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Statement from Bishop Salvatore R. Matano 

to the Faithful Regarding COVID-19, the Coronavirus Disease, 
and the Suspension of Public Masses in the Diocese of Rochester 

 

March 16, 2020   
Monday of the Third Week of Lent 

 

Due to growing concerns, ongoing medical advice, as well as continuing local and state government 
restrictions in social settings to limit the rapid spread of the Coronavirus, COVID-19, all public Masses in the 
Diocese of Rochester are suspended until further notice, effective immediately, March 16, 2020.  Churches 
however, will remain accessible for private prayer, pending further regulations and as feasible in local situa-
tions, at the discretion of the pastor/administrator. 

 

 At this time, funerals and weddings may be celebrated; however, no more than 50 people may 
be in attendance in accord with the state of New York’s March 16, 2020 limit on crowd capacity, and strictly 
following the precautions previously stated by the Diocese of Rochester on March 12, 2020.  Further re-
strictions may change these guidelines as we go forward. 

 

These steps are being taken out of a grave concern for the safety and protection of all concerned.  This 
decision is truly grave and imposes a great sacrifice upon our people who deeply love the Sacrament of the 
Most Holy Eucharist.  I ask our priests to offer Mass each day, without the presence of the faithful, fulfilling 
their scheduled Mass intentions, as well as praying for all entrusted to their pastoral care.  “In the mystery of 
the Eucharistic Sacrifice, in which priests fulfill their greatest task, the work of our redemption is being con-
stantly carried on; and hence the daily celebration of mass is strongly urged, since even if there cannot be pre-
sent a number of the faithful, it is still an act of Christ and of the Church.” (Presbyterorum Ordinis, no. 13; Cf. 
Code of Canon Law, c. 904). 

 

I encourage all Catholics and all God’s people to continue to pray for the community, especially those 
who are sick, and for the most vulnerable, for our medical community and our government and health leaders 
who are guiding us in this emergency.  Please also remember those whose lives have been otherwise disrupted, 
especially anyone who has lost income from a loss of work during this difficult time.  May Jesus Christ, the 
Divine Physician, grant us health and bring us to a resolution of this universal pandemic.  May Mary, Our 
Mother, protect us. 

 

Further updates will be provided as needed. 

 



Fourth Sunday of Lent 

FROM THE PASTOR           15 March 2020 

AT HOME DURING THE CORONAVIRUS:  This time at home is a great opportunity to really grow in love, 
in communication, and in learning about our faith. Consider using www.formed.org. Formed is "Catholic Net-
flix" and is yours for free by simply signing up with Parish Code HYWDPM.  Remember to read! And don't just 
read anything; read the best of books, including the Bible and the other religious books that are being used in 
faith formation. Reading a part of the Bible together at meals or sharing a Hi/Low (high point of the day and low
-point of the day) is an incredible way to jump-start your faith at home.  
 Should Masses ever be canceled in the future, or you are sick and cannot attend Mass, consider the many 
ways to stay connected to daily and weekly worship. Catholic radio at 88.7FM has Catholic Mass at 8 am each 
day, every day. EWTN cable channel (44 Spectrum in Auburn) has Mass televised daily at 8 am and 12 noon. 
There are also many Catholic parishes that have livestreamed or recently recorded Masses on YouTube, like 
https://tinyurl.com/vroxmrr. It's always possible to make a Spiritual Communion if you cannot receive the Ho-
ly Eucharist for whatever reason: https://tinyurl.com/tyn8zmp. St. Mary's has a prayer-line (315-209-8561) 
which you can call and ask for prayers.  Do not hesitate to contact us for the Sacrament of Reconciliation or the 
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick in situations of legitimate need.  
 If you are healthy and have time, please consider alerting the parish office if you wish to help out by vol-
unteering to assist those in particular need. We cannot foresee precisely how this would look, but want to have a 
sense of willing volunteers just in case. Also, let us know if you are in need of help. Really! We are church, 
which means we are more than just a club that gathers for an hour on Sunday; we are a family, the family of 
God. We can't guarantee that we can meet all needs, but we can always pray for you, help connect you with oth-
ers who can help. Love will keep us together, and guide us through any trial! Email fr.justin.miller@dor.org. 
 Finally, with all the rapid changes, our parish now has a group text-message service to keep everyone in-
formed in real-time about events, encouragement, etc. If you wanted to be enrolled in this service and receive 
updates via text-message, contact fr.justin.miller@dor.org and include your full name and cell phone number.  
Mary, Our Mother, Health of the Sick, pray for us! 

