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Dear Members and Friends, 
 
I hope everyone is staying safe and well.  Here we are quickly 
approaching the holiday season, and we still are unable to gather 
with our friends here at the Center.   
 
Although we are unable to gather on this Veterans Day, we wish to 
thank all of our veterans for their service to our great country.  We 
will be forever grateful for your service and dedication. 
 
And again, as has been the case for every holiday since the early 
spring, Thanksgiving will be quite different for many of us.  Despite 
all our restrictions on social gatherings, we still must be thankful for 
all the blessings we have – family and friends, and many freedoms 
that this country has (many of which we have our veterans to thank 
for!) 

Happy Thanksgiving 
 

May your day be filled with peace, happiness, and  love. 
 
 
 
Thank you for being my friend, 
 
Terry Cwynar 
 
President 

Please Note 

Our Center Remains Closed To The Public.  All Of  The Programs 

And Activities We Have Customarily Offered Have Been Cancelled 

Until Further Notice. 
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The History of Veterans Day 
 
 
This article describes how Veterans Day came to be, having been put together with research from a 
number of veteran-related internet websites to ensure accuracy.  The article also describes the 
difference between Veterans Day and Memorial Day, as these two days of commemoration are 
sometimes confused.  All references are given at the end of the piece.  I hope you will enjoy reading 
this article as much as I enjoyed gathering the information to present it here to you.  Linda Gahrman, Senior 
Center Activities Coordinator. 

 

World War I – known at the time as “The Great War” - officially ended when the Treaty of Versailles was 
signed on June 28, 1919, in the Palace of Versailles outside the town of Versailles, France. However, 
fighting ceased seven months earlier when an armistice, or temporary cessation of hostilities, between 
the Allied nations and Germany went into effect on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the 
eleventh month. For that reason, November 11, 1918, is generally regarded as the end of “the war to 
end all wars.” 
 
In November 1919, President Wilson proclaimed November 11 as the first commemoration of Armistice 
Day with the following words: "To us in America, the reflections of Armistice Day will be filled with 
solemn pride in the heroism of those who died in the country’s service and with gratitude for the victory, 
both because of the thing from which it has freed us and because of the opportunity it has given 
America to show her sympathy with peace and justice in the councils of the nations…" 
 
An Act (52 Stat. 351; 5 U. S. Code, Sec. 87a) approved May 13, 1938, made the 11th of November in 
each year a legal holiday—a day to be dedicated to the cause of world peace and to be thereafter 
celebrated and known as "Armistice Day." Armistice Day was primarily a day set aside to honor 
veterans of World War I, but in 1954, after World War II had required the greatest mobilization of 
soldiers, sailors, marines, and airmen in the Nation’s history; after American forces had fought 
aggression in Korea, the 83rd Congress, at the urging of the veterans service organizations, amended 
the Act of 1938 by striking out the word "Armistice" and inserting in its place the word "Veterans." With 
the approval of this legislation (Public Law 380) on June 1, 1954, November 11th became a day to 
honor American veterans of all wars. 
 
The Uniform Holiday Bill (Public Law 90-363 (82 Stat. 250)) was signed on June 28, 1968, and was 
intended to ensure three-day weekends for Federal employees by celebrating four national holidays on 
Mondays: Washington's Birthday, Memorial Day, Veterans Day, and Columbus Day. It was thought that 
these extended weekends would encourage travel, recreational and cultural activities, and stimulate 
greater industrial and commercial production. Many states did not agree with this decision and 
continued to celebrate the holidays on their original dates. 
 
The first Veterans Day under the new law was observed with much confusion on October 25, 1971. It 
was quite apparent that the commemoration of this day was a matter of historic and patriotic 
significance to a great number of our citizens, and so on September 20th, 1975, President Gerald R. 
Ford signed Public Law 94-97 (89 Stat. 479), which returned the annual observance of Veterans Day to 
its original date of November 11, beginning in 1978. This action supported the desires of the 
overwhelming majority of state legislatures, all major veterans service organizations, and the American 
people. 
 
