saints, including because 
they not only recognized Christ but also revealed him to the world. Their visit  
symbolizes the Gentiles finding Jesus (Isa. 11:10; Matt. 28:18-20) and  
expressing, through their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, who he is: King, 
God, and Savior (Isa. 60:6; Matt. 2:11). In doing so, they show that Christ himself 
 is the greatest gift to all humanity.  
 The term “Epiphany,” based on the Greek word meaning “manifestation” or 
“revelation,” commemorates key events in the life of Christ: the visitation of the 
Three Wise Men, the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, and Christ’s first public 
miracle at Cana. Each reflects a moment of divine revelation.  
 Traditional Epiphany celebrations commence and overlap with the continued  
Christmas season, with both culminating on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. 
Christmas decorations often remain until Epiphany or the Baptism of the Lord,  
emphasizing the enduring joy of Christ’s birth. 
The following day we transition into ordinary time. 

Thank you for those  
who cooked, served, 
cleaned…..For the 

Breakfast with Santa. 
We will be donating  

$1,900 to the  
BUILD A BED  

organization who 
makes beds for those 

without. 
 

We would also like to 
thank those who  

decorated our 3 altars 
for the Christmas  

season. They were  
utterly beautiful. You 

never cease to amaze. 

https://www.catholic.com/magazine/online-edition/why-jesus-was-baptized


 

Sunday, January 12 @ St Francis   
9:30am  Carolyn Cristantelli ~ Randy Calamari 

Sunday, January 12 @ St Mary 
11am Mike Sanson ~ Family 
 Bob Kelty ~ Cardinals Fan 

Saturday  January 11 @ St Matthew’s 
4:30pm Joseph Civilette ~ Anne & Mike Civilette 
 Sallie Thornton ~  Mimma Cambareri 
 Val Gagnon ~ Flo & Gloria Palmieri 
 
Sunday, January 12 @ St. Matthew’s  
8am Norena Higgins ~ Friends of Tim 
 Mike Volcko ~ Ed & MaryLou Ryfun 
 Mike Russell ~ Bennett Family 

If you would like to request specific 
dates for Mass intentions (i.e. 

anniversary, birthday), please call  
or send your request at least  

3-5 months in advance.  If preferred 
Mass dates and times are  

unavailable, the next available  

Sacrament of Penance 
(Confession) 

 

Saturdays     @ St Matthew’s    
        3:30-4:15pm 

       Sundays   @ St Mary 
                     after 11am mass 

PLEASE PRAY  
FOR OUR  

RECENTLY DECEASED 
 

Irene Josniak 
Sandra Sierzputkowski 

George L Wood 

Fred Bennink, Helen Berger, Margie Bowhall,  
Frank & Sandy Bryant, Dee Buell, Nancy Cassella,  

Michelle Cayea, Joanne Colosi,  
Tiffany Conboy, James, Chuck Davidson,  

Pat & Debora Dygert, Teddy Emch-Paone, Louise 
Flynn, Chuck Gaspe, Terri Gonsiewski, Sam Magari, 
Anne McCarthy, Josie Mills, John Mirabito, Andrew 

Paulus, MaryJo Russell, Pat & Chuck Samora,  
Al Smith, Richard Spagnolo, Helen Timmins,  
Sandy & Dennis Van Auken, Chet Waskiewicz 

MEMORY CANDLE 
Would you like a candle lit  
for the week in memory of  

a loved one?  Call the office  
at (315) 437-8318 

Available at all 3 churches. 

Please pray for the souls of the people for whom  
Mass will be offered this coming week 

Weekend Mass Schedule  

St Mary’s CEMETERY 
OFFICE HOURS  

@ St. Mary’s Parish Center 
MONDAY EVENINGS    

6pm~ 7pm or by appointment   
Laura Cavanaugh  
@ 315-345-8007 

Monday, January 6 @ St Francis   
9am Marie Haircut ~ Sherri Cheline & Mary Meier 

Reminder: St Mary and  
St Matthew’s churches  

are open Monday—Friday 
 from 9am to 3pm. 