 The coronavirus pandemic is confusing and 
frightening for hundreds of millions of people. Here 
is a summary of reflections on the Coronavirus from 
a Christian perspective by Fr. James Martin, S.J.  
  Resist panic. Panic and fear are not from 
God. Calm and hope are. It is possible to respond to 
a crisis seriously and deliberately while maintaining 
an inner sense of calm and hope. Panic, by confusing 
and frightening us, is not coming from God. What is 
coming from God? St. Ignatius tells us: God’s spirit 
“stirs up courage and strength, consolations, inspira-
tions and tranquility.” So we should trust in the calm 
and hope we feel. That is the voice to listen to. 
 Do not demonize. Resist the temptation to 
demonize or scapegoat.  Covid-19 is not a “foreign” 
disease. It is no one’s “fault.” The people who be-
come infected are not to blame. Remember that Jesus 
was asked about a blind man: “Who sinned, that this 
man was born blind?” Jesus’ response: “No one” (Jn 
9:2). Illness is not a punishment. Many things have 
been cancelled because of the coronavirus. Love is 
not one of them. 
 Care for the sick. Do what we can to help 
others, especially the elderly, disabled, poor and iso-
lated. Take the necessary precautions; don’t be reck-
less and don’t risk spreading the disease.  “I was 
sick, and you came to visit me,” said Jesus (Mt 25). 

Part of the Christian tradition is caring for the sick, 
even at some personal cost. We should keep our 
heart open to all those in need. Don’t let our con-
science become infected, too. 
 Pray. Many people are staying away from 
Mass because they are sick or fear the coronavirus.  
That is a prudent thing to do. What can one do in-
stead? There are many televised and livestreamed 
Masses available. There is also the longstanding tra-
dition in our church of making a “spiritual commun-
ion,” when, if we cannot participate in the Mass in 
person, we unite ourselves with God in prayer. We 
can meditate on the Sunday Gospel on our own, 
gather our family to talk about the Gospel or call 
friends and share your experiences of how God is 
present to you. Remember too that the church is not a 
building. It is the community. 
 Trust that God is with us. During his public 
ministry Jesus spent a great deal of time with those 
who were sick. Jesus knew the world of illness.  
Jesus, then, understands all the fears and worries that 
we have. Jesus understands us, not only because he is 
divine and understands all things but because he is 
human and experienced all things. We should go to 
him in prayer and trust that he hears us and is with 
us.   ~ Fr. Lioi 
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STEWARDSHIP of TREASURE 

 
 

Thank you for your regular and make-up 
sacrifices. 

  
Envelopes 
Loose Money 
Elect. Trans. 
Children 
Total 
 

Bp. Hickey 
Cath. Courier 

DEACON’S CORNER:  The Psychology of Religion might best be 
summarized by paraphrasing G. K. Chesterton: 'psychology (Christianity) 
has (not) been tried and found wanting but Christianity has been found 
difficult and left untried'. This has not gone unnoticed by some in the field 
of psychology who have tried to promote a positive and strength based 
approach building on virtue and meaning development in one's life to 
quell anxiety and depression. The problem is most psychologist today are 
professionally afraid to offer positive  psychology in the light of Christ 
who is the Divine Psychologist. As a result we get watered down and 
piecemeal approaches that treat mind but miss the heart were true 
happiness is found. Still there is value in Positive Psychology as a starting 
point for many on their journey back to God which will be discussed next 
week.     ~ Deacon Dennis Donahue 