Veterans Day continues to be observed on November 11, regardless of what day of the week on which 
it falls. The restoration of the observance of Veterans Day to November 11 not only preserves the 
historical significance of the date, but helps focus attention on the important purpose of Veterans Day: a 
celebration to honor America's veterans for their patriotism, love of country, and willingness to serve 
and sacrifice for the common good.  (Continued, next page) 



DO YOU NO LONGER DRIVE?      ARE YOU HOMEBOUND?      DO YOU NEED A RIDE ? 
 

Call the Recreation Department at 860-564-1819 For More Information or to 

Schedule a Ride.  For residents of Plainfield, Canterbury, and Sterling who are 60+. 
 

This program is partially funded through the Town of Plainfield and a grant from Title III Older 

Americans Act and Senior Resources Agency on Aging. 

(The History of Veterans Day, continued from previous page)  
 

At times, the meaning of Veterans Day and Memorial Day may be confused.   
 
Veterans Day honors those who have served in the past, present, and even pays tribute to those who 
will serve in the future.  In fact, Veterans Day is largely intended to thank living veterans for their 
service, to acknowledge that their contributions to our national security are appreciated, and to 
underscore the fact that all those who’ve served have sacrificed and done their duty. 
 
Memorial Day is, as the name implies, a time to pay respect and honor those who have died either 
while serving their country, as a result of military service, or after they have finished serving as a retired 
or separated veteran.  The day was first observed in the wake of the Civil War, where local 
communities organized tributes around the grave sites of fallen soldiers. The observation was 
originally called Decoration Day because the graves were adorned with flowers.  
 

References: 

https://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/vetdayhistory.asp 

https://www.va.gov/opa/vetsday/vetday_faq.asp 

https://militarybenefits.info/veterans-vs-memorial-day/ 

SENIOR CLUB NEWS 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

 

 

Due to the pandemic, our club is unable to function as we had in the past.  
For the foreseeable future, we will be renewing our memberships and sending out our newsletter each 
month. There will not be any socials or travel. The Recreation Department will be announcing an 
opening date as per the Selectman’s office for any activities.  
 
Our executive board recently held a meeting and decided that because of the pandemic, all renewals 
for membership will be RENEWED BY MAIL ONLY.  Enclosed in this newsletter is a renewal 
membership form and return envelope.  The dues will remain at $8.00 a year beginning on January 1, 
2021 through December 31, 2021.  Any senior who has reached the age of 80 by January 1

st
, will 

become a lifetime member and will no longer pay any dues but we ask that you still fill out a new form 
and return it to the office.  
 
Any membership not returned by March 1

st
, 2021, will be removed from our membership roster.  Also, 

we will no longer be issuing membership cards.   
 



 

Let’s Get Zooming! 
A note from Linda Gahrman, Senior Center Activities Coordinator 

 
In last month’s newsletter, I had reached out to each of you for feedback on the Zoom classes that I had added as an 
“alternate” activity in light of the pandemic.  Comments have been slow coming in.  I would love to hear from you, as I am 
eager to know how many of you are using, or not using, this fabulous new service.  Please send me a note via email to 
lgahrman@plainfieldct.org, or call the Center at 860.564.1819 and ask to leave a message on my voice mail at extension 28.  
 
Below are a few of the comments I’ve received so far: 
 
“I have been enjoying many of them immensely. They are my sanity savers right now!!  However, they 
are also my “excuses" for procrastinating on domestic work that still needs doing!” 
 
“I don’t Zoom as my tablet is too slow.”  
 

Keep the comments coming in, Linda. 

Reconstructing Lost Records 
 
If you have lost important records and need to recover them, there is help available to you.  Read 
below for some steps you can take to retrieve a variety of personal records. 
 
Tax Records 
Get free tax return transcripts immediately by using the "Get Transcript" on IRS.gov, through the 
IRS2Goapp, or order transcripts by calling 1-800-908-9946 and following the prompts. 
 
Financial Statements 
Past statements can be gathered from your credit card company or bank and may be available online.  
You can also contact your bank to get paper copies of these statements, however most banks will 
charge a fee for this service. 
 
Property Records 
Contact your local Town Hall for records; they have copies of your property deed on file. 
 
Taxpayers who made home improvements can get in touch with the contractors who did the work and 
ask for statements to verify the work and cost.  They can also get written descriptions from friends, 
neighbors, and relatives who saw the home before and after the improvements. 
 
For inherited property, taxpayers can check court records for probate values.  If a trust or estate 
existed, taxpayers can contact the attorney who handled the work.  When no other records are 
available, check with the assessor's office for old records that might address the value of the property. 
 
Car owners can research the current fair-market value for most vehicles.  Resources are available 
online and at most libraries, including Kelly Blue Book, the National Automobile Dealers Association, 
and Edmunds.  Contact DMV for lost auto titles or registrations. 
 
For more info, visit www.irs.gov/newsroom/reconstructing-records-after-a-natural-disaster-or-casualty-
loss-irs-provides-tips-to-help-taxpayers 



Healthy Aging With Joyce 
From Joyce Hoffman, BA Social Work, Social Service Coordinator 

 
 
ONLINE AARP SMART DRIVER COURSE  
You can now take the AARP Driver Safety Smart Driver Course online in the comfort and safety of 
your own home and still receive the same auto insurance discount as the in-person class! 
 
The 4-hour online class can be taken at your own pace and does not have to be completed all at one 
time.  Do as much or as little as you want until all 4 hours are complete.  The class is available any 
time of the day or night! 
 
The AARP Smart Driver Course is the nation's first and largest refresher course for drivers age 50 and 
older. You may get an auto insurance discount after taking this course.  Please consult your insurance 
agent for more information about discounts available to you from taking this class. 
 
For more information and to take the class online, go to: www.aarpdriversafety.org 
Use coupon code DRIVINGSKILLS for 25% off cost of the course.  Coupon expires on 12/31/20. 
 

MEDICARE PHONE SCAM 
Consumers have been getting phone calls recently from "someone from Medicare," stating that 
because of the Coronavirus, Medicare is issuing new plastic cards.  The person will ask for your 
Medicare number so they can send you a new card. 
 
Medicare IS NOT issuing new plastic cards! This phone call is a scam!  Call 1-800-633-4227 to report 
this scam if you receive such a call and ask to make sure no one has charged bogus services to your 
Medicare number.    

Curb Side Pick-up of Books and DVDs from The 

Senior Center 
 
Just a note to let you know that we have had a few participants in this program.  Thank you! 
 
Also, we recently received a sizeable donation of DVDs that will be getting catalogued; the list of DVDs 
will be updated on a regular basis on the Town of Plainfield website, so visit often!   
 
Visit plainfieldct.org, click on “Senior Center” on the left of the page, then choose “Library Offerings” 
from the menu below. 

111 Westcott Road, Danielson CT | 860-774-9540
www.davisplacehcc.com

5 Star Quality Care
Short-Term Rehabilitation

Longer Term Services
The Best Recreation
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Hope Bernard Marandola, O.D.
P.O. Box 545 | 10 Norwich Road | Central Village, CT 06332
Tel: 860-564-2709 | Fax: 860-564-4347
www.plainfieldvisioncarecenter.com

Contact James Kurmaskie to place an ad today! 
JKurmaskie@lpiseniors.com or (800) 477-4574 x6234

♥ 24 Hour Live-In Care 
♥ PCA & Respite Care 
♥  Dementia, Autism,  

Alzheimer’s 
♥ Enhanced Life Solutions

♥  Companionship &  
Homemaking

♥ Errands & Transportation
♥ Meal Preparation
♥ Medication/Appt. Reminders

NEED A HELPING HAND AT HOME? 
OUR SERVICES:

www.QualityHomemakers.com • info@qualityhomemakers.com
11 Babcock Avenue, Plainfield, CT 06374

LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED

Call Us Now 860-564-5319