A candle has been lit at 

St. Matthew’s for 

Mike Russell 

(Rodgers Family) 

Friday, January 10 @ St Matthew’s 
9am Mike Russell ~ Tom Russell 

Wednesday, January 8 @ St Mary 
11am Richard & Jennie Theoret ~ Children 



 

PARISH  OFFICE  HOURS 
Monday ~ Thursday   9am ~ 4pm 

OR by appointment — 

Please call the parish office regarding any of the following: 
 

BAPTISM: arrangements made 2 months prior and parents 
required to attend baptism class for the 1st child prior to 
Baptism.  
 

MARRIAGE: Arrangements made at least 6 months in advance.  
 

HOSPITALIZED PARISHIONERS: Please notify the rectory 
when a family member is admitted to a hospital or nursing home 
so the clergy can provide for their spiritual needs. 
 

COMMUNION: to sick/shut-in at anytime. 
REGISTRATION/NEW MEMBERS:  Please call the office. 

PARISH OFFICE MAILING ADDRESS: 
(at St Matthew’s) 

229 W Yates Street 
East Syracuse, New York   13057 

 

   Parish Office          315-437-8318 
      

E-mail addresses: 
  St Matthew’s              St Mary’s  

stmatth1@twcny.rr.com stmarys2@twcny.rr.com 
St Francis of Assisi  

Use either of the above email addresses           
 

Website:  www.faithalive1.com 

Pastor        Rev Stephen P. Wirkes             315-437-8318 
Deacon        Dc Dean Brainard     dbrainard@syrdio.org    315-437-8318 
Deacon/Business Manager   Dc. Joseph Lupia, Jr.    jlupia@syrdio.org      315-437-8318 
Administrative Assistant   JoAnn Binion      stmatth1@twcny.rr.com    315-437-8318 
Administrative Assistant   Anne Kolozsvary     stmarys2@twcny.rr.com    315-437-8318 
Buildings / Grounds    Tom Lupia                 315-437-8318 
Faith Formation Coordinator   Gary Krajacic       gkrajacic@syrdio.org     315-254-9804 
      Assistant Coordinator  Anne Karkruff      akarkruff@syrdio.org     315-437-8318 
Cemetery Director    Laura Cavanaugh     lcavanaugh@syrdio.org    315-345-8007 
Music Directors     SM  Mike McClelland             315-278-7862 
         SMA / SF   Lynne Stocker            315-725-8510 

St Mary’s CEMETERY  
OFFICE HOURS  

@ St. Mary’s Parish Center 
 

MONDAY EVENINGS    
6pm~ 7pm or by appointment   

Laura Cavanaugh @ 315-345-8007     

  HELP               You can make cash or  

   OUR                          check donations  
payable to specific pantry  

and drop in collection basket  
or mail to parish office at  

229 W Yates Street  
East Syracuse, NY   13057 

St Matthew’s 2nd Time Around Store / Food Pantry  
600 W Manlius Street          315-438-8635 

 
                PANTRY HOURS:  

T / Th  9:30am-noon 
2nd TIME AROUND STORE  HOURS 

                           Mondays      9am ~ 12:30pm 

HEAVEN’s PANTRY 
 at Minoa United Methodist Church 

3rd Wednesday of month  
10-11am & 6-7pm 

Bridgeport Food Pantry  
at St Francis Church 

3rd Wednesday of the month  
9:30-11:30am & 4-5:30pm 
FRESH FOOD GIVEAWAY  

4th Wednesday of the month @3pm 

PARISH TRUSTEES   
ST MATTHEW    ST MARY       ST FRANCIS 
Jean Sajna     Toni Carguello         Mike Stocker 