 

BSC DOORWAY TELE-MINISTRY OPTION: During the coming 
weeks Bl. Solanus Casey Doorway Ministry will continue drop-in hours 
on Saturday mornings following the 9 AM Mass at St. Francis Church. 
Additionally, Dcn. Dennis, a NYS licensed MH counselor, will provided 
the option for brief existential counseling by telephone. Simply call 315 
406 1538 and leave a voicemail or text him at this number. Dcn. Dennis 
will try to respond back within 24 hours to set a time to meet over the 
phone. If you know individuals who are self quarantined and anxious/
depressed please share this information with them. 
 

FAITH IN THE FAMILY:  When infants are baptized, parents, with 
the help of the godparents, assume responsibility for raising the child as a 
follower of Jesus. The process of maturation in the faith is much like the 
example found in the story of the man born blind. The man is cured of his 
blindness, a symbol of his sin. Each time he meets someone after the 
healing, the man comes to a deeper awareness of who Jesus is. In a simi-
lar way, we who are baptized continue to mature in faith as our relation-
ship with and knowledge about Jesus grows. This Wednesday, on the 
Feast of the Annunciation, 50 young people and 10 adults will take a step 
in their faith journey when they receive the Sacrament of Confirmation 
from Bishop Matano. Although the Sacrament of Confirmation completes 
our initiation into the Catholic Church, the learning and growing as disci-
ples never ends. Please pray for our confirmation candidates, sponsors, 
and their families that they will always seek to grow in relationship with 
our Lord and His Church. And may we all use these remaining weeks of 
Lent as a time to learn something new about our Catholic Faith.    
     ~ Carlo Stebbings 

CATHOLIC MINISTRIES AP-
PEAL: As of 3/17/20, 290 parish-
ioners have pledged $63,270 or 
89% toward our parish quota of 
$70,717.  We only have about  
$7,500 more to go.  Those who 
have not yet given have an oppor-
tunity to do so today.  Those who 
already have made a pledge are in-
vited to consider increasing it.  

Mar. 8, 2020 
$7,233.00 

804.00 
1,674.00 

6.00 
$9,717.00 

 

$109.00 
$64.00 

Mar. 15, 2020 
$4,464.00 

748.30 
228.00 

3.00 
$5,443.30 

 

$5.00 
$26.00 

Mass Intentions for this Week Remembered in Priests’ Private Masses 
 

 

The Blessed Sacrament Candle 
for the week of  March 22, 2020 
will burn in memory of: 

 

Robert Hicks by wife Angie 
 

Jill & Michael Giannone  
by Philomena Nardella 

 

Remember in Prayer 
 

Those who have recently died: 
Raymond R. Brown, 

husband of Karen Brown 

Josephine Giannone by Family 
Angelo, Nancy & Michael Cappiello by Family 
In Honor of Barbara Dragone by Family 
Marjorie ‘Sweetie’ Ward by Family 
Bernard P. Oliver by Marilyn Oliver Pacelli 
Anne Marie Vasile Byrd by Family 
Gene Donofrio by Sue Stubbs 

Joseph Hogan by Dr. & Mrs. Patrick Buttarazzi 
Keith Lavey by Steve & Bernice Caruana  
Mr. & Mrs. Frank J. Meyer & Frank C. Meyer 
Sally Corcoran by Jim & Sandy Lent  
For the People of St. Mary’s 
Robert Schramm by Frank Siracusa 
Josephine Basile by Ron & Barb Basile 

We would like to thank 
C-K FAMILY DENTAL 

(315) 253-8891 
for sponsoring an ad in our 

weekly bulletin. 
QUOTES 
The eye through which I see God is the same eye through which God 
sees me; my eye and God’s eye are one eye, one seeing, one knowing, 
one love.      ~ Meister Eckhart 
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Complete Automotive Repair

PET’S AUTO REPAIR
(315) 252-7223
36 York St.
Auburn, NY 13021

 Residential or
 Commercial Paving
 Excavating & Sealing
No Job Too Big or Small • Free Estimates
EarthRoadAsphalt.com

315-253-9060
*WBE Certified*  Over 65 yrs of Knowledge & Service (A SPANO COMPANY)

Commercial & Industrial Wiring
2116 Ellis Drive • Auburn

315-252-6430

ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS

AUBURN FURNITURE SERVICE INC.
MANUFACTURING OF: Furniture • Cabinets

Lumber Sales Rough & Planed
RESTORATION OF: Kitchens • Fine Furniture • Caning

FULLY INSURED

315-253-8752
www.auburnfurnitureservice.com

daveatauburnfurniture@hotmail.com
26 Osborne St. / Auburn, NY • Dave Seneca, Asst. Manager

FOR SERVICE CALL:

(315) 437-0397

Overhead dOOr CO. Of Greater SyraCuSe
www.OHDSYR.com

HEIECK-PELC
Funeral Home, LLC

124 Years of Commitment
Owners: Steven Pelc • Christopher Audioun

42 East Genesee Street         315-252-0141
www.heieckpelcfuneralhome.com

William Techman
Insurance Agent
Auburn, NY
william.techman@bankerslife.com

(315) 729-1287
“I will come to your home or business,
no cost or obligation!”
Long Term Care and Home Care Insurance
Medicare Plans • Medicare Supplement Plans
Specified Disease Insurance
Life Insurance and Annuities and more
These policies have limitations and exclusions. For costs and complete details of coverage, contact your
insurance agent/producer. Medicare supplement insurance policies are underwritten by Colonial Penn Life 
Insurance Company (Philadelphia, PA). Select policies are sold in New York by Bankers Conseco Life
Insurance Company ( Jericho, NY). All other policies are underwritten by Bankers Life and Casualty
Company (Chicago, IL). Colonial Penn, Bankers Life and their licensed agents are not connected with or 
endorsed by the US Government or the federal Medicare program.

PERSONAL CARE AIDE | HOME HEALTH AIDE 
RN CASE MANAGEMENT | 24 HOUR ON-CALL NURSE

SERVICE COORDINATION

69 SOUTH ST
AUBURN NY 13021

www.accesshomecarecny.com

 315-258-2842

  Nancy L. Oplinger, MD 
 Richard J.  Freeman, MD
 Tara A. Brackley, OD

Suite 502, 144 Genesee St., Auburn, NY

FOR AN APPOINTMENT
CALL 315-253-3217

• Your hometown eye doctors
• Accepting new patients (all ages)

• Specializing in cataract surgery,
Glaucoma & all eye diseases

Auburn EyeMDs
Saint Lucy pray for us

ACTIVE PHYSICAL THERAPY SOLUTIONS
• Shoulder/Elbow Pain
• Back/Neck Pain
• Joint Replacement Rehab

• Knee/Hip Pain
• Global Strengthening for Balance
• Plantar Fascitis/Foot Pain

91 Columbus Street, Auburn
Call for an appointment today! 315.515.3117

activeptsolutions.com

WHITE CHAPEL
FUNERAL HOME INC.
The Farrell Family

197 South St.
(315) 258–9101

VITALE INCOME TAX SERVICE
315-253-3553

Mary Ann Vitale    John V. Vitale   Ginny Vitale
13 Dill Street, Auburn

DANIEL R. CUDDY
CPA, CFP*

315.252.3600
WWW.CUDDYFINANCIAL.COM

Sign-up for FREE!
Learn more at KinneyDrugs.com

 SAVE ON ITEMS AND REAP THE REWARDS.
 Get your tHRive® Rewards card today!

  enjoy deals 
  earn points 
  get surprises

Complete Automotive Body Shop
Complete Accident Repairs

Expert Painting • All Makes or Models

 Home Of The Lifetime Warranty 122 Clark St.
 (315) 253-6863 Auburn, NY

“Local Window Replacement Experts”

SIDING
WINDOW & DOOR

315-258-0037 
Visit us online at: 

auburnsidingandwindows.com