Mike Riley     Kathleen Lanphear        Joe Group 

Saint      Saint     Saint 
Matthew’s   Mary     Francis 
Rosemary    Dan Barowski   Laura 
  Backenstross  Toni Carguello     Cavanaugh 
Jim Donnelly  Kathy Lanphear  Darlene 
Mike Riley   Jim Mostrom     Cristantielli 
Jean Sajna      Joe Group 
         Mike Stocker 
 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Matthew’s, Syracuse, NY 06-0321

BURIAL  á  CREMATION  á  PREPLAN
Our Locations: Fayetteville, Manlius & Minoa

(315) 637-3214 | www.SCHEPPFAMILY.com

WINGS • SUBS • SALADS
332 Costello Pkwy, Minoa

656-9000

Family Owned and Operated 
Repairs • Installation

Wholesale
6255 Old Fremont Rd, E Syracuse

 656-3690 622-1270
fax: 656-3691

www.senkes.com

IF YOU LIVE ALONE You Need

4 Ambulance 4 Police 4 Family  
        4 GPS & Fall Alert

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

MDMedAlert!™

At HOME and AWAY!

800.808.9294
CALL NOW!

Bernard J. Brzostek, CAI
Licensed Real Estate Broker and Certified Auctioneer 

Real Estate, Estates, Businesses & more!
No Commission charged to Sellers on Real Estate Auctions!

www.askbernie.com
Call: Bernie’s SELL # (315) 447-5177

AUCTION SERVICE, INC.
REAL ESTATE AUCTION CO., INC.

We do Auctions anywhere in NY!

LET’S GROW  
YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish! 

CONTACT ME  
Christopher Guldager

cguldager@4LPi.com 
 (800) 477-4574 x6829



New York

CatholicMatch.com/NY

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Matthew’s, Syracuse, NY 06-0321

 INJURED?
 Ask DAN SMITH 
 Nicholas, Perot, Smith, Welch & Smith 
 ATTORNEYS AT LAW
 Parishioner & President of N.P.S.W.S
 Auto Injuries ~ Nursing Home Neglect
 Workplace Injuries ~ Medical Errors
 Social Security/Disability
 (315) 453-9426 • Toll Free: (800) 248-2827 
 www.askdanfree.com

2718 James Street
Syracuse, NY 13206

Phone: 315-463-0621  
Fax: 315-463-7703

e-mail: karl@lutzmonuments.com
www.lutzmonuments.com

John’s
service center

Quality Auto Service
All Types of Auto Repair

TIRES • BATTERIES • TOWING
422 Kinne St.

463-1080

202 N. Center Street
East Syracuse, NY

Complete Insurance Services
437–2983 

www.crowleyinsurance.com

Crowley
Insurance Agency, Inc.

  Affordable 
 McLaughlin & Kehoe
 INSURANCE

AUTO - HOME
AMKagency.com

437-2821

Proudly Serving the East Syracuse &
surrounding Community Since 1915

315-437-3521
Mark C. Bentz, Parishioner

TRADITIONAL FUNERALS,
CREMATIONS AND

PREARRANGEMENTS
www.delaneygreabelladydanfh.com

315-565-6032
scottceriolaw.com

311 N MAIN STREET 
NORTH SYRACUSE, NY

LAW OFFICE 
of 

SCOTT CERIO

Right
to Life

Topsoil • Garden Mix • Crushed Stone 
Bark Mulch • Excavation & Landscaping

Hydroseeding • Brushogging
Complete Site Development - 7 Day Service

 ACTION
 TOPSOIL

COSTELLO PARKWAY • PO BOX 20
MINOA, NEW YORK 13116

Office: 315-656-7343

Edmond J ThEobald
Financial ServiceS

Investment Planning
for Families & Businesses

5793 Widewaters Pkwy
Syracuse, NY 13214

315-449-0970 • Cell: 315-391-9155
etheobald@hazardsiegel.com

Registered Representative of and securities offered through 
Hazard & Siegel Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC


